
 
 

March 2021 
 
 
 
Dear Colleague 
 
Interim Priest-in-Charge, All Saints, Halifax 
 
Thank you for your interest in this exciting new post.  As you will see from the accompanying 
documentation, All Saints is a church with a rich heritage and great potential, and we are looking for 
someone very special to help lead the mission of the church in this parish. 
 
All Saints is located in an attractive suburb of Halifax, a pleasant place to live and a great base for 
mission and ministry.  As the parish brochure makes clear, church attendance has declined in recent 
years, and this is one reason we are actively considering the possibility of pastoral reorganisation, as 
part of our strategy for mission across the Halifax area.  However, our real desire is to see growth in 
this church, and for it to become a catalyst for renewal in and around this part of Halifax. 
 
We believe that with the right leadership All Saints has great potential to reach out, to serve its 
community more effectively and to grow both numerically and spiritually.  Its current size, combined 
with the constraints that the Diocese faces in terms of finance and clergy numbers, mean that under 
normal circumstances we would only be able to offer the parish a part-time priest.  However, I believe 
that there is real potential for growth in this parish, under the right creative leadership, and for that 
reason I have decided (and the PCC has agreed) to make a full-time interim appointment, initially for 
three years, with the possibility of an extension for a further three years. 
 
This is a great opportunity for the right person.  It will require someone who can work creatively with 
the congregation supporting and challenging them to explore new ways of mission and outreach, and 
at the same time making connections with people who would at present never dream that the Church 
could have anything to offer.  It will also require someone who is ready and willing to work 
imaginatively with the Bishop and Diocese to explore new patterns of ministry, including likely pastoral 
re-organisation and sharing ministry with a neighbouring parish, in ways that still need to be worked 
out together. 
 
May the Holy Spirit guide you as you discern whether this could be God’s call to you, 
 

+Jonathan 
 
The Rt Revd Dr Jonathan Gibbs 
Bishop of Huddersfield 
 


