The Benefice of North Walsham,
Edingthorpe, Worstead & Westwick

St Nicholas Parish Church • All Saints Parish Church • St Mary the Virgin • St Botolph’s Church

Prayerfully seeking to weave faith, hope
and love through our communities

Parish Profile 2021

The Benefice of North Walsham,
Edingthorpe, Worstead & Westwick

Prayerfully seeking to weave faith, hope and love
through our communities
As a Benefice we are praying for our churches to be lively, growing places
where everyone, of all ages, can know and respond to the love of God and
accept Him into their lives, being involved in prayer, service, caring and giving.
As we seek to appoint a Priest In Charge to the Benefice, we are looking for
someone who will be guided by the Holy Spirit to preach the Gospel, care,
nurture and develop the worshipping congregations, and serve and welcome
all who live in the surrounding communities.

2

St Nicholas
Parish Church
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Virgin

St Botolph’s
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Edingthorpe
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NR28 9TN

Worstead
North Walsham
NR28 9RH

Westwick
Norwich NR10 5BE
(Norfolk Diocesan
Churches Trust)

The Benefice has the advantage of offering a mix of rural communities, set in
beautiful Norfolk countryside as well as a large parish church in the centre of
an historic market town with a large residential and business community.
All Saints, “the little church on the hill”,
and St Botolph churches are set in deep
countryside.

The market town of North Walsham, with a
population of over 13,500, lies 15 miles north
of Norwich, and close to the East and North
Norfolk coasts, with the beautiful Norfolk
Broads to the South.

Each has their own faithful and regular
congregations and significant and historical
stories to tell.

St Nicholas and St Mary the Virgin are both
large “wool” churches developed at the
height of the thriving textile trade of the 14th
and 15th Centuries.
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Statement of Needs:
Who do we need?
We need someone:
•	who will respect, care for and nurture the
existing congregation
•	who will be patient, approachable, caring
and a good listener
•	who will understand and accommodate
the need for maintaining familiar forms of
worship and music
•	who will boost and encourage young
people’s work to share the message
of God’s love to families, and open up
worship and activities in exciting and
easily accessible ways
•	who will encourage and lead lay members
of the congregation, and those coming to
the Christian life, to find discipleship roles
at all levels of Christian ministry

•	who will build on the existing partnership
between the Benefice churches, and
within Churches Together in North
Walsham
•	who will build on the links with civic and
voluntary organisations in the town, as the
Civic Parish Church.
There are some of us for whom the pandemic
has caused the feeling of loneliness and of
loss. Our new Incumbent would ideally build
on what we have experienced and learnt
during this time, to move forward in faith,
hope and love.

What can we offer?
We can offer:
•	A warm welcome to the person God sends
to be our new Incumbent!
• A cohesive and faithful Ministry Team
•	Prayerful support from the church families
of all the churches of the Benefice
•	An enthusiasm to grow in our faith and
expand our ministry
•	The desire to reach out to our
communities

•	PCCs who are keen to serve their church
and Ministers
•	A spacious four bedroomed vicarage in
North Walsham in the beautiful county
of Norfolk with access to countryside,
coast, the Norfolk Broads and the city of
Norwich.

4

The Ministry Team
The Benefice has a long tradition of a strong, diverse Ministry Team, who
all bring their individual skills, care, and spiritual guidance. As a training
Parish, the opportunity to experience and support Curates and Ordinands
has been beneficial for the congregation and the community, and hopefully
those in training!
Revd Nigel Paterson
Assistant Priest, Self-Supporting Minister
Revd Valerie Watts
Assistant Priest, Self-Supporting Minister with PTO
Revd Canon Susanna Gunner
Diocesan Adviser in Spirituality and Discipleship, active member of the Ministry Team
Revd Robin Myerscough
Retired School Chaplain, helps with Services as requested
A small team of lay members of the congregation authorised to administer the chalice.
The Ministry Team is ably supported by a Church Office Administrator, employed to work five
hours per week in the office within St Nicholas’ Church. She manages the church website, is
editor of the Benefice magazine N.E.W.S, and secretary to the St Nicholas PCC.
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St Nicholas’ Church, North Walsham

Services
St Nicholas Church is situated alongside
the central Market Place of North Walsham
and has a tradition of being open every day,
to serve the local community as a place of
prayer and contemplation, to offer regular
services, open to all, throughout the year.

historical themes, including Lord Nelson, the
Paston Family and the Peasants Revolt.

