
Collingham with Harewood  
and 

Spofforth with Kirk Deighton, Follifoot 
and Little Ribston 

 

 

 

  

Joint Parish Brochure 

All Saints’ Church, Spofforth 

All Saints’ Church, 

Kirk Deighton 

St. Joseph & St. James’ 

Church, Follifoot 

St. Oswald’s Church, Collingham with Harewood 

St. Helen’s Church, Little Ribston 



 
1. 

 

Contents 

Foreword .............................................................................................................. 2 

The Diocese of Leeds ............................................................................................ 3 

Summary of Our Vacancy ..................................................................................... 4 

The Two Parishes .................................................................................................. 6 

Collingham with Harewood ................................................................................................... 6 

Parish of Spofforth with Kirk Deighton (including Follifoot and Little Ribston) .................... 8 

Our New Priest ..................................................................................................... 9 

We Seek a Priest who is: ........................................................................................................ 9 

And who will: ......................................................................................................................... 9 

About the Benefices ........................................................................................... 10 

St Oswald’s Collingham ........................................................................................................ 10 

Spofforth, Kirk Deighton, Follifoot and Little Ribston ......................................................... 14 

The Communities ................................................................................................................. 15 

All Saints’ Spofforth ............................................................................................................. 16 

All Saints’ Kirk Deighton ....................................................................................................... 17 

St Joseph & St James’ Follifoot ............................................................................................ 18 

St Helen’s Little Ribston ....................................................................................................... 18 

Worship in the four churches .............................................................................................. 19 

Finances .............................................................................................................. 21 

Finances for Collingham with Harewood ............................................................................. 21 

Finances for Spofforth ......................................................................................................... 21 

Appendices: ........................................................................................................ 22 

Appendix A: Accounts Summary: Collingham with Harewood 2020 (unaudited)............... 22 

Appendix B: Accounts Summary: All Saints’ Church Spofforth 2019 .................................. 23 

Appendix C: Accounts Summary: All Saints’ Kirk Deighton 2019 ........................................ 24 

Appendix D: Accounts Summary: St Joseph and St James’ Follifoot  2019 ......................... 25 

Appendix E: Accounts Summary:  St Helen’s Little Ribston  2019 ....................................... 26 

 



 
2. 

 

Foreword 
 

 

We would like to thank you for showing an interest in St Oswald’s Collingham with 

Harewood, together with Spofforth with Kirk Deighton, Follifoot and Little Ribston. 

We believe that our parish brochure is a good reflection of what goes on in our parishes and 

that you will be encouraged by what we are doing here in God’s name.  Both parishes are 

praying that the right person will be led to us; as you read this brochure please think and 

pray about whether that right person might be you. 

We can only give a flavour of who we are as combined parishes, not a comprehensive 

picture.  However, we are warm and welcoming and, most importantly, wanting to move 

forward and grow in our faith and congregations, following the promptings of the Holy 

Spirit. 

St Oswald’s Collingham 
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The Diocese of Leeds  
The Diocese comprises five Episcopal Areas.  This is now one of the largest Dioceses in the 

country and its creation is unprecedented in the history of the Church of England.  It covers 

an area of around 2,425 square miles and a population of around 2,642,400 people.   

The three former Dioceses were created in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries to 

cater for massive population changes brought about by industrialisation and, later, 

extensive immigration.  The Diocese of Leeds comprises major cities (Bradford, Leeds, 

Wakefield), large industrial and post-industrial towns (Halifax, Huddersfield, Dewsbury), a 

spa town (Harrogate), market towns (Skipton, Ripon, Richmond and Wetherby), and deeply 

rural areas (the Dales).  The Diocese serves an area that fully represents the diversity and 

challenges of contemporary British society.  It is a stimulating environment in which both to 

exercise ministry and develop a career. 

The Diocesan Bishop, The Rt Revd Nick Baines, is assisted by five Area Bishops (Bradford, 

Huddersfield, Kirkstall, Wakefield and Ripon) and five Archdeacons (Bradford, Halifax, Leeds, 

Pontefract, Richmond & Craven).  Both parishes are in the Harrogate Deanery within the 

Ripon and Craven Archdeaconry, under the leadership of the Bishop of Ripon, The Rt Revd 

Dr Helen-Ann Hartley. 

The Diocesan vision is one of “Christians and clergy, growing churches, transforming 

communities and so helping share the Good News of Jesus Christ across our Diocese”.  The 

Diocese seeks to appoint clergy who have a joyful and confident faith which has already 

inspired a track record of church growth, both numerically and spiritually. 
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Summary of Our Vacancy 
The person appointed will have overall responsibility for invigorating and growing Christian 

witness and service within both parishes and, therefore, provides an exciting and 

challenging opportunity for the successful applicant. 

