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June & July 2018
for the parish & people of HambledonLOCAL INFORMATION

Telephone numbers
023 unless stated

Church of St Peter and St Paul (Church of England)
 Churchwardens Mrs Rachel Houlberg 9263 2424
   Mr Robert Solomon 9263 2558
 Readers Mrs Gillian Hurst 9225 5006
   Mrs Betty Spiller 9263 2425
   Mr James Blott 9263 2031
   Mr Graham Parr 9263 2237
 Parish Secretary Miss Marie Leafhead 9263 2710
 Baptisms and Weddings Mr Graham Parr 9263 2237
 PCC: Treasurer Mr Jim Twiney 9263 2635
  Secretary Miss Marie Leafhead 9263 2710
  Stewardship Pat Crew  9263 2554
 “Open House” Mrs Betty Spiller 9263 2425
 Pastoral Care Mrs Jenny Bellinger 9263 2498
 Bell-ringing Mrs Gill Hales 9259 1366
 Church Choir Mrs Caroline Allen 9263 2545

Methodist Church – Green Lane
 Circuit Minister The Reverend David Moss 01329 833518
 Steward/Treasurer Mr John Sargent 9263 2305

Roman Catholic Church – Sacred Heart, Waterlooville
 Priest  Rev, Mgr. Canon Jeremy Garratt 9226 2289
 Parish Secretary Mrs Susan Siou (Mon to Fri) 9226 2289
 Local Representative Mrs Margaret Day 9263 2533

YOUR LOCAL:
 Parish Council Mr Paul Quinn OBE (Chairman) 9263 2946
 Clerk  Mrs Joanna Tester, clerkhambledon@gmail.com 9263 2106
 District Councillors Cllr Linda Gemmell 01489 895 023
   Cllr Frank Pearson 01489 892 822
   Cllr Vicki Weston 01329 835 161
 County Councillor Cllr Roger Huxstep 01329 833884
 Council Winchester City Council 01962 840222
 Member of Parliament George Hollingbery (Meon Valley Constituency) 01962 884550
 Village Hall Bookings Louise Mack  9263 2010
   email: bookhambledonvillagehall@outlook.com
   website: hambledonhantsvillagehall.weebly.com
 Youth Hut Bookings Laura Plaisted 9263 2388

EMERGENCY NUMBERS
 Doctor  Health Centre, Denmead 9223 9630
   Branch Surgery, Hambledon Village Hall 9263 2453
   Mon, Wed, Fri, 8:30 am to 10 am
 NHS Direct   111
 Police  All Hampshire Police Stations 999
     101 (Non emergency)

   Hambledon website: hambledon-hants.com
   Parish Council website: hambledon-pc.gov.uk
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LETTERS

As I write this the excitement of Easter has 
almost evaporated, it was six Sundays ago. 

However as far as the Churches calendar is 
concerned we are still in the Easter season. I 
recently read an article that suggested that 1st 
April should always be Easter day. The reasoning 
behind this statement is that God’s actions or 
sometimes lack of action appears to those who 
consider themselves wise to be foolish. To consider 
that God acts foolishly is to reveal a misapprehension 
of God’s purpose and his relationship with his 
wonderful creation! As I look out of my window 
I see the leaves opening on Sam Lake’s trees. As I 
walk around the village I see blossom forming. I 
see bulbs in bloom. I see the rape coming into its 
full yellow flowering. As I drive into Petersfield I 
experience the full effect of spring’s wonderful 
palette on the countryside. Waking in the early 
hours I enjoy wonderful sun rises. And what can 
be more invigorating than to hear the joyful early 
morning songs of the birds that inhabit our 
gardens! I find it impossible to say that our God 
who created our world is not still at work.

Today we have been celebrating Rogation tide. 
The Reverend Stuart Cleaver presided over a very 
spiritual Parish Eucharist held on the Crossley’s 
farm at Rushmere. The door to the barn we used 
was open and the congregation were treated to a 
most wonderful panoramic view over the 
countryside looking towards Denmead. We were 
reminded that rogation comes from the Latin 
‘Rogare’ meaning to ask. Apparently even in 
Roman times the farmers had problems with 
disease in their crops. At that time dogs were 
sacrificed to appease the gods and to ensure a good 
harvest. Josie and Jane refused to allow their dogs 
to be sacrificed to ensure a good harvest in 
Hambledon. Mr Crossley led us to understand 
that these days more scientific methods are used! 
However the power of prayer cannot be overlooked 
and we sprayed copious amounts of prayer over 
the crops of the world to seek a good harvest for 
all mankind.

My thoughts are also turning towards our 
young people who are entering the dreaded 

public examination period. GCSE, A levels and 
the International Baccalaureate are all taking place 
now. Two of our grandsons are amongst the many 
who will be coping with this fraught and anxious 
period. I am sure that all the candidates will be 
doing their very best to satisfy the examiners. My 
prayers go out to all of them that they may do 
the best that they can do. I pray also that their 
families and friends will give their loved ones the 
support and guidance that they require.

Many years ago when I was doing A Levels we 
studied many poets all of whom wrote about this 
time of the year. I am fond of all of them. However 
I think that the most poignant for this time of 
year is ‘Home Thoughts From Abroad’ by Robert 
Browning and I make no apology for sharing this 
with you all.

Oh, to be in England,  
Now that April’s there,  
And whoever wakes in England  
Sees, some morning, unaware,  
That the lowest boughs and the brushwood sheaf  
Round the elm-tree bole are in tiny leaf,  
While the chaffinch sings on the orchard bough 
In England - now! 
 
And after April, when May follows,  
And the whitethroat builds, and all the swallows -  
Hark! where my blossomed pear-tree in the hedge  
Leans to the field and scatters on the clover  
Blossoms and dewdrops - at the bent spray’s edge -  
That’s the wise thrush; he sings each song twice over,  
Lest you should think he never could recapture  
The first fine careless rapture!  
And though the fields look rough with hoary dew,  
All will be gay when noontide wakes anew  
The buttercups, the little children’s dower,  
- Far brighter than this gaudy melon-flower!

Every moment I thank God for the abundance 
which he gives to us. He loves us undeservedly, 
he provides our daily needs. Thanks be to God 
for his munificence. Our task is to share his gifts 
and to spread his good news.

Graham Parr

Lost and Now Found

The colour painting of HMS HAMBLEDON 
by Col Spaight has been located in Godalming 

Town Museum and it is now planned that it will 
be on permanent loan to Waverley Borough 
Council. The Ships Badge was handed over by 
Cllr Paul Quinn (Hambledon PC) and Tony 
Coates (Hambledon RBL), in a ceremony at The 
Ball and Ball on Monday 23rd March, to the 
Mayor of Waverley Borough Council ( Cllr 
Simon Inchbald) as it is part of the history of the 
Borough and its predecessor Hambledon Rural 
District Council.

The three items missing from The Vine have 
been found – thank you Gareth and Hannah.

Tony Coates

FROM A LAY READER

Alleluia, Christ is risen! He is risen indeed Thank You

Just to say, thank you to Martyn Kille for 
saving the day at the Film Night. It had been 

a very wet, cold and miserable day and a good 
number of us decided to cheer ourselves up by 
going to see the monthly film. Unfortunately the 
film would not play and we sadly prepared to 
leave, but with a lot of work and determination 
Martyn managed to get us a film to watch. I am 
sure the loud spontaneous applause at the end 
was partly for the entertainment but mostly that 
we hadn’t braved the elements in vain. So thank 
you Martyn.

Margaret and Michael Rolfe

Thank You

So many letters of thanks are published reflecting 
the wonderful spirit of neighbourliness and 

compassion that form notable characteristics of 
Hambledonians. We wish to add our heartfelt 
thanks to all those who expressed their concern 
and offered or provided help and support during 
Ian’s recent illness. Our thanks for your prayers 
for Ian’s recovery. Thankfully those prayers were 
answered. Ian is at home and recovering steadily, 
although it will be some months before he can 
expect to be back at full fitness.

Ian and Jean Grant

Wanted

Jack Russell terrier pup, preferably a rough coat. 
Sadly, I lost my adored Thumper last month at 

the grand old age of 15 (104/5 in human years 
according to the vet) and I need another ‘personal 
trainer’ to keep me fit.

If anyone knows of a pup from a reliable/
ethical source please contact me on 9263 2599. 
Thank you.

Christine Hartridge
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SERVICES FOR JUNE 2018 SERVICES FOR JULY 2018

Notes for May
 Mondays to Fridays 8:30 am Morning Prayer (8 am on Tuesdays) 
 Tuesdays 7 pm Choir Practice
 Wednesdays 5 pm Evening Prayer
 Thursdays 7:30 pm Bell ringing Practice

BCP - Book of Common Prayer, 1662
CW - Common Worship, Services and Prayers for the Church of England, 2000

Notes for April
 Mondays to Fridays 8:30 am Morning Prayer (8 am on Tuesdays) 
 Tuesdays 7 pm Choir Practice
 Wednesdays 5 pm Evening Prayer followed by informal prayer
 Thursdays 7:30 pm Bell ringing Practice

BCP - Book of Common Prayer, 1662
CW - Common Worship, Services and Prayers for the Church of England, 2000

3rd 1st SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
 8 am Holy Communion BCP 2 Corinthians 4:5-12 Mark 2:23-3:6
 10:30 am Parish Communion CW Deuteronomy 5:12-15 2 Corinthians 4:5-12
    Mark 2:23-3:6
 6:30 pm Evensong BCP Jeremiah 5 v1-19 Romans 7:7-end

6th 9:30:am Holy Communion CW 2 Timothy 1:1-3, 6-12 Mark 12:18-27 

10th 2nd SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
 8 am Holy Communion BCP 2Corinthians 4v13-5:1 Mark 3:20-end 
 10:30 am Parish Communion  CW Genesis 3:8-15 2Corinthians 4v13-5:1
    Mark 3:20-end
 6:30 pm Evensong of 
  Barnabas The Apostle BCP Isaiah 42:5-12 Acts 14:8-end

13th 9:30 am Holy Communion CW 1 Kings 18:20-39  Matthew 5 17-19

17th 3rd SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
 8 am Holy Communion BCP 2Corinthians 5:6-10,14-17 Mark 4:26-34
 10:30 am Parish Communion CW Ezekiel 17:22-end 2 Corinthians 5:6-10, 14-17
    Mark 4:26-34
 6:30pm Taizé

20th 9:30am Holy Communion CW 2Kings 2:1, 6-14 Matthew 6:1-6, 16-18

24th BIRTH OF JOHN THE BAPTIST 4th SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
 8 am Holy Communion BCP Acts 13:14b-26 Luke 1:57-66, 80
 10 am Short Family Service
 11 am Matins BCP Malachi 4 Matthew 11:2-19
 6:30 pm Holy Communion CW Acts 13:14b-26 Luke 1:57-66, 80

27th 9:30 am Holy Communion CW 2Kings 22 v8-13; 23:1-3 Matthew 7:15-20

1st PATRONAL FESTIVAL   5th SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
 8 am Holy Communion BCP Acts 12:1-11 Matthew 16:13-19
 10:30 am Parish Communion CW Zechariah 4:1-6a,10b-end Acts 12:1-11
    Matthew 16:13-19
 6:30 pm Evensong  BCP Ezekiel 34:11-16 John 21:15-22

4th 9:30 am Holy Communion CW Amos 5:14-15,21-24 Matthew 8:28-end

8th 6th SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
 8 am Holy Communion BCP 2 Corinthians 12:2-10 Mark 6:1-13
 10:30 am Parish Communion CW Ezekiel 2:1-5 2 Corinthians 12:2-10
    Mark 6:1-13
 6:30 pm Evensong  BCP Jeremiah 20:1-11a Romans 14:1-17

