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Who might God bring? 
What are we praying for 
We are looking to welcome an Interim Minmister who:- 
• Is comfortable with something of a public profile in the benefice so 

that the love of Jesus will be a guiding principle in the management of 
change and innovation that the times require. 

• Shows genuine compassion, empathy, warmth and tolerance towards 
all community members. 

• Will lead, develop and inspire our lay members and volunteers. 
• Supports the local primary school, taking a weekly assembly and hold a 

position on board of governors. 
• Will nurture and embrace our young people. 
• Is enthusiastic at encouraging families into regular church services. 
• Able to communicate with all ages. 
• Is committed to rural ministry and understands the challenges that it 

brings. 
• Is ready for the challenge of doing God’s work in the wider community, 

including the Methodist Chapels and the Village Halls. 
• Shows vision to strengthen the bonds within the churches of the 

benefice. 
• Is flexible in styles of worship and helping us to develop new styles of 

worship. 
• Is able to reach out to the growing holiday community in a chaplaincy 

style role. 
• It would also be desirable that that successful applicant has a sense of 

humour, good organisational skills and energy and enthusiasm for the 
position. 

 

 

 

In return, we feel we can offer: 
• Friendship and communion. 
• A huge amount of support and encouragement to our new incumbent 

in being an effective spiritual leader in our benefice community. 
• Openness to new ideas and approaches, enthusiasm for mission and a 

commitment to doing everything we can to show God’s presence in our 
community. 

• Well run PPC’s dedicated to the role of nurturing their church and its 
fabric. 

• Members with a range of knowledge, skills and expertise. 
• Ipstones and Butterton Churches meet their Parish share each year. 
• A dedicated team of experienced volunteers/lay readers. 
• Communities that offer support to the church. 



Introducing our Benefice 
Set in the beautiful Staffordshire Moorlands, Ipstones 
parish borders the Peak District National Park and is the 
largest parish by population, Onecote and Butterton are 
smaller settlements within the Peak District National Park. 
There are 4 Churches, St Leonard’s in Ipstones, St Mary 
and St John in Berkhamsytch, St Bartholomew’s in 
Butterton and St Luke’s in Onecote. 
The local market towns of Leek (7 miles) Cheadle (6 miles) 
Ashbourne (11 miles) and Buxton (10 miles) provide an 
excellent range of shopping opportunities. 
Rail services are accessible with main line connections in 
Stoke on Trent, Macclesfield, Buxton and Derby all less 
than 15 miles away. East Midlands Airport is also within 
easy reach. 
The area has an excellent three tier education system of 
Primary, Middle and High schools. There is also a College 
facility based in Leek and Buxton. The local towns of 
Cheadle and Leek offer a wide variety and breadth of 
learning for young people. 
The benefice is situated in outstanding countryside with 
tourism hotspots on the doorstep. Dovedale, Churnet 
Valley, Churnet Valley Railway, Rudyard Lake, Manifold 
Valley, and The Roaches for climbing enthusiasts as well as 
Alton Towers and many more. 



The vicarage 
The vicarage is situated in the parish of 
Ipstones. It is within a 2 minute walk 
from St Leonards, nestled at the edge of 
the village in a quiet country lane. 
The vicarage is a 5 bedroomed detached 
house and garage set in mature 
grounds. It is currently being 
refurbished, and comprises of a roomy 
office, two reception rooms, kitchen and 
utility room on the ground floor. 
Sizeable bedrooms and bathrooms can 
be found on the first floor. The property 
has gas central heating. 
A well kept garden surrounds the 
property and is mainly laid to lawn at 
the rear with flower/shrubs & borders 
alongside a spacious drive and parking 
area. 



