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FOREWORD FROM THE BISHOP OF READING, The Rt Revd Olivia Graham
I am delighted that you are looking at this profile and
wondering whether you might be called to serve in this small
Thames-side benefice in the heart of Berkshire. The following
pages will give you a flavour of the context and the ministry of
these churches.

After a long incumbency, the Parish of Pangbourne, Tidmarsh
and Sulham is looking for a new priest with whom they can
re-set the mission and ministry of the parish for this decade.
A clear feature of this will be their desire and imperative to
connect more widely and deeply with their communities.
There is much that is good, positive and pastorally effective in the life of these churches, and there is room for
development. One aspect of this will be the encouragement of lay involvement and ministries, starting with an

emphasis on personal discipleship, and the moulding of a dynamic, outward facing ministry team. Another will
be to work on a clear plan for each church – two of them in very small communities where there is a dedication to
their buildings – with an eye to long-term sustainability.

As a diocese we are committed to environmental action and reaching net zero carbon by 2035. There is a very
active environment group in Pangbourne, https://pawsg.com and committed people within the congregation,
and it would be very good to see the churches engage with Eco-Church and work towards an award.

They are seeking a priest with ‘the courage to challenge us’. If you are looking for a ministry context in which
there are good-hearted, open-minded and generous-spirited people who know they need to change and seek
the right kind of encouragement and leadership, then read on.

If you would like an informal conversation with me or the Assistant Archdeacon, do not hesitate to get in touch.

+Olivia
0118 980 1216 bishopreading@oxford.anglican.org
Revd Liz Jackson, Assistant Archdeacon
01635 552820. Liz.jackson@oxford.anglican.org
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ABOUT OUR PARISH – Who We Are

Introduction to Our Parish
The Parish of Pangbourne with Tidmarsh and Sulham (PTS) is made up of three churches, one in each village –
St James the Less, Pangbourne, St Laurence, Tidmarsh and St Nicholas, Sulham.
Located approximately 6 miles west of Reading the parish is nestled into the Thames Valley and is surrounded by
beautiful countryside.
Pangbourne is the largest of the three villages with just over 3,000 residents, Tidmarsh has around 500 and Sulham
approximately 70. The population is predominately made up of families with school aged children and older
retired folk. There are 140 people on the Church Electoral Roll.
The parish is well served with local independent shops and amenities, direct train lines to London and the West
Country and a good road network.
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OUR MISSION AND MINISTRY – What We Do

Our Mission
To offer a warm welcome, fellowship and a caring environment to families and worshippers of all ages in our
parish. To actively grow our church family by encouraging people to learn more about what it means to be a
follower of Christ and to continue to serve those in our local and wider community through discipleship and love.

What We Do Well
A strong and loyal congregation spread across our three churches. There is a real sense of fellowship within the
congregation, spanning the generations, offering support for one another.
A warm welcome to all who come to our services and to all those who visit our churches. We maintain an open
approach to requests for baptisms, weddings or funerals, seeing such occasions as opportunities to demonstrate
the love of God to those seeking such ministry.
Working together the PTS Ministry Team, PCC and volunteers ensure we are able to offer a variety of services,
using both Common Worship and the Book of Common Prayer (BCP), to meet the needs of our church members.
During the pandemic we have tried to ensure continuity of worship, offering either Zoom or live-streamed
services each Sunday and at the main Christian festivals.
A commitment to serve through participation in worship and wider church activities. Lay involvement in services
is encouraged, whether it be reading the lesson, leading intercessions, serving at the altar, as a sides-person, a
member of our singing group or as a bell ringer. We are fortunate to have keen volunteers who ensure the
buildings and churchyards are cleaned and maintained. Our skilled and dedicated team of flower arrangers make
sure the church always has beautiful displays.
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Reaching out to the very youngest and oldest members of our village communities. Noah’s Ark, our popular pram
service, takes place each Friday during term time and offers story time, prayers, craft and fellowship. Once a month
we invite the more elderly residents in the parish to the Tuesday Tea Club to enjoy afternoon tea and
entertainment. Both are run by volunteers.
Prudent financial management and efficient church administration. With careful control of our spending and
investments we have been able to meet our parish share commitments, tithe money, keep three church buildings
going and pay for a part time administrator
Serving our community through church and village events. In normal times members of our congregations help to
arrange and support church fundraising and community events such as the Royal British Legion Service of
Remembrance, the All Churches Together Advent carol service with Pangbourne College Chamber Choir, and the
Pangbourne Primary School carol service. Other occasions include a church tea tent at the Pangbourne fete,
hosting a Christmas charity market, taking part in the Pangbourne village Christmas event and inviting local groups
to decorate Christmas trees in St James. We have welcomed children from Pangbourne College and The Scout
Association who offered their time to help us by planting flowers and tidying up in the churchyards.
During the pandemic members of our church were instrumental in setting up the Good Neighbours Community
Volunteers scheme to help those isolating or shielding. As a church community we have tried to bring some light
relief during these dark times with our Christmas tree decorated with stars of remembrance made by people living
in the local community, our community doorstep carols on Christmas Eve and Mothering Sunday posies available to
anyone passing one of our three parish churches