The parishes are not physically connected, the parish of Collingham with Harewood lies to 

the south of the River Wharfe, next to and south of the market town of Wetherby in West 

Yorkshire.  Spofforth with Kirk Deighton, Follifoot and Little Ribston lie to the north of the 

River Wharfe in North Yorkshire and extend north-eastwards from Wetherby to the 

outskirts of Harrogate. 

The person appointed wil be supported by our 
Associate Priest, the Revd. Barbara Ryan, whose work 
is primarily to serve the parish of Spofforth, Kirk 
Deighton, Follifoot and Little Ribston.  Barbara has 
been in post since April 2018.  She lives at the 
Rectory in Spofforth and was appointed to oversee 
worship, pastoral care, and occasional offices within 
those communities.  In her first three years, she has 
introduced Messy Church and established extra 
services, such as ‘Hearts and Flowers’ around 
Valentine’s Day.  She has revived the choir and the 
Harvest Supper, runs Advent and Lent courses, and is 
involved in Open the Book in the two schools, as well 
as Little Fish.  She is a keen supporter of the Spofforth Beer Festival and Spofforth in Bloom. 

The person we appoint will not be alone - considerable support will be provided by the 
Associate Priest, Reader, Churchwardens, PCC and DCC members, and parishioners of all the 
worshipping communities in the villages served. 

We promise that we will: 

• pray for you. 

• help and support you to the best of our ability. 

• welcome you into our communities. 

• offer companionship in ministry. 

• respect your time commitment. 

  

Revd. Barbara Ryan 
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If you would like any further information about the vacancy, you are welcome to contact the 

following: 

• Collingham with Harewood:  

Tim Wood, Churchwarden, Vice-Chair PCC, 01937 579805, 

st.oswalds.churchwarden@gmail.com 

• Spofforth: 

Barry Nickels, Vice-Chair PCC, 01937 590637, bknickels23@gmail.com 

You could also find us on Facebook: 

• www.facebook.com/collinghamwithharewoodparish 

• www.facebook.com/SpofforthWithKirkDeightonParish 

Or view our websites: 

• (St.  Oswald’s website currently under redevelopment) 

• www.spofforthandkirkdeightonparish.co.uk 

 

  

Little Ribston Village Hall 

 

http://www.facebook.com/collinghamwithharewoodparish
http://www.facebook.com/SpofforthWithKirkDeightonParish
http://www.spofforthandkirkdeightonparish.co.uk/
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The Two Parishes 

Collingham with Harewood  

The parish extends over an area at the northern 

edge of the Metropolitan District of Leeds in 

West Yorkshire.  The population is 

approximately 2634 and there are 118 

currently on our church electoral roll.  The area 

is predominantly rural except for the main 

village of Collingham, home to many people 

who work in the Leeds, Harrogate, York, and 

surrounding areas.  Collingham and Harewood 

were originally separate parishes but are now 

combined.  Harewood, population 600 approximately, is the village linked to Harewood 

House and was formerly where many employees of the Harewood Estate lived.  Today its 

population has widespread economic connections, and some homes are now holiday rental 

accommodation.  Both villages have a relatively small proportion of social housing.            

Collingham from the Church Tower 

Collingham from the Church Tower 

Location of the two parishes 
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The parish also includes the hamlets of Weardley and Compton.  There is one Anglican 

church in the parish, St Oswald’s in Collingham.  All Saints’ Church on the Harewood Estate 

is now closed and is the responsibility of the Churches Conservation Trust. 

A modern vicarage is provided 

for the Priest in Charge 

comprising entrance hall, 

cloakroom, living room, dining 

room, study, fitted Kitchen 

with pantry and utility room.  

The kitchen has modern units 

with space for the usual range 

of kitchen appliances 

including a dishwasher.  On 

the first floor, there are four 

good sized bedrooms, a 

shower room, a separate 

toilet, and a family bathroom.  The house benefits from double glazing with central heating 

utilising a gas-fired boiler; additional gas fires are fitted in the living room and study.  There 

is a single garage with two outside storerooms and a greenhouse.  The vicarage is situated in 

its own primarily south facing grounds, in a quiet position near the heart of the village, 

opposite the church in Church Lane.   

It is just a short walk to the local shops, which include the post office, gift shop, travel agent, 

dry cleaners, hairdressers/barbers, food takeaways, deli/café, opticians, pharmacy, wine 

shop and a Tesco Express supermarket.  It also has a well-supported pub and an Italian 

restaurant. 