Introduction to Ipstones 
We are a thriving, welcoming neighbourhood with lots of community 
groups, organisations, retail stores and social events. 
The village is 650 ft above sea level rising to 1150 ft at the northern 
boundary. The village centre is a conservation area. A number of small 
attractive property developments have sprung up over the last 30 years. 
The village centre boasts a Church of England School (4-9 years) a Day 
nursery called Tiny Tots which is a charity; managed and staffed 
predominantly by Ipstones residents. There is a shop with post office, 
and a family butchers. 
Ipstones also boasts a range of pubs and restaurants including The 
Marquis of Granby, Red Lion Inn and The Sea Lion Inn. 
In the south of the village there is a small industrial estate this is home to 
a substantial Country Store, where many of the local farmers get their 
supplies. The village also has a community Fire Station. 
A recreation ground and children's play area can be found next to the 
area where the annual Ipstones show is held every year. 
There is also a welcoming Methodist chapel nestling in the conservation 
area complementing our church St Leonard’s. 
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Introduction to Onecote 
St Luke’s is at the centre of the village and dates from 
1755. There are many houses in the centre of the village 
but the parish has many outlying dwellings as well. 
Some of the Georgian centre village houses are now 
holiday lets in the ever growing domestic holiday sector. 
There is a Village Hall which was formally the local 
school along with a newly refurbished thriving Public 
House which is renowned for good food. Along with a 
passionate Church community, and a friendly Methodist 
community with a chapel building. 
There are glorious views across the village to the south 
west of the Peaks, especially The Roaches, Ramshaw 
Rocks and Tittesworth from the ‘top of Morridge’. On a 
clear day you will be blessed with a wonderful view of 
the Wrekin or even Liverpool! 
Onecote is unique in that it still has multiple dairy farms 
and many of the congregants have strong farming links. 
As well as this Onecote has in the last few years become 
a honey pot to tourists keen to sample the delights of 
the Peak District . It is the narrowest and longest parish 
in the diocese! 
Onecote is a friendly stable and close knit community. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Map of Onecote cum Bradnop Parish provided by 
Lichfield 



 
 

Ecton Hill, near Butterton, is surrounded with the remnants of copper and lead 
mining. This only adds more beauty to this very attractive landscape. 
The post office had it’s first mention in 1892! Now it is open on a part time basis. 
Butterton was one of the many stops on the Leek and Manifold Valley Light 
Railway between 1904 and 1934. This was mainly used by farmers to get their 
milk off to market as soon as possible. The route of the railway is now the 
Manifold Valley a most popular tourist attraction. 

Introduction to Butterton 
Butterton is a picture post card village nestled within the Staffordshire 
Moorlands. A small village of around 250 people. It faces similar 
problems to other villages in the Peak District. Young people cannot 
afford to buy and so move out leaving less children in the village and an 
ageing population. 
Located high above the Manifold Valley. The local countryside is 
magnificent for walking, cycling and climbing. Within the Parish there is 
extensive holiday accommodation including self catering, B&B, camping 
barns and a campsite. 
The name comes from ‘butere’, meaning butter, and ‘dun’ meaning hill; 
given this name as the area had, and continues to have good pasture. 



Ipstones – St Leonard’s – A History 
Nothing is known of the early Church in Ipstones, except that a church 
existed on the site for many years. It is more probable that a Saxon church 
may have stood there as the Tympanum found on the south wall of the 
church may be Saxon in origin and is the only remnant now to be found of 
such a foundation. 
It is possible that before 1450, Ipstones church may have been a chapel of 
ease to Leek Parish. There seems to be some possibility that from 1450 to 
the dissolution of the monasteries (1539) Ipstones was serviced by clergy 
from Dieulacres Abbey. One record says that it was a chapel connected with 
Leek parish in 1553. 
In 1787 the building had fallen into a very dilapidated condition, so much so 
that it was necessary for the greater part of it to be taken down and rebuilt. 
It is somewhat curious that a bell was cast in 1779 and hung in the tower 
complete with full circle ringing fittings. The rebuilding was completed by 
1790 and consisted of the present Nave and Tower. The nave contained 
balconies and the pulpit was centrally placed, surrounded by three blocks 
of box pews. The Altar and chancel were small and relatively insignificant 
reflecting the theological outlook of the time. The vestry was in the base of 
the tower where the equivalent of the modern Parish Council met. 
The next recorded restoration took place in 1877. It is possible that the 
galleries were removed and the South porch added. 
In 1902 the present chancel was built; comprising chancel, vestry, and 
Organ area, mainly paid for by the then Vicar, Rev R H Goodacre Jnr as a 
memorial to his father who had been the previous Vicar. In 1923 the oak 
screen was erected, paid for by public subscription. 
For the Millennium, the kitchen area was provided in the tower base and 
the Vestry was enclosed. 2010 saw the completion of the much needed 
toilet attached to the north side of the tower. In 2017 a peal of six bells was 
installed in the Belfry comprising four redundant bells from Christ Church, 
Walcot, Bath, and the 1779 bell was recast into two bells. The bell frame 
was built locally and the whole installed by local labour. The graveyard 
closed many years ago, we now have a cemetery opposite the Church in the 
care of the Parish council. 



