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INTRODUCTION 

Thank you for your interest in our current vacancy for a Priest to lead us as we fulfil our mission 
statement ‘Proclaiming the Good News of God’s Love through Jesus Christ and showing that love 
to all people’. We offer a big welcome to someone who is visible and welcoming to all members of 
our congregation and community, delivers a sermon to meet the needs of our congregation, 
embraces all forms of music, has a good sense of humour and is capable of being at ease socially. 

Are you: 

• Able to engage with us in the Diocese’s ‘Changed Lives –> Changing Lives’ strategy for 
growing our church for the future? 

• Comfortable with a traditional Anglican style of worship with the choral Eucharist at its 
heart, but nevertheless able to support us in our efforts to explore new forms and styles of 
worship, encourage growth and encompass a wider community? 

• Able to embrace inclusivity and are eager to help drive forwards our outreach to all 
elements of our community? 

• Happy to work with and strengthen links with our Methodist partners and with other faith 
partners in Hythe? 

• Prepared to be active in supporting us as we build on the links with schools within the 
parish and help us to find ways to encourage families to take a part in parish life? 

• Able to share our enthusiasm for work in our High Street ‘Open Door’ project initiative, 
bringing together our partnering churches and wider community? 

• Looking forward to working collaboratively with our PCC members and happy to encourage 
and support our voluntary working groups and the ministerial teams? 

• Think outside of the box with new and imaginative ways to bring the church to people, 
young and old? 

We are not perfect! We have strengths and weaknesses, enjoy a high standard of music, a lovely 
spacious parish church, and a social, organised, tolerant, welcoming and friendly congregation. 
Amongst our shortcomings are that we need better contact with our schools, help with our 
community project in the town, a baptism group and a means of attracting more and younger 
people to our church. We would also benefit from developing a wider range of music in our 
worship styles, bible study groups, more social life, more fund-raising and younger leaders! 

We hope for an answer to our prayer. Is this you? 
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HYTHE 

Hythe is a town of history. As one of the original Cinque Ports, it provided ships of war in medieval 
times for the defence of the realm. Today Hythe is a more peaceful place, a pleasant seaside town 
which spreads up the hill behind and overlooks the English Channel. Hythe has a population of 
around 16,000 and comprises people of all ages and backgrounds, from professionals to the 
unemployed. The parish population is around 10,000 with the balance being covered by the 
neighbouring parish of St Peter and St Paul, Saltwood. 

There are considerable numbers of young families, especially towards the western end of the 
parish, whilst in the centre of the town there is a high proportion of retired people, many of whom 
have moved to enjoy the attractions of Hythe after a working life elsewhere. Whilst there is a 
measure of affluence and comfortable living, there are also large areas of significant social 
deprivation. 

Hythe is not normally considered a seaside 
resort but rather a seaside town twixt 
country and sea. It is a wonderful, well-
connected and friendly place in which to 
live, with its beautiful seafront, the Royal 
Military Canal running through its centre 
and open countryside close by. The High 
Street is considered to be one of the longest 
in England and offers a wide variety of 
shops, pubs and restaurants. The town is 
very fortunate in the recreational facilities 
on offer: these include three golf courses, 

swimming, tennis, squash, bowls, sailing, cricket, rugby and football clubs. The Royal Military Canal 
provides a tranquil setting with walks along the bank into open countryside whilst the world-
famous Romney, Hythe and Dymchurch Railway has its terminus in Hythe. Every two years the 
Hythe Venetian Fete, a floating carnival, is held on the canal with the biennial Hythe Festival taking 
place in alternate years. 

Hythe is only a short distance from the larger town of Folkestone which now has regular high-
speed rail services to London, with journey times of less than an hour. The M20 and Channel 
Tunnel terminal are both around ten minutes away by car. Hythe’s close proximity to the Channel 
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Tunnel and the Port of Dover also means that many visitors find their way to Hythe to enjoy its 
beauty and charms. 
 
OUR PARISH CHURCHES 

St Leonard’s Church 

 
St Leonard's has stood above the town of Hythe for a thousand years calling parishioners to a 
living faith in Jesus Christ. For centuries pilgrims have visited the church and continue to do so 
today for a variety of reasons. We endeavour to preserve this ancient place of pilgrimage and 
prayer, keeping our building open and welcoming so that all might experience something of the 
sacred which so many have encountered here over the centuries. Many people who have no 
connection with the church will stop to pray and light a candle during their visit. We look forward 
to welcoming a priest who will work with us as we engage with these visitors. 

St Leonard’s is a large and lofty Church of mainly Norman origins, still preserving the fine work of 
the early builders and still lovingly cared for. The building is in good physical condition. The open 
interior lends itself for many different activities. 

