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Our vision 

Reaching out together with the 
Good News of the Gospel to bring 
hope and joy to our villages. 
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From the Bishop of Selby 
 

 
Thank-you for your interest in this post of Rector of the Bylands Churches. This is a strategic rural 
role serving these Parishes in partnership with the Deanery and the Diocese as we refresh our 
Diocesan Vision: Living Christ’s Story.  
 
The Diocese is going through a time of change with a new Archbishop and as we explore this 
refreshed vision expressed in four strategic goals:  

x Becoming more like Christ as we live his story today. 
x Reaching people we currently don’t through our Multiply and Mustard Seed projects. 
x Growing churches of missionary disciples who are younger and more diverse. 
x Transforming our finances and structures so that we can support a presence in all 

neighbourhoods and networks of the Diocese. 
 
The challenge is to embed this vision and its strategic goals in the lives of the parishes as well as 
to discern fresh opportunities for mission in these deeply rural settings. 
 
What makes this an exciting role are the parishioners who desire to learn more of their faith and 
put this into action, to work fruitfully together across the Benefice, to reach out to their 
communities through the occasional offices, social outreach and engagement with local schools, 
young people and adults and to share the faith in ways that enable villagers to sense the 
relevance of the Christian message to their lives.  
 
The details of the appointment are in the Profile below. May the Spirit guide you as prayerfully 
you consider whether to apply for this role. 
 
 
+John Selby 
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From the Revd Steve Whiting, Area Dean of Easingwold 
 
The Byland Group of Churches is part of Easingwold Deanery. We are one of the smaller 
Deaneries within the Diocese of York, with 6 Benefices and 24 churches. We are looking forward 
to welcoming a new colleague into the Deanery. 
In recent years we have, as a Deanery undertaken to be a local network of churches; inspiring, 
influencing and leading mission and ministry, this has been our Deanery mission statement. 
While working towards that, we are committed to improving communication and growing in 
mutual support for all the churches within the Deanery. We recognise that the needs and gifts of 
our churches vary considerably, with smaller churches relying to a greater degree for support 
from other churches in the Deanery. We value the contribution that every church makes to our 
Deanery and strive to help those that are struggling.  
In order to put our existing collaborative working on an official footing, and to show our 
commitment to closer working together across the Deanery, the clergy are cross-licensed to 
each other to allow easier working across parish boundaries and to enable long-term projects to 
flourish without relying on the goodwill of future colleagues.  
Should you be the priest that God is calling to serve alongside us then you will be joining us at 
an exciting time in the life of not just our Deanery but the diocese as we have begun a diocesan 
consultation under the leadership of Archbishop Stephen, entitled Living Christ’s Story. We hope 
to refresh the vision for the Diocese of York through living Jesus shaped lives. 
Would you like to be part of our Deanery? Would you like to be part of a supportive and 
collaborative chapter? Would you like to help us not only tell, but live Christ’s story? We look 
forward to you joining us as we endeavour to serve our local communities and lead in mission.  
 
 

From Margaret Price, Lay Dean of Easingwold Deanery. 

 
As Lay Dean (Lay Chair) of Easingwold Deanery I am inspired and encouraged by 
the strength and depth of laity involvement amongst the Byland communities. They 
are an example to the rest of the Deanery of how lay people, when taught and 
encouraged by the incumbent, can be empowered to be very active in God’s mission 
in their communities. The growth of the family service in Crayke before the 
pandemic and the continuation of the lay-led monthly service on the Benefice 
website are excellent examples. 
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Introduction to our Benefice 

 

Welcome to the Byland Churches. 

We are the Church, the body of Christ, 
who meet together in Brandsby-cum-
Stearsby, Carlton Husthwaite, Coxwold, 
Crayke, Husthwaite, Oulston, Wass and 
Yearsley.  

Across our villages, members of our 
congregations, and those who support 
us, give generously of their skills and 
talents and we treasure these gifts which 
enable God’s work in our communities. 

Who are we? 