Community 
Community activities are largely 
held at the large Memorial Hall and 
include weekly senior citizen lunch, 
weekly lunch cafe and Doctors 
surgery. In addition there are 
numerous other events at the 
memorial hall including Pilates, 
Bowling, Women’s Institute; the list 
goes on! 
Every August a popular and well 
attended Agricultural show takes 
place on the substantial common. 
This has all the usual attractions of 
an agricultural show including 
animal and machinery displays. 
In September we hold a 5k road 
race and each December there is a 
Christmas Market held in Church 
Lane. 
Our monthly benefice magazine 
advertises many small businesses 
running from properties in the 
Benefice. 
Ipstones Church has; 
• 2 Church Wardens 
• 1 Retired priest 
• 3 Lay members experienced in 

delivering services 
• 9 PCC members 
• 2 x Organist’s 

 

Ipstones Memorial Hall 
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Ipstones Parish Church activities/groups 
• Baptisms 
• Bell ringers 
• Benefice Magazine (monthly) 
• Children and Parents monthly service (Lay led) 
• Charity Choir events 
• Christmas tree festival 
• Choir 
• Church Flower rota 

• Carol services 
• Coffee mornings 
• Concerts 
• Easter walk of witness 
• Family service 

• Flower festival 
• Floral decoration team 

• Fire Service chaplaincy 

• Fiends of St Leonards 
• Harvest Festival 
• Memorial services 
• Open Gardens/ Scarecrow festival 
• Pie and pea suppers 
• Prayer Cafe 

• Remembrance Sunday 

• School worship 

• Sung evensong 

• Weddings 



Our local First School – St Leonard’s 
St Leonard's is a Church School. There are just over 30 pupils in 4 classes. 
The age range is 5 – 9 years. Our minister is expected to take regular 
assemblies, and Services are held in Church for the Children on several 
occasions each year such as Asscensiontide, Easter, Harvest and Christmas. 
There is also the expectation that our minister will have a seat on the 
board of governors. 
 

The church & The community  

• The best attended services are the monthly ones for Parents and Children which regularly draw 35 – 40, many of whom 
do not attend other services. 

• Open Air Services have been held in the Playground of the former School building with Ipstones Methodist Church. 

• The Remembrance Day Services are attended by about 100 each year. 
• On Good Friday a Joint Walk of Witness and Service is held opposite the Village shop followed by a march to 

Noonsun Common and distribution of Hot Cross Buns. 

• The Christmas Eve Crib service draws a good congregation. 

• A Memorial Tree Service is held on the Car Park of the Red Lion during Advent. 
• The Christmas Tree Service held in Church at the beginning of Advent draws a remarkable attendance, a couple of years ago 

the Church became so full that people had to queue outside to wait for people to leave to make space for them. 
• Carols by candlelight at St Leonards Church is another very popular service which is well attended by the larger 

community. 