Daily Morning Prayer

In addition to Choral Evensong or Evening
Prayer, a variety of liturgy is used at 5pm
Sunday Services. These include Celtic and
Taizé Worship, special Services of Healing,
and sung or said Compline during Lent.

The Book of Common Prayer has traditionally
been used at 8am Holy Communion and
Common Worship at the 10.30am Eucharist.

Market Day (Thursday) Holy Communion
Two Services of Holy Communion, and an
Evening Service every Sunday
Other significant services that usually take
place include the annual Civic Service for the
new Mayor and Town Council, the annual
Remembrance Day Service, St George’s Day
Service for the Scouts and Guides.

Vestments are worn during main Services.
Incense is used for appropriate Festivals.
The Boy Bishop Service to mark the Feast of
St Nicholas in December is a special favourite,
involving young members of the congregation.

Services have been held regularly to
accompany special events. These include
celebrating the restoration of the Tower and
the East Window, Flower, Vestments, and

The High Altar, a Nave Altar, the side chapels
and the West End of the Church are all used
at different times.
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Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals
Thanksgiving and Funeral Services have been less in number during the Pandemic, but
St Nicholas Church continues to be the place where many North Walsham residents mark
notable life events.
Figures from the Service Records are as follows:
2019: Weekly Sunday attendance
114 adults and 17 children.

2020: Weekly Sunday attendance
46 adults and 2 children.

Total number of communicants on 		
Easter Day was 150.

Total number of communicants on 		
Easter Day was 0.

Total number of communicants at
Christmas was 143.

Total number of communicants at
Christmas was 65.

Total number of attendees on Christmas Eve
and Christmas Day was 943.

Total number of attendees on Christmas Eve
and Christmas Day was 121.

There were 24 baptisms, 5 weddings, and
27 funerals held in St Nicholas.

There were 6 baptisms, 2 weddings, and
11 funerals held in St Nicholas.

30 funerals were held at the local crematoria.

35 funerals were held at the local crematoria.
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Children and Families
Sunday Kids offers weekly sessions of craft,
Bible stories and fun for children aged 4-15
years, while their parents attend the 10.30am
Service. The children enjoy sharing their
activities, and songs with the congregation
each week. A youth group for young people
of secondary school age aims to link up with
other Christian groups and takes part in
Diocesan events, such as “Stay Up” at Norwich
Cathedral. A drama is presented at the
Christingle Service each Christmas, attended
by as many as 700 parents and children from
the whole community.

The local schools and 6th form College
regularly access the church building for
exploration related to their course study
subjects. At Christmas we are pleased to
welcome all the schools to the church for
their individual carol services and concerts.
These are always well attended and
appreciated by all involved.
Sunday Kids is co-ordinated by Revd Valerie
Watts and led by a small team of members of
the church.

A more informal 10.30am Family Service is
held monthly, with full participation from the
young people and their leaders.
There is a vibrant Children’s Corner at the
West End of the Church, used by young
families just dropping by, as well as on
Sundays. There is a Facebook Group to
communicate with families and provide links
to virtual events such as Spring Harvest. Boys
and girls are made welcome to join the choir
and there has been a strong history of boy
choristers at St Nicholas, with high standards
achieved and recognised.