We are a group of villages lying north of Easingwold 
within the Howardian Hills, an Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty, on the edge of the North York Moors 
National Park. 

Although primarily a working agricultural community, 
our villages include a wide social mix of residents 
including commuters, farmworkers, retirees and 
families with children. The population of the Benefice 
is in the order of 1800 adults and 240 children. 

Our village communities are very lively and 
offer a wide range of activities including 
sports clubs, cultural events, village markets 
and fund- raising events. 
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Our Team 

Parochial church councils 

- Brandsby PCC & Yearsley DCC 
- Coxwold PCC & Wass DCC 
- Crayke PCC 
- Husthwaite PCC  
   & Carlton Husthwaite DCC 

Church Wardens  
We have eight wardens who manage 
our parish churches and support the 
Rector in running the Benefice. 

Benefice Administrator 

Carol Colbourne works 28 hours per 
month. Our previous incumbent found 
the most useful arrangement was for 
Carol to work 2-4 hours each week at 
the Rectory, the remaining hours being worked at home.  
The photocopier was kept at the Rectory for ease of access by the Rector. 

Parish Representatives group 

Two people from each PCC and DCC, usually the wardens and another PCC member, come 
together to co-ordinate worship planning and manage Benefice business and events. This group 
meets about four times a year. This significantly reduces duplication for the Rector at PCC and 
DCC meetings. 

Lay-led worship group 

During lockdown this group has produced a monthly online service. There is a core of seven 
people, but many more contribute to the services. These services have been based on the 
Husthwaite “Worship for All” service or the Crayke “Family Service” and are still available to 
watch on the website. 

Leading your church into growth (LYCIG) group  

This lay group, which resulted from attending the conference in 2016, has worked with the 
Rector on initiatives to encourage growth. It meets about 6 times a year. It aims to strive for 
excellence in worship with particular emphasis on music and to grow our knowledge of God 
together. This has encouraged a greater involvement of the laity in planning and executing our 
worship and the running of several discipleship courses which in turn have led to confirmations 
and the development of a men’s group.

Rector -  

Assistant Curate - Revd. Dr. Stephen Pope 

Reader in training - Liz Crawshaw 

Youth, Children and Families worker - Lucy Willshaw 

Benefice administrator - Carol Colbourne 

RPAs – Ann Chappell, Anne Jackson, John Butler, Liz Crawshaw. 

Retired priest - Ven. Hugh Buckingham 

Laity- Many members of our congregations 
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Some reasons why you may wish to come and live and work with us 

• Here it still means something to be “the Vicar” and you will find people are open and 
welcoming.                     

• We want to support you in upholding your ordination commitments. 

• The York Diocese is very supportive of its clergy, especially in training, administration and 
maintenance of the Rectory. 

• We are committed to the Church of England Covenant for the Care and Well-being of 
Clergy. 

• We pay your full expenses! 

• You would be welcomed into an established and effective team comprising a part-time,  
self-supporting assistant curate, retired Clergy, a trainee Reader, a very committed group 
of churchwardens, PCC members, and an enthusiastic group of experienced Laity to help 
with worship. 

• The Byland Benefice benefits from an excellent, experienced administrator who will be a 
great support to you and will help to free you in your ministry. 

• We have the support of Lucy Willshaw, our youth worker (shared across four ministry 
teams and also a Reader) for whom we have funding for 4 years. 

• We have 7 churches which are maintained by volunteers so this is not a burden for our 
priest. However, it is apparent that moving forwards, some may not be viable. We 
recognise that some consolidation is needed and are currently working with the Diocese to 
give consideration to the number of PCCs and DCCs that we can support. 

• There is an openness to different forms of ministry which provides ample opportunity to 
experiment with new liturgy. 

• We are looking for someone who encourages and supports lay ministry. 

• There is a great willingness amongst people to learn and share in study groups, 
discipleship courses and a men’s group. 

• We are a prayerful people. 

• It’s a beautiful place to live; the view from 
Crayke Rectory is reputedly the best in the York 
diocese and you may struggle to pull yourself 
away from it! 