PTS Ministry Team
We have a strong Ministry Team comprising four retired clergy with PTO, two churchwardens, lay worship leaders,
singing group leader/organist, church administrator and a technical guru who meet monthly to plan services and
worship. This has become more administrative than pastoral.
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THE FUTURE OF OUR PARISH – What We Want to Build On
While we have been fortunate to have benefitted from our volunteers’ time and talents, this has been declining
over the past few years and may have been exacerbated due to the pandemic. Looking to the near future it is hard
to see how this vital support for the life of our parish will be replenished. A consequence of this may be the
viability of our church activities, buildings and grounds, and our wider mission. It is vital therefore that we grow
our church community, both within the church and from the outside, in terms of spirituality, skills, confidence,
numbers and financially. We hope to do this in the following ways:
Children, Youth and Families:
Over recent years what we have been able to offer children, young
people and families has been in decline. Apart from Noah’s Ark, our
Friday pram service, and Mossy Church, our outdoor worship for
families, we do not offer any regular worship or fellowship for the
younger members of our parish. There is a strong desire amongst
our church community to rectify this. We hope to do this by:
• Focussing on church worship and activities for children and
teenagers.
• Building on relationships with local schools, children
and young people of all ages in our villages.
• Exploring the possibility of recruiting a youth worker.
We hope you will work with us to plan and enable ways of increasing our engagement
with children and families
Personal Ministry
We seek to encourage and enable church members to grow their
relationship with Christ through personal discipleship.
We hope to do this by:
• Growing our sense of being God’s family where all are
recognised, affirmed and supported.
• Formal mentoring to encourage people to discern through
prayer, reflection and sharing with each other what God is
calling them to do in our church community and beyond.
We hope you will work with us to facilitate training of personal discipleship mentors
Local Community
There are certain times of the year when our church plays a more
prominent role in our community than at others, such as Christmas,
Easter and Remembrance Sunday. Our aim is to establish our church
at the heart of the community at all times, somewhere people feel
welcome, safe and cared for. We hope to do this by:
• Showing how the church is a force for good within the community
• Raising our profile in the community and strengthening our links
with local schools, groups, organisations and individuals in all
three villages.
• Providing more pastoral care within our village communities.
We hope you will help us find ways to grow our links with our local community
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Digital Technology and Communication
The COVID 19 pandemic has presented us with an opportunity to keep our church community connected and has
enabled us to reach people who have not regularly attended worship in the past. Our aim is to continue to develop
and build on our digital offering and maintain an online presence. We hope to do this by:
• Continuing to stream services including occasional offices if requested.
• Increasing our use of social media.
• Driving more traffic through our website and developing it to better meet the needs of our congregation.
We hope you will support us in developing our use of digital technology to further our mission

Church Buildings
We aim to be an inclusive and welcoming church to all but in some respects we are hindered by the physical
buildings in which we worship. St James, the largest of the three churches, has the best access into the building,
this is partly due to a recent project to install a layby outside enabling a limited number of vehicles to park close to
the entrance. St James also has a small servery and a toilet but both need modernising and adapting to enable
disabled access.
General parking for all three churches can be difficult even with a pay and display car park near St James. To enable
larger services and occasional offices and events to happen at St Nicholas and St Laurence local parking has to be
negotiated in advance.
We hope you will look with us at possible ways to improve access for all to our churches
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THE CHALLENGES AHEAD — How you can help

We look forward in hope to the next chapter in the life of our parish as we aim to become a real and tangible
presence in our community. There is a strong sense that we need to move out of our comfort zone by being more
outward-looking and going beyond our church buildings to engage with the daily life of our three villages.
We want to draw more people to faith, especially families with children and teenagers, yet to do this we need to
be more creative, reaching out to them rather than expecting them to come to us.
To achieve these hopes we need to encourage more lay participation in delivering our worship and mission and
be honest with ourselves about what we can achieve with the resources we have.
We eagerly await whom God might bring to help us face the challenges ahead and lead us onto the next exciting
stage of our journey. To do this we believe the following are essential qualities required for the role:

•

Courage to challenge us and help us explore the possibilities for developing the mission of our church

•

Willingness to get out into the community to demonstrate how the church is a force for good

•

The ability to discover, encourage and develop gifts in others that enable them to reach their full potential

•

Disciplined in personal prayer and Bible study with a desire to encourage
others to deepen their faith

•

Good communicator and able to lead us into a deeper understanding
of God’s message and how it applies to our lives

•

Resilient, with a sense of humour and comfortable in their
own identity
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THE PARISH OF PANGBOURNE WITH TIDMARSH AND SULHAM – Where We Are

Bradfield Deanery

Pangbourne, Sulham and Tidmarsh

Social Geography
Pangbourne, a semi-rural village with a population of just over 3000, has a large centre in easy distance of Reading,
Oxford and London by train or road. It is surrounded on all sides by fields, woods and rivers and retains a
separate identity. The village has many amenities including a large range of shops, several pubs and hotels,
restaurants and coffee shops. Services include an excellent medical practice, several dentists, opticians, library,
fire station, village hall, primary school, nursery and playgroup.
The village has an active community with clubs and activities for all ages including football, tennis, bowls and water
sports for children run by the Dolphin Centre. Other groups include the Twinning Association, Pangbourne Band,
Heritage Group, Pangbourne and Whitchurch Sustainability Group (PAWS), and many more. There are a number of
voluntary organisations, many of which have a close connection with the church, including Pangbourne and
District Volunteers, Dementia Friends and Action for Pangbourne Toilets.
Tidmarsh and Sulham are much smaller with separate identities and a strong community spirit with the church at
the centre. Neither has any shops but Tidmarsh has a popular pub, a village hall and a large green with children’s
play area. The population of Tidmarsh has grown in recent years and is also home to the Bishop of Reading.
St Nicholas church is the only public building in Sulham and therefore plays an important role within the village.

Schools
Primary
Englefield CE Primary
Pangbourne Primary
St Andrews Prep
Whitchurch Primary
Secondary
Denefield (Tilehurst)
Langtree (Woodcote)
Pangbourne College
Theale Green

No of Pupils

Ofsted/ISI Rating

Website

95
220
292
137

Good (2019)
Good (2017)
Excellent
Outstanding (2009)

www.englefieldprimary.co.uk/
www.pangbourne.w-berks.sch.uk/
www.standrewspangbourne.co.uk/
www.whitchurchprimary.org.uk/

1142
620
429
538

Good (2018)
Good (2017)
Excellent
Not recorded

www.denefield.org.uk/
www.langtreeschool.com/
www.pangbourne.com
www.thealegreen.w-berks.sch.uk/

Safeguarding
Safeguarding is an issue that is taken seriously within the parish. Every effort is made to ensure that contact
details of our Safeguarding Officer and our safeguarding policy, which is reviewed each year using the Diocese of
Oxford template, are easily accessible in our churches and on our website.
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The Worshipping Community
The Parish of Pangbourne with Tidmarsh and Sulham is one parish with three churches, one at the centre of each
village – St James the Less in Pangbourne, St Laurence in Tidmarsh and St Nicholas in Sulham. Our parish is in the
Bradfield Deanery which consists of 11 benefices, 26 churches in 20 parishes set in communities ranging from
suburban to small villages and other sparsely populated rural environments. It is positioned in West Berkshire at
the east end of the Kennet Valley in an area of outstanding natural beauty with the Reading Deanery to the east
and the Newbury Deanery and the town of Thatcham to the west.