Worship 
1st Sunday 

11am - Children and Parents 
3.30pm - Evensong 

2nd Sunday 
11am - Holy Communion 

7.30 – Compline 
3rd Sunday 

11am - Family Service 
4th Sunday 

11am - Morning Prayer 
 

Bell Practice 
Choir Practice 

 

Pastoral care 
• The Church keeps in touch with those baptised by sending 

cards on the anniversary of their Baptism until they reach five. 
• The Church has regularly collected goods for Leek Food Bank. 
• The Vicar has been Chaplain to the Ipstones Fire Station and a 

very well attended Carol Service is held there each year. 
• The Friends of St Leonard's organise Concerts in Church also 

Medieval Banquets which are well attended by residents. On 
alternate years they organise Open Gardens and Scarecrow 
Festivals. 
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Challenges specific to Ipstones & hopes 
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• Improving our work with young people and adolescents, to maintain the link between school and church and God’s family. 



• Keeping families engaged with the church, attending services, social events and activities. 
• Encourage more new people moving to the villages to become part of the life of our churches 



   

Mission Church, Berkhamsytch – St Mary and St John 
A Church built within a year! Mr George Mycock, a local farmer promised a quarter 
of an acre beside the main road in 1906, as a site of a Mission Church. Two months 
later – parishioners and friends had given or promised £83. 15. 0, and the building 
of the church had begun. By September it was reported that the church walls were 
complete and the roof nearly complete. Many people had promised various articles 
such as Altar, linen, seat, candlesticks, lamps and so on. On 19th October 1907 the 
Bishop of Lichfield, in the presence of a full church (many having to stand outside), 
dedicated the Mission Church to St Mary and St John. 

 



 

 

 
 

A History of Onecote 
Onecote, means a remote cottage. The original settlement was possibly linked with Croxden Abbey and had a grange apparently by 1223. 
Farmsteads appeared from the middle ages onwards, by the end of the 1600’s there was a pub, by the end of the 1700’s the Church had been 
built and by the end of the 1800’s there was a Post Office, but never has there been a shop! 
The village really began to grow in the 1800’s with the development of around nine copper mines. 
The parish of Onecote was, until 1862 a chapelry within the very much larger parish of St Edward’s Leek. The original chapel sufficed for 80 years 
but by 1836 it was decided that alterations were necessary as there were not enough seating’s. A bell tower, chancel and porch were added 
which gave more room in the main body of the church to accommodate more people. In 1907 restoration work was carried out on the interior of 
the building which included the replacement of the pews. 
Since then, the only major work to be done has been the incorporation of the William Morris stained glass windows from the vicarage in 1973. 
Onecote has a strong sense of community as many families in the village can trace their lineage for many generations. 



 

Onecote Church Building 
One of the major beauties of our beloved church are the stained glass 
windows. They were installed into the church in 1973, coming from the 
vicarage when it was sold off. These wonderful pieces are of the Burne 
Jones/William Morris school and were very likely to have been made 
by them as the lady featured in two of them is the wife of Daniel 
Rosetti who often modelled for Morris. These windows are a delight 
and compliment the overall simplicity of this church. 
Beginning at the entrance to the church a clockwise walk around first 
brings to your attention a large painting of Moses receiving the 10 
Commandments with Aaron and Joshua; dated 1755. The World War 
One memorial not only gives the names of those who died but also the 
49 other who served. 
The Chancel itself has a set of three windows showing, men ploughing, 
reaping and sowing. Also from the Vicarage. Two other features to 
mention inside the church are the marble font with ornate carved 
cover at the rear of the church, inscribed “ye must be born again” and 
the balcony which, since 1907, has housed the organ. 
The tower, housing one bell, was the major part of the 1836/7 work in 
which many of the parishioners had a hand either carting stone and 
other materials from nearby Ipstones Common and Morridge or 
labouring. 
The graveyard around the church has been the last resting place for 
the people of Onecote for over 200 years, many of the families 
remaining in the parish for generations as the names on some of the 
headstones show. Now closed and in the hands of the Local Authority, 
the cemetery used today is further along the lane towards Bradnop. 
In the past 2 years we have managed to fund a roof renovation and are 
in the process of purchasing under pew heaters which we hope will 
warm you to our church. This has all been accomplished by on going 
support from the community and generous memorial donations. 
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Congregation 
For a relatively small parish, Onecote has a steady encouraging attendance. There are 29 on the Electoral Roll. Special services such as the Crib Service on Christmas 
Eve have a high attendance. Regular church services are attended on an ad hoc basis. 
Pastoral care 
Moorlands Church News is hand delivered by members of the lay community. Other lay community services include the ministry of flowers; where flowers and cards 
are given to newcomers, births, bereaved, and the sick. This is an area we would like to grow in the future. 
As we are a tight knit community much of the pastoral care in Onecote is implicit. We would welcome this becoming more explicit. 
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Worship 
Weekly services at Onecote are held at 9.45am. Onecote continues to have weekly church services during the interregnum. Services in the 
past few years have fallen into a set pattern of more traditional services. We have on average three Holy Communions and one Morning 
Prayer per month. However in the past the congregation has enjoyed Rogation Sunday walks with lunches, Patronal saints service outside 
the church, Open Air services, Summer BBQ, Pet Services and Songs of Praise. We are keen for many of these activities to continue or be 
rejuvenated and we would look to you for further inspiration. 

