
The Gateway to Cornwall
A Profile of God’s Kingdom in Saltash:

‘One Church, One Faith, One Lord’



Tip
Ideally, speak of people 
in very different 
situations, but where 
each could benefit from 
your solution.

...to continue to grow together as a united Church for our area, 
strengthening the partnership between our parishes, and 
providing an effective and visible Christian presence in and for 
our developing communities.

We seek to be a Church that celebrates our different backgrounds 

and traditions but is confident in our shared calling through being 

committed to God and one another in Christ.

We recognise that we need to seek to move forward together. 

We know that, at times, this may be challenging, but we are 

committed to doing so intentionally and prayerfully.

(This joint vision has been identified and developed by the four 
parishes together while drawing up the statement of needs and we all 
remain committed to it. However, recently a question has arisen as to 
where the parish of Landrake with St Erney might best fit within the 
Deanery structure. The conversation is still at an early stage, so the 
appointee should anticipate working with PCCs and Deanery 
colleagues in discerning the way forward).

 

Our Vision...
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IN this Diocese of Truro, we are deeply committed to following what we 
call The Saints’ Way. We see ourselves as part of a story of the grace of 
God, made manifest in Cornwall, which stretches back many hundreds of 
years, possibly to the very earliest days of the Christian faith. It is a story 
that calls us on into the future too, in loving mission, ministry and service. 

As we follow The Saints’ Way, we will be deeply committed to Christ and to 
all that he calls us to be and to do; and to Cornwall, this very special place 
with its own particular culture, history and identity.  

We can only follow that Way faithfully if we see it as our corporate calling, 
as the body of Christ. So we encourage ministers of the Gospel to come 
and join us here who are committed to setting the whole people of God 
free in their God-given calling, to make Christ known here in Cornwall, 
today. 

We seek clergy of missional imagination and heart; those with a pastoral 
passion for people and communities and their flourishing. We are looking 
for joyful and hopeful disciples and ambassadors of Christ: people who 
share the Gospel with energy and commitment, in word and deed – and, 
above all, with love – and who enable the communities they lead to do the 
same.  

We are looking, therefore, for people who, on this journey, are 
imaginative and realistic, creative and determined and are deeply hopeful 

The Rt Revd Philip Mounstephen
The Bishop of Truro

of a better future. However, we also want to work with those who recognise 
that they are not perfect and will sometimes fail, who learn from their 
mistakes and will take the initiative in seeking reconciliation with others. 

We are convinced that all ministers need the support and companionship of 
others and we help priests in a number of ways so that they never work alone. 
In this spirit, we encourage those who can forge good relations with others, 
and actively collaborate with them for the sake of the Kingdom, to join us here 
in the Diocese of Truro. 

I pray that as you consider this opportunity you might discern God’s calling 
and purpose for you in this next chapter of your own discipleship, mission, 
ministry and service. 

+ Philip



The Diocese
THE Diocese of Truro includes more than 300 
churches in more than 200 parishes spread across 
Cornwall, the Isles of Scilly, and two just over the 
border in Devon. It is a big one - the total area 
covers 1,370 square miles. 

The diocese is divided into two archdeaconries - 
the Archdeaconry of Bodmin and the 
Archdeaconry of Cornwall - that are subdivided 
into five and seven rural deaneries, respectively. 
The four Saltash parishes contain five churches 
and are among 135 in the Bodmin Archdeaconry 
and fall in the deanery of East Wivelshire.

The Right Reverend Philip Mounstephen is the 
16th Bishop of Truro. He was consecrated at 
St Paul’s Cathedral by the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, taking up his seat in Truro Cathedral 
on January 12, 2019. 



In due course, we shall explore the possibility of pastoral 
reorganisation to form a United Benefice from this cluster. It 
will be key for the appointee to work with and build a team of 
lay and ordained people to serve together across these 
parishes, and to enable a sense of common vision. 

It is neither desirable, nor possible, to do this according to the 
traditional model of parish priest as “parson”. This new model 
of leadership in the diocese is both instinctively and intensely 
collaborative. 

The model focuses on recognising, building and releasing the 
ministry gifts of God’s people, and on building leadership 
teams of both ordained and lay people. 