Churches Together
a Christmas Day lunch in the Community
Centre, Lent lunches, and occasional talks.
The Fraternal of NWCT is very strong and
has provided valuable mutual prayer and
support for each other, especially during the
pandemic (meeting over Zoom or in person).

North Walsham Churches Together is a
covenanted group of nine churches of
different denominations who pray together,
worship together, and participate in the
Procession of Witness through the town
on Good Friday. The group co-ordinates
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Music at St Nicholas
for leading worship and encouraging the
congregation to sing. It is powerful enough
for large Civic services and is also used as
a standalone instrument for recitals and
concerts. The organ was restored, enlarged,
and improved in 2009/2010 and, in line with
the agreement around National Lottery
funding, is used regularly by local musicians
for practice and tuition.

St Nicholas has a long-standing choral
tradition which is rich, varied and much valued.
The church maintains the tradition of a boys’
choir and the regular pattern of sung morning
and evening services on Sundays. There is also
an adult, robed, choir which rehearses weekly
and sings regularly for services and which also
offers pastoral support to its members. The
choir’s repertoire is broadly traditional with the
inclusion of modern choral works. The choir
supports worship every Sunday, together with
major festivals. Boys and adults receive musical
tuition under the auspices of the RSCM’s
‘Voice for Life’ tuition and award scheme and
choristers have also performed locally as part
of other concerts and services.

St Nicholas has a five-year Music Growth
plan in place which includes widening
the scope of musical provision offered,
including a girls’ choir, extending outreach
to children and families, and developing the
church as a concert and performance space.
Along with fundraising activities throughout
the year, charitable and local corporate
sponsorship is being sought to enhance
funding already given to support the choir
and music from church finances.

St Nicholas is fortunate to employ both a
Director of Music and an organist.
The church is blessed with one of the largest
church music libraries in the area, with over
1,500 individual sets of music covering the
choral tradition. It is in the process of being
re-catalogued and digitised. St Nicholas is
fortunate to possess an historic organ, ideal

We anticipate that our new Incumbent will
continue to value the place of music, in all
its forms, as an integral part of our worship,
witness and growth.
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Church Activities
A variety of groups have always been
active. These include:
•	There is a small pastoral visiting group,
and a long tradition of caring for
neighbours and colleagues
•	Contact with, and pastoral support for
the town’s care homes have been a high
priority, including regular visits by both
clergy and members of the congregation.

• The Men’s Stall
• Weekly Market Day Coffee mornings
• The Mothers’ Union
• Prayer and Healing Group
•	Craft groups gathering in the church
or in homes to make Christmas angels,
Remembrance-tide poppies, Morsbags
(https://morsbags.com)
•	Lent groups based on Bible study, books,
poetry, as well as Lent walking groups

The Parochial Church Council
The PCC of St Nicholas seeks to support the
ministry, mission, and maintenance of the
church. The PCC meets bi-monthly (by Zoom
through the COVID-19 restrictions).
Smaller sub-committees set up for finance
and fabric are proving helpful and it is hoped
similar groups, in areas such as outreach and
pastoral care, would continue to improve the
effectiveness of the PCC.
The PCC has the support of a qualified
volunteer Treasurer from the North Walsham
community.
The 2021 Annual Parochial Church Meeting
was held on Zoom, on 28th April.
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St Nicholas’ Resources and Finance
However, this dropped by 37% during the
2020 pandemic lockdown to £94K, and our
projected income for 2021 is £71K.

The congregation at St Nicholas give in
several ways: through the service collections,
some using the Gift Aid envelopes; by
‘Planned Giving’, and by direct financial
donations. Income is generated by our halls
and the small bookstall/shop in the church.

Our reserves have halved, and we have
agreed a reduction of our Parish Share with
the Diocese of Norwich, to balance our
budget, with the intention of increasing it
once finances permit.

Our church’s income averaged £150K per
annum over the three years 2017-2019.