Photograph kindly donated by the Leek Post and Times 

Community 
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The local community support all the fundraising events. A good turn out is enjoyed in the village. The community work together with the 
Village Hall and Chapel on a multitude of fundraising events. Which are always joyful and uniting. There is an annual Lent Lunch which is 
hosted at a parishioner’s home. This gives the community a welcome opportunity of fellowship. The benefice magazine – the Moorlands 



Church news has a section for Onecote where local events and service times are published. 



Fundraising Events 
The following events are very well attended by a wider community reaching further than the 
benefice. 
There is a monthly pub quiz held locally. One of the local lay community creates a 
stimulating quiz on the last Monday of the month. There are many attendees and this raises 
a lot for the upkeep of the church and contributes to the Parish Share. 
Flower Festival - Held on the first Bank Holiday weekend in May. Themes in the last few 
years have focused on the parables, jubilee, women of the bible and colours of the rainbow. 
Money raised from the Flower Festival goes towards daily running costs and Parish Share. 
100 Club – The lay community works hard every summer to get contributions towards the 
fabric fund. 100 people across the parish and ‘friends’ of the parish pay £12 a year. Half of 
the money raised stays with the church and many winners choose to donate their prizes back 
to the fabric fund. 
Murder Mystery – held biannually; there is optional fancy dress and volunteers take on the 
role of suspects during a three course meal, this event in new to our parish but seems to 
have gone down well and raised a large amount of money for the ongoing up keep of the 
church and Parish Share. 
Safari Night – we have had many safari nights in the past few years. Different members of 
the community host various courses at their homes. There is a good attendance from the 
neighbourhood and we raise funds for the ongoing up keep and Parish Share. 
Harvest Pie Supper – The pie supper has been held for as long as time. Local butchers from 
Leek make the pies and again members of the community donate various puddings for 
dessert. There is an auction of local produce. Again this event turns a tidy profit which goes 
towards the Parish Share and upkeep of the church. 
Summer Fete – The annual summer fete is held in the grounds of the Grange farm. We have 
all the usual attractions including raffle, tombola, cream tea and bar. There are also ferret 
runs, pets corner, quad bikes and burgers. The main attraction is a vintage tractor/motor 
exhibition which has grown since we began this in the last few years. When possible we also 
organise local dance groups to come and perform such as the Leek ladies Morris dancers. 
Monies raised from this go towards the Parish Share and up keep of the church. 
Christmas Tree Festival – The Christmas events put on by St. Luke’s are some of the best 
attended in the year. The festival begins with carols around the tree with a visit from Santa 
for the young and mulled wine and mince pies for the adults. Different members of the 
community bring and decorate Christmas trees in church. Recent themes have been about 
the centenary of World War One, Victorian Christmas and this year our theme was ‘Winter 
Wonderland’. There is also a songs of praise held to close the festival on the Sunday evening. 
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Monies raised from this go towards the Parish Share and up keep of the church. Photograph kindly donated by the Leek Post and Times 



Challenges 
• Fundraising – we have been unable to meet the Parish Share since Bradnop parish contribution was passed onto Onecote. 