The appointee will need gifting in diplomacy, communication 
and teaching to help the congregations and community 
engage (imaginatively) with this challenging new reality. 

If you think this may be for you, please do read on and 
explore the opportunity before you. 

Archdeacon Kelly

The Ven Kelly Betteridge
Archdeacon of Bodmin

WE are seeking a new priest in charge of Saltash benefice and of 
Landrake with St Erney and Botusfleming, who will be able to take 
this informal combination of benefices through into a new stage 
of living, working and serving together. 

The parishes of Saltash and of St Stephen-by-Saltash have been a 
United Benefice with a Ministry Team since 1985. The parishes of 
Landrake with St Erney and of Botusfleming with Hatt have been 
informally combined with Saltash since 2012. This makes 
particular sense as a large housing development will soon span 
the two parishes of St Stephen and Botusfleming.



You?
WE are looking for an innovative, imaginative and inspirational leader to come alongside us and help us develop and 
implement a fresh vision for living out and sharing the Gospel in our communities.

The passion of their personal faith will be infectious, and will give encouragement to the spiritual life in each believer. They will 
identify, embrace and manage any necessary change and have the resilience to keep going, even when things do not work out 
first time.

In particular, we expect that they would:

● be a person of prayer with a commitment to a church which needs nurturing and serving to enable it to grow;
● have proven skills in encouraging and developing every member ministry;
● be able to build, lead and manage effective teams of lay and ordained ministers and engage with deanery colleagues;
● be comfortable with a variety of styles of worship, from the Book of Common Prayer and choral worship to Messy 

Church and informal worship;
● have the enthusiasm and skills to engage with the younger generations; 
● look to embrace families and become an integral part of the community, enjoying the opportunities brought by school 

assemblies and Open the Book;
● be able to communicate effectively (including using IT), with people in the church and the community, preaching from a 

sound Biblical base and bringing scriptural truths to life and relevance for today.



Saltash A’gas Dynergh
HALFWAY across the River Tamar, you enter another country - 
‘Kernow a’gas dynergh’ reads the sign on the 1961 road bridge that 
links Great Britain’s most southerly and westerly county with the 
rest of the nation. Welcome to Cornwall.

The welcome is genuine. Locals are quick to remind visitors that the 
toll booths are on the Devon side of the county boundary marked 
by the Tamar, so you are free to visit beautiful Cornwall and have to 
pay only when you leave.

The proud independent spirit of the peninsula is further reflected a 
few metres later by another signposted greeting in the Celtic 
mother tongue, given greater emphasis by the gigantic traditional 
cross in the shadow of which it stands: ‘Welcome to Saltash - Kynsa le 
Kernow’ - the first place in Cornwall.

First - and biggest in South East Cornwall: more than 16,500 were 
happy to call Saltash ‘home’ last time there was an official count. 
What follows might help explain why...



The Area

Tip
Ideally, speak of people 
in very different 
situations, but where 
each could benefit from 
your solution.

ONCE through the Gateway to Cornwall, you find yourself in a unique, charming, 
historical, slightly mystical land.

Glorious countryside, acres of moorland and a striking coastline provide the 
backdrop for the UK’s sunniest county, steeped in centuries of tradition and home 
to: the open-air clifftop Minack Theatre; Newquay’s famous Fistral Beach surf; the 
Arthurian legend at Tintagel; the world’s largest greenhouse at the Eden Project; 
the tidal island of Saint Michael’s Mount; fantastical plant sculptures at the Lost 
Gardens of Heligan; Henry VIII’s coastal fort, Pendennis Castle; the subtropical 
paradise of Trebah Gardens; Tate St Ives; a South West Coast Path containing 
picturesque coves, golden beaches and quaint harbours; and much, much more.

That is all to the west of Saltash. To the east, separated only by the Tamar, is the 
historic maritime city of Plymouth, Britain’s Ocean City, from where the Pilgrim 
Fathers set sail for America five centuries ago, home to Plymouth Hoe; the Royal 
Navy; the National Marine Aquarium; the Theatre Royal; the National Fireworks 
Championships; Plymouth Argyle; Dartmoor Zoo; and Derriford Hospital, where 
previous Saltash ministers have been part of  the chaplaincy team serving Saltash 
residents and other patients.