Train services run regularly from York and Leeds to London and Newcastle onwards.  There 

is a regular bus service into Leeds and Wetherby with a bus approximately every “30 mins” 

including Saturday and Sunday.  Many Collingham residents commute to Leeds, York, 

Doncaster, Sheffield, Huddersfield, and Halifax via the close motorway network.  Travel 

further afield is accessed by Leeds/Bradford airport “30 mins” Manchester, Doncaster, and 

Newcastle airports.  There are preschool facilities in the village and local area Collingham 

Pre-school and Busy Bees.  Collingham and Harewood primary school take children from 

reception.  At year 7 children have the choice of transferring to Wetherby High School, 

Boston Spa Academy, Abbey Grange C of E Academy, Harrogate Grammar School, Rossett 

School, or St. Aidan’s Church Church of England High School in Harrogate.  Tadcaster 

Grammar school is also open to students from the area.  There are several options for 

private schools nearby. 

The village of Collingham is well served by numerous community groups for all ages and 

interests and has a central Memorial Hall and Methodist Church Hall.   The village has tennis 

and bowls clubs, together with Collingham and Linton Sports Association which houses a 

Collingham Vicarage 

The Vicarage, Collingham 
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gym & squash courts.  There’s also cricket & football for a wide range of ages, and several 

golf courses in the North Leeds/Harrogate area, including the local Wetherby Golf Club.  We 

also have a number of uniformed organisations, a Computer Cafe, British Legion and Men 

and Women’s Forums.  Young children are not forgotten and have a dedicated playground.  

All these groups come together when there is an occasion of local or national celebration to 

organise events for the whole village to join in.  There is an annual church gala held on the 

Glebe Field and an Annual Beer Festival. 

 

 

Parish of Spofforth with Kirk Deighton (including Follifoot and 
Little Ribston)  

The town and parish of Wetherby geographically separates Collingham parish from the 

others.  The parish of Spofforth, Kirk Deighton, Follifoot and Little Ribston, covers a 

scattered community with four churches in use for worship.  The four villages are all 

situated in the county of North Yorkshire 

within the rural area located to the 

immediate south-east of Harrogate.  

There is a church in each village.  

Spofforth, population 1169 

approximately, is the biggest community 

with the largest church, the Rectory, a 

church primary school, two pubs, a 

village hall with a variety of users, a 

corner shop/post office, hairdressers and 

cricket and snooker clubs.  Kirk Deighton, 

population in the region of 484, has a pub, a village hall, and a cricket club, it united with 

Spofforth in 1972.  Little Ribston is a small village; population of about 272 with no shops 

but with a village hall.  Follifoot is larger, population of approximately 577, with a shop/post 

office two pubs, a village hall, and a cricket club.  All are situated in a pleasant rural area 

popular for commuters to Leeds, York, and Harrogate.  There are currently 116 people on 

the electoral roll. 

 

Spofforth Castle 

River Wharfe Collingham 

Collingham Cricket Club 

The Orchard Garden, Collingham 
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Our New Priest 
They will be based in and reside in Collingham and will work 
collaboratively with the Associate Priest Barbara Ryan based in 
Spofforth. 

The work of the Priest-in-Charge of the two benefices will require 
vision and strong leadership in developing the depth of worship and 
lay commitment in all the churches: 

We Seek a Priest who is: 

• A person of deep personal faith, enthusiastic in sharing this 

through conversation, discussion, preaching and teaching. 

• A person who enjoys working as part of a team, both with 

colleagues and the laity.  A leader and encourager. 

• An effective communicator at all levels and with all age groups. 

• A person with strong interpersonal skills who is organised but 

flexible to meet the needs of the parishes. 

• Someone experienced and gifted in mission and outreach. 

And who will: 

• Continue to lead and help us develop the spiritual life of the 

benefices. 

• Engage with the local community, of all faiths.  

• Be prepared to introduce new ideas, while respecting church 

tradition. 

• Reflect differing styles of worship and the ways in which we grow 

in faith. 

• Provide an innovative approach to ministry, discipleship and 

pastoral care. 

• Identify and respond to opportunities for mission within the 

parishes. 

A priest and leader, 
reliant on the Holy 
Spirit, with strong 
people skills, who wants 
to see the growth of the 
Church. 

Churches should be 
open and welcoming to 
all. 

Liaising with diverse 
community groups and 
local primary schools 

Support and nurture 
families who are drawn 
into the church through 
baptism and children’s 
activities. 