11th 9:30 am Holy Communion CW Hosea 10:1-3,7-8,12 Matthew 10:1-7

15th 7th SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
 8 am Holy Communion  BCP Ephesians 1:3-14 Mark 6:14-29
 10:30 am Parish Communion CW Amos 7:7-15 Ephesians 1:3-14
    Mark 6:14-29
 6:30 pm Evensong  BCP Job 4:1, 5:6-end Romans 15:14-29

18th 9:30am Holy Communion  CW Isaiah 10:5-7, 13-16 Matthew 11:25-27

22nd MARY MAGDALENE   8th SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
 8 am Holy Communion BCP 2 Corinthians 5:14-17 John 20:1-2, 11-18
 10 am Short Family Service
 11 am Matins BCP Zephaniah 3:14-end Mark 15:40-16:7
 6:30 pm Holy Communion CW 2 Corinthians 5:14-17 John 20:1-2, 11-18

25th 9:30am Holy Communion CW Acts 11:27-12:2 Matthew 20:20-28

29th 9th SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
 8 am Holy Communion  BCP Ephesians 3:14-end John 6:1-21
 10:30 am Parish Communion  CW 2 Kings 4:42-end Ephesians 3:14-end
    John 6:1-21
 6:30 pm Evensong  BCP Job 19:1-27a Hebrews 8
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The troubles in the Middle East are never far 
from our attention, as portrayed in the media 

and on our television screens. The heart-breaking 
images of displaced families, devastated communities, 
and violence on a scale that is hard to imagine 
continually bombard us on a daily basis. We may 
experience feelings of helplessness, impotence and 
even guilt as we witness the atrocities that are 
inflicted on the citizens of these regions.

However, signs of encouragement and hope 
are appearing in some of these war-torn cities as 
so-called IS has been pushed back. I have been 
reading the recent publication from “Open Doors” 
which is an organisation that supports persecuted 
Christians in many areas around the world – did 
you know that Christians are now the most 
persecuted religious group in the world? There was 
an article this month about a Christian Community 
in Qaraqosh Iraq where life is returning to the 
streets, people are trading, restaurants are opening, 
students going to their studies. From a burned-out 
Church a faithful Pastor called Father George has 
been working with “Open Doors” to run a project 
to help residents to repair and restore their 
homes and livelihoods. To date 286 families have 
returned to their homes, and Father George is 
working closely with families to recall them from 
wherever they have fled to take up their rightful 
place back in their own homes. What a story of 
hope in a dark place! How has this transformation 
been possible with a people who rightfully 
should be completely without hope? Musa and 
Ishba are an elderly couple who have been back 
in Qaraqosh for several months, they explained 
– “What helped us is our Faith, we can’t live 
without our faith. Sometimes people call me ‘son 
of the bishop’ because my faith is so strong”. Yes 
of course there are still challenges in the City in 
regard to infrastructure and supplies, but the 
Church is strong, thriving and most of all active 
under the leadership of Father George, a godly man 
with an amazing vision, who is investing all he has 
in rebuilding the Church and local community.

We as Christians are a people of promise. 
Jesus promised, “I will never leave you, nor will I 

forsake you”, “I will be with you to the end of 
the age”, “I am the light of the world, whoever 
follows me will never walk in darkness”, “come to 
me all you who are weary and heavy laden, and I 
will give you rest”. The Bible is full of the 
wonderful promises of God to his people that 
should give us hope in a troubled time. We live in 
relative comfort and peace in our little Hambledon 
paradise, and yet we may all have struggles and 
challenges in our daily lives, and who knows what 
lies ahead for us as a nation. And so, lets live as 
people of promise, let us go forward into the days 
ahead with a confidence that is not of our own, 
but that can only be found, as Musa and Ishba 
testify, in the promises of the Jesus who has 
promised to Love us to the end and beyond. 
After all, if he can bring hope and reconciliation 
into the streets of Qaraqosh then I’m sure he can 
be relied on to do it for us too.

Prayer & Praise
We continue to hold our Prayer & Praise evenings 
on the 3rd Friday of each month at 7 pm. This is 
a wonderful time of worship, prayer and an 
opportunity to listen to an inspired speaker or 
preacher. The evening is rounded off with a 
fellowship supper to which everyone is invited to 
share. At the June meeting – to be held on 15th 
– we will welcome Rev Colin Chambers, who 
was the minister to Nelson Mandela when he was 
incarcerated at Robben Island. Colin has been 
with us before and what he shared was very 
interesting. We are hoping for some more 
anecdotal stories as well as inspirational teaching 
and preaching on this evening. We would like to 
extend a warm welcome to anyone who would be 
interested in attending. For more details please 
just give us a ring on numbers below, or search 
for us on our Facebook page.

Char, Chat & Tunes
What would be nicer than to meet with friends 
in a comfy setting, over a cuppa and cake, have a 
chat, a laugh and to perhaps have a bit of a sing-

song too? We would like to invite you to such an 
afternoon. Char, Chat & Tunes takes place at the 
Chapel every 2nd Wednesday of the month at 2 pm 
just for a couple of hours. It is a great opportunity 
to just sit back and relax, and to have some fun 
together.

Crafty Kids
There is a session on the 1st Sunday of each month 
at 10:30 am when children are invited to enjoy a 
craft-based Sunday School where they can explore 
the things of Christianity in a safe and loving 

environment. Each session is led by leaders who 
have a gift for sharing faith with young people in 
a relaxed and fun way. If you would like to 
attend we would love to see you. If you would 
like to drop your children off with us that would 
be fine too. The leaders are all DBS checked.

We wish you all a happy and relaxed summer and 
hope to see you at one of our events, or feel free to 
just drop in on any Sunday morning at 10:30 am. 
You can be sure of a warm welcome. For more 
details of the life of the Chapel please ring:

Claire Hutfield, 9263 2175
John Sargent, 9263 2305continued on page 7

Hambledon Methodiust Chapel
continued from page 6

I am writing this following the hottest Bank 
Holiday on record, when I with my family, and 

I am quite sure several of you, have enjoyed BBQs 
each evening and time in the garden wishing it 
was the beach. It made the perfect back drop for 
our Rogation Service beautifully located at the 
Crossley’s farm at Rushmere. Yet just the week 
before I was contemplating my winter coat and 
sitting with my feet as close to the fire as I could!

The winter has been long and hard but the spring, 
now it has arrived, has been beautiful and green. 
Our apple tree is as full of blossom as it has ever 
been which is a reminder of God’s generosity to us 
and hope for the harvest ahead. All around there 
are signs of new life and hope for the year to come, 
lambs on Speltham Hill and in the fields between 
the church and Stewarts Green, even the yellow 
fields full of rape are a gloriously cheerful sight!

The speed of spring arriving I am sure will cause 
concern for those watching the climate, whilst we 
have been suffering a cold and hard winter the 
earth itself has been warming up and polar bears 
in the Arctic have been pushed to the brink as the 
winter has not provided the right conditions for 
them to thrive. I hope that the world can act 
together to reduce the effects of climate change 
before it is too late.  The Church, with its global 
reach, is in a unique position to affect this for the 
good and it is interesting to note that it jumped on 

the band wagon to reduce plastic this past Lent by 
encouraging its members to give it up. This has 
changed the way that I am doing our family shop. 
Back to the grocer and the butcher and thinking 
about what I put in the trolley in the supermarket, 
not so much worried about what is in the packet, 
but what the packet is!

So the connection between our consumerism 
and the state of the world has been laid stark by 
David Attenborough and the ‘Blue Planet’ Team. 
We are custodians of this planet and as such have 
a great responsibility to every living creature on it. 
This mirrors the role of the churchwarden when 
during the vacancy the responsibility for services, 
candles, matches, weddings, funerals and 
christenings falls to them to arrange, and most 
importantly the family of the church. In this role 
we are ably supported by Lay Readers, the PCC, 
sacristans, sidesmen, verger, church cleaners, 
flower arrangers, choristers and organists and so 
many people, that I am sure to have failed to 
mention them all! 

This makes the role a joy and a privilege, but it 
is a huge learning process and I am grateful to all 
of you who have patiently put me back on track 
over the last year, and I am afraid will probably 
continue to need to do so for the following years 
as well.

Rachel Houlberg, Churchwarden

HAMBLEDON METHODIST CHAPEL

Message of Hope: What helped us was our Faith!
FROM A CHURCH WARDEN

The Global Reach of the Church
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We were delighted to welcome Carol Elliott 
of Age UK Portsmouth to give a talk in the 

Church on the 11th April. We had a select but 
very appreciative audience. Carole gave a very 
informative talk touching on the services which 
are offered locally and some general issues such 
as arranging Power of Attorney – something we 
should all think about now rather than when it 
is really needed. After about 45 minutes, she 
answered many very practical questions for the 
audience which continued over tea and biscuits. 
She left a supply of helpful leaflets which are 
available at the information point in the church.

Age UK Portsmouth is a separate charity with 
local trustees but affiliated to the national charity. 
They cover the Portsmouth PO1 to PO9 post 
codes, so now include Hambledon. They are based 
in the city but have a telephone helpline. Any adult 
can use their services. They are knowledgeable 
about benefits and entitlements, money matters, 
staying independent at home, leisure and social 
activities residential and nursing care, family and 
personal matters and legal issues. This service is 
free. They also have services which you have to pay 
such as Help around the Home (cleaning etc), a 
heavy cleaning service for people who need a 
good clearout and a gardening service. They also 
run events in their activity centre in Portsmouth.

For veterans (anyone who has served in the 
forces) they have specially funded services such as 
a monthly breakfast club, a monthly coffee club, 
an information point and Joining Forces with 
Friends where vetted volunteers will befriend a 
veteran varying from a regular chat, social activities 
or help with computers or mobile phones. They 
can also help with claiming medals and retrieving 
service history.

Learning points
 • Claiming benefits however small may allow 

access to other services which make life easier.
 • People with Dementia get a reduction in 

Council Tax which can be backdated
 • An untidy garden is a sign to others that the 

person who lives there may not be coping 

and is vulnerable.
 • Volunteers gain a lot from meeting the 

people they help.

All their staff have necessary Disclosure and 
Barring Service (CRB) checks.

Age UK Portsmouth
The Bradbury Centre

16-18 Kingston Road, Portsmouth, PO1 5RZ
023 9286 2121

enquiries@ageukportsmouth.org.uk 

BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION
We are having a birthday party and would like to ask you to join us for the 

annual celebration, or feast day, for our patron saints, Peter and Paul

Sunday 8th July, The Church and the Vicarage Garden

10:30 am Family service including choir anthem.
The church choir will be augmented by children from the village school. All welcome.

11:30 am BBQ/Picnic on vicarage lawn.
All welcome. Children-friendly activities/games make it a family occasion. As you know we have no 

vicar this year, but Robin and Heather’s generous garden parties for the village will hopefully be 
reprised in this event. Hope to see you there.

During June and July we will be continuing 
the successful ‘Picnic and Prayer’ evenings 

every Monday. Please bring your own picnic at 8 
pm. Hopefully the weather will be kind enough 
for us to enjoy this in the churchyard. Coffee 
will be available at about 8:30 pm.

This will be followed by a short form of night 

prayer and readings from 8:45 pm to 9 pm.
This has proved to be a relaxing form of 

friendship and worship in previous summers.
Do join us on any or all Monday evenings in 

June and July. Even if you do not wish to picnic 
please feel free to come to the service.

