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St Peter’s in brief 
We are a welcoming and diverse community open to change. The liturgical tradition is 

central, and adaptable, with occasional innovations in the usual pattern of worship. 
The church building has been recently renovated. There is good administrative 

support, and the finances are in good order. In this next phase of St Peter’s long 
history, we are seeking to grow in faith through the ministry of preaching and pastoring 
to all ages, reaching out to the community and developing strong links with existing 

organisations in Petersham and Ham. 

 
St Peter’s and Petersham 
St Peter’s is a much-loved parish church in the Anglican diocese of Southwark, rich in 

history and at the heart of Petersham, a riverside community on the outskirts of 
Richmond in south-west London. The parish is bordered by the river in the north-west 
and Richmond Park to the east, and has a population of approximately 2,000. It’s a 

very mixed community, with a blend of historic large houses, particularly surrounding 
Ham Common and down River Lane, workers’ cottages from the 18th century, and 

more modern estates of three- and four-bedroom homes. The church and churchyard 
are of considerable historical importance, visited by 2,000 tourists each year, and the 
area itself has been a respite from London for centuries. Charles Dickens stayed at 

the Dysart; George Vancouver, the eighteenth-century explorer, is buried in the 
churchyard, as is Christopher Brasher, founder of the London Marathon .  

Christians have worshipped on the site of St Peter’s since the seventh century AD, 
originally as a cell of the Benedictine abbey of St Peter in Chertsey. The village of 
Petersham is mentioned in the Domesday Survey of 1086, as is the church, which was 

rebuilt by the Normans. A portion of that Norman building can still be seen in the north 
wall of the chancel as a bricked-up window. This was rebuilt again in the early 

sixteenth century, with the addition of three bells and a musicians’ gallery above the 
west door. The present north and south transepts were added in the early eighteenth 
century, giving the church its rather curious cruciform shape with a short nave and 

very long arms to the cross. 
There are more than fifty memorials in the church to local worthies and residents, 

indicating its historic character and social positioning. Its most unusual feature, 
though, are the wooden box pews that were added in the Georgian period. This 
presents challenges for worship because sightlines are difficult for young children and 

the elderly. But they ensure the church is always warm and cosy, even on the coldest 
days of winter, and bestow on St Peter’s a very special character, sought after for 

those who want an intimate wedding, baptism or funeral. 
The unusual layout has encouraged us to be inventive in the liturgy and we have a 

portable stage which has enabled us to include drama in all-age services and a ‘living’ 

crib at the 3pm carol service on Christmas Eve designed for younger children. The 
north and west galleries provide extra seating (the church can seat a congregation of 

approximately 300) and a useful bird’s-eye view of services. The wooden interior 
provides a very good acoustic for choral and chamber music. In 2009 a new organ 
(from St Martin of Switzerland) was installed, which has encouraged the development 

of high-quality music in the services. Special concerts an choral evensongs, especially 
at Easter and Christmas, attract audiences from well beyond the parish. 

The addition of the new Parish Room, dedicated by the Bishop of Kingston in 
November 2018, has unleashed new potential for the development of activities for 
young people and the wider community. It was funded largely by the sale of the former 

Village Hall, built in 1908 to serve All Saints Church, Petersham, which had been built 
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at the same time. Much larger than St Peter’s, All Saints became for many years the 
leading church in the village, with a lively Sunday school and several services on 

Sundays, but by 1986 numbers had fallen and St Peter’s became the more active 
congregation. All Saints was sold and it is now a private home. The current vicarage 

in Bute Avenue was built by the diocese for St Peter’s on land that once belonged to 
All Saints. 
 

The Vicarage, Bute Avenue, Petersham 
The Vicarage is a short walk from St Peter’s Church in a quiet residential no-through 

road within the Parish of Petersham.  It is an attractive, single story house, purpose 
built  for the vicar of St Peter’s and for this reason it has two distinct areas, public 
and private, which are separated by a lockable internal door.  

   The double height Octagon entrance hall was specifically designed for meetings 
and prayer groups. The Paris Office is in the room adjacent to the Octagon Room 

and there is a cloakroom/WC for visitors. 
   The private residence offers 4 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms (1 is en -suite), kitchen with 
a separate dining room, a large sitting room, utility room, and garage.  

Outside, The Vicarage is approached by a private drive with parking.  There is a 
private garden at the back and a large lawned garden with mature trees at the 

front.  It is important to note, that the lawn is maintained through contractors by the 
Parish, who also maintain the Churchyard, and the trees are looked after by 
contractors appointed by The Diocese. 

