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Worshipping God where the Ivel And Great Ouse rivers  

meet the Greensand ridge 

 

The Benefice of Cople Moggerhanger and Willington 

Priorities for new incumbent: 
 Establish a ‘new normal’ post pandemic taking opportunities offered by what we have 

learned over the last 18 months and building on the strength of Benefice wide activities 

 Develop further the role of the church as a central part of the community and reach out to 

all sectors, but especially younger families, in order to spread the word of God  

 Provide visionary spiritual leadership and strategic direction for the Benefice 

 Welcome and work with all ages and parts of the community, providing a visible, 

empathetic and active presence in the three parish communities 

 Communicate well and work closely with established groups and the village schools 

 Ensure that services and activities are varied and interesting to appeal to different people i.e. zoom 

services, so there is an opportunity for all to deepen their faith in a way that is appropriate to them 

 Support and develop our work for charities, both local and worldwide 

Worship  
Pre Covid 19 there was an established pattern of worship, with a communion service in each individual 

church, however during lockdown we have learnt to host zoom and livestreamed services and have 

achieved approx. 40-60 attendees. New WiFi stations have been bought and installed in each church. 

Our style of worship is in the broad parish tradition’ . Worship includes modern and traditional hymns. 

We have a joint Benefice adult choir that support services and special events. 
 

Weekly morning prayers are available in the Benefice. As lockdown has eased we are beginning 

to hold in-church communion services, with all Covid recommendations in place. We are keen to 

build on our benefice links in our future worship together. 
 

Appendix A shows electoral roll data for 2020, Prior Covid service patterns and attendance October 2019 
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Who will provide 
challenging 

preaching based 
on a clear 

knowledge of the 
Bible 

Who is well  
organised with a 
strong sense of 

pastoral care 

We are 
looking for 
someone…. 
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Welcoming Welcoming 
churcheschurches  

A congregation of 

diverse people of all 

ages and talents 

A willingness to 
embrace innovative 

ideas  

Fund raising 
events  

Good Benefice 
community 

Benefice Choir 

Benefice 

Church 

Services  

Forest Church, 
attracting younger 

families 

Traditional and 
Special services 

eg: Easter 

Lunch Clubs 

Social 
committees 

Monthly Coffee 

mornings 

Regular Bible 
study groups, with 

the Willington 
Methodist church 
monthly Coffee 

mornings 

Pro-active PCC 

and dedicated 

church wardens 

Joys 

Be able to meet the 

needs of people from 

all walks of life 

To grow our church and its congregation spiritually 

Develop 
outreach and 

giving 

To persuade more 
people to adopt the 

Planned Giving 
scheme 

To encourage more 
young families to join 

the church  

To encourage older 

children to stay 

within the church 

community 

To continue to pay 
our Parish Share in 

full 

To develop our 

youth work and 

reinstate a youth 

group 

To attract people 

into the Church for 

morning worship 

younger families 

As well as Forest Church,  
to create new worship 

opportunities 

Opportunities 

Tiny Tots 

Singalong 

To meet the 

needs of an 

ageing 

congregation 
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Forest Church - Family Fun & Faith in the Great Outdoors 
 

Forest Church is a great example of intergenerational activity and 

worship. It was implemented by our last incumbent  in 2019 and is a 

Benefice wide initiative. While most of the 

attendees are young families, teens and older 

parishioners also attend. Families have been able 

to learn about God while outside enjoying nature 

and having lots of fun. 
 

The main location has been in Bottom Woods in 

Moggerhanger Park, but other locations in Cople 

and Willington have been used. During the pandemic meetings were 

suspended, but are due to start again soon. 

 

Lay Support 
There are churchwardens in each church who locally look after the churches, preparing for 

worship, providing pastoral care and resolving day to day problems. They provide a listening ear 

for the incumbent and support as needed. The churchwardens meet together regularly with the 

vicar, this meeting has continued during lockdown via zoom and has only strengthened our 

relationship. There is a Benefice Lead Recruiter and each church has a Safeguarding Officer. 

