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The Diocese of Leeds comprises five Episcopal Areas, each coterminous 

with an Archdeaconry. This is now one of the largest dioceses in the 

country and its creation is unprecedented in the history of the Church of 

England. It covers an area of around 2,425 square miles, and a population 

of around 2,642,400 people. 

The three former dioceses were created in the nineteenth and early 

twentieth centuries to cater for massive population changes brought about 

by industrialisation and, later, mass immigration. The diocese comprises 

major cities (Bradford, Leeds, Wakefield), large industrial and post 

industrial towns (Halifax, Huddersfield, Dewsbury, Barnsley), a spa town 

(Harrogate), market towns (Skipton, Ripon, Richmond and Wetherby), and 

deeply rural areas (the Dales). The whole of life is here, along with all the 

richness, diversity and complexities of a changing world. 

The Diocesan Bishop (The Rt Rev’d Nick Baines) is assisted by five Area 

Bishops (Bradford, Huddersfield, Kirkstall, Wakefield and Ripon) and five 

archdeacons (Bradford, Halifax, Leeds, Pontefract, Richmond & Craven). 

The Bishop of Wakefield is the Rt Rev’d Anthony Robinson.   

Our vision as the Diocese is about confident clergy equipping confident 

Christians to live and tell the good news of Jesus Christ. For all of our 

appointments we are seeking clergy who have a joyful and confident faith 

which has inspired a track record of church growth, both numerically and 

spiritually. 

SECTION 1 – THE DIOCESE OF LEEDS  
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SECTION 2 - SUMMARY 

The Church 

The Church of St Edmund King and Martyr, Kellington, is a grade I listed 

12th century church in the village of Kellington, North Yorkshire, England.  

Excavations at the site have revealed the 14th century tomb related to 

the Knights Templar, and in the 1990s, the foundations of the church 

were underpinned because of possible subsidence effects from the 

nearby Kellingley Colliery.  Its separation from the village upon elevated 

land, makes it a local landmark and it has been commented upon 

throughout history.  A stone with Medieval carvings upon it was found in 

the church and has given rise to a legend attached to it about a shepherd 

fighting a snake.  The Kellington Serpent-Stone is one of the attractions of 

the church.  The church is located 0.25 miles (0.40 km) outside of the 

village to the west on elevated ground.  Excavations detailed the 

possibility that the low hill that the church sits on had earlier religious 

significance, with the belief that a Saxon church once stood on the site.  

The church was recorded in the late 12th century when the Knights 

Templar appointed John de Kellington as the rector.  At that time, the 

Knights Templar had possession of a great acreage of land in the 

immediate area.  The church is believed to have been in existence before 

1177, as it had been granted to the Knights Templar by Henri de Lacy, 

who died in 1177 whilst on a Crusade. 

St Edmund’s is fortunate to have a beautiful east window depicting the 

Last Supper donated in the 1880s. 
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Our parish is part of the Knottingley and Kellington with Whitley Team.  

The parish comprises of three villages Kellington, Eggborough and 

Whitley. 

Kellington  Population 742. 

Kellington is a small previously agricultural village with numerous farms, 

but only one large farm remains (Poskitts).  It is a civil parish in the Selby 

District of North Yorkshire, England, on the banks of the River Aire.  

Situated almost equidistant between the towns of Pontefract and Selby, 

the village dates back to at least the 11th century when it was listed in 

the Domesday Book (as Chelinctone).  The village was historically part of 

the West Riding of Yorkshire until 1974. 

Due to its location at the southernmost tip of North Yorkshire, the village 

is close to the borders of West, East and South Yorkshire. Kellington’s 

proximity to both the A19 and M62 has resulted in a steady population 

growth, although to a lesser extent than its neighbour, Eggborough. 

 

Sitting in the shadow of former Eggborough Power Station, Kellington has 

a variety of housing, with traditional country cottages, council housing 

and modern housing estates.  The village is served by a pub, hotel and 

restaurant, Kellington Manor Hotel and a small public house, The Red 

Lion.  There is a residential home in the village and the majority of local 

children attend Kellington County Primary School with a nursery, which 

as of January 2018 was serving 117 pupils 

SECTION 3 – Our Parish & Area 



7 

SECTION 3 – Our Parish & Area 

Eggborough  Population 1975. 

