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Dear Applicant 
 
   
The Upper Tooting United Benefice 
 
Thank you very much for your interest in the post of Vicar of the United Benefice of 
Holy Trinity with St Augustine, Upper Tooting.  I am delighted to be able to send you 
more information.  Please be assured of my prayers as you consider making an 
application.   
   
The Diocese of Southwark is a good place to be.  The communities it serves are 
diverse and together make up a large population that is changing and growing.  This 
brings challenges and many opportunities as we work together to pray, serve, and 
witness.  The Kingston Episcopal Area, and within it the Archdeaconry of 
Wandsworth, is a supportive, committed and relatively well-resourced part of the 
diocese.  In particular, there is a great group of clergy and churches within the 
Deanery of Tooting.   
   
The Diocese, under the leadership of Bishop Christopher, has been developing new 
strategies to enable congregations and communities to thrive.  I attach with this 
pack a document Hearts on Fire: A Vision for Mission.  This is now two or three 
years old but will give you a flavour of the commitment to mission that is broad 
based and seeks to support the parish structure whilst also developing some new 
initiatives.  At the end of the document five goals are summarised; these express 
our commitment to growth, diversity, and to increasing vocations.   
  
The united benefice in Upper Tooting would, for the right person, be an exciting and 
interesting place to minister.  It benefitted greatly from the wise leadership of its 
previous incumbent, and especially his commitment to community engagement and 
building of relationships with other faith leaders and communities.   
 
My sense is that it is ready for a new chapter in its life, its worship and mission.  The 
area it serves has an exciting diversity, and indeed the two parishes and their 
congregations are also different from each other, though united in their liberal 
catholic tradition.  Part of the task would be to seek to enable both church 
communities to thrive and to embrace with confidence the call to serve and bear 
witness across the benefice, building on all that is already in place. 
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We are looking at ways to help grow the ministry team in the benefice and would 
work closely with the new incumbent in this.  It is good to know that the house that 
the parish of Holy Trinity own would be an asset in doing so. 
 
Part of the way forward will be an exploration of how there can be greater 
collaboration between the benefice and other parishes in the deanery.  
Relationships are good within the deanery.  We are not looking at any formal 
pastoral reorganisation but rather inviting parishes to explore partnerships that 
could be of mutual benefit.  This is particularly true for the Upper Tooting united 
benefice and the parishes of All Saints Tooting and St Mary Magdalene Wandsworth 
Common (with whom it shares the Springfield Park area of housing development). 
 
If you would appreciate an informal conversation about the parish, or to discuss 
anything in the profile, or more generally anything about the Deanery or Diocese, 
please get in touch with Romana Nelson, my PA, 
romana.nelson@southwark.anglican.org  who will seek to arrange a time for us to 
speak on the phone.   
   
With my thanks, my best wishes and my continuing prayers.  
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