 

Ministerial  
The Benefice has the support of one retired NSM (Non Stipendiary Minister) and has also hosted 

and trained candidates for ministry, and has recently had the training and support of a curate. 

There is currently a lay person undergoing the beginnings of reader 

training for a Mission Enabler role. The laity provide a range of support 

in each church as communion assistants, Bible readers, leading 

Intercessions, organists and administering communion to the sick and 

housebound. They also provide teams to welcome at Baptism, Wedding 

and Funeral Services.  

A small group attended a Leading your Church into Growth (LyCiG) 

conference in 2018. We then organised meetings to discuss further 

action, prayers and a Start course. 

 

The Vicarage 
Situated opposite the church in Cople is the vicarage, which was 

built in 1972. On the ground floor there is a study, sitting room, 

dining room, kitchen, cloakroom and utility room. There is a front 

and back garden, single garage and parking for more cars. There are 

four bedrooms, a bathroom which has recently been refurbished and 

a shower room,.  

 

General  
There is a regular annual Benefice Mission Project which raises good sums for charities, e,g. 

Kings Arms for Homeless, Foodbank, Home of Hope Malawi, Christian Aid Week, Bishops 

Harvest Appeal, Children’s Society and Fairtrade. 

Forest church at 

Moggerhanger Park 
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The three churches all paid their parish shares in full in 2020. 

Information on each church can be found on A Church Near You website and in our Benefice 

Facebook pages, https://www.facebook.com/groups/cmwbenefice/. 

 

Our Area 
Close to the River Great Ouse our Benefice is situated in a beautiful part of the Bedfordshire 

countryside. Priory Marina and Route 51 of the National Cycle Network are nearby. There are 

good road and rail links. There are several small independent theatres in Bedford,  museums and 

an art gallery. Leisure and recreation facilities are in Sandy, Biggleswade or Bedford.   

Cambridge and Milton Keynes are just half an hour away. 
 

The Benefice consists of the parishes of Cople, Moggerhanger and Willington, which are situated 

to the east of Bedford. The three parishes are village communities, Each parish has a historic 

listed church which has a wider support group (Friends) for the fabric of the building.  
 

Each village has its own Village Hall, local pub providing food, recreation ground, car repair 

facilities  and a Parish Council. The Post Office / shop at Willington services the three villages. 

Willington and Cople fall within Bedford Borough and Moggerhanger falls within Central 

Bedfordshire. 
 

All the villages have a primary school, with before and after school provision. 

Willington has a pre school. 
 

Information on the schools can be found at :- 

For Cople / Willington 

https://sheerhatchprimary.org.uk/ 

https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/provider/21/109442 
 

For Moggerhanger 

https://www.moggerhangerprimary.co.uk/ 

https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/provider/21/109473 
 

Children progress to a senior school of their parents’ choice. Bedford is particularly well serviced 

by a range of state and independent schools. 
 

Cople and Willington  have active links with the village schools, where ‘Open the Book’ teams 

lead assemblies, The schools use all three churches for end of term assemblies and also on other 

occasions. 
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Our Parishes 

Cople All Saints  
Cople is a village which can be traced back to the Domesday Book. The village is surrounded by 

farmland and farming remains an important part of the community. Good internet access and 

transport links mean villagers can work from home or commute easily to areas such as 

Cambridge, London and Milton Keynes. 
 

Cople has a pub -The Five Bells, a garage, Primary School (situated over 2 sites), village hall, playing field, 

cricket pitch, football pitch, children’s playground, mobile library and a sports and social club. The village has 

a monthly magazine which is delivered to every household. There is also a village and a church website..  
 

Various groups use the village hall on a regular basis e.g. Carpet Bowls, Yoga and Tuesday Club. 