• The Rectory is in the catchment area of a first-
rate primary school and a popular secondary 
school. The village, and many other of our 
villages have excellent fibre optic broadband. 

• The Covid crisis has demonstrated how ready and able people in the Benefice have been to 
doing things differently especially in keeping churches open, producing online services and 
maintaining community support. 

• This is not a stagnating Benefice; we want to grow in faith and are committed to outreach, 
and to a close integration with and support for our communities. 

• We do have a lot of fun and enjoy living out our Christian faith together. Please come and 
join us! 
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Worship 
Services 

Before the pandemic, our basic Sunday service pattern 
was: Two Holy Communion services each week; a Morning 
Service three times per month and Evensong once per 
month (both clergy or lay-led); a Family Service and a 
Worship for All service each month (both lay-led).  
On 5th Sundays, and on each Sunday in August, a Benefice 
Holy Communion, rotating around the churches. 

There are a relatively large number of occasions where a 
priest is essential in addition to the services of Holy 
Communion, with the Benefice having a sacramental 
emphasis: 

Weddings 11 p.a.  (4yr average) 

Baptisms   15 p.a. (4yr average) 

Funerals   17 p.a. (4yr average) 

In 2019 we adopted a Benefice service book which is 
used in all the churches for Holy Communion. There is 
also a draft booklet of Morning Prayer and other 
services which can be lay-led. 

Not all worship takes place within the churches, for example, at Harvest a popular “Beer and 
Hymns’ evening is held in one of the village pubs. 

The churches value the importance of fellowship over coffee after our services, and many of the 
churches have catering facilities. 

Joint worship and Music 

Prior to lockdown restrictions each 5th Sunday, each Sunday in 
August, and for some special services, the whole Benefice would 
meet for joint worship in one of our churches, the location rotating 
around the churches. The services are followed by lunch or 
refreshments. 

A singing group was developed for these services as an opportunity 
to include those on the fringes of our congregations. 

Whilst live organ and keyboard playing is 
available in some of our churches, we do also 
rely on music from CDs or in digital format. In 
lockdown one of our organists has provided 
recordings for online services. 

Annual Byland Abbey outdoor service 

In September we hold a Benefice Eucharist in 
the nave of Byland Abbey, a most wonderful 
setting for our worship.
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Communication 

Being rural parishes, we recognise the need for effective communication across our communities 
and congregations. 

Our website is used as a platform for online services and we have been able to produce a 
weekly on-line service during the Covid crisis.  

We also have a Benefice magazine “The Village Link” which 
contains a timetable for the services in all the churches with 
Bible readings for each week, news and event listings for each 
parish. It is prefaced by a note from the Rector and circulated 
widely within all the villages, and is therefore important to 
outreach. Our goal is to increase our advertising revenue to 
enable us to make it freely available to every household in the 
Benefice. 

In addition, we produce a weekly news sheet which is circulated 
online and at each service. 

The Facebook page for Crayke Church has developed 
considerably during lockdown, and proves to be a useful tool 
for communication. There is the potential for this to become a 
Benefice Facebook page if so desired 

 

Practical support to our communities 

Two ecclesiastical parishes within the 
Benefice benefit from trust income which 
enables them to provide financial help and 
support to residents as needed. 

We have produced a church Welcome Pack 
which we give to anyone who moves into 
one of our villages, which includes contact 
names, times of services, general information 
about our Benefice  and specific details about 
each village. 
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Learning 

Home groups and prayer groups 

Crayke, Brandsby, Husthwaite and 
Oulston have informal lay-led groups 
for Bible study, discussion and prayer. 

Men’s group 

This lay-led group meets periodically 
for discussion on a wide range of 
issues. 

The group has a Christian ethos and 
was initiated by the Benefice but has a 
wider membership from other faiths or 
none; it meets in one of the pubs.  

Study groups 

The parishes combine for Lent studies and we would hope to extend this to other times of the 
year. 