The Church Halls
They are used extensively for congregational
gatherings, and hired out to local charities,
specialist groups, and for Baptism, Wedding
and Funeral gatherings.

We are fortunate to own three Church
Halls adjacent to the Church. These have
good access from a large town car park,
well equipped kitchens, and toilet facilities
(including disabled access). These are a
great asset, administered by a Halls Booking
Coordinator.

One hall is at present leased to the Town
Heritage and Information Centre.
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Community Collaboration
The church building is seen as belonging
to the whole community, and is felt to
have a special atmosphere, offering
welcoming and caring hospitality, which
could be expanded.

Increased involvement and reciprocal
support with civic and voluntary
organisations in the town has resulted in the
Church building, halls, and the churchyard
(closed to burials, and cared for by the
Town Council) being used by the whole
community. Events include an annual
Children’s Fun Day, Remembrance-tide
Services, Christmas Lights Switch On, annual
Church Fete and weekly drop-in ‘Contact and
Conversation Days’.

Respondents expressed a wish for a
continued social media presence, and online
streaming of services.
People coming to services like to have “clear
instructions, in simple language.”

The town has always supported and
contributed to fundraising activities, including
during recent years, the restoration of the
church tower, the east window, and the organ.

There was appreciation for the benefits of
integration of the Church history with town
history events.

During the process of compiling the Parish
Profile a cross-section of the community were
consulted by questionnaire and consultation
conversations. The responses included the
following observations:

Other notable comments from respondents:
“The church welcomes people.”
“Services are accessible and to all age groups.“
‘Music and choir are wonderful.”
“You care for each other and include others.”
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The Vicarage

The living room is approx. 3.6m x 5.8m with
shelving and gas flame effect feature fire.

The vicarage was built in 1980 and is situated
along the predominantly residential Yarmouth
Road. The house is a 10 minute walk from
St Nicholas’ Church and the town centre of
North Walsham, with all its amenities.

The study is spacious, approx. 6.5m x 3.4m.
It has built in bookshelves and storage and a
filing room set off the main room.

It is a detached four double bedroomed
house with a garage, carport, and ample off
street parking and is set in attractive and
private gardens.

There is also a dining room and cloakroom
on the ground floor.
On the first floor are four double bedrooms,
a family bathroom, and a separate shower
room with WC.

The kitchen approx. 4.7 x 5.7m (into utility
area) has a range style cooker and plenty of
work surfaces and storage.
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All Saints Parish Church, Edingthorpe

Population 922 at 2011 census

We have established a Village Christmas Choir,
and this is popular, with 15-20 members. Many
of this choir do not attend Sunday worship so
it is an excellent form of outreach.

The aim of All Saints PCC is to encourage full
participation from all the village irrespective
of whether church attendees. Inclusivity is our
focus and at the same time endeavouring to
meet the spiritual needs of our congregation.
With All Saints being the focal point of the
village, our aim is to draw the entire village
closer together and to restore and maintain
the historic fabric of All Saints, and its position
in our community.

We have previously organised a series of
community events, which were well attended
by church members and non-church
members alike. These have served to increase
the sense of community in Edingthorpe.

Church Attendance

To meet these aims, the PCC has encouraged
non-church members to play an active part
in our events and festivals. Services tend
to be traditional. We would like to consider
different forms of worship, appealing to
other members of the community as we
move forward. We have previously held
services such as a Pet Service and Blessing of
the Graves. These were very successful.

24 persons were on the Church Electoral
Roll in 2019. There are two services a month
consisting of a Morning Worship Service on
the second Sunday in the month and a Holy
Communion Service on the fourth Sunday.
In 2019 the average attendance at regular
services was approximately:
Holy Communion Services: 12
Morning Prayer Services: 10

The intentional encouragement of all
members of All Saints, Edingthorpe to
participate in the life of the church continues
to reward us with increased involvement,
stake holding, and volunteerism.