The village also has a Knit and Natter group and a book club. The pub is planning to open a 

village shop in its car park shortly. 
 

Cople is in Bedford Borough and the local Parish Council helps maintain the churchyard. 
 

Our annual Church fete, Novelty Dog show and Grand Draw helps us with income through the 

year. It is very well supported by the village and has a wonderful community spirit. 
 

There are several pre-schools and nurseries in nearby villages.  

Cople Church Building 

 

All Saints Church is a Grade 1 listed building. It was originally built soon after 1087 by the De 

Beauchamp family and later became part of Chicksands Priory.  

It was rebuilt in the 15th century by families who owned the family manors. In the first part of 

the 16th century parts of the church were extended. 
 

In 2007 we raised money to build a small kitchen and toilet.  
 

In recent years the vestry has been refitted, and two new bookcases 

installed. Two new notice boards have been erected outside. 
 

All Saints is a well cared for church building situated in the centre of the 

village, opposite the vicarage, in good overall condition and repair (The 

Friends arrange lots of fundraising events to help with the upkeep of the 

fabric of the church) 
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Joys of Cople 
 

 GNIC (Great Neighbours in Cople) is a community venture which was set up a few years 

ago. They work closely with the church community and they have erected a Christmas tree 

in the churchyard for the last 3 years. 
 

 We have an active bell ringing group who have successfully taken part in local 

competitions. We welcome visiting bell ringing groups. The bells are rung at weddings on 

request. A muffled bell was rung on the death of HRH Prince Philip.  
 

 We have a committed Sunday School leader. The children work through activity books and 

write their own prayers as well as perform dramas at monthly Family Services. The junior 

music group often play at these services too. The 'Family Service' committee meet regularly 

to plan these services. 
 

 The Social Committee and 'Friends' arrange lots of fund raising events throughout the year 

which brings the village together and attracts some people from outside the village. These 

events are always well supported. 
 

 We recently set up a conservation group to help maintain a wildflower meadow in part of 

the closed churchyard. This group is supported by church members and the wider village 

community. 
 

 Our village has lots of talented cake makers who make cakes for the Church fete, Heritage 

days and village market stalls. 
 

 We have a band of volunteers to help clean the church and arrange flowers. Others read 

the Bible, say prayers and serve the chalice. 
 

 We have a small kitchen and toilet inside the church 
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Our activities, in addition to the Benefice wide activities, are summarised below 
 

Cople's present activities 
 

 An active and thriving Sunday School (20+ on the register) 
 

 Monthly Family services 
 

 A junior music group 
 

 A bell ringing group 
 

 An Open the Book team who perform in school every week 
 

 Heritage Days, where visitors can do brass rubbings and take tower 

trips. 
 

 Advent windows trail 
 

 Regular cake stalls at the village market 
 

 An annual Church fete and dog show 
 

 Monthly lunch club 

 

Future Priorities for Cople 
 

A new heating system 
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Moggerhanger and St John the Evangelist 
Moggerhanger has been traced back to 1216 and includes the hamlet of Chalton which is 

mentioned in the Domesday Book. As a small village we are very fortunate to also comprise The 

Grade I listed House and Park known as Moggerhanger House and a Sue Ryder Hospice and 

Palliative Care Home (St John’s House). 
 

Presently the Village population is around 550 adults and there are approx. 300 houses 70% 

privately owned and 30% council owned. 

Within the Parish is Moggerhanger Primary School 

The Village Hall holds regular social events throughout the year 

There is one pub – The Guinea. 
 

Moggerhanger Church was built by Mrs. Elizabeth Dawkins as a memorial to her husband, the 

Reverend Edward Henry Dawkins who died in 1859. St. John the Evangelist Church in 

Moggerhanger was Consecrated on the 31st July 1860.  
 

For our 150 year celebrations we had a Guide researched and printed for visitors to our lovely 

little church enabling them to follow an informative planned route throughout the church. 

