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The parish of St Mary Magdalene is situated to the east-northeast 

of Barnsley and sits astride Pontefract Road, just off the A633. It is 

2.8 miles from Barnsley Town Centre and approximately 11 miles 

from Wakefield Cathedral.

 

The parish consists of three, post war housing estates, which are 

Lundwood, Burton Grange and Cundy Cross. Within these areas 

20.9% of households live in social rented accommodation, either 

Council (17.7%) or Housing Association (3.2%). The remaining 

79.1% are either privately owned or private rented houses. 

 

Of the people living in the parish, 21.1% are children, 61.6% are of 

working age, 17.3% are of pensionable age and 96.6% were born in 

the UK. 

 

There are many social problems, for example, 28.2% of the 

population are on benefit, either due to ill-health or unemployment 

and 32.3% have no qualifications. 

 

Outwood Primary Academy, Littleworth Grange, is the only school 

within the parish and they currently have no links with the 

church. 

 

There are quite a few local shops, including an Iceland, a selection 

of takeaways, a Homefarm Bakery and other shops, all within a 

few minutes’ walk of the church. Also, within walking distance, is 

two GP practices, one of which is in the Priory Campus, that 

contains a café and a library, amongst other things. The second 

GP practice also has a LO’s Pharmacy attached to it and is 

situated between Priory Campus and the Lundwood Medical 

Centre, which is a Community Mental Health Service. Within this 

area, there is also a private Day Nursery and a Family Centre. 
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We look forward to 

working with St Peter’s 

Barnsley and sharing a 

Parish Priest with them. 

 

 

 

The church is in 

reasonable 

repair, there are 

currently no 

issues with the 

church hall, 

and both are 

cleaned by 

members of the 

congregation. 

  

 

 

 

As for the church grounds and War 

Memorial, they are presently being 

maintained by one of the Church 

Wardens and a member of the 

congregation. 
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To obtain details of our finances, please contact either of these 

Churchwardens:  

† Mrs Ann Oakley   Telephone: 01226 781797 

† Mr Mick Mellor   Telephone: 07597 647233 

Services are held twice a week, there is one on Wednesday from 

10:30am and the main service is Sunday Morning Mass from 

10:00am. We have a fair amount of Baptisms, which are usually 

held on request, after Sunday Mornings Mass. Intercessors, readers 

and sides’ people positions, are filled by members of the 

congregation  

The PCC meets regularly and consists of two Churchwardens and 

a small group of four, committed members of the congregation, 

who are looking forward to working with a new parish priest. 

We are a very friendly and welcoming group of people, the average 

congregation at Parish Mass on Sunday is 5-13 and members are 

mostly middle aged or pensioners. At present there are 20 names on 

the electoral roll, several of which are intercessors, reader, servers 

and/or sides people. It is also members of the congregation, who 

contribute a lot of hard work, and time, into seasonally decorating 

the church. 

 

          

 

 

 

   



 

8 



 

9 

We offer a warm welcome to a priest who will be committed to 

helping us grow, both numerically and spiritually, and engage 

with the local community and school. We would like someone with 

energy, a sense of humour and committed to outreach, preferably 

with experience of growing a church or congregation. A person 

who has fresh, new ideas, but has an awareness that change must 

be handled, sensitively.   

We would like a someone who is prayerful, will continue the 

traditions of the Church and maintain our, twice weekly, mass. 

Someone who is a good teacher, and prepared to arrange, as well 

as lead discussion groups and courses. Whilst encouraging the, 

hopefully growing, congregation to develop and extend their 

ministry.  

There is one school within the parish, who we would love to re-

establish a new link with and we hope that a new priest will 

encourage, and enjoy working with, young people. Hopefully, 

getting them more involved with the church and worship, which 

could possibly lead to more adults participating. 

We are looking for someone who is a confident team leader, 

preferably experienced, but who would delegate and not always 

lead from the front. We would like a priest who is a good 

communicator, with good people skills and will lead by example. 

Someone who will act in a way which can guide, inspire and teach. 

Whilst also being able to develop, and make the best use of, the 

skills, strengths and talents of the congregation. 

We would like them to have a keen interest in the wider community 

and support the work of other agencies in the Parish. We would 

like a priest who is a committed to the parish, a keen visitor of 

parishioners, the hospital, schools, local institutions and who 

would take an interest in church groups.  

We would like a someone, who is committed to the Church of 

England and its traditions, at the same time, valuing being a part 

of this deanery and diocese. We would like a priest, who can build 

up relationships, with the other congregations, and their priests, 

as well as the wider church. 
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Statistics recovered from https://www.ilivehere.co.uk/statistics-

lundwood-barnsley-24308.html. Accessed (13/03/2020) 
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