Sometimes we feel all we do for the local community is ask them for money. We can find this very disheartening when we 
should be more focused on spreading the word of God. The two have become disconnected over the past few years. 

• Attendance – we have really struggled with regular church attendance at Onecote. This has been an issue for many years. 
• Too few people doing the work – The PCC is relatively small and the fundraising done is totally organised and deployed by the 8 

members of the PCC and their immediate family. 
• Increasing number of holiday lets – Over the past five years the number of holiday lets have doubled in our small parish. Many 

of these are the result of converted barns, but some were formerly homes. There are at least 6 holiday lets in the village centre. 
• Lack of younger adults – the village has a mainly adult population with few younger children or babies. 
• Scattered congregation – as previously stated the parish is the most narrow and long in the diocese. Most members of the PCC 

actually live outside of parish boarders. 
• Loss of Bradnop support – In 2015 the church at Bradnop was formerly closed. Two of the Bradnop congregation have come to 

Onecote instead, but we have also lost some to Churches in the town of Leek. 
Onecote Hopes for the future 
We want someone to regenerate our parish, to spend time and make new friends, to support our development, to encourage our 
efforts, and of course ultimately to bring us closer to our Lord. 
We want our future incumbent to nurture and sustain our congregation both mentally and spiritually. Someone who will not only 
commune with God in the parish at services but will be there with the community regularly and be a focal presence in the village – our 
friend. 
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Onecote cum Bradnop 
The parish of Bradnop is linked with Onecote. 
Bradnop is a hamlet in the Staffordshire 
Moorlands, on the edge of the Peak District, 
located a few miles south east of the market 
town of Leek. 
It is a scattered agricultural community where 
the farming is mainly dairy and sheep. Within 
the community are several holiday cottages. 
The older farms date back to the 17th and 18th 

centuries and are constructed of local stone 
also there are several newer individual houses 
in the centre but no developments. 

 

 

In the centre of the village in School lane is the old school which closed in 1978 and is now 
used as the village hall for community events such as film nights, bowls, Women's Institute, 
Spinners and Weavers, an annual Christmas tree festival, Christmas Carols, and plant sale plus 
other fundraising events throughout the year. 
Church services were held in school until 1990 when the Anglicans joined with the Methodists 
to form an Ecumenical church holding services in the chapel next to the school. The chapel 
closed a few years ago and has been sold for a private dwelling. 
The railway from Leekbrook to Waterhouses with a station at Bradnop was closed 1935 but 
instead was used to transport limestone until 1989. It has been preserved by the Churnet 
Valley Railway and tourist trains run once a month. There is an infrequent bus service running 
along the main road to Ashbourne and Ipstones. In the nearby area is a café/farm shop, an 
equestrian centre, small wildlife park for small animals, and an RSBP Reserve. 



St Bartholomew's Butterton Church Building 
 
There has been a church on the present site since its foundation in 1254. 
Parish Registers date from 1746. Various rebuilds have taken place over 
the years. The present building dates back to 1871. The building 
programme lasted two years. The east window and the spire were added 
a few years later as gifts in memory of a local family. The church is grade 
II listed. 

 
St Bartholomew's was transferred to the Benefice of Ipstones with 
Berkhamsytch and Onecote-cum-Bradnop in June 2018. Prior to this 
date it was part of the Alstonefield Benefice. 

 
In 2018 our bells project came to fruition with the Bishop of Stafford 
attending to hallow our 6 bells (3 of which are original) prior to them 
being hoisted up into the tower. This was enabled by a significant 
amount of fundraising and a successful Heritage Lottery bid. 

 

Financially we have always managed to pay our parish share but it is an 
ongoing challenge. 

 

Congregation 
We are rightly proud of our beautiful church and our well maintained 
churchyard. We have a small but committed PCC with an average 
Sunday attendance of 7. 
Villagers are generally very supportive of the church even if they don’t 
attend services. 