   There is gas central heating and good WiFi.  The Vicarage (which is neutrally 
decorated) and its grounds have been well maintained by the current occupants and 

The Diocese. 
 
Petersham and Ham 

Until the mid-twentieth century, the absence of a railway station and poor transport 
links (there is only one traffic route through the village, Petersham Road, which links 

Richmond and Kingston) discouraged extensive house building. The area remained 
relatively undeveloped with large areas of common land that are still allowed to 
retain their natural character with ancient paths and woodland. This isolation has 

strengthened Petersham’s identity and its closeness to neighbouring Ham. Two 
useful and reliable bus routes (the 65 and 371) link Petersham and Ham with 

Richmond (and Ealing) and Kingston. 
   Petersham is within the borough of Richmond-upon-Thames, one of the wealthiest 
in Greater London, but there are pockets of social deprivation, especially in Ham, 

and the community is much more diverse than might be expected. The congregation 
at St Peter’s in part reflects this, drawing in people from the multi-million-pound 

Georgian houses along the Petersham Road to the former council-house Meadlands 
estate in Petersham and the large Wates estate built in Ham after the war. 
Petersham also has a significant German community, attracted by the German 

School, which was opened in the 1970s in Douglas House, a large mansion on the 
edge of Petersham Meadows. 

 

Church partnerships in Petersham and Ham 

Since 2011, St Peter’s has been  in partnership with St Richard’s, Ham as the Ham 
Riverside and Petersham Group Ministry. Both churches are equal partners and 

have their own vicar and PCC. Twice a year there are joint services and once a year 
a joint meeting of the two PCCs. In 2019 St Andrew’s, Ham began participating in 



 4 

the joint services. All three churches have shared joint events for young people in 
recent years. 

The eight churches currently active in Petersham and neighbouring Ham serve a 
combined population of 4,500 households and about 10,000 residents. These 

churches – St Peter’s, St Andrew’s and St Richard’s (all Church of England), St 
Thomas Aquinas (Roman Catholic), the German Catholic Church, the German 
Lutheran Church, Kingsgate Church and Ham Christian Centre – co-operate 

informally through an ecumenical partnership, Churches Together. Lent courses, 
quiet days, services for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity and the World Day of 

Prayer are organised jointly. In November 2018, to mark the centenary of the end of 
the First World War, the partnership organised a concert for peace and reconciliation 
at the German School. 

 
Local schools 
In the parish there is a popular local primary school, the Russell School (named after 
the philosopher Bertrand Russell, who spent his childhood in the parish at Pembroke 

Lodge), and also Strathmore School, which caters for children and young people 
aged four to nineteen with complex learning difficulties; both have strong links with St 
Peter’s. Pupils from Strathmore School currently help to run a Thursday-morning 

café in the Parish Room. In Ham Grey Court is a popular local secondary school. 
In the neighbouring parish of St Richard’s, Ham, there is a thriving Church of 

England primary school which is linked to St Peter’s. The current incumbent of St 
Peter’s is a governor at St Richard’s school and also at the Russell School. The Sea 
Scout troop, which meets at their hut in Petersham Meadows, parades at St Peter’s 

on Vancouver Day and Remembrance Sunday. Also in the parish are the Polo Club, 
Petersham Nurseries, the Dysart and Richmond Golf Club. 

On alternate years many of the gardens in Petersham and Ham are opened for 

Petersham Open Gardens and Ham Open Gardens, raising money for local 
charities. There is a monthly food market at Ham Parade (the shops at Ham 

crossroads) organised by local volunteers. 

 
St Peter’s vision to 2021 

St Peter’s will continue to be an inclusive church providing worship focused on the 
Parish Communion in the central tradition of the Church of England. The 

congregation will grow beyond the current monthly regular attendance of 148 people 
of all ages and will include more people in the 20–40 age-group. The teaching 

ministry will be extended for both young people and adults. More lay people will be 
involved in the pastoral work of St Peter’s in the community. 

 

Our mission priorities 
• To expand our ministry to young people in the 10–14 age-group, as well as 
maintaining the two younger Sunday Clubs. Part of this work could involve holding a 

service on a series of Sundays which would cater specifically for younger people and 
include styles of worship and music chosen by them. 
• To increase the number of lay people who visit and care for others in the 

community, such as taking Holy Communion to the sick, preparing parents for the 
baptism of their child, providing bereavement support. 