Brian Bellinger

CHURCH OF ST PETER AND ST PAUL

Talk on the Work of AGE UK Portsmouth

Picnic and Prayer

The following streets or areas will be prayed 
for during our daily prayers in church as 

indicated. Please let Jenny Bellinger (9263 2498, 
endcottage@btinternet.com) know of any 
particular issues you would like prayed for in 
‘your week’.

Week beginning:
Sunday 3rd June All who live outside the
 Village
Sunday 10th June All Visitors
Sunday 17th June Church Lane

Sunday 24th June High Street
Sunday 1st July East Street
Sunday 8th July Vineyard Lane
Sunday 15th July Park Area
Sunday 22nd July Chidden
Sunday 29th July West End

You can leave requests for prayer at any time on 
the table at the entrance to the Good Shepherd 
chapel in church.  They will be prayed for 
during the daily prayers in church.

Jenny Bellinger

Parish Prayer Cycle



10

June & July 2018
for the parish & people of Hambledon

11

June & July 2018
for the parish & people of Hambledon

I’d like to start with a huge thanks to those who 
turned out for the Village Clean Up after the 

Big Breakfast. Our stalwart volunteers did a 
sterling job in unpleasant conditions. On behalf 
of the village: ‘thank you’, and to David Warren 
for organising it. We hope to run it at the same 
time and day next year.

The Council election saw six Councillors 
returned unopposed, with Cllr Melissa Thistlethwayte 
standing down after six years – many thanks to 
her work on the planning group, footpaths and 
the Lengthsman scheme. We are looking to co-opt 
one more Councillor to bring us up to strength. If 
you are interested please contact the clerk ASAP.

Other news and topics
 • The new notice board has been delivered 

and will be installed shortly.
 • We should see fitting of some of our finger 

posts very shortly – the green man post is 
almost complete and is awaiting some final 
fitting work and siting decisions.

 • We have contacted the mobile mast folk 
(O2) to ascertain their installation plan.

 • We have appealed to HCC to review HGV 
access through the village, with several 
recent instances of HGVs having to 
dangerously reverse in the village – and 
understandable upset caused to many.

 • We have a contract for a number of days of 
a lengthsman to carry out work on the 
communal areas of our parish (not your 
garden!). If you have ideas for what they might 
do please contact the Clerk. We pay for this 
service and should make the most of it.

 • We remember in silence at the start of every 
meeting those villagers who have recently 
passed away. If you would like someone to 
be commemorated in this way please let the 
Clerk know.

Finally, we have had an issue with some confusion 
about how the PC working groups operate. The 
Improvement and Tennis working groups do the 
leg work of considering options and taking in 
points of view, but all decisions rest with the 
Parish Council. Both groups will consult and 
share their thinking to develop a broad agreement, 
some of which may be speculative. Working groups 
have no power to make decisions, all resource 
decisions have to be taken at a properly constituted 
and quorate PC meeting with public notification 
of the agenda and a chance for villagers to make 
points at the start of the meeting. Hope this 
clears up the issue.

Paul Quinn OBE
Chair, Hambledon Parish Council

Winchester City Council Election Results
Held 3rd May 2018.The political make up of the 
Council after the election is:

Conservative: 23
Liberal Democrat: 22
Turnout: 44.19%
Total votes cast: 37,541
Electorate: 84,955

Your councillor Linda Gemmell was elected back 
in. Elections will be held again next year 2019 and 
2020 when Cllr Vicki Weston and Cllr Frank 
Pearson will be up for election, respectively. For 
more information on the election results visit 
winchester.gov.uk/elections/election-results-
may-2018.

Winchester Family Cycle Ride with the 
South Downs National Park team
The City Council’s sixth Winchester Criterium 
and CycleFest will kick off proceedings on Sunday 
10th June with the ever-popular family ride, in 
partnership with the South Downs National Park.

This year, the theme of the family ride will be 
‘Share the Space’ with activities focussing on the 
South Downs National Park’s countryside as well 
as promoting local commitment to active travel.

Abbey Gardens will be the hub of the event 
and is also the starting point for the family ride. 
Participants will set off on the Criterium route at 
9:45 am before the main races begin at 11 am.

LEADER funding available to support 
rural enterprise
Rural businesses are encouraged to apply for grant 
funding from the Fieldfare LEADER Local Action 
Group (LAG) to support projects that will create 
jobs and boost the local economy. Farmers, 
foresters, growers, rural businesses and rural 
communities have until the end of August 2018 to 
bid for a share of a £1.6million fund across the 
East Hampshire, Eastleigh and Winchester areas.

The Fieldfare LEADER programme is 
delivered in partnership with Winchester City 
Council, Eastleigh Borough Council, East 
Hampshire District Council and the South 
Downs National Park Authority. Further details 
about Fieldfare LEADER can be found at 
fieldfareleader.org.uk.

Eighteen71 Café receives silver 
accreditation for excellent accessibility
The Eighteen71 Café has been awarded silver 
accreditation from– Winchester Area Access for 
All (WAAFA), a scheme assessing accessibility in 
Winchester area. WAAFA is dedicated to 
improving general access and wheelchair access 
conditions for people with physical or sensory 
impairments in the Winchester area.

Your Winchester City Councillors
Linda Gemmell, lgemmell@winchester.gov.uk

Frank R. Pearson, fpearson@winchester.gov.uk
Vicki Weston, vweston@winchester.gov.uk

PARISH COUNCIL

News
DISTRICT COUNCILLORS’ COLUMN

May Report from Winchester City Councillors

I would like to thank everyone who made 
donations in memory of a loved one for the 

Easter Lilies, and to all the flower arrangers who 
decorated the church for Easter.

The church looked beautiful with many comments 
about how lovely the flower arrangements were. 
Well Done team.

Meetings
Tuesday June 26th A Floral Workshop titled 
‘Innovations’ by Liz Pelley. In the Meon Hall, 

Pound Lane, Meonstoke. 1:45 pm for 2 pm 
start. Guests welcome. For further details please 
phone Margaret 01489 878349.

June 30th to 1st July. Wessex and Jersey Area of 
NAFAS Floral Art and Photography show to be 
held at Sir Harold Hillier Gardens, Jermyns Lane, 
Ampfield, Hampshire, SO51 0QA. Title of the 
show is ‘Flowers at Midsummer’. Open Saturday 
30th June 10 am to 5 pm (Last entry at 4 pm) 
and Sunday 1st July 10 am to 3:30 pm (Last 
entry 3 pm).

MEON VALLEY FLOWER CLUB

Easter Lilies

The annual Horticultural Society Summer 
Show will be on Saturday 25th August.

It is really fun to enter and the schedule 
detailing all the classes and how to do it will be 
available from Lotts Stores and The Peoples 
Market from mid July.

On the day there are many and varied stalls 
around the Village Hall Car Park, games and 

entertainment for children and very good tea 
and cakes!

Do put the date in your diary and if you have 
never entered anything have a go, there will be lots 
of advice on hand if you are unsure what to do.

Anne Sykes
President Hort Soc

anne@denmeadfarm.co.uk

HORTICUULTURAL SOCIETY SUMMER SHOW

Saturday 25th August Save the Date
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Some of you villagers may have noticed the 
doubling of the Police budget in your Council 

Tax Bill for 2018/19 as well as all important 
Social care. This increase for our Police is being well 
spent in fighting crime and achieving convictions 
to make our county and villages safer places to 
live in. I thought it so important that I should 
include the statement from the Chief Constable 
as a ‘stand-alone’ article for this Hambledonian.

I’ll bring you up to date with good and bad news 
next issue. And believe me, crime in all its miscellany 
is still merrily swirling around our village boundaries 
with sheds and cars being broken into and scams 
galore – but thankfully – this quarter, not in it!

Geoff Hartridge 
Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator, Hambledon

An Important message from the Chief 
Constable of Hampshire Constabulary 
Olivia Pinkney

This month marks the start of the new 
performance year for police forces. On behalf 

of the officers and staff of Hampshire Constabulary 
I would like to say thank you for the support you 
have given us in the past year, whether that is 
taking an interest, sharing information, supporting 
through council tax, or working locally to keep 
your community safe.

I thought that you might like to hear just 
some of the things that your support is helping 
us to do.

You are supporting a police force that has in 
the last performance year delivered almost 5,000 
more criminal charges, out-of-court disposals and 
convictions in court compared with the previous 
year and has been independently graded ‘good’ in 
every one of the 11 categories including how we 
carefully spend our budget. We are one of just 12 
out of 43 forces nationally who achieved this.

You are providing the resources to better train 
more than 4,000 of our staff and officers in 
spotting and preventing domestic abuse, a crime 
that affects thousands of adults and children in 

our area every year.
You have enabled us to maintain the 50% 

increase we made to our armed officers. As well as 
helping to tackle serious crime, this significantly 
reduces response times in the event of an incident 
of the horrific nature seen in Manchester and 
London last year.

You are protecting neighbourhood police 
officers and PCSOs. Had the local council tax 
increase not happened, I would have had no option 
but to make an operational recommendation to 
cut some of these.

You have enabled us to finish investment in our 
emergency control room systems, so that we are 
better able to identify vulnerable people and 
respond to help them.

You have helped us to keep the public and our 
police officers safe by funding an increase in 
protective TASER devices and the training that 
is needed to use them safely and ethically.

You are helping us to build new skills in cyber 
technology, keeping ahead of criminals who use 
digital as their weapon of choice against 
vulnerable people.

You are protecting investigation teams who hunt 
tirelessly for the truth when serious crimes are 
committed, rising to the challenge of increased 
reporting of complex sexual offences.

And, you are enabling us to keep the tap of 
recruitment on as dedicated officers retire – 
bringing in new ideas, more diversity and fresh 
commitment to keeping you safe

Sometimes we aren’t good enough at telling 
people across our force area about this good work. 
The day to day of tackling criminals who we 
know are trying to target our young people, 
communities, and those who are vulnerable or 
have become isolated, takes precedence.

But I wanted you to know how much your 
support means to all of us who work with and for 
Hampshire’s police force.

Chief Constable Olivia Pinkney

I have kept everyone up to date with the HEEP 
project so I will just include extracts from my 

Chair’s report at the AGM which took place in 
March.

Following complaints from parents of babies 
and toddlers, we moved the large VH bins to the 
Bottle Bank area and carried out a three month 
trial of removing the unhygienic waste bin from 
the Play Area. The success of this trial prompted 
us to remove all the open bins from the grounds 
and with the placement of a few ‘Please Take your 
Litter Home’ signs, we have eradicated virtually 
all litter. The wonderful Groundsman, Chris, 
thought someone was picking it up before he got 
there, but has been astounded at the success of 
the experiment.

In view of the expensive outside heating units 
and unauthorised use of the Car Park, we have 
installed CCTV.

We are delighted that Margaret Stiller is 
continuing her service to the Village Hall. She has 
gained an accolade from the Lunch Club organisers 
who say it is so spotless, they no longer clean the 
kitchen before they start cooking and have once 
again been awarded a five star rating at their bi-
annual spot inspection. The inspector rated us as 
one of the best kitchens and halls she visits. Plans 
have started to making space for a commercial 
dishwasher.

We were approached by a group of friends from 
the village who wanted to play table tennis on a 
regular basis. Within three weeks of the request, 
a new table tennis table was purchased and play 
commenced. Shortly afterwards, Roger and 
Derrick constructed a ‘Garage’ for the table in 
the storeroom.