Eggborough is the largest of the three villages and is situated 

approximately one mile away from the Church.  It is a growing village 

with a considerable amount of new housing and more to come.  It is well 

served by several local shops including two convenience stores one of 

which has post office facilities.  There is a butchers shop, a fish & chip 

shop, a bakery and coffee shop and also a takeaway.  In the centre of the 

village there is a doctor’s surgery and pharmacy.  There is also a 

hairdresser and a yoga studio. 

Eggborough also has a Methodist Church which is well used as a 

community resource hosting coffee mornings, film shows and other 

events.  The village hall is a large and fairly modern building with good 

facilities which caters for regular groups including the Scout Movement. 

Eggborough’s public house, The Horse & Jockey is close to the popular 

Cricket Club. 

The village has good transport links being situated close to the M62 and 

its junction with the A1, also the A19, the Doncaster to Selby route.  Bus 

services are reasonably frequent to Doncaster, Selby, Pontefract, Junction 

32 (Xscape) and Leeds. 
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SECTION 3 – Our Parish & Area 

Whitley  Population 923. 

Whitley is perhaps the smallest village of the three, with ribbon 

development along the A19.  There is a large primary school serving 3 to 

11 year olds. 

The George and Dragon is the only public house.  There is a mushroom 

farm, Tunstall Communications and other small industries as well as 

farming. 

The village is separated from Kellington and Eggborough by the M62 

motorway, the Aire & Calder Navigation and a railway station. 

The previous House for Duty Priest fostered good links with the 

communities of all three villages and the local schools.  The schools have 

celebrated Christingle and Christmas in the church and have visited to 

learn about its history.  He also established good links with the local 

residential home where he held a regular monthly service. 

 



9 

SECTION 4 – Our Church 

The People 

St Edmund’s congregation a mixture of ages though mainly older people.  

The Electoral Role stands at 27.  The average attendance for Sunday 

Eucharist at 09:30 is between 15—20 people.  Our congregation is 

welcoming, friendly and keen to encourage new members.  There are 

special seasonal services celebrating the Harvest, Easter, Christmas etc.  

Our style of worship is eucharistically centred based on Common 

Worship.  The church is fortunate to have a good organ and we enjoy a 

range of hymns.  We keep the community informed of our activities via a 

quarterly newsletter and our website.  

In 2019 there were 11 baptisms, 2 weddings and 5 funerals.  A number of 

funerals conducted by the House for Duty Priest go directly to Pontefract 

Crematorium. 

Building and Grounds 

Being a beautiful Grade 1 listed Norman Church St Edmund’s has 

required constant maintenance.  However in recent years numerous 

repairs have been made possible by funding from English Heritage and 

various grant providing bodies along with our own money raising events.  

The installation of a water supply, toilet and beverage making area has 

greatly added to the range of activities the church is able to host.  Some 

of our fund raising events can now be held in church. 

Currently repairs are required to the roof of the Chancel, Sanctuary and 

side chapel.  The quinquennial report is due this year 2021. 

A large churchyard surrounds St Edmund’s.  It is still in use by local 

villages as there is no Local Authority cemetery in the parish. 
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SECTION 4 – Our Church 

The vicarage is a modern detached four bedroom property standing in its 

own established garden situated in a quiet cul-de-sac with views to the 

rear over fields and paddocks.  It is a short walk to the church. 
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SECTION 4 – Our Church 

Finance 

With the advent of COVID-19 restrictions there have been no fund raising 

activities since March 2020.  But previously fund raising has played a 

major part in the Church’s income. 