The churchyard was largely maintained by minor offenders on the Government’s Community 

Payback Scheme before Covid 19. We are hoping to reinstate the Payback assistance as soon as 

we can, safely. 

In line with environmental concerns and trying to improve our modern usability, the church has 

been fitted with:- 

 new lighting with energy reducing bulbs,  

 a new eco heating system which is state of the art design, with high efficiency and low cost,  

 a kitchen 

 Wifi system 
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The Church has been (prior to Covid lockdown) a community 

hub for:- 

 A huge yearly Plant Sale (held in a ‘friends’ garden) 

 Monthly coffee mornings 

 Monthly Lunch Club 

 Afternoon Teas 

 Pancake Extravaganza 

 Knit and Knatter Group 

 Seasonal Children’s Activities 

 Bazaar 

 Occasional Welcome Parties for new residents 

 

With more people now working from home and older children living in the Parish it is felt that 

an Internet Café in the Church would be a popular addition.  However, the provision of an 

accessible toilet is considered vital. 
 

Moggerhanger (though smaller at the moment) is probably the fastest growing village of the 

three. The 2011 census showed that we were an ageing village but due to natural causes there 

have been quite a few new families buying houses in the village.  There has been considerable 

‘in fill’ (approx. 30) in the last several years. We also have a sizable housing development being 

built at the moment of about 40 houses. We feel that there is considerable opportunity here. 
 

Moggerhanger has a history and reputation of being a strong community which has been 

strengthened by the church starting up ‘Moggerhanger Help’ groups for community aid during 

lockdown. 

There are also Whatsapp Mogg Chat and  Facebook groups and groups for village interest 

(Parish Council led) such as a wildflower area, ‘Village Tidy Up’ and Youth Play Activities project. 

All these are well supported by the village. 

We also have a monthly village magazine for reaching out to residents. 
 

Annual Fund Raising Activities of St John the Evangelist 
 Plant Sale 

 Children’s Activities at Christmas and Easter 

 Children’ Society Christingle Service with collection boxes and village regular home boxes 

 We have a ‘Friends of St John the Evangelist Moggerhanger’ group for the wider village 

who are interested in the upkeep of the building and fundraise by subscription and by the 

two events which they hold every year, Safari Supper and the Autumn Event. 

Plant Sale 2021, poured all day, lockdown 

and still managed to raise nearly £4000! 
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Joys 
 

 The friendliness and welcome in our village and the church 
 

 Great support for the fund raising events 
 

 Village ethos of support to parishioners  
 

 Much appreciation of the community groups held in the Church 
 

 A large number of people within the Village who are prepared to help 
  

 Effective and supportive PCC 
  

 Monthly ‘Songs of Praise’ evenings  

 

Opportunities 
 

 To use our resources more fully (i.e. toilet and storage area building plan, offering free 

churchyard compost to the village) 
 

 To connect to the growing number of people working at home in the 

village 
 

 To reach out to new residents, especially the greater number of young 

and youth, i.e. Tiny Tots, Youth Group, Junior Choir 
 

 To encourage more people on the Electoral role to attend services 

 

Future Priorities 
 

 The installation of an accessible toilet and storage facilities 
 

 We need to grow the congregation and bring younger people into 

regular worship.  
 

 Allow the new younger members a forum to express their thought and wishes.  
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Willington St Lawrence 
We have a well-used Village Hall and playing field. The hall has just been extended by the 

addition of a second hall. Many organisations including the Willingtots Pre-School, The 

Brownies,  Evergreens, Village Market, a Martial Arts group and a Pilates Class use it regularly 

and it is also used for parties, fetes and one off events. 
 

The Danish Camp visitor centre and restaurant is situated on the banks of the Great Ouse where 

we hold a Summer Songs of Praise and at Christmas, Carols in the Cabin. We also have two 

Garden Centres and a village pub. There is a village shop/post office, fruit and vegetable market 

and Italian Deli. We have a Riding School for the 

disabled which is well supported by the village. Other 

organisations are a thriving History Group, a Walking , 

Knit and Stitch and Photography Group. 
 