   
 
 
 

Parish of Butterton – Doubly Thankful 
 

Butterton is a Doubly Thankful Village; so named because all of our serving personnel returned from both World Wars. 
We are one of only 23 Doubly Thankful Villages in the country. 
Butterton holds quite a unique place because of this and has been the focus of media attention on more than one occasion. 
Appearances have been made on BBC Midlands Today, BBC The One Show, and BBC Radio Stoke transmitted our 
Remembrance Services in 2014 and 2018. 



 

 

St Bartholomew's Butterton Worship 
 

Mission Statement for St 
Bartholomew’s: 

 
“To be a beacon for Christ in our rural 

community as we seek to provide a 
place of hospitality, a sense of history 
and a source of hope and renewal in 

times of change.” 
 

The church is open on a daily basis and 
as well as regular services hosts 
biannual History Group events, our 
annual afternoon tea and fellowship 
fundraising event and our annual 
Wakes day service on August Bank 
Holiday Monday. 

 
Monthly services include a service of 
Holy Communion and an evening 
worship. 



St Bartholomew's Butterton – Our Community 
The village hall, formerly the local school, is a busy hub of activity used for 
parties, weddings and funeral groups and also by various committees such 
as the Parish Council & Women's Institute. It is also a useful venue for the 
Harvest Supper and Auction and the aforementioned Wakes celebrations. 

 
Over the last few years Butterton has lost it’s shop and butchers but our 
local pub, just across the road from the church, is under new management 
and offers a great opportunity for community involvement. 
In the past four years we have had two interregnums; this is now our third. 
As a result of this we have developed a capable lay team. 

 

Pastoral Care 
Our lay team minsters to parishioners through informal means of 
neighbourly visits and offers of support in times of adversity and backing 
in times of success. 
The parish is close and there are deep bonds of friendship within it. 
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Fun and Fundraising in Butterton: 
Our Wakes celebrations commemorate St 
Bartholomew and begin with a service in Church 
and the crowning of our Wakes queen. This is 
followed by a procession to the village hall for an 
afternoon of fun and activities designed to raise 
funds for the village hall and church. Our Lottery 
Ball fundraises on a regular basis. 

 

Butterton History Group 
Eight years ago saw the formation of Butterton 
History Group. The research and interests of the 
Group are divided between Church History, Local 
History and Family History. Twice a year the 
Group holds events in the church which are very 
well attended. The Spring event showcases 
research done over the previous twelve months 
and the Autumn event is based on a theme. Over 
time we have amassed a large collection of 
archives including transcriptions of all Baptisms, 
Marriages and Burials since the mid 1700’s. 
There is a Visitor’s Book in Church where people 
can record their family details if they have visited 
for family history research purposes. 
There are two booklets available for sale in 
church. One contains a brief history of the Church 
itself and the other is specifically about our 
church bells. 
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Success in recent years for Butterton include: 
• Larger events are always well attended e.g. 

occasional ‘offices’, Baptisms, Weddings and 
Funerals etc. 

• The Bell Ringing Training opportunity is a great 
asset. 

• A continuity of Leadership - all PCC members have 
been ‘on board’ for a while. 

• Committed worshippers (those who attend at 
present). 

• Our Church is central to many community events. 
• The Church is open daily. 
• Hospitality. 
• There is good communication of local events etc. in 

the Newsletter, Doubly Thankful Facebook page, 
Village website. 

• There is a regular service pattern. 
• The churchyard is something to be proud of. It is 

well maintained through the Churchyard 
Maintenance Team. Many donations to the Mower 
Fund shows the interest and appreciation from 
‘outside’. 

• St Bartholomew’s is featured on the website ‘A 
Church Near You’. 

• Resident organist. 

 

Butterton’s Challenges: 
• Improving our work with young people and 

adolescents, to maintain the link to church and 
God’s family. 

• Keeping families engaged with the church, 
attending services, social events and activities. 

• Encourage more new people moving to the villages 
to become part of the life of our churches. 

• The fact that the church is a cold place to come to 
in bad weather affects attendance of older 
worshippers. 