• To use the Parish Room to create new ways of drawing people to the message of 
the Gospel, sometimes in partnership with other local organisations. This priority will 



 5 

include a Café Church as a ‘Fresh Expression’ on Thursdays. The Thursday café will 
be run in partnership with the students of the FE Unit at Strathmore Special School 

in Petersham. 
• To increase charitable giving to the Lilomi Charity in Bo, Sierra Leone, at the 

Jonathan’s Childcare School and Orphanage; to the Bishop of Southwark’s Lent 
Call; to Richmond Young Carers’; and to the Diocese of Southwark Parish Support 
Fund. 

 
St Peter’s in 2019: views from the congregation 
‘Everyone is invited to have active roles in the church.’  
‘St Peter’s appeals to many people who live outside the parish.’  

‘The ministry at St Peter’s is appropriate to all ages.’ 
‘There’s a real sense of inclusion.’ 
‘It’s a broad, middle-of-the-road ministry.’ 

‘It has the right balance of being welcoming but not overwhelming.’  
‘The singing is fantastic… possibly because everyone feels at home enough to let it 

out.’ 
 
This is a selection of the comments from a parish consultation that was conducted 

earlier in 2019 asking those who attend regularly what they considered to be the 
strengths of St Peter’s. Those who came to the consultation meetings were also 

asked what could be improved at St Peter’s and what the priorities for the future 
should be. These included: 
• ‘To develop links into the community.’ 

• ‘To encourage those who attend at Christmas [when the church is full twice over on 
Christmas Eve] to come to Sunday services during the year.’ 
• ‘To use the Parish Room during the week and not just on Sundays.’  

• ‘To grow the spiritual life of the congregation.’ 
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Who we are 
St Peter’s has a loyal base of between forty and fifty regular adult attendees with a 

large number of young families so that on some Sundays there are twenty or more 
children present. At special services such as Harvest and Mothering Sunday there 
can be seventy adults with thirty children. Current figures indicate that we have a 

membership of 111 adults and 37 children who attend at least once a month. A 
further 40 adults and 19 children attend occasionally. Eleven adults are housebound 

and are visited monthly. As can be seen from the Christmas figures, St Peter’s is 
regarded as ‘our church ’ by many who live beyond the geographical boundaries of 
the parish. 

 
Attendance at major services in 2019 

 
 Adults  Children 

Easter Day    103        25 

St Peter’s Day      57        25 

Harvest Festival     60        19 

All Souls’      70          6 

Remembrance Sunday    120        25 

Christmas Eve: 
Crib Service 3pm 

  102      100 
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Christmas Eve: 
Carol Service 5pm  

  210      120 

Christmas Eve: Midnight     47  

Christmas Day 9.30am    56       10 

 

Two-thirds of our regular members come from outside the parish, many of whom 
were married in St Peter’s, or whose children were baptised in the church, or who 
have become connected through the death of a family member. The current 

incumbent, Canon Tim Marwood, has used the occasional offices as an opportunity 
to draw people into membership. 

For many new members this is their first experience of church membership. We 
are a very diverse congregation, socially, economically and culturally, with members 
from very different religious traditions, Anglican, Orthodox, Catholic, Baptist, 

Methodist, Lutheran and Free Church. Recent additions to the congregation are from 
Iran, China and Germany. Many new members have joined as a whole family but a 

steady stream of single adults have also become active participants. 

 
What we do: teaching, fellowship, eucharist, prayer 
Worship at St Peter’s centres on the 9.30am Parish Communion service on Sundays 
using a variety of texts from Common Worship. The first Sunday is a shorter service 

aimed at all ages; second and fourth/fifth Sundays use Common Worship Order 
One; the third Sunday uses Common Worship Order Two traditional language. There 

is also an 8am Holy Communion (using the Book of Common Prayer) on the first 
Sunday of the month. The special services for Advent, Christmas, Mothering 
Sunday, Easter, Vancouver Day, the Patronal Festival, Harvest, All Souls attract 

large congregations.  
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There is a youth group (10–14) led by two paid youth workers and a Sunday Club 

with groups for 6–10-year-olds and toddlers. These provide teaching and activities 
for children during the 9.30am service on every Sunday during term-time except the 
first Sunday in the month. The youth leaders have been particularly active in bringing 

new ideas to the all-age service on the first Sunday in the month, which is the 
service in which most liturgical experiment takes place. Young people read the 