Chapter and Synod. Synod meetings usually hear from a 
speaker on a practical matter (e.g. growing local ministries) and 
consider how this may be carried out locally. We are also 
reflecting on how the deanery can foster conversation and 
better communication between the diocese and the parishes, 
perhaps using the deanery as a hub.

Each parish grouping brings its own expertise and strengths to 
the deanery. We seek a colleague from Saltash who can 
identify the strengths and gifts of that group and bring them to 
support other parishes, via the deanery. We are also 
constructing a deanery plan centred on growth and 
discipleship - we pray for a colleague who can offer insight and 
energy in this, also.

Rural Dean 

David 
Watters

THE East Wivelshire Deanery has undergone a pastoral 
reorganisation and now comprises five groups of parishes led by 
five stipendiary clergy and a curate, and a House for Duty priest. 
There is significant support from a number of PTO (mainly 
retired) clergy. 

The deanery collectively is proactive in encouraging lay ministries 
and there are a significant number of Local Licensed Ministers 
(Readers),  Worship Leaders and Pastoral Ministers. A number of 
ordinands and a reader-in-training have originated within the 
deanery.

Beyond its statutory duties, the Deanery seeks to encourage 
growth and discipleship and these are key focuses both within the

The Revd 
Chris Painter

and
Deanery Lay Chair 



SALTASH was founded as a market town in the 12th century, strategically important as 
a ferrying place across the Tamar estuary. It has expanded ever since, mainly to the west and 
north, and now what might be unofficially termed ‘Greater Saltash’ could be said to include 
the villages of Landrake and St Erney, Hatt and Botusfleming.

Certainly that is the case from a Diocesan point of view, with the gloriously titled 50-year-old  
‘United Benefice of Landrake with St Erney and Botusfleming with Hatt’ having been itself 
united with the already twinned and adjoining parishes of Saltash and St Stephen-by-Saltash 
in mid-2012.

So, in this document, ‘Saltash’ generally refers to this extended area around the town 
- the ‘Saltash Cluster’ that is ministered to by the Saltash Team Ministry.

Nowadays, Saltash boasts five Anglican churches; three Methodist chapels; a Baptist church; 
a Roman Catholic church; six primary schools (two of them CoE); a secondary school; two 
castles; a nature reserve; a cottage hospital dealing with outpatients ; a library; a railway 
bridge and station; a road bridge and tunnel; a country club and championship golf course; a 
leisure centre; football, rugby union and tennis clubs; a BMX and skate park; a May Fair; a 
Summer Regatta; a Christmas Lantern Parade; and plenty more.

The Cluster



Maps



In and Around Saltash 1
Festivals
Saltash May Fair takes place during early Spring, and Saltash Town Regatta brings music and 
entertainment to the Waterside area in the summer. On the water, there are intense gig races with 
the best teams in the world taking part, along with flashboat rowing and dinghy racing; ashore, there 
many stalls and marquees, and much music. 

Sport and Leisure
Saltash is the home of Caradon Pilot Gig Rowing Club and has a non-league football club, Saltash 
United, and a rugby union club. There is also a cycling club - regular rides take place throughout the 
year for all levels and abilities - and the Tamar Trotters runners.

Saltash Leisure centre houses a leisure pool, gym and fitness facilities; the China Fleet Country Club 
has an 18-hole championship-standard golf course, a swimming pool with spa, and other facilities.

For the Young
Livewire Youth Project, a music-themed youth club, is located on the banks of the Tamar, boasting a 
recording studio, band practice rooms, and a 300-person capacity music venue. Bands such as The 
Damned and The Hoosiers have played at the Project.

The Core Youth and Community Centre is a safe, inspiring place for young people to connect and 
engage in sporting, creative and leisure activities, and to access essential youth services.

The cluster also boasts scouts, guides, St John Ambulance, army cadets, air cadets, maritime cadets, 
and the Junior Tamar Trotters runners.



In and Around Saltash 2
Sport and Leisure
The Saltash Sailing Club caters for all ages, with more 100 cadets out on the water on a 
Friday night. There are dinghy and yacht races and activities.

A BMX and skatepark are situated in Saltmill Park, which is also home to an all-weather pitch.

