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SECTION 1 – THE DIOCESE OF LEEDS
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SECTION 2 - SUMMARY
The Buildings:
 The Grade II* listed Church building is in reasonable condition but further work is needed now
that heating has been installed so experience with capital projects and grant funding would be
an advantage
 A large flexible space with a seating capacity of 200/250 suitable for not only usual worship
and civic services, but also hosting a wide range of church social and community events
 The Centre has recently been refurbished and is used for child care and hired to community
groups but needs further development
The Location and Vicarage:
 The parish has an excellent modern vicarage in a quiet cul-de-sac within minutes of the
Church
 The parish is in a good location with lots of amenities and excellent road, rail and bus
transport links
 Local primary and secondary schools with good reputation and is ideal for family life
 We recognise the stresses of modern leadership in the church and support our priest
regarding holidays and training.
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SECTION 3 – OUR PARISH
Location: The town of Ossett and village of Gawthorpe are close to the M1 and M62 road
networks making it a good location to live for those who work in nearby cities such as Wakefield,
Leeds, Sheffield and Manchester. There are also good public transport links, both bus and rail; and
the local primary and secondary schools have excellent reputations.
Ossett is a market town within the metropolitan district of the City of Wakefield, West Yorkshire
and together with Gawthorpe village they have a strong sense of community and their own
identity; both have excellent amenities for all ages and there is a mix of housing and socio
economic groupings. There are also a number of industrial areas, mainly in the service sector,
providing local employment.
History: Ossett has been served by chapels and churches since 1409 and the original Church was in
the town centre but, with the population growth, a larger building was needed. The current
church, Trinity, was built in 1865 on the outskirts of the town. With its size and scale it has become
a well-known landmark and has been likened to a miniature cathedral.
Parish Background: The parish of Ossett & Gawthorpe was formed in 2002 with the amalgamation
of Holy Trinity, Ossett and St Mary’s, Gawthorpe and Chickenley Heath; this followed agreement
by both PCC's that this was the most effective way of serving the people of Ossett and Gawthorpe;
as a result St. Mary’s Church was closed and the two congregations successfully merged. The
Patron of the parish is the Rector of Dewsbury.
With new energy, and new vision the Church building was refurbished and developed as a flexible,
large space suitable for a variety of congregational and community needs; in parallel, the Trinity
Centre building was developed for community use, with two halls, a fully equipped kitchen, full
disabled access facilities and a small office.
In 2003, the Churchyard at Trinity was closed to new burials, except for existing spaces and is now
maintained by Wakefield Council, and two new Gardens of Remembrance were also created.
Our parish covers the northern two-thirds of Ossett plus the whole of Gawthorpe, with a
population of around 16,000 people. We are one of two Anglican Churches in the town; the other
is Christ Church, South Ossett, both are currently part of the Wakefield Deanery, in the Wakefield
Episcopal Area of the Diocese of Leeds. Looking to the future, we recognise both churches will
need to work together to share resources, which will include our stipendiary ordained ministry
provision. We have been fortunate thus far in having our own parish priest and circumstances
today mean this is a luxury not able to be enjoyed by many churches. Sharing a priest in charge,
we look forward to all that will mean in opportunities to develop local lay ministry as we look to
the future.
Governance: Ossett & Gawthorpe Parochial Church Council (PCC) has the responsibility of cooperating with the priest, in promoting the mission of the Church – pastoral, evangelistic, social,
and ecumenical – and it is entrusted with the care of Trinity Church and its ancillary buildings. In
September 2013, the PCC voted not to consider resolutions A, B or C. The PCC has accepted the
Wakefield Area Mission and Pastoral Committee’s recommendation of the Bishop to suspend the
living for a period of 5 years. We have Enabling Groups, made up of both members of the PCC,
and the congregation with the Priest in Charge and Church Wardens ex-officio within each group.
The groups have specific roles and are responsible and accountable to the PCC, these roles
include: worship; children and young people; the childcare business; buildings and grounds; and
the wider church. This is an important way in which anyone can play their part and use their
abilities in the life of the church.
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SECTION 4 - OUR CHURCH
SECTION 4A – PEOPLE
The main office bearers are: Deacon: - Anthea Shackleton (Local Ordained Minister with Permission to Officiate)
Retired Priests: - Revd. Marion Gaskell and Revd. Alice Snowden (Permission to Officiate)
Church Army (Retired): – Ken Gaskell
PCC Lay Chair and Reader: - Duncan Smith
Reader: - Linda Musgreave
Church Wardens: - Peter Holden
Music Co-ordinator: - Nicky Fleming
PCC Treasurer: - Duncan Smith
PCC Secretary: - Marian Holden
Parish Administrator: - Donna Nestor
Business and Finance Manager: - Victoria Hunter


Our normal worship pattern is to meet on Sunday at 10.00am for all age Holy Communion
service, except for the second Sunday of the month when Holy Communion is held at
8.30am, followed at 10am by a Service of the Word for families. We have a Mid- Week
Communion on Wednesdays.



