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Dear candidate Associate Vicar, 

 

Thank you for taking an interest in the post of Associate Vicar at Knowle Parish 

Church. It’s an exciting opportunity to work with a large, generous, supportive 

congregation with a history of consistent quality mission and ministry. We enjoy 

really good relationships with local schools and village institutions, having been at 

the heart of the community for over 600 years. Our mission is to “help people become 

life-long followers of Jesus Christ.” At this moment in time, we are looking for 

someone who can innovate and take risks in mission, helping us grow the younger 

end of our age spectrum. We find ourselves at a hinge point in terms of developing 

fresh vision to meet new challenges as we look to what God is calling us to be and 

do in these times. Could you be the person God is calling? 

 

I have been in post as vicar here just over a year, but I bring a wealth of experience 

working in Birmingham diocese over three decades.  I am looking forward to working 

closely and collaboratively with a new Associate as part of a re-constituted Ministry 

Team. We believe in warm, vulnerable, honest relationships in which we encourage 

one another to grow in depth of relationship with God. If you’re the sort of person 

who enjoys seeing new possibilities, working with teams to bring about effective 

change, this post could be for you. It offers the prospect of real designated 

responsibility with the freedom to experiment, whilst being accountable to and 

supported by me. 

 

We hope that reading this pack and finding out more about us may have inspired 

you to want to get to know us and to enter into a deeper conversation exploring the 

possibility of sharing in the leadership of this wonderful multi-generational church. 

 

We look forward to getting to know you and offer our prayers for your process of 

discernment. This appointment is made in partnership with the Bishop of 

Birmingham and the Archdeacon of Aston, Ven. Simon Heathfield, will be fully 

involved in this appointment on the Bishop’s behalf.  Both Simon and myself are 

available for any preliminary conversation you would find helpful. Simon is on 07769 

187435 and I am on 07392 072302. 

 

 

 

 

Revd Geoff Lanham (Vicar) 