Saltash Tennis Centre consists of two grass courts and two hard courts, along with a 
clubhouse. The club has teams in the Plymouth and District Leagues.

Local Attractions
Cotehele House (National Trust)
St Mellion International Resort

Royal Albert Bridge
China Fleet Country Club

Saltash Art Trail
Saltash Heritage Trail

Saltash Museum and Local History Centre
Saltash Tennis Centre

Saltmill Park
Tincombe Nature Reserve



The Churches The ‘Cluster’
St Mary, Botusfleming

St Stephen-by-Saltash

St Michael, Landrake

StTerninus, St Erney

St Nicholas and St Faith, Saltash

THE Saltash Area Ministry encompasses five Anglican churches.  

The town of Saltash has two churches: St Nicholas & St Faith, parts of 

which date back to the Norman era and which is situated at the end of the 

high street; and the slightly younger, definitely bigger, and 

just-out-of-town St Stephen-by-Saltash.

The other three churches are in villages well within 15 minutes drive of 

Saltash.  

Landrake is home to the church of St Michael, which dominates the village 

square; close by, in the same parish, is the smaller church of St Terninus, 

dedicated to the mysterious St Terni, in the hamlet of St Erney.  

Completing the quintet, is the church of St Mary, in the village of 

Botusfleming, which was founded in the time of Richard I.

Travel Times
Saltash ➡ Landrake 8⃣ mins

Saltash ➡ St Erney 1⃣3⃣ mins

Saltash ➡ Botusfleming 9⃣ mins

Landrake ➡ St Erney 3⃣ mins

St Erney ➡ Botusfleming 9⃣ mins

Landrake ➡ Botusfleming 7⃣ mins



St Mary’s, Botusfleming

High point of the 
year is the 
traditional 
Christmas Eve 
village carol 
service

A good social mix, 
with many talents 
in the community, 
waiting for an 
enthusiastic leader 
with a youthful 
outlook

Grade I . Capacity 155. Electoral Roll 28



Tip
If one example isn’t 
sufficient to help people 
understand the breadth 
of your idea, pick a 
couple of examples.

St Mary’s, Botusfleming 
THE church of St Mary, dedicated in 1259, is a Grade II listed 

building with a capacity of 155 that hosts a caring, 

community-focused and Christian-centred people in a country 

parish divided by the A388: ‘Botus’, St Mary’s, and the church hall 

to the east; Hatt – a 1970s dormitory development – to the west.

St Mary’s holds a regular weekly service: All-Age Worship on the 

first Sunday of the month; Holy Communion on the second and 

fourth; and a BCP-based Morning Prayer on the third.

The benefice boasts an active PCC, with eight members, and an 

electoral register of 28.

It enjoys a good and active relationship with the Parish Council, 

whose chairman attends Carol and Remembrance Services - and 

even came in 2020 following major heart surgery!

The village dug deep to provide for replacement Church roof to 

centre valley, with it all paid for on £20,000 and gifts from the 

wider community .

The high point of the year is the traditional 

Christmas Eve village carol service, when around 

200 people cram into a standing-room-only church. 

Carol singing has been a feature of St Mary’s for 

many years, as has the annual  Rogation Service, 

when a tractor and trailer go out into the 

community.

The Church Hall is used for village social activities, 

including the BOHATUS retirement group; WI; 

wood-turning; and dog training.



St Michael’s, Landrake

Open the Book is 
led by the church 
and performed by 
pupils of Sir Robert 
Geffery’s CEVA 
school

The congregation 
helps run a monthly 
Community Lunch; 
a weekly coffee 
morning; and a 
foodbank

Grade I . Capacity 156. Electoral Roll 47 (with St Terninus)



Tip
Show how your solution 
helps the person in 
the story reach his or 
her goals.

St Michael’s, Landrake 
DOMINATING the rural village of Landrake is a Grade I church dedicated to St 

Michael; oldest parts of the present church date back more than 750 years, 

although there may well have been an earlier Saxon church on the site. 

Given that the River Lynher at Notter Bridge was, for a time, the international 

border between Cornwall and Wessex (England), Landrake would have been 

an important border post.