Annual away day 

A day trip to a retreat house or different venue for some study, worship and enjoyment. Our trip 
last year to Filey with the promise of a fish and chip lunch was prevented by Covid! 

 

 

 

Church of England Primary schools 

 

Our two Church of England primary schools in Crayke 
and Husthwaite attract families to the area. Our links 
with both schools are strong and are key to our mission 
and ministry. 

The Rector and Foundation Governors have a close 
involvement in and development of both schools, 
including encouraging church/school links. The Rector 
may be appointed to the board of Governors of each 
school. 

 

More information about each of our schools is given on 
the following pages by the Headteachers.



11 

 

From Judi Jackson, Headteacher of Crayke school: 

Our school is successful, popular and held in high 
regard by the local community.  We currently have 99 
pupils on roll with a full time Headteacher, five 
Teachers and six Teaching Assistants, giving our pupils 
a high level of quality support.  Our catchment area 
includes Crayke, Brandsby and Yearsley, although we 
also welcome increasing numbers of pupils from the 
local vicinity including Easingwold, Stillington, Huby 
and Alne.  We are fortunate in having an extremely 
supportive Governing Body, who bring a wealth of 
experience from a variety of backgrounds. 

We strive to instil in our children a mindset that we all 
must try our best in everything we do.  

Our core values of friendship, forgiveness, respect and 
determination are fundamental to our approach. This is reflected 
in our Collective Worship (both whole school and class based) as 
well as in our lessons and general discussions and interactions 
with children throughout the school day. 

Our Christian ethos is underpinned by strong links with the 
community and St Cuthbert’s Church. As a whole school, we very 
much enjoy the opportunity to visit the church; usually at 
Christmas, Easter, Harvest and for a Christingle at Candlemas, as 
well as for our annual Leaver’s Service.  

Members of the Benefice congregations have also helped to produce several “Experience Days” 
in church, including at Easter and Harvest, which have benefited not only the children but all 
who took part. 

In normal times a talented team of all ages from across the Benefice regularly visits school to 
lead “Open the Book” which is extremely popular. 

When lockdown hit we were fortunate that the Church still came to us. For example, weekly 
worship, now with Lucy Willshaw, is shared via video link; a representative from the “Open the 
Book” team records the stories for us to watch and we also have virtual tours of the church 
linked to RE lessons.   

The pupils contribute to “The Village Link” Benefice magazine 
and provide displays of their work to decorate the church 
noticeboard. We always welcome support from the local 
community and are grateful that this has continued despite the 
lockdown restrictions. This has enabled the children, whether at 
school or at home, to participate in daily acts of Collective 
Worship and maintain a connection even when we are apart; 
though of course we very much look forward to welcoming 
everyone back into school as soon as we are able. 
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From Fiona Bennett, Headteacher of Husthwaite school: 

The school, which also has a nursery is a part 
of the Husthwaite and Sessay CE Primary 
Federation. It serves Husthwaite, Carlton 
Husthwaite, Coxwold, Wass, Oldstead and 
Oulston, but also has children from Easingwold 
and the surrounding villages. There are 
currently 71 pupils supported by 3 full time 
teachers and 6 teaching assistants. 

A weekly collective worship is routinely taken 
by the incumbent or the “Open the Book” team 
with a particular focus on church festivals and 
on our termly collective worship theme, for 
example “Compassion”, and includes bible 
stories, raises moral issues and involves prayers 
and hymn singing.  

Lucy Willshaw our Church Youth and Children’s worker also contributes to collective worships. 
As a Foundation Governor the incumbent also visits to support specific learning in class (RE), 
school productions, community events and serves on the School Improvement Committee. 

The whole church community is invited to our church services throughout the year including 
Harvest, Christmas, Easter and Year 6 leavers. These services are usually held at St Nicholas 
and the Clergy, lay preachers and local community often are involved in readings, blessings and 
prayers. 

Classes frequently visit the church to support their broad, balanced and active curriculum, for 
example a re-enactment of a baptism and exploring the churchyard looking for family links 
among the memorial stones.  