We also have a Good Neighbour Scheme and 

Neighbourhood Watch Group as well as a village magazine 

 

Our Church Building  
 There has been a church in Willington since the 12th 

century but the building standing today dates from the 

16th century and was rebuilt by John Gostwick, and 

then a further restoration undertaken by the Duke of Bedford in the 19th century. 
 

We have a beautiful stained glass east window, which is very large for a 

country church and shows Jesus and his eleven disciples at the 

Ascension. There is also a Gostwick Chapel which has unique items of 

national importance including the Gostwick helmet, tabard and several 

tombs and monuments. 
  

The Church is situated in a picturesque spot, within its own graveyard, 

alongside the National Trust Dovecote and Stables. 

The building is well maintained and cherished… ‘The PCC are to be 

commended for their efforts in maintaining the very good general 

condition of the Church.’ 2020 Quinquennial report. 
 

The National Trust Dovecote and Stables stand close by. 

There have been a number of projects undertaken over the 

last few years to maintain and improve the church facilities 

for the community for now and generations to come;  

 

 2008 a new kitchen and toilet were installed into the 

base of the bell tower 
 

 The storm drainage around the church has been renewed 
 

 The organ has been replaced in 2013 (£30,000.00 was raised in 3 months)   
 

 A new church path has been installed in 2013 and lighting in 2018 
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 A new notice board in the Church yard 
 

 A new Audio Visual system in 2019 
 

 Bat mitigation work in 2020 with a new Bat Box installed and disguised 

as a hatchment 
 

The church is maintained and cleaned by group of volunteers on a rota basis 

as is flower arranging for services and weddings. A commercial agreement is 

in place to cut the grass and maintain the churchyard and gravestones.  Our 

building and site are precious to us and we are proud to keep them in good 

repair and as welcoming as possible. 

 

Joys 
 The church is alive and is welcoming, for example, hosting welcome parties for new 

residents 
 

 A regular team doing Open the Book assemblies for our local school 
 

 A Church building that is well maintained and cherished. 
 

 The church is a focal point of the village community, supporting events at the nearby 

National Trust buildings 
 

 Proven track record in fund raising events with high profile projects (e.g. kitchen, toilet and 

meeting area, new organ) achieved through dedicated teams with support from the local 

community and businesses 
 

 Pro-active PCC and dedicated church warden 
 

 A can-do attitude embraced by congregation and PCC 
 

 As with all 3 parishes, Willington is able to achieve more through the strength, 

encouragement and support of our position in a combined benefice 
 

 Excellent relationship with Willington Methodist Church resulting in many joint initiatives  
 

 Kitchen and toilet facilities 

 

Priority 
 Re thinking our premises and space for church based work with children and young people 

(somewhat mitigated by the completion of the Bat project 
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Our Present Activities include  
 Thursday morning prayer group 
 

 Home study groups 
 

 Regular Fairtrade Sale Coffee Mornings and Book Sales, which attract a number of people 

outside the church, as well as from the local Methodists. 
 

 Organ recitals and concerts 
 

 A Friends of St Lawrence group that raises funds for the church fabric 

  

 A Social Committee organising community events 
 

 Serving tea and cake at National Trust open days 
 

 There is a covenant in place setting out 

commitments to collaborate with the village 

Methodist church and an active Churches Together 

group that meets several times a year to arrange 

joint services e g Harvest Festival, Shoebox, Advent 

Windows, Nativity pageant, Pancake parties etc.   
 

 There are a number of other events and activities 

through which the church reaches out into the community. These include prayer walks, 

house groups and study groups. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Churches Together Nativity pageant at the 

National Trust Stable 
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Benefice Mission Statistics for October 2019 