The extensive churchyard is ‘closed’ and under the maintenance responsibility of the local 
authority, Folkestone & Hythe District Council. However, a dedicated and hard-working team of 
volunteers helps to keep its appearance trim and attractive, and a most welcome open green 
space within the Hythe conservation area. 

St Michael’s Methodist-Anglican Church Centre (StMMACC) 

In 2011 we joined in partnership and a formal Sharing Agreement with 
our Methodist brothers and sisters in an exciting joint venture when the 
two congregations joined together to form StMMACC based in the 
Methodist Church but incorporating both Anglican and Methodist forms 
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of worship. Responsibilities for the management and use of the building are vested in a Joint 
Council, whose meetings are normally chaired alternately by the Methodist Minister and the Priest 
of the Parish of St Leonard. As we enter another decade, we aspire jointly to grow closer together 
in our love of God and in our mission to the Town. 

Holy Cross, Palmarsh  

This is a small mission Church built in 1958 for the people in the 
west of the town. During lockdown this church has been closed. As 
we look to our overall vision for the Parish and new housing 
developments in West Hythe we would hope and pray that this 
church could offer a useful resource in various ways in the future. 

 

 
OTHER CHURCH PROPERTIES 

The Vicarage 
Situated just opposite the south porch of St Leonard’s, this large, well presented, five-bedroomed 
house was built in the 1950s. The ground floor consists of a large living room, a dining room, 
study, toilet, utility room and well-appointed kitchen. The first floor comprises five bedrooms and 
bathroom. The main bedroom has a balcony offering stunning views across the town to the 
English Channel beyond, with France being easily visible on clear days. There is a high-walled 
garden to the front and rear of the property with great potential for family use. The garage is 
situated in Hillside Street, which is opposite the rear garden. 
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“Vergers” 
This three-bedroomed, centrally heated bungalow is situated overlooking the car park adjacent to 
St Leonard’s Church. This was formerly the home of the Verger but has more recently been 
renovated to a high standard by the new tenants who are members (Churchwarden and Hon 
Verger) of the congregation. The gardens have been cleared, landscaped and replanted by them 
and now provide a splendid facility for Church functions. They are also open to the public as part 
of the National Garden Scheme. 

101 High Street 
This new acquisition purchased by the PCC, is a property consisting of a central High Street shop 
front, a small retail space, central office and community information centre, a larger open area for 
small meetings or exhibition plus adaptation for private consultation. 

The project, called ‘Open Door’, will bring together local charities and will promote our care in 
community and volunteer network. The network will also include Citizens Advice Bureau, family 
care-workers, The Rainbow Centre, and other local organisations and charities. We hope and pray 
that a new incumbent will see this as a vital shared community resource. 
 
WORSHIP 

We have had to make considerable changes during the periods of lockdown and Covid-19 
restrictions. We have met these changes throughout the period of interregnum with daily online 

Zoom morning and evening prayer, occasional prayer and 
other Zoom meetings. The introduction of cameras within St 
Leonard’s Church has allowed us now to have excellent live 
streaming of Sunday morning and evening services. 
Technology has also helped us to widen our outreach 
through our website and other media opportunities. 

Our style of worship is mainstream Anglican, with the choral 
Eucharist at its heart. St Leonard’s has a long and proud 
musical tradition, as is shown by its three thriving choirs: 
mixed adult, boys and men, and girls, the latter two 
representing the main youth groups at St Leonard’s. But the 
parish is also refreshingly outward looking in terms of its 
approach to theological enquiry, the importance that is 
placed on issues of social justice and the way it is genuinely 

welcoming and inclusive. How we live out this faith on the streets of Hythe, in a national and an 
international context, is a journey in which we hope a new priest will encourage us. 
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Our patterns of worship 
Holy Communion is celebrated at St Leonard’s 
twice each Sunday morning at 8.00am (BCP) 
and 9.30am (common Worship) and on 
alternate Sundays at Holy Cross (currently 
suspended). Choral evensong takes place every 
Sunday evening at St Leonard’s at 6.30pm. The 
pattern of Sunday worship at StMMACC 
embraces both Anglican and Methodist styles 
at 11.00am. 

The office of morning and evening prayer is 
said on weekdays at St Leonard’s at 8.00am 
and 5.00pm. 

The Parish Communion at St Leonard’s has about 80 communicants. 

Smaller numbers attend services at StMMACC and Holy Cross. We need to ensure that these 
congregations feel that they are an important part of the worshipping community of the parish. 

Occasional offices 
The following occasional offices were held during the past three years: 2018 16 baptisms, 11 
marriages, 18 funerals; 2019 17 baptisms, five marriages, seven funerals; 2020 three baptisms, 
one marriage, 15 funerals. 
 
ADMINISTRATION 

Electoral roll 
There are 119 members on the Electoral Roll.  