Gospel and lead the intercessions at this service. 
The worship-style could be described as middle-of-the-road Anglican, with 

vestments but no bells or incense. Holy Communion is the chief act of worship with 

lay members reading the Epistle and Gospel. The intercessions are led by lay 
members twice a month. Responsorial Psalms, too, are an important part of the 

service, usually sung by the choir with a congregational response. There are regular 
performances of special music during the distribution of communion from musical 
members of the congregation. Taizé chants have been incorporated in the 

intercessions. The organ voluntary at the end of the service provides an opportunity 
for calm reflection. The current director of music is an excellent musician and enjoys 

good working relationships with clergy and laity alike; he has done much to develop 
the musical aspects of worship and organises a number of concerts during the year 
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to raise money for local charities. There are three other organists who provide cover 
on a regular basis and a group of singers, the Petersham Consort, who assist at 

special services. 
Coffee afterwards has always been an important part of Sunday-morning worship, 

now greatly enhanced by the completion of the Parish Room, which provides space 
for café-style conversations.  

A team of volunteers ensures that the church is kept open on Sunday afternoons 

during the spring and summer. Visitors are keen to learn the history of the church but 
are also encouraged to come along on Sundays to experience worship. Several 

current members started to come regularly after such a serendipitous visit, 
encouraged by the warm yet relaxed welcome. 

The churchyard secretary answers queries about the graves (which date back to 

the seventeenth century), keeps the churchyard records and ensures its upkeep. 
Burials take place occasionally in existing graves; the burial of cremated remains is a 

regular occurrence.  
There is an annual Harvest Supper for families (in recent years held at the Russell 

School), which has included a barn dance with a live band. There have been a 

number of Parish Suppers in recent years, each with a different theme, whether it be 
giving or witness or the future of St Peter’s. 

In 2014 St Peter’s hosted an ecumenical week of accompanied prayer, followed 
by a quiet day held at St Thomas Aquinas. In 2019 a dozen members of the 
congregation attended an icon-writing course led by Father Regan O’Callaghan, 

each attendee completing their own icon. Further courses are envisaged. 
In recent years most parish events have been events for all ages, and the best 

day to hold these events has become a Sunday because the majority of the adult 
members work long hours during the week.  

 
New mission ventures 
The new Parish Room is providing opportunities for mission and outreach. A part-

time mission pastoral assistant has been employed for 12 months to support  the 
objectives in the current mission action plan. One such mission activity is  Café 
Vanilla which is held on Thursday mornings run by Strathmore School in the Parish 

Room from 10.30am to 11.30am, followed by an informal said Holy Communion at 
11.30am. It is hoped this will attract a wide variety of local residents who are at home 

during the day. 
 

 
Adult formation and vocation 
Adult enquirers are a feature of St Peter’s, sometimes a flood (six in one month in 

2018), sometimes a trickle of ones and twos. Sometimes these are adults returning 
to a childhood faith; more often they are adults who have never heard the Gospel 

before. Adult confirmation candidates are prepared individually by the assistant 
priest; young people are prepared in groups by the incumbent. It is anticipated that a 
total of six adults and young people will be confirmed in 2020. 

Groups for adults have been difficult to organise due to the busy working lives that 
people lead but we held a successful icon-writing course on Saturday mornings in 

2019. Lent courses are shared with St Andrew’s and in 2020 a Lent series of 
discussions and lunches will be organised after the Café and Holy Communion on 
Thursday mornings. 
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A member of the congregation has recently been accepted for training as a 
Licensed Lay Pioneer and she and another member of the congregation are 

attending the Southwark Diocese Mission-shaped Ministry course as part of her 
training. A further member is studying for the Bishop’s Certificate in Discipleship. 

 

Charitable giving 
Standing orders and weekly Sunday collections cover the running costs of St Peter’s. 

The church also pays for a part-time cleaner, a part-time parish financial 
administrator officer (four hours per week) and a part-time parish administrative 

officer (eight hours per week), two youth workers (three hours per week each) and a 
mission pastoral assistant (fifteen hours per week for a year). 

St Peter’s maintains a generous  contribution to the diocesan Parish Support 

Fund and supports  the Bishop’s Lent Call. Special collections are focused on the 
Lilomi Charity in Bo, Sierra Leone, funding books and equipment for the Jonathan’s 

Childcare School and Orphanage. St Peter’s also supports Richmond Young Carers. 
 

How we are managed 
Many people commented in the 2019 consultation that St Peter’s was ‘well run’ with 
active, involved churchwardens, deputy churchwardens, treasurer and a stewardship 

assistant who manages the weekly collections, plus a large team of volunteers as 
sidespeople, chalice assistants, sacristans, readers and prayer-leaders, flower-

arrangers, coffee-organisers and Sunday Club leaders. There is a church guide team 
co-ordinator who organises the Sunday-afternoon openings and answers queries 
regarding the history of St Peter’s. Mention was made of the hard work of the current 

incumbent with the acknowledgement that the congregation needs to take more 
responsibility for the detail of parish events, an issue which is being addressed in 
2020. 