The church tower, at 100 feet high, is said to be amongst the tallest in 

Cornwall. However, large amounts of money need to be raised to repair most 

of the windows, especially the main window in the south aisle.

 Landrake church has, for at least 750 years, shared a priest with St Erney. 

Members of the congregation help run the monthly Community Lunch; a 

weekly coffee morning; and Open the Book in the village’s Sir Robert Geffery’s 

CEVA school, led by the church and performed by pupils. 

There is also a small scale, unofficial,  foodbank run by church members.



St Terninus, St Erney

Special services like 
a Christmas Carol 
Service, Easter Day 
Service and Harvest 
Festival are very 
popular

The congregation 
has strong views in 
favour of 
maintaining the BCP 
pattern and 
language of worship

Grade II* . Capacity 84. Electoral Roll 47 (with St Michael)



Tip
If one example isn’t 
sufficient to help people 
understand the breadth 
of your idea, pick a 
couple of examples.

St Terninus, St Erney
THE most rurally situated of the five churches – a Grade II* listed 

building – is dedicated to St Terni, about whom nothing is known. 

St Erney was once the mother church of Landrake, although it has 

since become subordinate to it, and is merged under the name of 

that parish as ‘Landrake with St Erney’ and shares a PCC with St 

Michael’s. 

The earliest reference to the church is 1269, from which time it has 

shared a priest with St Michael’s, although worship on the site may 

reach back to Celtic times. However, the earliest known written 

record of the parish is in King Cnut’s 1018 Charter, wherein he 

confirmed the gift of land in Landrake and St Erney to Bishop 

Burwhold by King Edmund in exchange for some land in Devon.

Matins, on the first Sunday of the month, and Holy Communion, on 

the third, are held at St Erney and follow the traditional Book of 

Common Prayer format. Music for services, including the very 

popular parish candlelit Carol Service, is provided by a brass group.



St Nicholas & St Faith, Saltash

Looking for a 
renewed vision, 
with increased 
confidence and 
enthusiasm to share 
the gospel

A supportive, 
friendly and 
welcoming church 
community, with a 
traditional approach 
to church life

Grade I . Capacity 250. Electoral Roll 45



 

St Nicholas & St Faith, Saltash

Tip
If one example isn’t 
sufficient to help people 
understand the breadth 
of your idea, pick a 
couple of examples.

the St Nicholas & St Faith Pre-School – originally started 

by the church but now an independent charity.

The church has a dedicated social committee that 

encourages fellowship and raises funds, through all-day 

breakfasts, beetle drives, and other activities. It also has 

some skilled flower arrangers and an enthusiastic 

cleaning team who ensure an attractive setting for 

worship. 

The annual Christmas Tree Festival is a highlight of the 

year and draws in the wider community. 

AN attractive Grade 1 listed building, dating back to the 

12th century, the position of the church near the centre 

of the older part of the town has advantages and 

disadvantages: on the one hand, it is quite close to the 

main shopping street, the Guildhall and Town Council 

offices, parking and other amenities; on the other, it is no 

longer near the main residential areas – Saltash, like 

many small towns, has grown outwards.

The Church Rooms, originally a school-house and 

adjacent to the church, are used for church social 

activities and by a number of external groups, including 



St Stephen’s, Saltash

Messy Church is very 
well supported, with 
between 30-40 
children plus parents 
participating each 
month

The church has a 
highly successful 
social committee 
that stages events 
including choir 
concerts

Grade I . Capacity 380. Electoral Roll 103



Tip
Show how your solution 
helps the person in 
the story reach his or 
her goals.

St Stephen’s, Saltash
ST Stephen-by-Saltash is the largest of the parishes in the cluster and 
home to the Grade I listed church of St Stephen, which is now in an 
expanded Saltash town, rather than by it.

The church stands in the former village of St Stephen, the origins of which 
go back to the 12th century, and hosts worship in the Anglican tradition 
using Common Worship format.

On the first Sunday of the month, there is an All-Age Service that has been 
led by the head of Bishop Cornish School in the parish, where a new head is 
currently being appointed. Wednesday sees a morning communion service 
and Messy Church takes place every third Saturday of the month, 

The church has a highly successful social committee that stages events 
including choir concerts and Trade and Craft Fairs, which attract many 
local people - the Christmas Shopping Evenings are extremely popular.