• St Bartholomew’s has a small group of older, 
mainly female, worshippers who attend on a 
regular basis. 

• Churchyard maintenance. 

 
Hopes for the Future: 
• Men's Breakfast Club. 
• A larger worshipping community. 
• Reinstate the Nativity. 
• Musical events to be held in Church. 
• Memorial Garden. 
• Formation of a choir. 
• Lent groups in Butterton. 
• Encourage more younger people/more 

people in general. 
• Resurrect the Holiday Club and the Nativity. 
• Creation of a Mother and Toddler Group. 
• Re- established Healing service as part of 

Evening Worship. 
 
 
 
 
 



How to apply: 

All enquiries and requests for an application form should be made to Gemma 
Trueman (The Bishop of Stafford’s PA) at gemma.trueman@lichfield.anglican.org 

 
 

mailto:gemma.trueman@lichfield.anglican.org


Appendix 
Average Church attendance for the last three years: 

 

 Ipstones Butterton Onecote 

2019 33 7 6 

2018 34 8 5 

2017 37 8 6 

Number or Baptisms, Weddings & Funerals for the last three years: 

 Ipstones Butterton Onecote 

 Baptisms Weddings Funerals Baptisms Weddings Funerals Baptisms Weddings Funerals 

2019 9 3 10 3 2 5 2 1 3 

2018 5 5 10 3 0 4 4 2 3 

2017 8 5 14 2 1 4 7 3 3 
 



 



  

BUTTERTON PARISH CHURCH     

ANNUAL ACCOUNTS      

      

OPENING BALANCES 2018 2017 2016 2015 
      

 Cash in hand 77.04 30.02 29.20 93.51 
      

 Current Account 41,877.40 3,185.50 5,029.47 5,911.28 
      

 Reserve Account 25,726.41 81,246.36 39,929.05 39,909.08 
      

      

 TOTAL 67,680.85 84,461.88 44,987.72 45,913.87 

 INCOME 2018     

      

 Church Fund 2,119.14 1,515.86 445.64 671.70 
 Afternoon Tea 255.35 465.05 363.53 378.00 
 Bells fund 2,230.00 5,119.31 6.63 322.50 
 Bells £500 Draw 1,010.00    

 Carol service    33.00 
 Chocolate Bingo  186.70 266.00  

 Christmas concert 127.69 146.04 290.17  

 Christmas draw tickets 430.00 300.00 394.00 361.00 
 11/11 celebration 209.40    

 Silver band donations Concert 100.00    

 DAC Fees 155.00 280.00   

 Get rid sale    265.70 
 Gift Aid Tax Refund  294.57  221.17 
 Gift Day Envelopes mower fund 91.00 211.00 269.70 
 Grant from SMDC     

 Harvest sale in church     

 Harvest Supper 669.00 743.50 633.20 614.15 
 Interest on reserve acc 33.31 10.11 17.31  

 Lent lunch  130.20   

 Lottery balls 1,413.00 1,468.00 1,485.00 1,473.00 
 Minister assigned fees 304.00 401.00 637.00 1,167.00 
 Mower fund 2,655.68 205.00 195.00 427.09 
 Newsletter   30.00 93.00 
 Keltek donation (Thankful bell)  5,914.50   

 Offertory (Sunday services) 700.54 403.40 818.70 741.16 
 Other Offertories     

 PCC Fees 1,364.00 1,824.00 1,649.00 2,549.00 
 Organist 240.00 180.00 255.00 405.00 
 Tower Fund 627.16    

 Ukelele concert     

 Verger 100.00 125.00 100.00 175.00 
 VAT Refund 8,923.08 3,982.26   

 Wakes 1,109.73 739.26 515.00 538.31 
 Wall safe 62.54 34.45 42.21 38.43 
      

TOTAL INCOME 24,838.62 24,559.21 8,354.39 10,743.91 
 Heritage Lottery Grant 33,840.00  42,300.00  

  58,678.62  50,654.39  

      

Examined by Mrs Susan Evans   

Date     

      

 