Attendance at special services:
Easter: 38
Harvest: 35
Remembrance: 15
Christmas Carol Service: 150
Christmas Morning: 15
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St Mary’s Church, Worstead

Our church - A huge, 14th Century Church at the heart of the village and
considered to be one of the most important wool churches in the county.
A building, much loved by all and sundry, with a magnificent organ, rood
screen and bells. It is a key venue for local concerts and events, particularly
the annual Worstead Festival.
Where are we now?
A Church ‘reborn’ after coming out of
interregnum three years ago. Actively involved
with the local community, seeking to grow our
regular congregation and maintain the fabric
of our Church. A place of welcome for all.

financial base and encourage more of the
community to join us at our services on a
regular basis.
For whom is our church?
Everyone. Locals, newcomers, visitors – all
ages. We take pride in being open, on a daily
basis, and welcoming visitors from all corners
of the globe.

The local community
Traditionally a farming community with
local residents including young families,
retirees, farmers, local business people and
Norwich commuters, along with year-round
holiday visitors seeking the rural idyll. We
have a flourishing and dynamic Voluntary
Aided Church of England Primary School
(See appendix), a pub and a railway station
providing speedy access to Norwich, Great
Yarmouth and the North Norfolk coast. Our
population is around 1,000.

How does the community see us?
A place and cause, for good. Whilst the
majority are not regular worshippers, they
do support us by turning out for events
and ‘special services’, e.g, Concerts, School
Services, Remembrance and Christmas.
Our future aims
To provide and maintain a thriving and
successful community asset, which is used
and supported by the wider community. A
place where people not only want to come
but enjoy doing so.

Where are we heading?
Looking to consolidate our progress to date,
from the last interregnum, secure a sound
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Data and Statistics
Our Strengths and Weaknesses - We have a dedicated PCC but need to
develop our teamwork and enlist the aid of others. This would enable us to
widen the scope of our activities and achieve our ambitions to provide a
community asset with a sound financial base. The church building itself is
a magnificent presence in the village and in pursuit of our goal to fulfil its
potential as a major community resource, we have lowered the panels and
doors around the pews. We also plan to install toilets and a kitchen to expand
our hospitality potential.
Congregation Demographic
In the main, local residents and some from
the surrounding area.

The PCC
There are presently six of us, including two
Churchwardens, a Secretary, Treasurer and
Electoral Roll Officer. We are a newly formed
group learning to support each other. We all
have individual strengths and share the same
ideals and ambitions.

Other Activities
Worstead Wednesdays – a regular, weekly
coffee morning which attracts a number of
people, including several regulars, and brings
in a much-needed income.

Our Organist
A dedicated supporter of St Mary’s, who
plays for all our services. She is an Accredited
member of the Royal College of Organists.

The Worstead Festival – a large, and
renowned, Village Fete which takes place in
the adjoining village hall, playing fields and,
of course, the church, over the two days of
the last weekend in July. They raise a great
deal of money and we have benefitted from
generous festival grants.

Weddings, Funerals and Baptisms
Last year (2019) we had four weddings, three
Baptisms and one Funeral.
Services and Attendance
We have two services a month, at 9.15am,
on the first and third Sundays each month.
One a family service, the other a Holy
Communion. ‘Special’ Services include
Easter, Worstead School, Harvest Festival,
Remembrance, Crib Service, Midnight Mass
and Christmas Day.