Delegating to the laity 
and open to new ideas. 

Introduce new styles of 
worship when 
appropriate for the 
parishes. 

Developing ministry 
with local churches 

REQUIREMENTS FOR 
THE ROLE 
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About the Benefices 

St Oswald’s Collingham 

The community at St Oswald’s is for everyone and is the place 
where we commence discipleship.  This seeks to be based 
around a common mission focus where we aim to serve those 
who live around us and grow disciples who demonstrate and 
declare the Good News.  St Oswald’s is also where we 
experience the reality of God’s presence, listening to his voice 
speaking in the Bible and through the Holy Spirit, and 
responding in worship and prayer. 

As our finances reveal we are in an ‘asset rich, income poor’ 
situation and if we are honest, mission has stalled over the last 
few years.  However, our parishes are brimming with potential, 
we have a community of all ages who enjoy coming together 
socially - our challenge is how to tap into this and make Christianity and worship relevant 
and exciting to the people of our villages. 

We are seeking a vibrant, inspirational leader enthusiastic and committed to this challenge! 

We are open to new ways of reaching out to the busy families of our parishes - someone 
who can lead us and support us in making family services inclusive and exciting for younger 
generations. 

We have a committed, hard-working, fun-loving PCC who enjoy each other’s company.  We 
are eager to grow our congregation - can you be the one who helps us achieve that? 

During 2020 the pattern of regular worship at St Oswald’s has been greatly disrupted by the 
Covid crisis.  Sunday services have normally been a spoken Service of Holy Communion at 
8:30 am and a second Communion Service with hymns at 10:00 am, with an All-Age service 
on the second Sunday and Family Communion on the fifth Sunday when the church can be 
full of families.  The custom has been to serve coffee and tea, fruit juice for children after 
the Sunday 10 am service.  Each Wednesday a spoken Communion service has been held at 
9:30 am followed by an open coffee morning once a month.  A modern liturgy is generally 
used but interspersed with the traditional prayer book service once each month at the 
8:30am service.  A Sunday Club for children aged 4-11 usually runs during morning worship 
in term times.   

St Oswald’s has risen to the challenges of the pandemic and we have adapted our worship, 
accordingly, live streaming our services for those no longer wishing to worship in public as 
well as when public worship could no longer continue.  The services sheets are emailed to 
143 addresses registered with us and we have seen encouraging attendances both in-person 
and online and are now able to reach a wider audience.   

Collingham’s 9th Century Crosses 
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Traditionally we have a very well 

attended Christingle service and Carol 

service.  Our December Carol Service 

was held in the churchyard for the first 

time and was so well received by over 

100 parishioners that we intend to 

repeat the experience this coming year.   

St Oswald’s is blessed with some 
talented young musicians.  A small choir 
leads sung worship at the 10.00 am 
service and although the adult choir has 

reduced in numbers in recent years the junior choir 
continues (on Zoom despite the Covid 19 restrictions and 
playing their recordings at services) and we look forward 
to its continued presence in Church in the future.  
Worship bands made up of young people lead musical 
worship at our All-Age Service once a month, with several 
young people assisting the laity led worship team.  Once 
each month in term time Teddy Praise, for carers and pre-
school children, meets to learn about the Bible and 
Christian faith in a child-friendly way.  Both Sunday Club 
and Teddy Praise are held in the nearby Methodist Church 
hall but regrettably are currently suspended. 

We recognise that there is a not-insignificant challenge ahead to get all our different groups 

up and running again once we are able, with new leaders in some cases, so that we can 

resume the full ministry that St Oswald’s has been used to delivering to all its varied 

parishioners. 

St Oswald’s usually supports two Christian charities for two years as part of its mission, 

although we have made financial donations to three in 2021.  Where possible they include a 

local and a national or international charity.  The congregation and local community are 

helped to learn about each charity, get involved, and support them through donations and 

prayer.   

Carol Service, Dec.  2020 

Church Band Members : Covid-safe 75th 

VE anniversary celebrations 
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We have a group of PCC members who 

organise regular social events for the 

residents of Collingham, e.g., annual 

church gala, family beetle drive, quiz 

night, wine & cheese tasting, which are 

always well supported and raise funds 

both for the church and the village. 

The church publishes the parish 

magazine eleven times each year which 

is produced and distributed by 

volunteers.  It goes monthly to almost 

every dwelling in the parish and is 

funded through advertising and a contribution from the civil parish of Collingham and 

Linton.  The magazine is thus a key channel for the mission of the church to every home.  