The school contributes to an attractive and liturgically relevant display in the entrance porch. 
“Experience Easter” was a much-loved event held for all the children at Husthwaite at St 
Nicholas, with a number of adults (mostly PCC members), led by the incumbent, dressed up as 
early Christians who guided the children in groups from one visual representation of the story to 
another. Other church members served refreshments including hot cross buns. It was a great 
success. 

The school writes a monthly review for The Village Link benefice magazine. 
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The things that are important to us that we do well: 

We have made great strides in working together since the Byland Benefice was established over 
a decade ago. Parish representatives from each of our churches meet to plan services and offer 
strategic guidance. 

Our individual parishes support each other both practically and financially. 

The LYCIG group has assisted the Rector with the planning of services, worship and outreach, 
and in running the Start Course for new enquirers, as a result of which several people have 
come to confirmation, and are still exploring their faith. 

A significant feature of the Byland post, and a vital way of reaching out to our communities, is 
the wedding and funeral ministry. The previous Rector told us that she found it incredibly 
rewarding to be with people and their families as they plan for their future and cope with death. 

We act as a collection point for the Food Bank in Easingwold, and have services and fundraising 
events from which we make donations of money, food, clothing and Christmas gifts to charities 
which support the homeless and disadvantaged.  

Our home groups, men’s group and study groups offer a chance to learn together and also to 
share our faith stories, concerns and experiences in a safe environment and this is something 
we would like to offer to more people. This is also feeding into our fellowship after the services. 

Our monthly Family Service at Crayke has the largest attendance of any regular service in the 
Benefice, and draws families in from other villages in the Benefice. 

We have a very good range of services from Evensong, Morning Prayer, quiet contemplative 
worship, Holy Communion and informal Worship for All, to Family Services ending with 
enthusiastic percussion! 

 

 

The combined Benefice worship services on 5th 
Sundays, when the churches get together, are 
particularly rewarding and enriching 

We are adaptable and responsive to new issues 
and demands; the Covid crisis has necessitated 
new types of online service and safety precautions 
to enable us to maintain worship in our churches; 
we are good at finding ways around problems 
rather than being thwarted. The team of people 
putting together the online services has grown 
spiritually and in numbers as they plan and put the 
services together. 

We love any event 
which includes the 
sharing of food! 
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We need someone to help us with 

Finding ways to build on the work we are currently doing: 

• Our communication - how effective is it? Who is it reaching – not everyone has internet 
access? How can we improve it?  

• How can we all be encouraged to grow in our understanding of the Good News of the 
Gospel, so that we can share that understanding with the wider community? 

• How can we use our church buildings more creatively - to serve the whole community to 
be a focus in each village and to be places of Christian teaching? 

• How can we deal with the challenges that we face in common with other rural 
communities? 

• Learning from lockdown - what do we need to do differently from before? How can we 
best plan ahead for when we can again meet in person? 

Reaching children and young people 

• We know there is work to be done. We are excited to have a share of Lucy Willshaw in 
our team and it is vital to make the most of this gift for the time that we have her. She 
sees her roles as outreach, support and encouraging & championing children within the 
Church. She is linking up with our schools and working with us, including the laity who 
lead family worship. 

• The Family Service at Crayke is well established but fresh ideas for the way forward for 
all our churches will be key, as we emerge from lockdown, and evolve in the future. We 
are also keen to make more of follow-up after baptisms and our many weddings.   

Rural deprivation issues and social isolation 
For example: 

 - shrinking employment opportunities 

- limited access to health and social care services   

- lack of public transport 

We would like to: 

• Improve how we live out our faith in action. 

• Improve on the pastoral care we offer across 
our villages and ensure we offer support to our 
ageing communities. 

• Look at new ways to make the Christian message relevant to people in our villages. 

  

In the challenge of prioritising and achieving 
these aims, we look forward to working with you 
and receiving your guidance as we all endeavour 

to discern God’s plans for us in this place. 
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Our Churches 

All Saints Brandsby 

Brandsby–cum-Stearsby is a scattered village, one 
section centred round the Village Hall, the second 
round the Church, with the hamlet of Stearsby a mile 
east of the Georgian Church.  