Ministerial Support  
We have one lay reader working within the parish and two retired members of the clergy available 
to assist on a regular basis. Our ALM and laity undertake an invaluable amount of pastoral work 
within the parish. 

Communication 
Our parish magazine ‘Hythe Parish Review’ is published monthly and features a wide variety of 
articles, both spiritual and secular in nature. The circulation is over 300, and the magazine is also 
distributed to the local library and some local shops. It is available on the parish website giving it 
the potential for a much wider readership. 

Website  
We have a well-ordered website which is kept up to date: www.slhk.org. 

Online streaming 
Installed during lockdown, this now offers great potential as a resource. 
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Parish Office 
The Parish Office since the pandemic has been staffed by volunteers, a situation that will continue 
for the foreseeable future. The office, which is due to be relocated to the High Street, has modern 
desktop publishing equipment, photocopying and facilities for small meetings. A recent upgrade to 
our equipment allows us to publish the parish magazine in-house. The volunteer 
Secretary/administrator deals with most of the administrative tasks required by the incumbent 
and enquiries regarding weddings, baptisms and funerals. The role also includes working closely 
with and assisting the churchwardens and other members of the parish on parochial business. We 
would work closely with our new priest to ensure that this arrangement meets his or her needs 
and allows work and administrative duties to be delegated efficiently and effectively. 

Finance 
The recent report ‘Towards a Flourishing & Sustainable Future’ (published by the Diocese of 
Canterbury in March 2021 (www.canterburydiocese.org/strategy), whilst fulfilling the survey and 
reflecting on Dioceses and Deaneries, does not give a true picture for the parish of Hythe. The 
parish has not been able to pay its large Parish share in full over a period of six years and in 
diocese terms has a perceivable debt. In 2020 our share was paid in full, and we now have a strong 
PCC Finance working party in place who, working with the Diocese and Deanery, are finding ways 
to ensure that we are financially sustainable for the future. We are confident and would like our 
new priest to be reassured that finance will not impede or be a major factor in the coming years as 
we grow in discipleship and continue reaching out to the people of Hythe. 

An overview of parish finances during the past three years is given in an Appendix to this Parish 
Profile. The full accounts for ‘The Parochial Church Council of the Ecclesiastical Parish of St 
Leonard, Hythe’ (Charity number 1144695) are in the public domain on the Charity Commission 
website. 
 
THE CHURCH AND CIVIC LIFE 

The community of Hythe has a proud historic heritage and there is much overlapping of civic 
occasions with parish life. Civic events such as Mayor’s Sunday are marked by services in St 
Leonard’s. In addition to regular Sunday ringing, the ten bells of the church are often rung by the 
ringers on request from the Town Council. The Incumbent is often appointed as Mayor’s Chaplain 
and thus has direct involvement with the Town Council affairs and matters of importance to 
townsfolk. The PCC values this aspect of ministry and will support the incumbent in taking on such 
a role. 

Hythe is home to small light-industrial units on the outskirts of town. Other large organisations 
providing employment in the area are Dungeness Power Station, Saga, the Port of Dover and 
Eurotunnel. 

The needs of the elderly are met by the Age UK Day Centre. There are also number of nursing and 
residential homes. Our pastoral team undertakes a regular visiting ministry to our nursing homes 
as well as taking home communions to the housebound elderly. They will greatly welcome the 
support of a new incumbent who will further encourage them and others in developing this 
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ministry. Hythe has a county Youth Club as well as uniformed organisations for younger people, 
some of which have church links. The scouts, for example, have an annual service at St Leonard’s. 

 
FRIENDS OF ST LEONARD’S CHURCH 

The Friends of St Leonard’s Church is an independent organisation with charitable 
status that came into being in 1981 to raise valuable 
funds for maintenance and enhancement of the fabric 
of the church and its contents. It achieves this through 
arranging a busy and varied programme of concerts and 

other events throughout the year in our beautiful church building. 

The superb acoustic of St Leonard’s, with its renowned organ, Steinway 
grand piano and other quality musical instruments, attracts musicians of 
the highest calibre many of whom regularly request an opportunity to 
perform in the church. The church has also been used as a sound and 
video recording venue, a resource that we would wish to exploit further 
in future. Our concert programme helps to maintain strong links with 
the town. 

The Friends committee comprises dedicated and enthusiastic volunteers who make and carry out 
arrangements for events that they sponsor. The incumbent is President of the Friends of St 
Leonard’s Church and ex officio member of the Executive Committee. 
 
VISITORS TO THE CHURCH AND CRYPT 

As a seaside town and with its position so 
close to the Channel Tunnel and the Port of 
Dover, Hythe has many visitors both from 
Britain and overseas, especially in summer. St 
Leonard’s is known as “the Church with the 
bones” (and given three stars in Simon 
Jenkins’s book England’s Thousand Best 
Churches.) The interior, especially the 
beautiful chancel, is singled out for comment. 