The school hold a well-attended service
every year. We also hold an annual Pet
Service, Crib Service, Flower Festival,
Christmas Tree Festival, and concerts given
by a local, well-regarded Village Choir.
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Our vision for the future
Next Five Years
A consolidation of our achievements over
the last three years, i.e. a flourishing and
growing church. The enlargement of our
PCC. Families and younger people attending
our services and activities. The church’s
use as a community venue enhanced by
accessible pews and the installation of a
kitchen and toilets.
Next 10 Years
Continued development of the five-year
plan with a strong church community and
PCC. Maintain the fabric of the church,
continue to meet financial targets and
attract younger, active members of our
congregation and PCC.
How Do We Get There?
By working together – Incumbent, Ministry
Team, School and PCC. We, as a PCC, to ‘take
ownership’ of the tasks confronting us, both
individually and collectively, working towards
our goal of engaging with the community.
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Appendix
Worstead (Voluntary Aided) Church of
England Primary School

and dignity. These concepts are simplified
for children to encompass five school values
which are planned for, promoted, recognised
and celebrated. These are:
• Respect
• Kindness
• Ambition
• Curiosity
• Resilience

Ages 4-11, Mixed Gender, Current Role – 111
with a healthy waiting list.
The Vicar will be required to become a
Foundation Governor.
The school has consistent OFSTED ratings of
“Good” across the board and SATS results are
all above local and national standards.

The Vice-Chair of Governors is currently
managing a Diocesan project entitled
“Inspired Classrooms,” best described by its
author as “an exciting and accessible way to
‘open up’ churches as creative classrooms
– spaces in which children can enjoy
cross-curricular learning inspired by their
fabulous surroundings.”
Please see www.inspiredclassrooms.org

The school’s motto is “Let all that you do
be done in love.” (1 Corinthians 16:14). The
school nurtures and educates the whole child,
preparing them for “life in all its fullness”,
underpinned by Christian values and the
key elements of wisdom, hope, community
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St Botolph’s Church, Westwick
Saint Botolph’s Church is situated in the grounds of Westwick Hall, accessed
from the small village of Westwick, 3.5 miles from North Walsham. It is a
Grade 1 Listed building, adopted by the Diocesan Churches Trust which
insures and has oversight of the building.
Occasional services can be held, and it is
aimed to hold at least six in a normal year,
including Easter, Christmas, and Harvest
Festivals; also, a Communion Service every
eight weeks or so. Wedding services can
also be held.
There is a small committee that meets with
the aim of the Church becoming more of
a focal point for the small community (29
households). The Church is the only public
space for residents to come together.
Fundraising events have been held, and
volunteers are responsible for maintaining
the churchyard.

19

During the Pandemic
Worship throughout the Benefice during the Covid-19 pandemic has
remained consistently active, led by the Ministry Team.
Morning Prayer has been livestreamed
throughout the pandemic, developing from
the Common Worship Morning Prayer to a
simpler Prayer during the Day format with
bespoke reflection which reflected the needs
both of our local community as well as those
who joined us from a distance.

Services went online from before the
first lockdown. Initially Sunday services
were livestreamed, then pre-recorded
and streamed through Facebook and
then YouTube. Pre-recorded sections,
filmed in churches (when allowed) and
ministry team homes, were put together
with contributions from those in all
our congregations and their families,
familiar photographs, and visuals from
all our churches, and music recorded by
St Nicholas’ organist with a cantor. This
enabled worship to continue in a way
which was responsive to the ever-changing
situation. When in-person worship was
allowed and deemed appropriate, services
continued to be livestreamed, mainly from
St Nicholas, enabled by WiFi throughout
the building. At main services, the choir was
able to sing in a safe way, and congregations
received Holy Communion in one kind.
Special services were held to mark All Souls,
Remembrance-tide, Christmas and Easter.

The existing strong bonds which epitomize
the life of the Church families enabled the
care of each other with telephone and
practical support. This included some church
members working with the town’s voluntary
organisations including the well-established
North Walsham Good Neighbour Scheme.

20

Conclusion

Working together to draw up this profile has been enjoyed by small groups
from each of the churches. Sharing the hopes of all the congregations,
we look to continue to support and work with each other and our new
Incumbent into the future.
We are looking forward to the next chapter in our Benefice as we seek to

‘Weave Faith, Hope and Love through our Communities’

Useful websites
www.northwalshamguide.co.uk
www.saint-nicholas.org.uk
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