The current incumbent is a house-for-duty priest and works five days a week. A 
retired priest, the Revd Frances Forward, assists with pastoral care, funerals, 

confirmation lessons, preaching and Sunday services; the Revd Norma Osborne 
also takes part in Sunday services but will relinquish her PTO this year . The parish 
administrative officer and parish financial administrator work together well in their 

management of clerical, building and financial matters. The two youth workers have 
made a real impact through their leadership of the youth group for teenagers. 

The standing committee (vicar, churchwardens, treasurer, a PCC member and a 
congregational member) meets regularly to manage the finances and building works 
and to lead on mission. The Parochial Church Council meets five times a year and 

makes decisions on recommendations provided by the Standing Committee. The 
annual parochial church meeting is held in mid-March. 

 

Facts, figures, finance and buildings 
 

Occasional offices Baptism  Weddings Funerals 

2017    10       7     14 

2018    14      9      10 

2019    18      8        8 

 
These occasions were seen as opportunities for mission, often drawing in families to 

regular attendance on Sundays. Attendance can be more than 200 at some 
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weddings and funerals. Memorial services have become more frequent in recent 
years. An Admission to Communion (the fourth such service) was held on 

Candlemas in 2020 when seven young members of the congregation (primary-
school age) were admitted by the Bishop of Kingston. 

The finances of St Peter’s are in a sound state. The annual budget is balanced. 
The expenditure of £132,000 includes a £62,000 contribution to the diocesan Parish 
Support Fund (£39,000 to cover the diocesan costs of supporting St Peter’s and a 

charitable donation of £23,000 towards the support costs of other parishes in the 
diocese). Investments totalling £2.5 million are invested with CCLA in the CBF fund 

approved by the diocese. 
Investment income is the main funding source; but the churchwardens have been 

very successful in encouraging giving by the congregation. There are no fundraising 

events and the incumbent is not expected to fundraise. The part-time mission 
pastoral assistant is supporting the priorities of the current Mission Action Plan. A 

salaried professionally qualified part-time parish financial assistant maintains the 
accounts; the treasurer acts as an internal auditor and there is an experienced 
external examiner of the annual accounts.  

A major programme of refurbishment of the church buildings concluded at Easter 
2020 with the building in good order inside and ou t. The church building was 

completely redecorated in 2018 and all the monuments restored, including the two 
seventeenth-century memorials in the chancel. The roof was replaced in  2020. Part 
of the  vicarage was decorated in 2018 and the living quarters will be completely 

redecorated for the new incumbent. There is an established regime for maintenance 
for both the church and the Parish Room extension (added in 2018). 

 

Responding to the Covid 19 pandemic 
Since March 2020, recorded Services with music have been posted on YouTube 

every week and the links sent to the congregation via email.  This has been made 
possible by the Director of Music and has increased the “reach” of St Peter’s. A 

Pastoral Network was created, co-ordinated by a former churchwarden and this 
network is continuing. Also during lockdown Sunday activities for young people were 
provided on Zoom and a Prayer Group started, meeting weekly using Zoom. 

 
In 2021, Sunday Services resumed as early as possible and the Sunday Club and 

Youth Group have been held in the Parish Room and by Zoom.  

 
What we would like for the future  
The 2019 consultation highlighted our priorities: 
• Strong, mature leadership with good preaching 

• Enriching worship with prayerfulness 
• Continued development of our work with young people 

• The use of the Parish Room as a community resource 
• Midweek services providing more reflective styles of worship 
• Encouragement of the strong musical tradition  
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Person specification 

1. Be confident to find their own way of being the parish priest of St Peter’s 

2. Work with us to implement our Mission Action Plan and develop new direction  

3. Strong and sensitive leadership skills that will inspire and challenge us to live 

out our faith in daily life and embrace change 

4. Able to provide “middle of the road” ministry and offer a variety of services 

5. A good manager able to delegate and collaborate with others 

6. Relish the task of strengthening links with the wider community including 

occasional church users  

7. Help us to attract and retain new families, relating well to children and young 

people 

8. Strong pastoral skills and able to engage with people of all ages and 

backgrounds 

9. Appreciates the important part music plays in worship 

10. Maintain our tradition that “all are welcome” 

 
 

 
 