Also, normally on Sunday we offer creative activity for children from 10-11.15am, with
experienced adults. This begins in TrinityCentre and then children join parents later in
Church during the service. Every fourth Sunday, TrinityFamilies meets from 4pm-5.30pm in
the TrinityCentre offering activities, stories, songs and food. This provides a relaxed
atmosphere for families to worship and socialise together making new friends and learning
more about God and offers an alternative way of engaging with TrinityChurch.



During the pandemic, we have offered a range of online live and recorded services via
social media platforms and YouTube.



We are a welcoming and inclusive church and our congregation comprises a mixed age
range from babies to people in 90+ who have a variety of opinions, tastes, musical
preference, and social backgrounds. Prior to the pandemic, the average Sunday attendance
was 67 adults; 47 were adult communicants, and 14 children under 16, the youngest being
1 year old and eldest 10 years old.



We have 106 people on the electoral roll, of which some 30% live outside the parish.



Churchmanship: Open Evangelical



Courses such as “Leading Your Church Into Growth” have been run, but with limited
response. Prior to the pandemic we have delivered baptism preparation meetings and a
prayer meeting on Mondays. A bell ringing group practice on a Thursday night and ring on a
Sunday morning.



There are 6 ministry teams made up of a mixture of people, old and young, and new
parishioners. Their role is to offer pastoral care to their team to ensure all are welcomed,
nurtured and encouraged to take an active part in Parish. On their duty Sunday each team
provide: bible readers, intercessors, chalice administrators, welcomers, refreshments etc.



A small-dedicated group of volunteers take on various tasks, from laundering altar cloths,
completing Baptism certificates, hosting Bible or focus groups and preparing service sheets.



Our aim is to promote growth of individuals in their Christian journey and to share
fellowship with one another. To offer practical and prayerful support to all those in
physical, emotional and spiritual need. To provide home visits, hospital visits, and home
communion visits where required.
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SECTION 4 B - COMMUNITY


In 2019 we have had 5 weddings, 37 baptisms, 32 funerals – no weddings took place during
2020 due to the pandemic.



Prior to the pandemic, the following groups normally meet in Trinity Centre:
o Trinity Tots and Babies
o TrinityChildcare
o Youth Theatre Group
o Ukulele group
o Pilates group
o Keep fit group
o Historical Society
o Women’s Institute
o Diddykicks – football

Prior to the pandemic, the following activities were in place:
 Home communion to members of the congregation by members of the Ministry teams.


Links with schools, Holy Trinity, Flushdyke and Gawthorpe Academy. We host special
services such as Easter, Christmas and Harvest.



Holy Communion to 2 independent living schemes and a nursing and residential home all
within the parish. Links with local Foodbank (Resource), we are a collection point and 2
members of congregation volunteer on a regular basis.



The Alpha and Omega Club is based at the Trinity Centre and it provides Ofsted registered
before and after school care for children in the local area. It operates in two primary
schools Monday-Friday [during term time]; Holy Trinity and Gawthorpe Academy. During
the school holidays Trinity Childcare provides a holiday club.