The well-known Crypt, located beneath the 
chancel, houses a well-preserved ossuary, 
which is a major visitor attraction in Hythe. 

This receives much publicity in local (and national) media and is also of significant scientific and 
historic interest to academia with close links established with relevant departments of several 
universities. Volunteer Church and Crypt stewards extend a warm and informative welcome to the 
many visitors, most of whom remark that the Crypt is surprisingly peaceful and not at all macabre. 
According to comments in the visitors book they are equally appreciative of the special 
atmosphere of the beautiful building that is St Leonard’s. There may be opportunities to explain to 
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visitors that as Christians we believe that death is not the final act in life. A new incumbent will 
hopefully work with us to develop such a ministry. 

 
OUR SCHOOLS 

The church has very close links with Hythe Bay Church of England Primary School and Children’s 
Centre Nursery. St Leonard’s PCC recognises the crucial importance of the link with its church 
‘controlled’ school for the future of its relationship with and mission to the town.  The school 
welcomes children from four months to eleven years of age. The school has a strong Christian 
ethos which is encompassed in its vision: “Anchored by God, Hythe Bay strives to teach children to 
be confident, connected, and creative through outstanding teaching and care. We show our love, 
tolerance, forgiveness, and compassion, not just by talking about them but by living them every 
day of our lives.” 

“Little children, let us love, not in word or speech but in truth and action.” (1 John 3:18) 

Hythe Bay Church of England Primary is an inclusive 
school that strives to give everyone in their community 
life in all its fullness through learning and our Christian 
values. Their aim is to create a community where each 
individual flourishes and is respected. Within a culture 
of continuous learning and reflection, they aim to 
deliver a broad and ambitious curriculum to all 
children in their care. 

Everything done in the school is underpinned by their 
Christian Values of love, compassion, tolerance and 
forgiveness. Children enjoy learning in a supportive and caring environment. Everyone is valued 
for their contribution to the life of the school, and differences are seen as something to be shared 
and celebrated. 

The incumbent will be one of three Foundation Governors taking a prominent role as a member of 
the governing body and in leading collective worship. The Headteacher and Governors would 
therefore welcome a priest with an evangelistic outlook for the town of Hythe, a passion for 
education and a pastoral heart. We are also looking for someone with a love of children and an 
ability to relate well to them and engage with staff, pupils, and families within the school at all 
levels from the spiritual to the everyday. This valuable contact would in turn promote outreach to 
the families in the wider community, many of whom are extremely vulnerable and would benefit 
from support from the church. 

All children in the school are familiar with St Leonard’s Parish Church, using it frequently for 
collective worship, celebration days, social events and of course teaching and learning. Each year 
KS2 children experience a Church Day led by parishioners and the incumbent, based around events 
in the church calendar – Harvest, Advent, Easter and Pentecost. They also learn about features of 
the Church - the bells, the crypt, the architecture and of course the people who work and worship 
there. Younger children visit the church regularly and annually experience a live nativity tableau 
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led by church members. They also have opportunities to reflect on the spiritual aspects of their 
lives while visiting the church. 

The school contributes to parish life through regular articles in the church magazine Hythe Parish 
Review; a school notice board in the Church; involvement in musical events at the Church. The 
school is also used as an occasional venue for parish social events. 

The schools in Hythe are all flourishing through an ecumenical approach with Churches Together. 
This means that our children experience a wide range of worship involving local churches of other 
denominations. There is a County Primary School at Palmarsh at the west end of the parish, which 
is strengthening its links with the church. This school normally uses Holy Cross Church for end-of-
term services, Harvest Festival and Christingle. 

There are no secondary schools within the parish boundaries. All local secondary schools are 
judged by Ofsted to be good or outstanding. Most children from local primary schools attend 
either Brockhill Park Performing Arts Academy, in our neighbouring Parish of Saltwood, or The 
Harvey Grammar School for Boys or The Folkestone School for Girls, each of which is in 
Folkestone. 
 

St Leonard’s Parish PCC 
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APPENDIX 

 

OVERVIEW OF PARISH FINANCES DURING 2018, 2019 AND 2020 

 

 
 

Notes: 

1. The figures for 2018 were relatively greater due to a legacy received, a considerable 
amount of which was spent on roof repairs at St Leonard’s Church following lead theft and 
not covered by insurance. The restricted amounts are also greater due to money being 
raised and spent on organ restoration. 

 
2. The 2019 restricted figures refer to donations received and then spent on purchasing the 

chamber organ. 
 
3. The difference in Parish Share of £26,470 for 2020 was cleared by a donation in 2021 and 

therefore the arrears revert to £102,306. 
 

 

 