There is a very active Mothers Union, with members from all the churches 
in the cluster, and both a Men’s Group and Ladies’ Group with members 
from outside the church community.



Pattern
Of
Worship



LIKE all Christian communities, the churches in the cluster have risen to 
challenges posed by the restrictions on worship as a result of the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Throughout the various lockdowns, the cluster has produced online services.

Initially pre-recorded with contributions, ministerial and lay, from people’s 
own homes and stitched seamlessly together, the coverage progressed to 
filming services ‘as live’ from churches and uploading them to the official 
Saltash Area Ministry YouTube channel (bit.ly/samytc).

When restrictions were briefly lifted, services continued to be videoed for 
those who were unable to attend in person.

Parish business has also been maintained by use of the ubiquitous Zoom app.

Allied to a daily Thought for the Day email, and emails offering practical help 
and guidance - from ministers and volunteers - the cluster has sought to 
maintain a healthy living presence in the community.

A COVID-19 Response



Team Talk
THE Saltash Team Ministry has been through significant recent changes but benefits considerably from four 
retired PTO clergy: Reverend Prebendary Brian Anderson, Reverend Diane Burrows, Reverend Gordon 
Cryer and Reverend Pam Sellix; a Licenced Lay Minister, Rick Cowdery; ten lay pastoral ministers and two 
worship leaders; and churchwardens, servers and laity across the cluster. 

The Saltash Area Ministry office - with space for the priest, if required - is located next to St Stephen’s Church, 
and we employ a part-time (12 hours) parish administrator to reduce the burden of paperwork, printing, 
memorial enquiries, etc. We have a keen voluntary editor for our Team Magazine, who also maintains our 
Saltash Area Churches website (www.saltashteamministry.org).
 
We have always had friendly relations with the Methodist, Baptist and Roman Catholic Churches in the area. 
For many years, these links were formalised as “Saltash Churches Together”, but this is not currently active – 
although clergy from the different denominations have continued  to co-operate in various ways.

http://www.saltashteamministry.org/


School Days
ALL the schools in the Saltash cluster hold services at our churches. 

Bishop Cornish (Saltash) and Sir Robert Geffery’s (Landrake) are 

Church of England voluntary-aided primary schools with just over 200 

pupils each that hold daily acts of worship led by the children. The 

minister serves as a governor of Bishop Cornish, a Deanery School 

serving East Wivelshire that holds confirmation classes bi-annually, 

and has traditionally been a governor at  Sir Robert Geffery’s.

St Stephens (294 pupils), Burraton (411), Brunel (331) and Landulph 

(67) are community primary schools, although the latter lies just 

outside the parish of Botusfleming  with Hatt. 

Saltash Community School (1,134 pupils) is a mixed comprehensive 

school for 11-18 year-olds established in its present form in 1968. The 

school converted to Academy Status in April 2011, and became part of 

a Multi Academy Trust (SMART) with one of its partner primaries, 

Landulph, in January 2014. 



Bishop Cornish School
“THE relationship that we have with the priest-in-charge 
in Saltash is a very special one and we look forward to 
welcoming and working in partnership with the new 
incumbent to Discover God’s Kingdom and Grow the 
Church the Saints’ Way in this beautiful part of Cornwall.

“Bishop Cornish is a Church of England Voluntary 

Aided School that serves the Deanery of East Wivelshire 

– something of which we are very proud. Our school is 

the smallest in Saltash, being just one form entry, but is 

an exceptionally special and unique place. Please go to 

www.bishop-cornish.cornwall.sch.uk and find out more.

“The priest-in-charge holds an ex-officio role on the 

governing body, something we cherish, and we have 

always regularly welcomed them to lead worship in 

school or to join us informally worshipping with the 

children and staff. 

“We regularly hold services in St Stephens – the church

that is closest to school (within walking distance) and 
large enough to accommodate the whole school and 
parents (although for our Christingle Service many have 
to stand!) This includes our Harvest Festival and Leaver’s 
Eucharistic Service. 

“We also perform our Passion Play, which involves all 
the children in KS2, every other year at St Nicholas and 
St Faith. This musical play was written by the Deputy 
Head a few years ago and is a highlight of our worshiping 
calendar.