Each issue provides an opportunity for a direct Christian message from St Oswald’s to be 

received by every reader. 

St Oswald’s is attractive as a church for 

weddings being close to nearby popular 

reception venues and 14 were held in 

2019 – 2020. 

St Oswald’s Church has a long history as 

there has been a Christian presence in the 

village for over 1200 years.  The building 

is modest in size and in good repair.  In 

normal times its maximum capacity is 140 

seats.  Architecturally it is interesting in 

having just one side aisle and a nave in 

slight misalignment with the chancel - it has been suggested that this is deliberate as a sign 

of the broken cross.  The church is surrounded by a well-

maintained churchyard that has space for burials and 

cremated remains. 

The tower comprises a peal of eight bells; although we 

currently lack our own team of ringers the bells are rung by 

a team that also rings in Bramham church.  The PCC is 

currently studying how the church can be equipped with 

improved audio systems and flat screens thus providing 

scope for illustrated presentations, inspirational 

audio/visual stimulus and a richer musical experience 

within worship; it will also be a help for those hard of 

Collingham Quiz Night! 

Annual Autumnal Congregational 

Churchyard Tidy-up 

St Oswald’s Church, Collingham 
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hearing.  The use of fixed cameras to improve live streaming and on-demand replay of 

services is also envisaged.   

The village of Collingham is also served by a Methodist church.  There are very close 

relations between the two faith communities with some shared services, e.g., covenant and 

carol services, annual church gala, and regular Churches Together meetings are held both 

with the Methodist church in Collingham and with the other churches in Wetherby. 

St Oswald’s does not have its own building for meetings/functions but often uses the hall in 

the nearby Methodist church or space in the village primary school. 

There are two church primary schools in the parish - Lady Elizabeth Hastings School in 

Collingham is Voluntary Aided and has 200 pupils, Harewood Primary School is Voluntary 

Controlled and has 100 pupils.  Both schools are very popular and oversubscribed.   

The Priest in Charge is an ex-officio member of the governing bodies of both primary 

schools.  Both schools integrate regular visits from the priest into their programmes for 

collective worship and visit the church for special services. 

Worship at St Oswald’s 
 

1st Sunday 2nd Sunday 3rd Sunday 4th Sunday 5th Sunday 

8.30 am. 
Said 
Communion 

10.00 am 
Communion 

8.30 am. 
Said 
Communion 

10.00 am All-
Age Worship 

8.30 am. 
Said 
Communion 

10.00 am 
Communion 

8.30 am. 
Said 
Communion 

10.00 am 
Communion 

8.30 am. 
Said 
Communion 

10.00 am 
Family 
Communion 

There is also a weekly Said Communion at 9.30 am every Wednesday. 

Our congregations on Sundays vary according to the type of service but average 8 adults and 
4 children at 8.30 am, and 30 adults and 6 children at 10.00 am.  There are congregations of 
about 30 adults plus 12 children when there are All-Age/Family Communion services.  At 
church festivals, Easter, Christmas and Harvest we have a full congregation.  The number of 
candidates, adults, and children, presented for Confirmation in recent years has averaged 3.  
In the year 2019 -2020 there have been:  

Baptisms: 2020 – 4, 2019 – 14 Weddings: 2020 – 3, 2019-9  Funerals: 2020 – 6, 2019 -18 
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Collingham with Harewood PCC 

We have an engaged and supportive PCC.  Currently, we have one Churchwarden, an 

elected Secretary and Treasurer, 7 other elected members and 2 Deanery Synod 

representatives; the Treasurer and Stewardship Co-Ordinator are co-opted members.  There 

is a Standing Committee comprising the Priest in Charge, Churchwarden, Secretary and 

Treasurer that meets to effect council decisions and plan future meetings.  The PCC is 

normally chaired by the Incumbent and meets four times each year.  Recently the PCC has 

been allowed to meet socially distanced in the church but has also met online.   

The Churchwarden works with the Priest in Charge, the Standing Committee and other 

members of the PCC in the discharge of their responsibilities.  The Churchwarden meets 

regularly with the Priest in Charge to provide encouragement and pastoral support.  This 

continues with the Priests who take services during the interregnum.   

A quinquennial inspection was undertaken in 2019 but only minor works were indicated, 

and these have not been implemented due to Covid 19 restrictions. 

 

 

Spofforth, Kirk Deighton, Follifoot and Little Ribston 

The Parish 

There are four churches in the parish: 

• All Saints’ Spofforth 

• All Saints’ Kirk Deighton 

• St Joseph & St James’ Follifoot 

• St Helen’s Little Ribston 

We share a Priest in Charge with St Oswald’s Collingham who carries primary 

responsibility for the administrative work and worship and mission in both parishes.  