We are an active congregation and organise various 
events - coffee in the church, our summer barbecue 
popular with the whole village, the harvest lunch.  In 
the past we have put on concerts with supper 

afterwards in a parishioner’s 
garden. We even had a Hog Roast to fund a special project.  

We are very fortunate in having the Gould family in Brandsby Hall who 
are committed to working with young people. Before the lockdown they 
held a series of Saturday events to celebrate important dates in the 
church calendar. These days were well received with up to 60 young 
people attending.  After Morning Prayer at church, they have invited the 
whole congregation, at times up to thirty people, to Sunday lunch at the 
Hall. They are planning to work closely with the Youth, Children and 
Families Worker. They recently ran a well- attended Alpha Course. 

We work with the Village Hall Committee who are active in putting on a 
wide range of events such as Quiz Nights with a fish and chip supper, 
Salsa evening and touring Theatre.  Regular events are well supported in 

particular the W.I, Toddler Group and exercise classes such as Pilates.  

St. Mary’s Carlton Husthwaite 

The village of Carlton Husthwaite is one of the 
smallest in the Benefice and the church is supported 
by a small, loyal congregation. 

There is a monthly service of Holy Communion, but 
the church also celebrates some of the main festivals. 
There is a Carol service and Christingle service and a 
Harvest Festival which alternates with Birdforth 
Church, which is under the care of the Churches 
Conservation Trust. The Palm Sunday service begins 
with a procession through the village led by a 
donkey; the first part of the service being on the village green before proceeding to the church. 

It is an important act of witness. 

There is one RPA living in the village. 

The church works jointly with the Village Hall in fund 
raising, and in the past “Soup and Pud” meals and 
Afternoon cream teas have proved popular. 

The village pub has a well patronised restaurant and a 
monthly “Pop up” shop.
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St. Michael’s Coxwold  

The church is very much part of the 
community. This is partly helped by its 
location in the heart of this attractive village 
and also due to its links with the people who 
take an active interest in supporting worship 
and the care of the building. The 
ecclesiastical parish of Coxwold extends over 
five villages, we work with the Parish 
councils and Village Meetings to identify and 
support those who have specific needs. It’s 
heartening that some new people are 
becoming involved with our worship. We are 
able to keep the church open every day and 
it is regularly used for quiet reflection. 
It’s a busy community offering local employment at the garage, pub & shop, tea shop and 
cabinet makers. There is also a thriving tennis club. We involve and support local businesses 

and organisations by holding events in the popular 
Fauconberg Inn and the Village Hall. For example “Beer 
and hymns” at harvest time, Apple Day and the Harvest 
Supper. 
We held a very successful “Thankyou party” in the pub to 
celebrate members of the community who may not be 
regular worshippers but help look after the church. 
The crib service on Christmas Eve, which is intended for 
children, attracts over 100 people as does the Cyclist’s 
Service which is held in May each year to commemorate 
the bike messengers of WWI. This only takes place in 2 
parishes within the UK and is supported by cycling clubs 
who converge on Coxwold for the day. 
The Rev Laurence Sterne, author of the “Life and times of 
Tristram Shandy,” was one-time vicar of St. Michael’s and 
the quirky old vicarage, Shandy Hall is, like the church, 
much visited by tourists. 
 

 
The church building is one of the largest in 
the Benefice with a capacity to seat nearly 
200 people. The organ is well regarded by 
musicians and is played for recitals and 
broadcasts.  
It is also popular for weddings, often with 
receptions held at the nearby Newburgh 
Priory. This means that we get to welcome 
young people into our congregation each 
year. 
 