In December, we were delighted to invite 
villagers to a wonderful celebration evening. The 
Hall looked its best, guests enjoyed drinks and 
canapes, a pianist played and everyone swapped 
stories and reminisced over the history of the 
present Village Hall, and for some, the old one. We 
have been pleased to retain the small exhibition of 
historical photographs and cuttings in the meeting 
room. We thank Martyn Kille for his tribute to 

the value of the Village Hall to the community.
With the major projects now complete we can 

turn to other issues such as chairs, soft furnishings 
etc. and I intend at our meeting after the AGM 
to reinstate the Fabric Committee to meet and 
make suggestions.

May I once again give a huge thank you to all 
of our marvellous Village Hall Management 
Committee, both elected and those who represent 
village organisations. They are a great support to 
me and also ensure that the Hall is regularly 
checked and maintained. Thanks also to Mik 
Norman, who is our link with the Parish Council. 
Finally, I thank all hirers, without whom we 
would not be able to keep the Hall running.

Important Notice about Booking
Back in November 2014 we signed up with our 
new Bookings System, Hallmaster, which, after 
initial setting-up issues, has contributed to 
increased bookings and lessened the workload 
for the Bookings Secretary. However, with new 
Data Protection rules we have been forced into 
upgrading to Version 2 of the System. Having 
been assured it would be an almost seamless 
changeover, it became immediately apparent that 
this was not true. I have spent weeks grappling 
with the associated problems and many hours 
actively on the phone to their technical assistants. 
We are still not completely there and I apologise 
to and thank our many users for their patience 
in this.

If you have made a booking for 2018 or 2019 
please check that it appears on the Bookings 
Diary.

Janet Harrison (Chair Hambledon Village Hall 
Management Committee)

9263 2812
hambledonhantsvillagehall.weebly.com to check 
availability and make a booking or email 
bookhambledonvillagehall@outlook.com for 
enquiries.
Bookings Secretary: Louise Mack 9263 2010.
Hall Tel. No (unmanned): 9263 2949.

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH

Report
VILLAGE HALL

AGM News
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Cathy’s Classroom ‘2’ at Hope Junior School 
was completed in March this year.

Within a short time of our return from Kenya 
in October 2017 we started fund raising. We held 
a very successful Quiz night and Party night helped 
along with very kind and generous donations.

Not only did we have enough money to build 
and complete the classroom but we were able to 
put a large solar panel on the roof which powers 
lights and a portable television which Helen took 
for the children along with some DVDs. This really 
was very special for all those children. 85 children 
sat watching Happy Feet was a joy to see.

As more children had joined the school we 
handed out more uniforms, school bags, and books 
as well as the usual pens, pencils etc.

We were also able to cultivate a small piece of 
land belonging to the school. Maize was planted 

Just as the worst of the recent weather hit, the 
ewes decided it was time to lamb!
The ram from Catherington that we borrowed 

last December certainly did his stuff. All nine 
ewes were pregnant and we finished up with 14 
lovely lambs.

All bar one of the ewes were new mums so we 
thought that there may be one or two issues with 
them, either at the birthing stage or feeding. 
Several of them decided that the early hours of the 
morning was the best time to lamb which made 
the whole process pretty tiring. Having lambed in 
the field at 3 am in the pouring rain, you would 
have thought that it should have been pretty easy 
to persuade them to come into the shelter but no 
not a bit of it, a couple of them were very stubborn!

The sun is now shining and the little lambs 
some only two or three days old are already racing 
around their field annoying their mums and 
providing a truly spring like picture. It would 
appear that one or two of the ewes have very loud 
voices so apologies to anyone who hears their 
baaing in the middle of the night!

In the last article I wrote for The Hambledonian, 
I asked for help and an angel in the shape of Ella 
Curran stepped forward and she has been an 
absolute Godsend. Notwithstanding that she has 
her own flock of sheep that is also lambing, she 
has been on constant standby to come and help 
and has been brilliant so many, many thanks to 
her. Also of course many thanks to Ian Perry 
who is always on hand not just for lambing but 

throughout the year and we certainly couldn’t do 
it without his help. Lastly I need to thank Juliet 
who had made it all too clear from the outset that 
she was not going to be involved with any of the 
late night or early morning visits to check that 
everything was OK, needless to say that she did 
more than her share.

Shortly all the sheep will be moving to the 
middle field, coming into our paddock only at 
night, so please come by and have a look at them.

Simon Dettmer

FUNDRAISING FOR HOPE JUNIOR SCHOOL

Cathy’s Classroom ‘2’ at Marimani, Monbasa, 
Kenya

SPELTHAM DOWN COMMUNITY FLOCK

News from the Ewes

which is doing well and will help towards their 
staple diet of maize meal.

With the money we had left over we provided 
porridge which meant the children had a breakfast 
at school each day. Needless to say there was 
100% attendance.

Once again party day was fun for everyone, The 

Mums cooked a most delicious lunch of rice, 
beans and chicken for all of us. Party day ended 
with us handing out three large suitcases of 
clothes which we had brought with us.

Saying goodbye is hard for us all but fund 
raising will start again soon and hopefully we will 
return to Kenya in 2019 to build Classroom ‘3’ 
in Memory of Cathy Lanham
Sue Lanham, Alison Lanham and Helen Flanagan

continued on page 15

Fundraising for Hope Junior School
continued from page 14
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We went to Stedham (along the A272) for our 
walk in April, and despite a misty start, the 

day turned out sunny and warm. This is an area 
the group hasn’t explored before, but a few of our 
regulars were not available that day, so we will 
repeat this lovely walk another time. Stedham 
village is pretty and spring flowers were blooming 
in gardens and along the riverside path. We crossed 
Stedham common which is a nature reserve, an 
area of heathland and woods a bit like the New 
Forest. Lunch was taken sitting in the sunshine 
outside The Hamilton Arms, which also has a 
Thai restaurant.

A short walk around Hambledon paths heading 
up to Rushmere took place on a weekday morning, 
and there were five people in total, two of which 
haven’t come before.  Another short walk is 
planned during May. The evening walks during 
the summer months are normally not very long, so 
these should suit people who aren’t able to tackle 
the 6 mile walks we usually do on a Saturday.

The first of the summer evening walks will be 
on Wednesday 20th June at 6 pm. Hopefully there 
will be more dates if anyone else volunteers to 
organise some summer walks. If you are on the 
email distribution list (see below) you will receive 
details, and there will be a poster on the board by 
the entrance to the Village Hall car park.

A walk was due to take place on 12th May 

from East Ashling to see the bluebell woods and 
up to Kingley Vale. Once again the magazine’s 
deadline is a week before that, so the report will 
have to wait for the next edition.

We have a break from Saturday walks during 
the summer. These will start again on the second 
Saturday of the month from September. These 
5-7 miles walks are followed by a pub lunch. The 
Autumn dates are 8th September, 13th October, 
10th November and 8th December. The September 
date will only happen if there is a volunteer to 
lead that one.

For the Saturday walks, we meet at the Village 
Hall car park no later than 9:30 am. so we can 
share cars to the start. As we are not an official 
group, with no membership subs, you walk at 
your own risk. Dress for the weather and wear 
boots/shoes suitable for mud, and also bring along 
a change of footwear for going in the pub for 
lunch. If you bring a flask we will stop for a short 
coffee break. All are welcome to come along. Get 
in touch if you want to find out what is planned, 
and you can ask to be added to the email 
distribution list. I am always looking for volunteers 
to plan and lead walks (and sample the pubs).

Liz Hall
Walks Co-ordinator

9263 2059
villagewalk.hamb@btinternet.com

VILLAGE WALK REPORT 

Summer Walking
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Norfolk is the prime birding county in England. 
It regularly has the largest number of 

different species in a 24-hour count and often 
sees an influx of rarities.

Unfortunately for Hambledon birders it is a 
long way off; to get to the north Norfolk coast is 
about a four hour drive on the M25 to the M11 
past Cambridge and on to Cromer or King’s Lynn. 
But Ruth and I thought it was worth the effort 
as we had not visited the county since we moved 
to Hampshire from south east London many 
years ago.

The other notable feature of Norfolk is a 
splendid proliferation of stately homes, with 
Holkham and Houghton the best of them. We 
decided to spend a few days there in April – not 
the best month for birds but an excellent time to 
avoid the crowds. Both Holkham and Houghton 
are closed in winter and only open on some days 
in spring. They are magnificent examples of the 
Palladian style and well worth the trip on their 
own, and there are also several fine National 
Trust houses nearby. The family portraits of Sir 
Robert Walpole’s Houghton had been temporarily 
replace by the blob-like works of Damian Hirst 
which hardly blended with the Palladian. Holkham 
is of course famous as a centre of agricultural 
improvements in the eighteenth century.

Our visit coincided with the ‘beast from the 
east’ and Norfolk can be a very cold place when 
an east wind is blowing. But the wind abated and 
the sun came out so that birding became enjoyable. 

There are lots of good birding sites all the way 
from the Wash to past Cromer. The most famous 
is Cley, owned by the Norfolk Naturalists Trust. 
There is now a magnificent Visitor and Education 
Centre with a huge car park and several hides. 
Most of the winter visitors had gone by early 
April and the summer migrants were only just 
arriving. We did however see a lone swallow and 
in the other well-known reserve just to the west, 
Titchwell, had a close view of a Willow Warbler 
singing appropriately in a willow tree, a bird that 
is a common summer visitor to Britain but 
declining in the South of England. The resident 
Marsh Harriers were showing well, there were 
godwits, both Black-tailed and Bar-tailed, a 
solitary Ruff, a wader that is uncommon in 
Hampshire, and lots of Brent and Greylag geese, 
as well as Redshank, Oystercatcher, Curlew and 
Lapwing. The prize wader was, however, Jack 
Snipe, very difficult to spot without a telescope.

We then took a boat trip to Blakeney Point for 
the seals, both Grey and Common, present in 
good numbers, though not at their peak, which 
occurs in winter. On the way we had an excellent 
view of Great Northern Diver, a bird I have seen 
only in Scotland.

Norfolk has lots of comfortable B&Bs and 
good pubs and restaurants. A place to be 
recommended.

Roger Facer
9263 2761

Wedding mania has hit the papers. Is it not 
enough Royal excitement with one baby 

having arrived and another on the way, we now 
have the wedding of the year? I am sure we all 
wish the couple well – they seem well matched 
and happy. 

There is an article in today’s paper asking 
various contributors about what they would have 
changed in their weddings. It varies from the 
choice of dress to the speech. Mine is so long ago 
I can barely remember it, and I am sure for him 
outdoors it is probably something he would 
rather forget. I think we only got married when 
we did because we got tired of the uncomfortable 
chairs in my parent’s dining room. We had only 
been elevated from the hall stairs when my sister 
got married two years before. I am astonished at 
the average cost of a wedding these days, estimated 
at £27,000, and considering most couples live 
together anyway it does seem a little extravagant. 
Just do it quietly and then have a party. That’s 
the dinosaur in me speaking, and I am sure that 
when my granddaughters get to that stage I will 
enjoy whatever they decide. That is if I am still 
alive as it could be some time away. One of them 
is searching for someone to keep her in the manner 
in which she would like to be accustomed, and 
the other one is too busy reading.

The weather this winter and spring has been so 
changeable. One day we are basking in glorious 
sunshine and roasting and the next we are back to 
woolly jumpers and the central heating. However 
today is fabulous. The trees are that lovely bright 
green, the herbaceous border is filling up and a 
few early flowers are beginning to show. I know 
the weeds, especially ground elder and bindweed 
are also poking their heads through, but I will deal 
with them or not as the fancy takes me. Him 
outdoors mows the lawn and supervises whilst I 
dig. We always argue at this time of the year as 
to whether the hanging baskets can go out yet. I 
always worry about late frosts, and himself can’t 
wait to get them out of the greenhouse. I don’t 
think I will be able to contain him much longer. 
As I write he has sneaked out and hung them.