The Church Buildings
St James, Pangbourne
St James, the largest of the three churches in the parish, can seat over 200 worshippers. There has been a church in
the village since at least 1175 with the current building dating from 1866 although the church tower is much older
and was built in 1718. An extensive re-ordering programme was carried out in 2001 to modernise the church. Most
of the original pews have been retained but the west end of the nave was opened up to allow space for meetings,
informal worship and activities for children. A nave altar was also introduced to bring the celebration of
communion into the heart of the church. There is a servery and toilet at the back of the church and it is hoped to
update both. The church also benefits from an excellent organ (built in 1882 but updated to become an electro
pneumatic instrument) and a very good piano.
Recent work has involved extensive repair to the chancel roof as well as general maintenance throughout the rest
of the building. Much of the work that has taken place over the last couple of years has been undertaken by a team
of volunteers who have generously given their time and expertise.
The church is surrounded on all sides by a well-maintained churchyard which is still open for interments. After
substantial fundraising a large project was undertaken in 2016 to improve access to the church and the war
memorial. The line of the church wall along Church Road was slightly altered so that a new layby could be
introduced to enable easier access for weddings and funerals and elderly and disabled parishioners. A new
entrance to the churchyard was created on Station Road and a path created through the churchyard to allow
pedestrians to avoid the narrow pavement along Church Road. Much of the work was undertaken by volunteers
and this is a common theme for the upkeep of the church yard in general.
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St Laurence, Tidmarsh
St Laurence is a small traditional village church dating from the 12th century. It maintains many of its original
features with an unusual 13th century semi-octagonal chancel, medieval wall paintings, box pews. Much of the costs
of the maintenance and upkeep in recent years has been undertaken with money raised by The Friends of
St Laurence. Projects have included restoring the medieval wall paintings and cleaning the church’s unique floor
tiles. A recent attempted theft of lead from the roof was unsuccessful but did cause significant damage.
The church can seat 80 and serves a much wider community than just Tidmarsh with many regular worshippers
coming from outside the village. The churchyard is still open.
St Nicholas, Sulham
St Nicholas serves the small old estate village of Sulham. The original church dated from the 14 th century but the
present church was rebuilt in 1836 by the Wilder family who owned the estate. It is located on the edge of the
village next to the estate offices and Sulham House. It’s an attractive church which is popular for weddings. It is
able to seat over 80 worshippers, and in common with St Laurence a large proportion of the congregation comes
from outside the village but villagers are supportive of the church and raise money to help maintain it.
The latest quinquennial report was in 2019 and the roof has recently been repaired using alternative material
following a theft of lead. The churchyard is open for interments.
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Worship Pattern
Services during normal times
In normal times we meet each Sunday, Wednesday and Friday to worship together in one of our three churches
- St James the Less in Pangbourne, St Laurence in Tidmarsh, and St Nicholas in Sulham.
Holy Communion
Sunday
7.45 am
A quiet service, using the 1662 Book of Common Prayer
10 am
First, third, fourth and fifth Sunday each month.
The atmosphere is relaxed and inclusive. The service is
both contemporary and rooted in its use of liturgy with
traditional hymns and more modern songs of worship
11 am
Second Sunday of each month
Wednesday
10 am

St James
St James

St Laurence

Our midweek Holy Communion is a short service with
a sermon but no hymns. Coffee is served afterwards

St James

Family Worship
Sunday
11 am
First Sunday of each month
10 am
Second Sunday of each month
11 am
Third Sunday of each month

St Laurence
St James
St Nicholas

Noah’s Ark
Friday
10 am

St James

Noah's Ark is an informal service for parents, carers, babies
and pre-schoolers each Friday morning in term time.
Refreshments, craft and toys are followed by story time and songs

Occasional Offices
Baptisms, weddings and funerals take place in all three parish churches.
Baptisms

Weddings, Services of
Prayer & Dedication

Funerals, Burials,
Memorials

2020 (Covid-19 pandemic)

1

2

13

2019

8

7 + 2 P&D

13

2018

9

4

11
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Life of the Church
The past year has certainly curtailed the regular life of our church but we have been determined to carry on and
where possible have adapted our activities to adhere to COVID restrictions.
Children’s Activities
Noah’s Ark, usually held each week in term time, has moved to
Zoom once a month but will return to its normal weekly slot as
soon as we are able. Before the pandemic, we had started
Mossy Church worship once every quarter, something we hope
to continue and grow when restrictions allow. Each year we
hold a Schools’ Day attended by Key Stage 1 children from both
Pangbourne Primary and Englefield CE School.
Parish Days, Study Groups and Courses
Over the past few years, we have held parish away days
attended by the PCC and other church members, a time to
reflect, discuss and plan. Lent and Advent have traditionally
been times when we hold parish study groups, and
throughout the year individual church members meet for
bible study and book groups. Whilst we have not recently held
an Alpha or similar course exploring the basics of the Christian
faith we have done so in the past and certainly hope to again.
Wedding, Baptism and Confirmation Preparation
Each year around Valentine’s Day we invite wedding couples to
our marriage preparation day, an enjoyable and Informative
occasion for those getting married in the parish. Later in the
year baptism families are invited for afternoon tea and the
opportunity to learn more about Christian baptism and to meet
other young families. Anyone considering Confirmation is
invited to take part in preparation classes.
Tuesday Tea Club
Due to the age of those attending and the volunteers who
organise it our Tuesday Tea Club has had to take a break until
the risk of COVID has receded. Up until March 2020 the tea club
took place each month and was extremely popular.
Music and Bells
We are supported by musicians and singers. The singing group
meets every Wednesday evening in St James to learn new
hymns and songs and prepare for services. We have a strong
band of bellringers at St James who enjoy a weekly practice.
We have a reputation as a good teaching band and have regular
visitors, of all abilities, to our practices. We ring to a high
standard for Sunday services, weddings and the occasional
funeral. The bells at St Laurence are unringable and at
St Nicholas are only chimed for the occasional wedding.
Flowers
Our talented flower arrangers ensure all three churches have
beautiful flower displays.
Upkeep and Maintenance
Committed volunteers regularly clean the churches and
members of Green Gym work hard to ensure the St James
Churchyard is well maintained. There are occasional churchyard
working parties at St Laurence and St Nicholas. Some of the
more practical church members take on DIY jobs as necessary.
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Events
During the year our church members take part in community occasions and organise a variety of events:

Service for Week of Prayer for Christian
Unity with All Churches Together
Crocus Sunday with afternoon teas
Wedding preparation
Puppets at Noah’s Ark in half term
Lent lunches

Good Friday Hot Cross Bun Workshop
Rogation Walk
Pentecost Picnic
Christian Aid collections/Big Brekkie
Tea Tent at Pangbourne Fete

Schools’ Day
Noah’s Ark end of term picnic
Sulham and Tidmarsh Fete
Ride and Stride—all three churches

Harvest celebration
All Soul’s service and tea
Remembrance parade and service
Pangbourne Primary carol service
ACT/Pangbourne College
Advent carol service
Community Christmas Trees
Christingle

Fundraising concerts/events including
Jazz Supper, Maasai Warrior concert,
Welsh Male Voice Choir concert,
Flower Festival, Pangbourne Pilgrims’ trips
Maundy Thursday supper, Alpha course,
Church open day,
Tower trips and zip-wiring teddies
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ORGANISATION AND FINANCE
PCC and Committees
PCC:

Treasurer, Secretary, Lay Chair, Deanery Synod, Safeguarding, GDPR, Electoral Roll, Health & Safety

Committees:

Standing Committee, Buildings Committee, Environment Committee

Giving and Money
The parish has a long tradition of financial support from the parishioners. More than seventy make regular
donations, either directly to the bank or in envelopes, on all of which we claim gift-aid. Thirty seven people have
registered on the Parish Giving Scheme. Several community events are held each year which not only provide
fellowship and entertainment but also raise funds for the parish.
The 2019 accounts can be summarised as follows:
Unrestricted Funds (£)

Restricted Funds (£)

Total Income
Regular Giving
Loose Plate
Other Donations
Weddings & Funerals
Community Events
Other Income

106,300
67,900
8,900
5,400
8,750
11,250
4,100

5,350

Total Expenditure

104,100

4,650

Parish Share

3,250
450
150
1,500

66,900

Administration
Insurance
Charitable Giving
Church Services
Utilities
Church Maintenance
Flowers
Other

7,900
7,200
5,700
5,600
3,250
1,200

Operating Surplus
Gain on Investments

2,200
17,000

700

Total Surplus

19,200

700

Reserve Funds

62,000

54,000

6,350

1,800

2,350
500

As a result of prudent financial controls and investments over the years we have accumulated strong reserves
which will enable us to weather the disruption caused by the pandemic.
During 2020 our planned giving held up well but like all parishes income from open plate, envelopes and events
was substantially lower. Had it not been for the pandemic restrictions we can confidently say that we would have
made another operating surplus. We made a further gain of £7,400 on our investments and this will have limited
the total deficit on Unrestricted Funds to just over £7,000. Our Unrestricted Funds at the end of 2020 are £53,000.
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THE RECTORY - Where You Will Live

Rectory: Front

Rectory: Back

Living Room

Bedroom 1

Kitchen

The Rectory, in St James Close Pangbourne, is a four-bedroom detached house with a large garden mostly laid to
lawn with substantial shrubs and areas of coppice with mature trees.
The house was built in the mid-1960s and is two-storey built over an existing cellar. The house has been
constructed with all the principal rooms facing south overlooking the garden.
The first-floor:

Bedroom 1
Bedroom 2
Bedroom 3
Bedroom 4
Bathroom

The ground floor: Kitchen
Dining room
Lounge
Study
Cloakroom with toilet

9’9” x 18’0”
17’0” x 11’6”
10’6” x 9’0”
9’3” x 12’0” this room has a washbasin
Toilet and bath with shower, airing cupboard and store cupboards
18’6” x 9’9” with built in units, utility and broom cupboard
14’0” x 11’0”
19’6” x 15’0” with open fire and patio window to garden
18’9” x 9’8”

The cellar is large and dry with adequate lighting points.
The house has gas-fired central heating and has an adequate number of electric sockets and telephone points.
Externally, there is a single garage, adjacent workshop and a store shed.
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