The Associate Priest, Revd Barbara Ryan who has pastoral responsibility in this 

parish, is assisted by the Reader Mrs Maureen Slocombe and Lay Worship Leader 

Mrs Sally Keenan. 
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The Communities 

The four main villages are situated in pleasant countryside with the attractive spa town of 

Harrogate to the north and the market town of Wetherby to the south.  The A1M runs 

through the parish to the east and is easily accessed while there is a railway station in 

Harrogate.  The parish also stretches across a large area of farmland with scattered houses 

and original farming activities continue.  Other families have chosen to live in the villages as 

places which offer the country life together with excellent communication links to work 

either in Wetherby, Harrogate or further afield in York, Leeds and beyond. Two good church 

primary schools and excellent local secondary schools are an additional draw. 

There is a strong community spirit and a range of activities in most of the villages 
centred around the village halls and sporting activities.  The area also attracts walkers 
with the Harland Way footpath, golfers with several courses nearby and for those 
interested in history, there is Spofforth Castle, and the eighteenth-century professional 
road builder and structural engineer Blind Jack of Knaresborough is buried in Spofforth 
churchyard.  The Ribston Pippin apple originated in Little Ribston. 

 

 

 

 

Main Street, Kirk Deighton 
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All Saints’ Spofforth  

Spofforth is the largest of the 

four villages and has the largest 

church.  The Rectory, the home 

of the Associate Priest is 

situated next to All Saints.  The 

church is in good repair. There 

are opportunities to use the 

space for concerts, coffee 

mornings and other community 

events as well as making our 

regular services accessible to 

all. 

The links with the primary school are 

excellent and pupils come into church for 

services each term and other activities.  

They also welcome regular church input to their Collective worship and the opportunity to 

prepare for Confirmation is offered to those in their final year at primary school.   

On one Sunday a month in term time a Messy Church service take place, led primarily by the 

parents, and includes Bible stories, worship songs, prayers, and craft activities, followed by a 

picnic in the Church.  There is a robed choir and a newly formed bellringing team. 

The Christmas Crib service at Spofforth fills the 

large church until there is standing room only 

and features a large scale knitted nativity, a 

large flock  of knitted sheep which all the 

children bring to the crib– it keeps on growing 

both in ideas and in the number of people who 

come.  We continue to look for new ways of 

reaching out into the community and using our 

building. 

 

  

Some of the sheep escaped into the village last Christmas and 

were to be found in shops, homes, and the pub before coming 

back to church for the Crib service. 

All Saint’s, Spofforth 
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All Saints’ Kirk Deighton 

The spire of Kirk Deighton church is a familiar sight to 

those travelling on the A1(M) to the north of Wetherby.  

It is a beacon that is visible from miles and the church 

attracts worshippers from the surrounding area, 

primarily from the north of Wetherby.  The village is 

close to the northern outskirts of Wetherby but has its 

own identity with a village hall, pub and cricket and 

football teams.  The pub has provided an excellent 

grocery supply and delivery service for vulnerable 

people during the pandemic.  The congregation is 

committed to lay involvement in worship with an 

increasing number taking an active role.  There is also a 

regular prayer group and a Ladies Coffee Group which 

supports the church.  The organist has some exciting 

ideas about encouraging young people to learn to play. 

An enthusiastic team of bellringers send the message 

that we are worshipping across the village.  We are 

proud of our beautiful building and have just completed some repairs to the stonework.  We 

have annual open days when members of the congregation are on hand to share the history 

of the church with visitors.  We reach out to young people through monthly services to 

which the Guides and Brownies are invited and through popular ‘Little Fish’ services every 

two months.   

The Little Fish group meets bi-monthly and was set up for recently baptised infants, their 

parents, and siblings.  This group continues to meet monthly, with members from across the 

parish, for informal worship and activities.  On two occasions a child’s baptism took place 

during a Little Fish session.  Now, a number of the original families continue to keep in 

touch, while some attend Messy Church and 3 children were confirmed in 2019. 

The Posada is organised by a Little Fish family, with the nativity figures travelling between 

homes across the parish.  The figures arrive at the stable in church during the Christingle 

Service on Christmas Eve.  An alternative version was devised during the pandemic, in 

answer to parents’ requests.  All children who are baptised in the parish are invited to these 

along with their families and they enjoy crafts, a Bible story and informal worship ending 

with tea. 

Brownies and Guides attend the All-Age Worship at Kirk Deighton Church often 

accompanied by their families.   