We are a welcoming and social group and 
coffee after the service has become a 
valued feature of our worship.
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St. Cuthbert’s Crayke 
 
As part of the Byland Churches group, we thrive on our 
shared worship, fellowship and support. 
Similarly, as the Body of Christ within the village 
community we are very much a part of the whole, with 
an awareness of and a prayerful caring for those who 
need support. We join with other village groups, 
including the Sports Club & Village Hall and the school, 
for social and fundraising events, including the Village 
Fete, Open Gardens, Seniors Christmas Lunch, quizzes 
and suppers. We have united to form a successful 
community support network during the COVID pandemic. 
Equally, as a Church, we are blessed with a community 
which is generous with its time and talents in supporting 
us and you will be welcomed into it.  
 
With the wider community in mind we launched a lay led family service in 2015 which has gone 
from strength to strength and attracts up to 40 people from day old babies to those in their 80’s. 
We enjoy learning about God’s word through reading, singing and activity in an informal and 
relaxed setting in our versatile carpeted space. We are glad of the kitchen and the toilet in this 
area which also functions as a pop-up café after services, as a meeting place for school and 
other visitors, and for the Harvest Supper in autumn and the Christmas mulled wine. 
 
Our monthly coffee mornings, held in different 
homes, are valued and our churchwarden visits 
every newcomer into the village taking them a 
Welcome Pack from our Churches. Both of these 
are effective forms of mission.   
We also have a tradition of Evensong supported 
by some talented singers and our organist. 
We value, support and encourage our strong 
links with our excellent school, as you will read 
about elsewhere. 
Our PCC work well together and are open to new 
ideas; we have recently joined the Parish Giving 
Scheme which we hope will help to increase our 
regular gift-aided giving. 
 

 
 
We also have the award winning “Durham Ox” pub which is 
still very much “the local”, hosting Friendship Lunches, the 
benefice men’s group, our Christmas Coffee Morning, 
Carols and Curry and various charitable events.  
Nearby the Dutch House is a tranquil garden with a plant 
nursery, gallery and café. 
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St. Nicholas’ Husthwaite 
 
St. Nicholas Church is very much part 
of the Byland Churches group, and we 
enjoy welcoming people from the 
other villages to our services. We have 
two services of Holy Communion each 
month and an informal lay led service 
of “Worship for All”. 
We enjoy meeting together to 
celebrate the Christian Festivals 
throughout the year. We also celebrate 
the Easter Saturday Vigil and a Quiet 
service for Christmas preparation with 
meditation and music. 
St. Nicholas Church and the Methodist 
Church have a long history of working 
very closely together, and this is particularly important now that the Methodist Chapel is closed. 
We are enriched by sharing together in the Covenant Service and The Village Christmas Service. 

  
There is also a weekly prayer meeting in 
church and a Home Group which meets 
fortnightly for supper, prayer and discussion. 
For the two children who regularly attend 
our church, and any visiting children, we 
hold a Sunday School once a month, and the 
children do a presentation to the 
congregation of what they have learnt.  
Our primary school and church work actively 
together with Open the Book, and the 
“Experience” events. 
 
Our outreach to our community includes 
collecting for the Food Bank in Easingwold, 
the Harvest Festival with gifts of food and 
clothing for homeless charities, the Harvest 

Ho-down with supper and dancing to raise funds for homeless or farming charities, our patronal 
festival gift day of children’s Christmas presents for the Salvation Army, and carol singing for 
The Children’s Society. 
 
We are building on our strong links with the  
Village Hall, sharing together for Remembrance 
Day, the Village Christmas service and the 100 
club. 
Our Village Hall is very active, supporting the 
Orchard Village Club for older residents,  
History society, Gardening Club, Art group, Wine 
tasting, Film Club, Election hustings, quizzes and 
Husthwaite Players. We also have a thriving pub 
and restaurant, “The Tomahawk”. 
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St. Thomas’ Wass 
 

Although Wass is one of the smallest of our 
parishes it has a lot to offer. The small church 
was originally both school and church. No longer. 
The church is licensed for Baptisms, Funerals and 
Blessings. The mainly elderly church congregation 
work very hard to maintain a Christian presence 
in the village. 
 