Our events have included: 

 Annual Gift Day 

 Produce Stalls on Pontefract Market 

 Refreshment Stalls at local Garden Open Days 

 Raffles, tombola etc. at village events 

 Craft Fairs 

 Afternoon Teas 

 A Quilting Exhibition 

 Musical Events 

 The Village Quiz 

 Lent Lunches 

 Strawberry Teas 

 Shrove Tuesday Pancakes 

 

Until 2020 we have paid our full parish share.   

2019 £16,402  Paid in Full 

2020 £18,042  Paid £4,000 

In the wider community we support the local foodbank, The Children’s 

Society, Mary’s Meals and Traidcraft. 
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SECTION 4 – Our Church 

Financial Statements for the Year Ended 31 December 2019 

Receipts and Payments Account Unrestricted Funds £ Restricted Funds £

Receipts

Voluntary Receipts

Regualar Giving

Planned Giving 3,075 -

Collections and other Giving 4,723 -

7,798

Other Voluntary Receipts 4,523 1,919

Activities for Generating Funds 3,656 10

Receipts from Church Activities 4,672 614

Other Incoming Resources 1,000 -

21,649 2,543

Payments

Fund Raising Trading

Cost of Events 126 -

Church Activities

Diocesan Common Fund 16,402 -

Other Payments 7,908 2,301

24,436 2,301

Excess of (Payments) over Receipts 2,787
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SECTION 4 – Our Church 

Financial Statements for the Year Ended 31 December 2019 

Statement of Assets Unrestricted Funds £ Restricted Funds £ Total 2019 £ Total 2018 £

Cash Funds

Bank Current Accounts 14,940 500 15,440 18,524

Bank Deposit Accounts - 3,925 3,925 3,428

Cash in Hand 42 - 42 -

14,982 4,425 19,407 21,952

Other Monetary Assets

Gift Aid Recoverable 2,519 - 2,519 -

Liabilities

Sundry Creditors - - - 185
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SECTION 4 – Our Church 

Financial Statements for the Year Ended 31 December 2019 

Receipts and Payments Analysis Unrestricted Funds £ Restricted Funds £ Total 2019 £ Total 2018 £

Other Voluntary Receipts

Gift Days 1,932 - 1,932 2,130

Grants - 1,820 1,820 -

Donations 200 99 299 628

Gift Aid 2,391 - 2,391 4,976

4,523 1,919 6,442 7,734

Activities for Generating Funds

Fund Raising 3,656 10 2,519 -

Receipts from Church Activities

Fees 4,672 614 5,286 6,755

Other Incoming Resources

VAT Refund on Building Repairs 960 - 960 -

Wayleave - - - 11

Sundry Income 40 - 40 -

1,000 - 1,000 11

Church Activities - Payments

Clergy Expenses 750 - 750 480

Church Running Expenses 5,011 - 5,011 5,072

Church Maintenance 859 - 859 648

Upkeep of Services 326 - 326 1,149

Upkeep of Churchyard 803 1,670 2,473 720

Printing and Stationery - - - 14

Building Maintenance - - - 5,860

Home Missions - - - 113

Architect Fees - 631 631 -

Sundary Expenses 159 - 159 216

7,908 2,301 10,209 14,272

Please note:  All Saints’ Whitley closed in December 2020. 
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SECTION 5 – The Photo Gallery 

North Duffield WI Choir Afternoon Tea in the Village Hall 

Craft Fair in Eggborough Village Hall. Quilt exhibition in St Edmund’s 

Low Road in Kellington Strawberry Tea 
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SECTION 6 – Location Map 

The villages of Kellington and Whitley showing the location of the M62 and major A roads. 

The village of Kellington showing the location of the church. 
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We are looking for:- 

 Someone who is able to offer effective worship and discipleship 

across the parish 

 someone who has the ability to relate to the wider community 

outside the church 

 Someone who will develop the laity and help us reach out into the 

local community and grow the church 

 someone who has pastoral concern for all ages from the very young 

to the elderly. 

 

We are a small but hardworking and enthusiastic congregation willing to 

help and support a house for duty priest in the day to day running of the 

church.  We would welcome the opportunity for the church to further 

the links with a friendly and supportive community, and are keen to 

embrace and develop new ideas and initiatives. 