All Saints’ Kirk Deighton 
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St Joseph & St James’ Follifoot 

Follifoot is a small pretty village 

on the edge of the Rudding 

Park estate.  It is surrounded by 

farmland.  It has a very close 

supportive village atmosphere 

with a shop, pubs, cricket club 

and a primary school which is 

federated with the school at 

Spofforth and shares a 

headteacher.  There are village 

activities for all interests. 

Rudding Park just to the north of the village is a country house hotel with a caravan site and 

golf course alongside.  The church enjoys a very good relationship with the family who own 

it and they are supportive of Follifoot church and host joint services whenever there is a 

fifth Sunday in the month for the whole parish in Rudding Chapel.  Plumpton Rocks is 

another tourist attraction nearby. 

The school comes to church each term for special services and welcomes our input into their 

Collective worship.  As at Spofforth, the opportunity to prepare for Confirmation is offered 

in the final year. 

The church building is small and simple but well suited to the needs of the congregation.  

There is a real family atmosphere, and all ages are at home there.  Our churchwarden, Sally, 

is a Lay Worship leader and others take a part in the services. 

St Helen’s Little Ribston 

Little Ribston is a small village which although it has 

no shop or pub has a number of activities taking 

place in the village hall.  St Helen’s church is a 

Chapel of Ease to Spofforth and is a quirky little 

building that was originally a carpenter’s workshop 

before it became a place of worship.  The 

congregation is small but faithful. 

 

 

St. Helen’s Church, Little Ribston 

St. Joseph & St. James’ Church, Follifoot 
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Worship in the four churches  

 1st Sunday 2nd Sunday 3rd Sunday 4th Sunday 5th Sunday 

Spofforth 10.30 am.  

Holy 
Communion 

CW 

10.30 am 
Messy Church. 

(Lay led) 

10.30 am 
Family Service. 

(Lay led) 

9.30 am.  

Said Holy 
Communion 

BCP 

 

Kirk 
Deighton 

6.30 pm  

Holy 
Communion  

CW 

11 am  

Holy 
Communion 

CW 

10 am All Age 
Service 
(includes 
Guides & 
Brownies) 

(Lay led) 

11 am Holy 
Communion 

CW 

 

Follifoot 9.30 am 
Morning 
Prayer. 

CW (Lay led) 

No service 9.30 am Holy 
Communion. 

CW 

No service 10 am Joint 
service of Holy 
Communion 
at Rudding 
Park 

CW 

Little 
Ribston 

No service 9.30 am Holy 
Communion 
BCP 

No service 9.30 am 
Morning 
Prayer CW 

(Lay led) 

 

Our congregations on Sundays vary according to the type of service but averages around: 

•  25 at Spofforth and 30 plus 12 children when there is a Family service.  Messy 

church averages about 70 parents and children in total. 

• 24 at Kirk Deighton with 7 children at Parade service.  

• 24 at Follifoot with 6 children. 

• 6 at Little Ribston. 

We know that people in the villages and area like coming to church at the special services at 

Christmas, Easter, and Harvest and that they value the church being there for their 

milestones in their lives.  In 2019 there was a total of 22 baptisms, 8 weddings and 13 

funerals in the churches.  Due to the pandemic, figures for 2020 are lower with no baptisms, 
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3 weddings and 10 funerals taking place in Church.  We would love to see the Church and its 

message of God’s love find a regular place in their lives.   

Our mission in the community 

• There are two CofE Voluntary Aided Primary Schools at Spofforth and Follifoot, 

which share a headteacher.  They have strong connections with the church, and we 

are really welcomed into their communities, a small group of people both schools 

take ‘Open the Book’ assemblies in both schools which have been enjoyed by the 

pupils and staff.  The schools come into church each term along with the parents for 

celebration services and classes also use the church for learning activities.  Some 

children from the schools also attend regular services with their parents. Pupils in 

Year 6 are welcomed to join classes for confirmation before moving to secondary 

school. 

• Little Fish Kirk Deighton: this is a thriving group meeting monthly combining very 

informal worship, craft activities and refreshments.  Families including Mums, Dads 

and Grandparents are drawn from across all the villages and it also reaches out to 

families whose other connections with church are tenuous. Kirk Deighton has an All 

age service which Brownies and Guides attend and take part in.  

At Christmas, a Christingle service is held which is well attended by families 

• Messy Church services are held at All Saints’ Spofforth for the whole of the parish. It 

is mainly aimed at primary school aged children.  It meets monthly (term time only) 

with leaders drawn from parents who are involved in the planning along with the 

associate Priest. The Crib service is well attended by families; the large knitted 

nativity being a great attraction. 