Apparently wearing red trousers, male readers 
take note, are now considered ‘the attire of dear 
old things at Lords and Stewards at Henley’. A 
new bar in Fulham has banned them and anyone 
turning up in the said trousers will be offered 
‘Eighties style tracksuit bottoms’ instead. In 
Napoleonic times red trousers formed part of the 
uniform, and so the fashion began. I thought that 
in this day and age it was almost possible to wear 
anything one liked. It reminds me of a holiday 
himself and I took in Oban in Scotland many years 
ago. We went to a hotel for a drink, and although 
he was wearing a perfectly nice shirt and jacket, 
he was without a tie. He was offered a tie but he 
refused and we left. Had he been wearing red 
trousers I dread to think what might have happened.

I know we are coming into the BBQ and picnic 
season, but we still get cool evenings when it is nice 
to have something a bit more warming. I made 
this the other day and himself proclaimed it a hit.

Spicy chicken – serves 4 hungry or 6-8 
ordinary appetites
8 chicken thighs, skinned
3 tbsps olive or vegetable oil
1 large onion or 1 medium and 4-6 shallots
2 garlic cloves, crushed
8 ozs chorizo, chopped
¼pt white wine
2 tins chopped tomatoes or 1 box passata
1 red pepper
Parsley
Rosemary
Salt and pepper

Brown chicken in oil, remove from pan. Fry 
chopped onion or shallots until soft and golden. 
Stir in garlic and chorizo and cook until the juices 
run. Add wine, parsley, rosemary, tomatoes and 
seasoning. Replace chicken and cook for 30 
minutes. Add the peppers and cook for a further 
15 minutes. Remove the rosemary and reduce the 
sauce if necessary. Sprinkle with more chopped 
parsley and serve with new potatoes or rice. If 
cooking in the oven, use 150°C.

BIRD GUIDE

Norfolk
HOME PAGE

Wedding Season

The menu for Lunch Club on 4th April was steak 
and kidney pie, with new potatoes, cauliflower 

cheese and green beans, followed by apricot crumble 
and custard. Wine and fruit juice was donated 
by Dusty Miller in celebration of his recent 90th 
Birthday, Congratulations Dusty, and tea and 
coffee served afterwards – a very popular meal.

On 2nd May the Lunchers enjoyed Fish pie, with 

stuffed tomatoes and peas, followed by chocolate 
sponge pudding and custard. Wine and fruit juice 
was donated by the Baileys to celebrate their Golden 
Wedding, many congratulations Ann and Nick, and 
tea and coffee served later. Another popular meal.

The next dates for your diary are 6th June and 
4th July. We look forward to seeing you all.

Joy Beagley

LUNCH CLUB

Celebration Feasts
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One of the biggest disappointments in this 
strange year without Spring was the annual 

RSPB garden birdwatch held at the end of 
January. Participants are asked to record birds 
landing in the garden over a period of one hour, 
so I eagerly set up a comfy chair in the back 
bedroom. The result was 2 Robins, a Dunnock, 
a Blue Tit, a Wren and a Wood Pigeon. I could 
scarcely believe it, this being the same space where 
the day before there were 8 Long –tailed Tits in a 
writhing ball covering the whole fat ball feeder. How 
did I know there were 8 – easy, count the tails!

Having persisted with fat balls, peanuts and 
wild bird seed, we have recently been rewarded 
with some unusual sightings in and around the 
feeding station. The star undoubtedly was a 
Fieldfare, which usually shuns human company 
and a Meadow Pipit on the same day. Then there 
followed a Song Thrush, staring at me for what 
seemed ages through the back kitchen window. 
Robins do this regularly when their special food 
has run out. More recently a male Great Spotted 
Woodpecker (recognised by the small red patch 
on the nape of its neck) has returned to plunder 
the fat balls and wheeling overhead tantalisingly 
close was a Buzzard.

The other recent returning visitor is the Bank 
Vole, which I had a very good view of through my 
binoculars. It resembles a miniature Water Vole 
with its chestnut brown coat, round face and 
long whiskers.

In the field opposite there has been a pair of 

Red-legged Partridges feeding on the Rape-seed 
plants. They don’t fly off if disturbed, preferring 
to run away at some speed, only flying if 
something gets very close.

A bit further afield, on the road from Purbrook 
Heath to Furzeley there were three Deer grazing 
in a field near the road. Oddly, deer don’t run 
away from cars, but if you get out to photograph 
them, they run away like er, Deer.

Our first Swallows were  seen on 11th April 
between Emsworth and Langstone, along with 
Skylarks singing on the ascend a huge flock of 
Goldfinches and several Chiffchaffs.

A walk along the very wet and muddy Wayfarers 
Walk between Hambledon and Soberton 
provided a variety of beautiful sightings in mid-
April – a Holly blue butterfly, several Peacocks 
and Brimstones and an Orange-tip. Above us 
were 6 Buzzards and on the ground a beautiful 
palette of wild flowers – Bluebells, Wood Sorrel, 
Wood Anemones, Greater Stitchwort, Primroses, 
Cowslips and Lesser Celandine.

Most recently, with the advent of the warm 
sunny weather, we have been thrilled to see a 
profusion of white flowered Bluebells in our 
garden, which in my mind are a result of the chalk 
soil, because you don’t see them on “normal” 
soils. We also saw a Speckled Wood Butterfly in 
the sun at Hundred Acres Woods. Let’s hope this 
lovely sunny weather is here for a long time!

Doug Rose-Smith

NATURE NOTES

Unusual Sightings

Coffee Morning
Saturday 9th June, 10:30 am to 12 noon, at Vine 
Cottage, West Street courtesy of Val and Julian 
Fawcett. Entrance £2 to include coffee and 
home-made scone. Cakes, Plant and Card Stalls 
and Tombola.

Christmas Fair and Coffee Morning
Saturday 1st December, in the Village Hall.

Collection Boxes
Please remember the boxes in the Peoples Market 
and the Vine.

Brian Bellinger

THE ROWANS HOSPICE SUPPORT GROUP

Dates For Your Diary
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What a glorious Easter we’ve had! Firstly we 
would like to say a big thank you to 

everyone who helped and supported our annual 
Big Breakfast, with particular thanks to our 
sponsors, Hambledon Rehab, and ReBalance 
Pilates and Fitness, as well as Charlotte Headon, 
our fundraising officer, who organised this 
fabulous fundraising event.

We raised £1085 and are pleased to say we have 
now purchased new climbing equipment for our 
garden, which has been long requested by the 
children. Great fun has been had playing on the 
colourful new addition to the pre-school and it 
allows the children to practice balance, gross 
motor skills and of course, exercise.

Our next fundraiser will be our annual sponsored 
Story Trail around the village on Wednesday 13th 
June. Watch out for more details or please ask a 
member of pre-school staff.

The final term of the school year is always a 
busy, fun and emotional one as we prepare to say 
goodbye to our school leavers. Our get ready for 
school sessions are being held every Monday 
afternoon and are going well with the children 
embracing all the activities we have planned for 
them.

Our theme this term comes from the children 
themselves and allows them to come up with a 
variety of different ideas to develop the 
imagination. Inside Pre-school we will be having 
a Pool party in our role-play area, complete with 
pool and beach hut.

Planting continues in the garden with bug 
hunts and planting flowers, vegetable and fruit 
seeds, bought with money kindly donated by 
Hambledon Horticultural Society. Further plants, 
pots, a wormery and butterfly feeders have also 
been donated by parents. In addition to our usual 
caterpillars we are also looking after some tadpoles 
that were given to us by another of the parents 
and we will be learning all about metamorphosis 
as we watch how they grow and change.

Various craft activities are planned for the term, 
which include Fathers Day and three canvases to 
decorate for the Cowplain Cow trail.

Elsa from Club Morgan Yoga has been in to 
do baby yoga with the children, teaching them 
about their body and eating healthily all whilst 
learning new moves to help improve their balance 
and gross motor skills. We will be planning 
further extra-curricular activities thanks to the 
fundraising money we have received.

Don’t forget we are now accepting 30-hour 
funded places and parents can check their 
eligibility for 30 Hours Childcare (and for Tax-
Free Childcare) by visiting the Government 
website. We also have places available for two-
four year olds and if you would like more 
information please contact Emily Moore at the 
pre-school on 9263 2242 to arrange a visit.

And so we look forward to the summer and 
sunny days filled with laughter and play.

Dawn Nelson

I am always delighted when parents and members 
of the community offer their time and talents 

to enrich the School’s curriculum. I wanted to 
share a couple of memorable recent examples.

The children braved the rain and all took part 
in a special Survival Workshop. This opportunity 
was led by one of our parents and survival expert 
John Bream. The children enjoyed a range of 
activities including den-building, fire starting and 
gross eating. Lots of children enjoyed a tasty meal-
worm! A big thank you to Mr Bream for providing 
the children with such a fantastic opportunity 
and memorable finale to their topic work!

Another example of a community link is a 
forthcoming taster session for pupils and their 
parents in the bell tower of Hambledon Church. 
The bell-ringers have offered our pupils the chance 
to go up in the tower to see the bells being rung and 
have an opportunity to chime a bell themselves.

We have recently updated our school website 
and I would like to urge everyone to have a look. 
It is full of photos of recent events and will give 
the community a clear sense of the many 
exciting activities we have enjoyed: hambledon.
hants.sch.uk/gallery/.

Mr Paul Davies
Headteacher

HAMBLEDON PRE SCHOOL

Big Breakfast
HAMBLEDON PRIMARY SCHOOL

Community Links

Toddler group meets every Tuesday morning 
from 10 to 11:30 am and is hosted either in 

various houses around the village, or in the village 
hall. It’s an excellent opportunity to meet other 
people with young children and babies in the 
village, share some tea and cake! We hold regular 

socials and support local venues. If you would like 
to come along please contact Sarah Mackie at 
sjmackie@hotmail.co.uk, phone 07791 831808, 
or find us on Facebook. All babies and toddlers 
under school age welcome.

Sarah Mackie

BABY AND TODDLER GROUP

Calling all Babies and Toddlers!
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Private
22710
1st Bn., Hampshire Regiment who died on 
Saturday 8th June, 1918, aged 29.
Born and lived in Hambledon, son of John and 
Harriett Louisa Moon, of Green Lane, Hambledon.
Cemetery: Gonnehem British Cemetery, Pas de 
Calais, France.
Grave reference: D12.
Location: Gonnehem is a village about 7 km 
north-west of Bethune and 7 km east of Lillers. 
From the centre of the village take the D182 
road towards Lillers. The cemetery is 500m 
along this road on the right hand side.
Historical information: Gonnehem British 
Cemetery was begun in the middle of April 
1918 when the German front line came; in the 
Battles of the Lys, within 3.2 km of the village. 
It was made by fighting units and by the Burial 
Officers of the XIII Corps and the 4th Division, 
and used until September. After the Armistice 
graves gathered from the battlefields east of 
Gonnehem were brought into Row H. There are 
now 200 First World War casualties commemorated 
in this site. The cemetery covers an area of 748 
square metres and is enclosed by a curb.
Narrative: Henry Moon and Charlie Bull were 
the two casualties suffered by the Battalion while 
it was being relieved by another unit on 8th June 
1918 when the Germans opened fire with mortars 
and machine guns during an otherwise quiet 
period.

BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE

Henry John Moon Charlie Bull MM
Private
20793
1st Bn., Hampshire Regiment who died on 
Saturday 8th June, 1918, aged 25.
Son of George and Mary Ann Bull, brother of 
Mrs H Turner, of Mabel Blackman and Arthur 
Bull, killed in Flanders in 1914. Born and lived 
in Hambledon.
Cemetery: Mont-Bernanchon British Cemetery, 
Gonnehem, Pas de Calais, France.
Grave reference: LG.7.
Location: Mont-Bernanchon is a village 8 km 
north-north-west of Bethune. From Bethune 
follow the 0937 in the direction of Hazebrouck. 
About 6 km along this road is the village of 
Mont-Bernanchon. Just before entering the 
village is the cemetery, which lies to the left, set 
back along a chemin d’access, approximately 
lOOm from the roadside.
Historical information: In April 1918, the 
German advance on the Lys was checked and 
stopped a little to the east of the village. The 
cemetery was begun by the 2nd Lancashire 
Fusiliers in April 1918, and used by fighting units 
and the XIII Corps’ Burial Officer until August 
1918. Mont-Bernanchon was again the scene of 
conflict during the Second World War. In late May 
1940 British units fought a fierce and stubborn 
rearguard action in defence of the canal banks 
(the Aire-La Bassee canal is just north of the 
village), in order to hold up the German advance 
and permit the withdrawal of British and Allied 
forces to Dunkirk. There are now over 150 First 
World War and a small number of Second 
World War casualties commemorated in this 
site. The cemetery covers an area of 789 square 
metres and is enclosed by a low brick wall.
Narrative: Charles Bull and Henry John Moon 
were the two casualties suffered by the battalion 
while it was being relieved in the front line by 
another unit, and the Germans opened fire with 
mortars and machine guns. Charlie Bull was 
decorated with the Military Medal.

Gunner
109656
“A” By. 295th Bde., Royal Field Artillery who 
died on Monday 17th June, 1918, aged 20.
Born in Southwick, son of William Charles and 
Anne Apps, of Park Farm Cottages, Hambledon, 
Hampshire. 
Memorial: Pozieres Memorial, Somme, France.
Grave reference: Panel 7 to 10.
Location: Pozieres is a village about 6 km north-
east of the town of Albert. The memorial encloses 
Pozieres British Cemetery which is a little south-
west of the village on the north side of the main 
road, D929, from Albert to Pozieres. On the 
road frontage is an open arcade terminated by 
small buildings and broken in the middle by the 
entrance and gates. Along the sides and the back, 
stone tablets are fixed in the stone rubble walls 
bearing the names of the dead, grouped under 
their regiments. While the memorial stands in a 
cemetery of largely Australian graves, it does not 

bear any Australian names. The Australian soldiers 
who fell in France and whose graves are not known 
are commemorated on the National Memorial at 
Villers-Bretonneux.
Historical information: The memorial relates to 
the period of crisis in March and April 1918 when 
the Fifth Army was driven back by overwhelming 
numbers across the former Somme battlefields. 
It also relates to the succeeding period of four 
months during which there was built up, behind 
the new front, an army, which on 8th August 
1918 began the final advance to victory. The 
memorial commemorates over 14,000 casualties 
of the United Kingdom and 300 of the South 
African forces who have no known grave and who 
fell in France during this period. The corps and 
regiments most largely represented are the Rifle 
Brigade with over 600 names, the Durham Light 
Infantry with some 600 names, the Machine 
Gun Corps with over 500 and the Royal Horse 
and Royal Field Artillery with over 400 names.

BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE

William Charles Apps

Over thirty women played on five Hambledon 
courts, including our own village court, on 

a sunny Friday in May to raise money for Young 
Minds UK, the charity which champions the 
mental well-being of young people. Just under 
fifty then ate a delicious lunch in the garden of 
Hermitage Farm, Chidden cooked by Natasha 
Beckley with puddings crafted by Annie Berry. 
An incredible £1,190, net, was raised to send to 
Young Minds UK!

Young Minds estimate that three children in 
every classroom have a mental health problem and 
it is something very close to us all, as so many of 
us who played tennis have children and we all 

care passionately about their mental wellbeing. 
The media has started to report more widely on 
vulnerable students at University too.

We would like to thank those of you who 
hosted a court (thank you Fran, Melissa and 
Alison), Natasha and Annie who cooked the 
fabulous lunch, all those who donated a raffle 
prize, Marcia and Holly who sold raffle tickets, 
and all of you who came and played tennis, came 
for lunch, bought raffle tickets and those who 
generously donated: you all contributed to this 
incredible total.

Sarah Wigley 
9263 2779

LOCAL FUNDRAISING

Ladies’ Tennis Fundraiser for Young Minds
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At our last ‘pub hub’ meeting, which was held 
in The Vine, we had an unexpected visitation 

from a gentleman who was not from Hambledon. 
We are not entirely sure how he found us – but 
find us he did and we are so glad he persevered! 
Tom Fox arrived clutching a worn but totally 
complete ledger which he had found in his loft. 
On opening said ledger, every single transaction 
that had taken place at The Peoples Market from 
Saturday October 13th 1888 through until Friday 
29th April 1892 was revealed. We were holding 
in our hands the very best snap shot of village 
life. (And I understand from Richard Clark that 
he actually has three or four more in his loft!)

Connie Roberts, in her handwritten memories 
(Notebook 3), insightfully recollected that in the 
1890’s the roads would have been untarred and 
the surfaces covered with loose stones and grit. 
She talked fondly of farm carts and wagons with 
iron tyres. No pavements to speak of – but with 
a stream in winter which would have flowed in a 
ditch beside East and West Street. It was an era 
of poverty, low wages and large families but 
everyone had good sized vegetable plots and they 
were largely self-sufficient. This was exactly the 
time, she recalls, that Mr Briggs bought The 
People’s Market. And you can deduce, from its 
detailed pages, that they were indeed largely self-
sufficient in fruit and vegetables (because very 
little was sold in the shop.)

It is quite a leap of faith to be making these 
assumptions but just by taking each day in turn 
you can start to see purchasing trends in the 
ledger. A lot of sugar, salt, tobacco (‘papers’ which 
I have now decided are cigarette papers not 
newspapers!) cheese, half a loaf of bread (so that 
it was fresh), candles, butter and ‘powders’ were 
bought in extraordinary quantities. (There are 
certain cross references in the ledger which makes 
me think these ‘powders’ are Beecham’s powders).

We could get horribly bogged down in 
microscopically studying these buying habits (but 
I am really enjoying it!) and in doing so, I noticed 
right away that Hambledon shoppers were buying 
an awful lot of sugar (both refined and unrefined) 

and I wondered how it could be afforded. Up to 
that point I had always thought of sugar as ‘white 
gold’ and an exclusive preserve for the rich. It 
prompted me to get some facts and dates into 
my head.

Europeans shipped slaves from Africa to the 
Americas and the Caribbean to harvest sugar 
cane. Right up until the early 19th century sugar 
cane from abroad was the only source of sugar. It 
could not be grown in this country because it was 
too cold. The abolition of the slave trade gave way 
to increased production of beet in this country 
and by the time the tax was removed we were 
growing our own sugar beet in substantial 
quantities. The cheaper the sugar became, the more 
it featured in the British diet. Consumption was 
gathering traction. Britain was ruthless in 
wanting to acquire the addictive substance. The 
drinking of tea and coffee was so much nicer 
when laced with sugar. Jams and pickles (used to 
improve the taste to cheaper cuts of meat) also 
became very popular but, hidden in the basic 
recipe, was the need for one third fruit or vegetable 
pulp to two thirds sugar! Removing the tax 

HAMBLEDON ARTS SOCIETY: LOCAL HISTORY

A Spoonful of Sugar – in 1890s
meant that those living in poverty could now 
make jams, sweet biscuits and cakes. Indeed, it 
had its place in working family life as an essential 
energy provider: 14 % of the average calorie 
intake, I understand. But in those days those 
calories were being worked off with manual 
labour. Today, funnily enough, the percentage is 
still around 15% but our lives are far more 
sedentary now. The figures were and are astonishing. 
Our annual consumption of sugar per head per 
year was four pounds in 1704, 18 pounds in 1800, 
65 pounds in 1880 and a whopping 71 pounds 
per head per year in 1901. To the point where 
Britons had the highest intake of sugar in Europe.

So how did Hambledon compare in 1890 when 
we study Mr Brigg’s day book? Well, I can tell you 
that there was an average of 57 shoppers passing 
through Mr Brigg’s shop in a week and between 
them they bought 41 pounds of sugar a week. 
Over the year then that is between 45 and 50 
pounds per person per year. But the question that 
poses concerns the shopper. Would that sugar be 
going home to provide for the rest of the family? 
Because this throws into doubt the per capita 
figures I have uncovered elsewhere in my research.

And how does this compare with today? I spoke 
to Richard Clark (whose father bought The Peoples 
Market in 1969). He said that it was not at all 
uncommon to sell between eight and ten pounds 
of sugar to a family each week in the early 70s!

Currently we consume an average 90g of sugar 
per day (equivalent to 22 small spoonsful). The 
World Health Organisation would like to reduce 
our daily calorie intake from 15% (more or less 
exactly the same as our 1890 statistic) to 5%.

While naturally occurring sugar in fruit and 
milk is fine, there is a troubling statistic amongst 
11-18 year old boys who are shown to have (or 
need) a staggering 42% of their calorie intake 

through sugary drinks and food and a further 
19-22% in the shape of sweets, chocolate and 
jam! It is well documented that these and 
processed foods do contain more sugar than we 
think and they are contributing to the rise in 
obesity and tooth decay.

The original sugar tax lasted from 1764 until 
1874. It made a significant amount of income for 
the government. (In 1764 it was levied at 34% 
and collected £1million each year – the equivalent 
of £106 million today.) And the Government 
clearly hope that the newly imposed sugar tax 
will be a way forward to raise even more revenue 
but I have my doubts about the outcome. Bring 
on The Hambledon Hilly I say!

Pat Crew
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Hats off to the drama group yet again. Like 
all good farces, this play had the requisite 

ingredients; a sympathetic but hopelessly inept 
protagonist, mistaken identities, split second timed 
entrances and exits, oh and sexual shenanigans.

Martyn Kille gave a remarkable performance 
as the Major, not so much galloping as scurrying, 
but his energy was boundless, his timing and 
characterisation terrific. He headed a strong team.

The plot begins with The Major frenetically 
replacing clothes of one tenant, a divorcee who 
has the flat for weekends, with the belongings of 
another, a young barrister who occupies the flat 
during the week. The point is that the Major is 
stony broke. He is unemployed, unemployable 
and recently deserted by his wife who has done a 
bolt and married Ronald, the Major’s Adjutant. 
Worse still, the house and furniture apparently 
belong to her, bequeathed by Daddy. Nothing if 
not resourceful, the Major has let the basement 
flat twice to two tenants, both unaware of the 
existence of the other.

The fat hits the fire when the delightful Jill, 
played with great charm by Sarah Harris, decides 
unexpectedly not to decamp to Brussels. Philip, 
the other tenant, turns up. The Major tries to 
control the situation but plunges from one absurd 
invention to another. James Batchelor, with his 
usual deft and comic touch, is the naïve and 
increasingly bewildered Philip. He is persuaded 
to hide in the bathroom and strip off his clothes. 
Reappearing aggrieved and half naked, he finds 
his clothes gone and an assortment of people in 
his flat. Philip’s girlfriend, Rowenna Gordon as the 
lovely Brenda, arrives at the flat to be accused by 
Philip of being pregnant, fake news implanted 
by the Major.