Of the Festivals throughout the year Wass hosts 
the meditative Good Friday “Hour at the Cross” 
which is attended by people across the Benefice. 
A lent lunch, held in the Village Hall, is attended 
by the village and the Benefice and raises money 
for Shelter Box.  
In the summer there is a very enjoyable “Hymns and Pimms” with the choice of hymns coming 
from those who attend, and after the Harvest Festival we have lunch in the village hall. At 
Christmas we sing carols around the village in support of a local children’s hospice, and have a 
carol service, after which we have dinner in the Staplyton Arms in the village. 
Our modern, well-appointed village hall is where our community gets together for bridge, 
snooker, darts, table tennis, exercise classes and a lending library. 
 
The Church of The Holy Trinity Yearsley 
 

Yearsley is a small but charming village sitting on the plateau above Brandsby. It is mentioned in 
the Domesday Book. It was originally a part of the nearby Newburgh Estate and is laid out on 
either side of the main street (Well Lane) with wide grass verges lovingly maintained by the 
frontagers. Many of the buildings bear the arms of the Wombwell family of Newburgh Priory. 
 

Yearsley’s charming Church is one such. It was built by the Wombwell family as a Chapel of Ease 
in 1839. Yearsley had a pub, a school, a Methodist Chapel and several shops; these have all 
closed over the years leaving the Church as the last remaining public building. Therefore, it is 
particularly cherished, and an army of volunteers do gardening, cleaning and flower duty to look 
after it. In normal times the Church holds Holy 
Communion on the last Sunday each month and regularly 
does Fifth Sunday duty. It is not licensed for wedding and 
funerals, but we are no strangers to special licences. 
 

The Church is Grade 2 listed. It boasts a memorial to a 
Lancaster bomber which crashed in Well Lane on its way 
home from a wartime mission over Germany. Seven of 
the eight Canadian crew members died and are 
commemorated. The pulpit was the first ecclesiastical 
commission for Robert Thompson, known as the 
Mouseman, who lived locally. It has a small electric 
organ. 
 

Yearsley has a population of about 60, ranging from small children to the retired. There are three 
working farms in the village. It is an extremely friendly and supportive community. The 
congregation will normally be about 15, more at Christmas, and it is invariably full for the annual 
carol service with Easingwold Brass Band. 
 

Yearsley very much enjoys being a part of the Benefice. We have plenty of social and spiritual 
contact at different levels with our neighbouring parishes. This provides for a friendly and co-
operative relationship with the rest of the Benefice. 



20 

 

 
You may find the following links helpful: 
 
Byland Churches        bylandchurches.net     
      achurchnearyou.com 
 
Brandsby Village      brandsbycumstearsby.co.uk 
 
 
Carlton Husthwaite Village   carltonhusthwaite.weebly.com 
The Carlton Inn       thecarltoninn.co.uk 
 
Coxwold Village      coxwoldvillage.org 
The Fauconberg Inn & Shop    fauconbergarms.com                  
Shandy Hall           laurencesternetrust.org.uk    
Newburgh Priory       newburghpriory.co.uk 
Newburgh House B&B  newburghhouse.com 
Rumah Tearoom B&B Facebook page    @coxwoldtearoomsbb 
 
Crayke Church Facebook page       @craykechurchstcuthbert 
Crayke Sports Club & Village Hall Facebook page    @godsowncounty16  
Crayke School      craykeschool.org      
Crayke Parish Council       craykepc.org.uk 
Crayke Local History Group     craykehistory.wordpress.com  
The Durham Ox, Crayke  thedurhamox.com 
The Dutch House, Crayke  dutchhouseyorkshire.com 
 
Husthwaite Village     husthwaitevillage.com 
Husthwaite School     husthwaite.n-yorks.sch.uk 
Husthwaite restaurant    tomahawk-steakhouse.co.uk 
Husthwaite Church Facebook page     @husthwaitestnicholas 
Husthwaite Village Hall Facebook page   @Husthwaite.VH.Events 
 
Wass Village    wass.co.uk 
The Stapylton Arms   stapyltonarms.co.uk 
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