• There is a Pastoral and Bereavement Team: They are trained and DBS checked 

visitors offer support to those who are lonely, bereaved or in any other need.  The 

team meet regularly to share their concerns and support each other in this work. 
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Finances 

Finances for Collingham with Harewood  

There is a long-running and well-established system of regular giving at St Oswald’s, mainly 

through bank standing orders, with a total of approximately 120 people giving each month.  

The parish has, for historical reasons and through legacies, a substantial level of assets.  

Interest from these assets has substantially cushioned the financial pressure on St Oswald’s 

as the level of individual giving is well below the national average.  In both 2019 and 2020 

assets had to be used to complete the payment of the Parish Share, £68,845 which is set 

high due to the favourable socio-economic index for the parish.  In 2021 the Share 

requested (£68,845) exceeds our anticipated income from both giving and interest.  

Summary Accounts (unaudited) for 2020 are shown in Appendix A 

Finances for Spofforth 

Share Requests for 2019 were:  

• Spofforth £13649 

• Kirk Deighton £9749 

• Follifoot £8943 

• Little Ribston £2905 

In 2019 Spofforth and Little Ribston paid in full, and the churches are aware of the 
need to work with the diocese on this. 
None of the Quinquennial inspections identified any major work needed so we do not 

envisage having to raise money for building projects. 

 

Summary Accounts for 2019 are shown in the following appendices 

• Appendix B - All Saints’ Church Spofforth  

• Appendix C – All Saints’ Church Kirk Deighton 

• Appendix D – St Joseph and St James’ Church Follifoot 

• Appendix E – St Helen’s Church Little Ribston 
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Appendices: 

Appendix A: Accounts Summary: Collingham with Harewood 
2020 (unaudited) 

 

Collingham with Harewood Annual Accounts 2020

Balance sheet General Account

Income

2019 2020

Category Amount Amount

Tax efficient planned giving and donations £35,922.00 £32,128.94

All other giving and voluntary receipts £50.00

Gift aid recovered £16,300.00 £7,932.06

Legacies

Grants £4,829.32 £8,775.00

Fundraising activities (gross proceeeds) £1,317.38 £0.00

Income from investments - dividends etc. £20,077.83 £19,677.79

Fees received from DBF + Fees retained by PCC (weddings & funerals) £10,419.85 £5,230.15

Trading activities £8,601.42 £6,258.00

Other receipts £852.12 £70.00

Subtotal £98,319.92 £80,121.94

Collections for charities at funerals £2,750.29 £9.00

Fees received:Fees collected for diocese £2,277.00 £633.00

Special collections £785.00

Capital withdrawn from investments £5,000.00

Subtotal £5,027.29 £6,427.00

Total £103,347.21 £86,548.94

Expenditure

2019 2020

Category Amount Amount

Costs of fundraisng activities -£150.00 £0.00

Mission giving and donations -£4,500.00 -£3,050.00

Diocesan Parish Share contribution -£62,586.00 -£68,845.00

Salaries, wages and honoraria -£4,414.85 -£1,955.12

Clergy and staff expenses -£1,695.55 -£1,404.59

Mission and evangelism costs £0.00

Church running expenses:Insurance -£2,303.46 -£2,298.25

Church running expenses: Administrative costs -£365.00

Church running expenses:Church maintenance -£1,790.64 -£1,808.68

Church running expenses:Churchyard and car park maintenance -£5,848.96 -£3,841.29

Church running expenses:Expenditure for services -£443.05 -£486.95

Utilities:Electricity -£485.20 -£321.52

Utilities:Gas -£1,452.51 -£863.30

Costs of trading -£5,881.77 -£4,044.59

Major capital expenditure £0.00

Other payments -£498.56 £0.00

Subtotal -£92,050.55 -£89,284.29

Charity payments from funerals -£2,533.79 -£338.08

Fees owed to Diocese -£2,277.00 -£590.00

Subtotal -£4,810.79 -£928.08

Total expenditure -£96,861.34 -£90,212.37

Net income to the work of St Oswalds £6,269.37 -£9,162.35

Net income to General Account £6,485.87 -£3,663.43
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Appendix B: Accounts Summary: All Saints’ Church Spofforth 
2019 
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Appendix C: Accounts Summary: All Saints’ Kirk Deighton 2019 
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Appendix D: Accounts Summary: St Joseph and St James’ 
Follifoot  2019 
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Appendix E: Accounts Summary:  St Helen’s Little Ribston  
2019 
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