Confusion builds with the arrival of Elizabeth, 
the Major’s Ex-wife, commandingly portrayed 
by Jackie Foster. In her wake trots Ronald, played 
with relish by Steve Guermonprez as the gleefully 
debauched and recently cashiered army Adjutant. 
Not one for sympathy or regret, Elizabeth has her 
own plans to rescue her finances from Ronald’s 
profligacy. She too has arranged to let the 

basement flat to none other than Humphrey, 
Head of Chambers and Brenda’s father to boot. 
Paul Foster was in fine form as the urbane, 
portly Humphrey who has designs on the flat for 
nefarious weekday liaisons.

All completely unravels with the arrival of 
Jacqueline, Teresa Enke as a wonderfully vulgar 
call girl for whom work and pleasure clearly go 
hand in hand. Being locked in a cupboard or 
joined in bed by three different men is just part of 
the fun. Finally all is exposed: Humphrey’s sordid 
plans, Ronald’s pilfering of £300 rent money, 
Elizabeth’s conniving. The game seems up for the 
Major, but not so when Jill, with a flash of lunacy, 
assures his financial salvation by suggesting that 
they marry, a most unlikely happy ever after.

Thirteen years after her last production, Bobbie 
Tomkins manfully volunteered to direct this play. 
She shows that she has lost none of her ability. 
The ‘business’ of a play is the term applied to the 
actions, which, as separate from dialogue, further 
the plot. This play presented a lot of business; the 
right use of on-stage doors (five, no less); clothes 

‘Poetry in the Garden’ is on Friday 29th June 
– please do put the date in your diary and 

come and join us at Hambledon House. D and 
David Hart Dyke have very generously invited 
us once more to come into their beautiful garden 
for our annual open event at which we share 
poems preceded by a picnic. Following our usual 
programme, members of the Poetry Group will 
read poems during the first half which, this year, 
will be by women in recognition of suffragette 
year. We then invite members of the audience to 

read their favourite poems to us of any subject 
they chose – this is not obligatory!

This event is open to anyone living in the 
parish – you do not have to be a member of the 
Society, so all are very welcome. Picnics are from 
6 pm when there will be time to walk round an 
exceptional garden; readings will start at 7 pm. If 
you need any more information or would like to 
let us know what poem you would like to read 
please contact either Mavis (9263 2740) or Ruth 
(9263 2761).

HAMBLEDON ARTS SOCIETY

Home Is Where Your Clothes Are

and chest drawers to be swapped repeatedly; a tie 
dropped, money placed in a jacket pocket; all 
whilst maintaining rapid dialogue. Congratulations 

to Bobbie and cast for pulling it off and to Graham 
Barrett for stage managing hectic prop changes 
back stage. Thanks to the whole crew for their 
time and commitment: A show to remember.

HAMBLEDON ARTS SOCIETY: POETRY GROUP

Poetry in the Garden

continued on page 25

Hambledon Arts Society
continued from page 28
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At one time it was believed, by polite society 
at least, that England had no folk music. 

Scotland and Ireland had their indigenous music 
and song, but not England. That is, until Cecil 
Sharp, Baring-Gould and the host of collectors 
that followed them blew the myth apart. And yet, 
a century or more later, English folk is still the 
Cinderella in terms of terrestrial radio coverage. 
England has access to only one hour of folk 
broadcasting – Mark Radcliffe’s Folk Show; which 
is as likely to feature Americana and soft rock as 
English folk. Scotland has access to a further five 
hours (seven if you include a repeat): Travelling 
Folk, Take the Floor and Pipeline. All these are 
rooted in traditional music, and not exclusively 
Scottish by any means. The same goes for the two 
hours of Folk Club on Radio Ulster. Radio Wales 
also enjoys two hours of folk in a show called 
Celtic Heartbeat. Why is England so poorly served? 
The good news is that you can listen to any of 
these programmes if you have access to the 
internet. They are broadcast live and are available 
for catch-up on the iPlayer for a month afterwards.

The Carrivick Sisters
The ill wind was still blowing on Wednesday the 
14th of March when another guest performer was 
lost to illness. This doesn’t indicate a problem with 
the folk music because the audience on the night 
seemed to be fighting fit. Again, Ros and John were 
able, at the last minute, to find two outstanding 
musicians to replace the original guest.

Charlotte and Laura, the Carrivick Sisters, are 
Devon based and sing while performing on a wide 
range of instruments. Their music has strong 

American influences with Appalachian, Blue 
Grass and Nashville overtones. These influences 
are reflected in the range of instruments the sisters 
play, guitar, fiddle, mandolin, banjo and steel 
guitar. The last, an amazing acoustic instrument, 
played by Laura with the body and neck held 
horizontal and supported by a single strap. This 
orientation is used by modern electric steel guitars 
but these have supporting framework. Laura used 
this guitar to great effect in her self-penned song 
about an abandoned house she saw in North Wales. 
The ‘Carrivick’ surname originated in Cornwall 
and one of Charlotte’s songs recalls the sisters’ great, 
great Grandfather’s involvement in the opposition 
to the building of The Headland Hotel in 
Newquay. The song Over the Edge celebrates one 
act of the opposition when the builders tool shed 
was pushed over the nearby cliff. Perhaps if other 
locals had realised what Newquay would be like 
today there would have been more opposition.

Thanks to all the floor singers, Black and 
Dipper, Rod, Dee, and Janet and of course Terry 
for running the evening.

Andy Irvine
There is no doubting the popularity of Andy 
Irvine. There were enquiries for tickets from before 
Christmas, four months before the gig. Not 
surprising when you look back over his life and the 
various solo, duo and band performances Andy 
has been involved in. If you like Irish music his 
recordings with Planxty in the 1970’s and early 
1980’s are a gem and well worth searching out.

A master of the guitar, bouzouki and mandola 
Andy’s evening at Hambledon included a mix of 

HAMBLEDON FOLK CLUB

News and Reviews
instrumentals, traditional and contemporary songs. 
Stand outs were Reynadine, a self-penned Mining 
Song and a take on the sailor/tailor whose night 
of passion goes very wrong. In Andy’s version 
from New Zealand it’s a gold miner who wakes up 
in the morning to find his clothes, money and the 
‘lady’ gone. Amazing evening from a man who as 
a young actor, to escape the lovies, went to 
O’Donaghue’s Bar in Dublin, met Irish Traditional 
music and never looked back.

Thanks to Dee, Rod, Paul and Vince (who I 
forgot to credit in the last review) and of course 
Franny for compering another great evening at 
HFC.

JJ

Future events
Wednesday June 13th

Cosgrave and Banks
Mike Cosgrave and Steve Banks have pooled their 
considerable musical talents and experience to 
form an exciting acoustic folk duo. Together they 
play a range of styles including gypsy jazz, classical 
and folk music along with their own compositions. 
Both are gifted composers and multi-instrumentalists: 
Mike plays accordion, guitar and whistle, with 
Steve on fiddle, vocals, Hardanger fiddle and 
guitar. They present a diverse programme of 
beautiful music, traditional and contemporary, 
from Britain and Europe.

“Superb playing and singing, all with a great 
sense of style and fun!” (Tom McConville)

“Steve Banks and Mike Cosgrave are superb 
musicians bringing unexpected gems for our 
delight. Soulful and fun. What more could you 

want?” (Maddy Prior)
“Their level of brilliance across a wide range 

of musical traditions is astonishing and a joy to 
listen to. Treat yourself!” (Bruce Millar, Totnes 
Folk Club). cosgraveandbanks.com.

Wednesday July 11th

Wild Willy Barrett’s French Connection
From a cafe in Paris, via a hoolie in Dublin, to a 
night out in New Orleans with rip-roaring fiddle 
and banjo – this band does it all! At the heart of 
the ensemble is the talented multi-instrumentalist 
Wild Willy Barrett, ably supported by cellist 
Mary Holland and Irish pipes and whistle player 
John Devine. Charismatic French singer Aurora 
Colson takes centre stage, captivating audiences 
with her compelling and expressive vocals as she 
effortlessly tackles a wide range of styles: from 
Bluegrass to acoustic blues, with haunting Irish 
melodies and a touch of Piaf thrown into the 
mix. The group’s innovative arrangements are 
beautifully performed on instruments including 
the guitar, cello, fiddle, banjo and uilleann pipes, 
all overlaid with a large dose of wry humour. A 
wonderful evening of unique and fresh musical 
entertainment, very different from anything else 
you will experience in the UK at the moment. 
There really is nothing else quite like them! 
wildwillybarrett.com.

8.30p.m. start (doors open at 8 pm). Entry: £10 
(£8 members, £5 under 18s and students)

John Thornton
9263 2719

folkclubhambledon@hotmail.co.uk

If your child (aged eight and over) would like to 
have a go at sailing, a team of highly professional 

RYA instructors run a sailing programme based 
near The Ship Inn at Langstone. It costs £22.50 
for each six hour session and runs on Saturdays 
and Sundays at different times depending on the 
tides. There’s no need to commit to a whole 

season so it’s ideal if your child just wants to give 
sailing a go. Kit is supplied although children need 
to bring their own wetsuit and non-slip shoes 
ideally. If you would like more information, take 
a look at their website – hysts.co.uk.

Yvonne Peek-Vout

SAILING

A Chance to take to the Water!
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Hambledon and Denmead NSPCC
are holding a

Summer 
Lunch Party
in the garden at Hill House, Hambledon.

Friday 15th June
12:30 pm to 3 pm

2 course lunch with glass of something delicious 
on arrival. Raffle and cake stall.

Tickets are £15 (in advance only)
Please ring 9263 2310 to reserve your place

Hambledon Village Hall field
Saturday 7th July at 7:30 pm
Open for picnics from 6 pm

The Rudes bring their latest outdoor theatre 
to Hambledon this summer (the Village Hall 

green) on Saturday 7th July. It will be their 20th 
year of touring and many of those tours have 
been to Hambledon. Oberon’s Cure (first toured in 
2005 as The Fairy Queen but now updated with 
a new score) is based on Titania’s accusation in A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream that her husband 
Oberon has had an affair with ‘this bouncing 
Amazon’, Hippolyta, and is therefore an imagined 
prequel to Shakespeare’s play. It is basically about 
an old man who is not capable of resisting a 
beautiful young woman. Now when hasn’t that 
been in the news recently?! But he is made to look 
ridiculous by his inadequacy – and the foolish 
lack of self-awareness makes him into a sad, 
pathetic individual. But there is forgiveness, as 
Titania teaches him a lesson and appeals to him to 
grow old gracefully, (with her and not be always 
chasing after girls). But do we want to grow old 
gracefully? It is an old story, which people will 
recognise and laugh at because of its familiarity. 
There are things to admire too: Hippolyta’s 
wiliness as she wraps Oberon round her little 
finger and Briony’s child-like, innocent, but tough, 
determination to work out the confusion of life 
and emerge as a young woman.

It starts at 7:30 pm as usual, but you can get 
there from 6 pm with your picnics. Bring your 
own low-backed chairs and warm clothes. Tickets 
are available online from the Rudes’ website – 

therudemechanicaltheatre.co.uk – or locally 
from Chris Dixon, 023 9263 2394. You won’t 
want to miss this funny, romantic and rather 
poetic offering from the Rudes.

Further information from the company on 
01323 501260. Adults £16, Seniors £15, 
Students £12, Children £9, Families £40. For 
the special large group rate contact the Central 
Box Office on 01323 501260 or therudes@
btinternet.com.