The Bethany group meet on the last Saturday of every month 12.30-4.30pm in the Trinity
centre, providing an opportunity for anyone to share a simple meal to enjoy some gentle
activities including an optional prayerful reflection session. It is particular suitable for
people who are going through a difficult or stressful period in their lives or those who are
depressed, anxious, lonely, isolated or bereaved. There is also a weekly 'drop-in' on a
Wednesday from 1-3pm in the Trinity Centre.
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SECTION 4 C – BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS
Oversight: The upkeep and maintenance of our buildings is overseen by a Buildings and Grounds
Enabling Group who meet 4/5 times a year and report regularly to the PCC. They also consider,
plan and develop capital projects and search for possible funding sources.
The Church: Built in an English Gothic style in 1865 and designed by William Crossland, it is a
Grade II* listed building. The main features include: 226ft spire, one of the tallest in Yorkshire; a 16
bell Belfry, allowing a unique 15 bell peal; magnificent stained glass windows; an Isaac Abbott
organ; an original four faced Potts turret clock; and significant Last Supper reredos, pulpit and
stone carvings.
Over the last 15 years considerable work has been carried out in partnership with Historic England
and other funders. This has included the restoration and repair of: the roof; masonry; spire repointing; both the East and West principle windows; new electrical wiring and lighting; and in July
2019 a new heating system was installed which means it can be used throughout the year.
Considerable further work remains to be done, including: internal re-decoration; re-ordering the
entrance lobby; repairs to the high and low level guttering. These have been highlighted in the
Quinquennial Inspection carried out in October 2020. Priorities need to be established and
funding secured. Thus annual repairs continue to be needed to various parts of this large building;
which is a drain on our finances although where possible we try to obtain grants.
The Centre and Parish Office: Built in the Church grounds in 1989, it was fully refurbished in 2013.
The Centre has two modern multi-function rooms, full kitchen and disabled facilities.
The office is based in a Portacabin and this needs to be replaced or the office re-located in the
near future. Again this will be dependent on finding suitable funding and location.
The Vicarage: The Vicarage consists of a large detached four-bedroom house, with a separate
study, an integral garage, all in good condition. Standing in its own established garden, it is a short
five-minute walk away from the Church in a quiet residential cul-de-sac.
Trinity Churchyard: This 5½ acre site surrounds the Church; it contains many Victorian monuments
and has nearly 16,000 graves including 15 war graves.
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SECTION 4 D - FINANCES
As a Church we are thankful to God for all he has provided for us and we recognise that each of us
can make a significant contribution through our persistent prayers, our generous giving and our
faithful support.
 As custodians of a Grade II* listed building we will always have to make sure we have a financial
strategy to manage maintenance works.
 During 2020, the pandemic significantly impacted our income from our usual income streams
detailed below. Due to vastly reduced income from these sources and a lack of available
unrestricted reserves; unfortunately we were unable to pay any of our Parish Share payment in
2020.
 In addition, our church finances have been under pressure over the last few years with the
passing of a number of long standing and generous members of the congregation. Trends of
‘planned giving’ have continued on a downward trend over the past 5 years.
 We would very much prefer to be in a position where regular giving forms a larger part of our
income rather than depending on other sources of income and fund-raising.
 The church normally supplements its income through hire of TrinityCentre, which is normally
widely used by the local community as well as our own TrinityChildcare the church’s ‘wrap
around’ before and after school childcare provision. Following government directives on
closing schools and childcare settings during the pandemic, we had to bring an orderly closure
to our childcare provision until the public health situation improves and we can re-open. All our
employed staff are currently on 'Furlough’ and the Parish Office is closed.


Due to the above, it is very difficult to know how much the PCC are going to be able to
contribute to the Parish Share in 2021 given the context of our main income sources being
closed down. However, wherever possible, the PCC will endeavour to contribute what it can
once the restrictions are relaxed and things are able to start up again.

 A stewardship campaign was held with the aim of encouraging the congregation to review their
giving. There remains potential to increase income through more teaching on giving,
particularly for newer members of the congregation. There has been active encouragement for
people to join the Parish Giving Scheme, whilst also reviewing the amount of their giving.


The previous Priest’s expenses were met in full.



The PCC allocates 5% of its income to charitable causes, and has achieved this in recent years.
The Wider Church Enabling Group proposes local, national, and international charities each
year for these funds to be distributed to, whilst other charities are contributed to on a more adhoc basis.
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SECTION 5 – THE WIDER CHURCH


Informal relationships with other churches include Ossett Christians Together whose vision is
to see the Churches in Ossett working together and supporting each other. To reach out into
our community with God's love. Its mission is to support God's work in His world through
sharing and caring for Ossett & Gawthorpe and its people.
It meets at Christ Church South Ossett, in the Parish Centre on the 3rd Tuesday of each month
at 7-30pm - Events include: Christian Unity Service Walk of Witness – Good Friday Dawn
service – Easter Day Regular meetings with other clergy in Ossett; Ossett Christmas Lights
switch on and Remembrance Sunday



TrinityChurch has a long history and connection with the traditions and heritage of our local
community. The Church is involved through the Gawthorpe Maypole Committee in organising,
running, and participating in the May Day celebrations that date back 146 years and are based
around the permanent Maypole in Gawthorpe village (one of only 3 in the UK) and the famous
World Coal Carrying Championship dating back 57 years.
The May Queen service is held at TrinityChurch on the first Sunday in May and our previous
Priest was a past president of the Maypole Committee. A number of the congregation are
current Maypole Committee Members and Trustees of the Maypole Committee land.

12

13

14

15