“For many years, we have been graded as an 
Outstanding Church of England School – we are a 
worshipping community aiming to serve our community.

“We look forward to welcoming the successful 
candidate as a member of our school community and 
team, and working with them bringing the Gospel to life 
for our children and families.”



Sir Robert Geffery’s School
“SIR Robert Geffery’s is a popular school in the heart of 
its community and enjoys a strong relationship with the 
congregation at St Michael’s Church in Landrake and the 
priest-in-charge. We really look forward to a new 
appointment being made and welcoming the new priest 
to our school.

“Sir Robert Geffery’s is a School for Enthusiasts where 
we live life in its fullness knowing that, with God as our 
strength, we will be the best we can be. It is a popular 
single-entry school that is usually oversubscribed. 
Children travel from all over to attend. 

“We are a strong learning community where we live out 
our Christian values. Our school anthem at SRG, Our 
Strength is GOD, is sung with pride.

“Our website - www.sir-robert-gefferys.cornwall.sch.uk - 
will give you much information.

“We hope that whoever is appointed will be a regular 
visitor and friend to our school and become involved 
with our governing body. 

“We enjoy services at the church including Harvest, 
Easter and Christingle. Our Christmas Plays are a 
highlight of every year The priest-in-charge has also 
supported our RE lessons in the past and been a 
well-known member of our community.

“We always invite the priest  to become as involved as 
they wish to be.

“Our school was recognised as outstanding by OFSTED 
in 2012 and has had an Outstanding Judgement many 
times, including the last one in 2017.

“We look forward to welcoming the successful 
candidate and working with them so that we continue  to 
reflect the love of Christ in our school and beyond.”



Home Comforts
THE Saltash Team Minister will live in the Rectory, adjacent to St Stephen 
Church and within 15 minutes of all the churches and schools in the cluster. 

The Rectory  is a modern, well-maintained, detached house situated in a 
part-walled, wrap-around garden. 

It has four bedrooms; bathroom; lounge; dining room; kitchen/breakfast 
room; utility room; study/office; and cloakroom; gas central heating and 
UPVC double-glazing. 

It has a garage and there is ample off-road parking for at least four cars.





A Celtic Blessing

May the road rise up to meet you

May the wind be always at your back

May the sun shine warm upon your face; 

the rains fall soft upon your fields,

and, until we meet again, 

may God hold you in the palm of His hand



Appendix: Cluster Numbers
34-36 Botusfleming with Hatt

37-39 Landrake with St Erney

40-42 Saltash

43-45 St Stephen-by-Saltash



Botus 
Fleming







Landrake

with

St Erney



Until the last three years, Landrake with St Erney paid MMF in full by using 
reserves and doing little maintenance. 

During the last three years, only £1,600, £1,600, and £5,000 has been paid 
towards MMF. In 2018, £3,857 was retained for repairs in 2019; in 2019, 
£5, 963 for repairs in 2020. 

In 2020, the church also suffered a hard-to-find major water leak in the 
central heating system and malicious vandalism that were not fully 
covered by insurance. 

There are major repairs needed to the windows of both churches, the 
most urgent of which will cost more than £30,000. 

Landrake is a small community - there is only so much a year that can be 
raised locally by fundraising. In the best year, about £3,000 was raised.

Several unsuccessful applications for grants have been made.





St Nicholas
and
St Faith



As for many churches, 2020 was difficult financially 
because of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Giving through the PGS scheme and received from 
direct debits held up well, but income from weekly gift 
envelopes, cash collections and fundraising events was 
significantly reduced – with the notable exception of 
our annual Christmas Tree Festival, which was fitted in 
between lockdowns and which raised over £3,600. 

Overall, income was down some £10,000 and the full 
MMF contribution (usually around £26,000) was 
unable to be paid for the first time in many years.





St Stephen



2020 was a difficult year financially, because of the 

pandemic restrictions.

The PGS worked well and kept income up, but we 

missed our fundraising events so we were not able 

to pay our MMF in full. On average over the last four 

years , we have raised £12,000 a year.

We hope to get back to doing some of our very 

successful events this year, e.g. the Christmas 

Shopping Evening.