THE RUDE MECHANICAL THEATRE COMPANY

Oberon’s Cure

Eileen Richardson and her husband Adrian 
Eves have just bought and are living in 9 East St, 
Hambledon, now named ‘Haywood House’. 
Haywood is a family name from Eileen’s side, 
which goes back many generations.

She is from Western Australia, and Adrian 
lived next door at 10 East Street for two years.

They are delighted to be living in this lovely 
village!

Welcome Spot
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Diary: June 2018 Diary: July 2018

Notes Notes
Communicare Bus Timetable:
Old Barn Crescent 9:50 am
The Gardens 9:55 am
Stewart’s Green 10 am

Scottish Dancing first and third Mondays of the month at 
7:30 pm in the Youth Hut:
Drama Group meets second Thursday of each month:
Sunday Youth Group meets on the first and third 
Sundays of each month from 6 pm to 7:30 pm.

Communicare Bus Timetable:
Old Barn Crescent 9:50 am
The Gardens 9:55 am
Stewart’s Green 10:00 am

Scottish Dancing first and third Mondays of the month at 
7:30 pm in the Youth Hut:
Drama Group meets second Thursday of each month:
Sunday Youth Group meets on the first and third 
Sundays of each month from 6 pm to 7:30 pm.

Fri 1st Communicare Bus Outing
Sat 2nd  Children’s Tennis Coaching Village Court 9 am to 12:30 pm

Sun 3rd  Craft Sunday (7) Methodist Chapel 10:30 am
Mon 4th Parish Council meeting (10) Village Hall 7:30 pm
 Picnic & Prayer (9) Church 8 pm
Tues 5th Toddler Group  Various Houses 10 am to 11:30 am
Wed 6th Lunch Club (18) Village Hall 12 noon
Thurs 7th Coffee and Cake Church 8:45 am
Fri 8th Communicare Bus Fareham
Sat 9th Children’s Tennis Coaching Village Court 9 am to 12:30 pm
 Rowans Hospice Coffee Morning (20 & 21) Vine Cottage, West Street 10:30 am to 12 noon

Sun 10th Winchester Family Cycle Ride (11) Abbey Gardens 9:45 am & 11 am
 Hampshire Country & Garden Festival (33) Whitchurch 10 am to 4:30 pm
Mon 11th Picnic & Prayer (9) Church 8 pm
Tues 12th Toddler Group Various Houses 10 am to 11:30 am
 WI Garden Meeting (37) Barn House
Wed 13th Char & Chat (6&7) Methodist Chapel 2 pm
 Hambledon Pre School Story Trail (22)
 Folk Club (31) Youth Hut 8:30 pm
Thurs 14th Coffee and Cake Church 8:45 am
Fri 15th Communicare Bus Outing
 NSPCC Summer Lunch (33) Hill House, Speltham Hill 12:30 pm to 3 pm
 Prayer & Praise (6) Methodist Chapel 7 pm
Sat 16th Children’s Tennis Coaching Village Court 9 am to 12:30 pm
 Hambledon Quizzy (17) Village Hall 7:30 pm

Mon 18th Picnic & Prayer (9) Church 8 pm
Tues 19th Toddler Group Various Houses 10 am to 11:30 am
Wed 20th Village Walk (16) Village Hall Car Park 6 pm
Thurs 21st Coffee and Cake Church 8:45 am
 Charity Lunch Church 12 noon
Fri 22nd Communicare Bus Petersfield

Sun 24th Short Family Service Church 10 am
Mon 25th Picnic & Prayer (9) Church 8 pm
Tues 26th MVFC (10) Meon Hall 1:45 pm
Thurs 28th Coffee and Cake Church 8:45 am
Fri 29th Communicare Bus Outing
 Art Soc Poetry Evening (29) Hambledon House 6 pm
Sat 30th  Children’s Tennis Coaching  Village Court 9 am to 12:30 pm

Sun 1st Patronal Service Church 10:30 am
 Craft Sunday (7) Methodist Chapel 10:30 am
 MVFC Floral Art & Photography Show(10) Sir Harold Hillier Gardens 10 am to 3:30 pm
Mon 2nd Parish Council Meeting (10) Village Hall 7:30 pm
 Picnic & Prayer (9) Church 8 pm
 copy deadline for Aug/Sept 2018 Hambledonian Issue (41)
Tues 3rd Toddler Group  Various Houses 10 am to 11:30 am
Wed 4th Lunch Club (18) Village Hall 12 noon
Thurs 5th Coffee & Cake Church 8:45 am
Fri 6th Communicare Bus Fareham 7:30 pm
Sat 7th Children’s Tennis Coaching Village Court 9 am to 12:30 pm
 Rude Mechanical Theatre Company (32) Village Hall Field from 6 pm (picnics)
   7:30 pm Performance

Sun 8th Birthday Celebration ((9) Church & Vicarage Garden from 10:30 am
Mon 9th Picnic & Prayer (9) Church 8 pm
Tues 10th Toddler Group Various Houses 10 am to 11:30 am
 WI Meeting (37) Village Hall 7:30 pm
Wed 11th Char & Chat (6 & 7) Methodist Chapel 2 pm
 Folk Club (31) Youth Hut 8:30 pm
Thurs 12th Coffee & Cake Church 8:45 am
Fri 13th Communicare Bus  Outing
Sat 14th Children’s Tennis Coaching Village Court 9 am to 12:30 pm

Mon 16th Picnic & Prayer (9) Church 8 pm
Tues 17th Toddler Group Various Houses 10 am to 11:30 am
Thurs 19th Coffee & Cake Church 8:45 am
 Charity Lunch Church 12 noon
Fri 20th Communicare Bus Petersfield
 Prayer & Praise (6) Methodist Chapel 7 pm
Sat 21st  Children’s Tennis Coaching Village Court 9 am to 12:30 pm

Sun 22nd Short Family Service Church 10 am
Mon 23rd Picnic & Prayer (9) Church 8 pm
 WI Centenary (37) The Vineyard 3 pm
Tues 24th Toddler Group Various Houses 10 am to 11:30 am
 MVFC (10) Meon Hall, Meonstoke 1:45 pm
Fri 27th Communicare Bus Outing
Sat 28th Children’s Tennis Coaching Village Court 9 am to 12:30 pm

Mon 30th Picnic & Prayer (9) Church 8 pm
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A3 Aerials VIII
A Caring Hand Ironing Service V
Andrews Autosource IV

Barn Store Private & Commercial 
Storage XIII

Barrells Funeral Directors IV
Blackman Builders XIV
Boundary Oak School XIV

CA Gordon Decorating Services XI
Chamberlains Family Solicitors VII
C Jones Groundworks X
Computer Problems Solved XII
Computer Repairs XIV

DA Security III
DD Storyteller V
de Mellow & Co Wealth 

Management BC
Denmead Poultry I
Discover Wine XI
DJ Scott Garden Machinery XV
Donline Computer Consultancy XV
Droxford Antiques X

Freeland Restoration XII
Full Circle Maintenance VIII

G Rixen Ltd XVI
Grosvenor Physiotherapy XIII

Hairworks XII
Hambledon Cars I
Hambledon Landscapes I
Hambledon Vineyard XI
Harpers IX
Home Instead XVI
Ivor Copeland XV

Jamie Mills Window Cleaner IX
JC Aerials (Waterlooville) VII
Jessie Sullings Podiatry & 

Chiropody VI
J Gordon Forestry & Arboricultural 

Contractor II
JM Car Hire XI
Julie Kay Flowers IX

Keith Miller Insurance Services II
Kennett Carpentry X

Lotts Tea Room IX

Mark & June Mason Painters IX
Meon Valley News X
Meon Valley Physio XVI
Moore’s Traditional Funeral 

Directors IV

Oliver Chimney Sweep VI
Olivers Painters & Decorators V

Paddock Maintenance XI

Pearsons Estate Agents III
Pest Off Pest Control X
Petersfield Framing Studios VIII
Portsmouth High School XIII

R A Redman Ltd III
R & G Gamblin Builders VI
ReBalance Pilates V

St Peter’s Vets III
Short Bark & Sides Dog Groomers III
Simon Lawson Jewellers VI
Smith Care Group X
South Downs Funeral Service II
Steve Such Property Maintenance XII
StorAway Local Storage VIII
Studio 6 Design and Print VII
Sue Smith Reflexology & 

Aromatherapy X

Taylor Garnier Estate Agents VII
Taylors Garage (Droxford) II
The Country House Company IX
The Owen Kenny Partnership VII
The Village Cattery IX

Upcountry Plumbing XV

Wallops Wood Cottages IV
Waltham Black Chimney Sweep I
White Thorns B&B VI

List of Advertisers

To place your ad in The Hambledonian:
Contact Louise Bailey on 9263 2862 or email hambledonianadvertising@gmail.com
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The Hambledonian Magazine
The Hambledonian is published by and on behalf

of the Hambledon PCC

Copy deadline for 
August/September 2018 

issue:

Monday 2nd July
It would help enormously if 
you could send articles, etc., 

as early as possible.

Please send news, articles, photos, events, 
etc:, to Sara Park, West Street Cottage, 

West Street, PO7, or put in box at 
back of Church, or email to 
hambledonian@gmail.com

For our meeting on 18th March, the Speaker’s 
talk was entitled ‘Tax, Care and Toy Boys’. 

Unfortunately that was more exciting than his talk. 
We knew it would be about Wills, and Power of 
Attorney etc., but the Speaker gave only his first 
name, and neglected to say how qualified he was 
to be giving legal advice. Not the best speaker we 
have had, but the meeting finished as usual with 
the raffle, coffee and chat.

In complete contrast, our meeting on 10th April 
was a delight. Penelope Ody gave a talk on herbs, 
but not just for cooking. Despite the recent awful 
weather, she had picked from her garden a large 
selection of flowers, (and weeds) and explained how 
they can be used for medicinal as well as culinary 
purposes. Some made into linctus to soothe sore 
throats and chesty coughs, others made into lotions 
to relieve the pain of bruises and arthritic joints. 
Lavender is relaxing in a warm bath, while rosemary 
invigorates – the herbs wrapped in cloth so they 
don’t clog up the plug hole! Young dandelion and 
nasturtium leaves can be eaten in salads, and 
who knew that ground elder – the scourge of all 
gardeners – can be cooked like spinach and used 
as a vegetable! Centuries ago its roots were dried 
and crushed to make a kind of bread. The Speaker 
was a mine of information, with a very pleasant 

manner, and everyone enjoyed the evening.
On Saturday 21st April, we hosted a cream tea for 

Whiteley Wags WI, who had been on an historical 
tour of the village with Andrew Negus (which they 
thoroughly enjoyed) and had asked if we could 
provide refreshments. We welcomed about 20 
members and some husbands into the Committee 
Room – the main hall being used for Dress 
Rehearsal – where the table was spread with plain 
and fruit scones, dishes of jam and cream, Victoria 
sponge, ginger cake, coffee and walnut, and 
chocolate cake, and they had as much tea as they 
could drink! It proved to be a very pleasant 
afternoon for everyone, and many thanks to those 
who made cakes and scones, served tea, and cleared 
and washed up afterwards. They paid for their teas, 
so we are able to make a donation to Air Ambulance.

May is our Annual Meeting and Resolutions 
evening, and on 12th June we have our Garden 
Meeting at Barn House West Street, where 
everyone takes a plate of food to share. July 23rd is 
the exact date of the first WI meeting in Hambledon 
100 years ago, so to celebrate , we are meeting at 
the Vineyard at 3 pm for a tour, a tasting and a 
cream tea. On 11th August we have our Centenary 
Supper, more of which later.

Joy Beagley

WOMENS INSTITUTE

Mixed Bag
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