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The Diocese of Leeds comprises five Episcopal 
Areas, each coterminous with an Archdeaconry. This 
is now one of the largest dioceses in the country and 
its creation is unprecedented in the history of the 
Church of England. It covers an area of around 
2,425 square miles, and a population of around 
2,642,400 people. 
The three former dioceses were created in the 
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries to cater for 
massive population changes brought about by 
industrialisation and, later, mass immigration. The 
diocese comprises major cities (Bradford, Leeds, 
Wakefield), large industrial and post-industrial 
towns (Halifax, Huddersfield, Dewsbury), a spa town 
(Harrogate), market towns (Skipton, Ripon, 
Richmond and Wetherby), and deeply rural areas 
(the Dales). The whole of life is here, along with all 
the richness, diversity and complexities of a changing 
world. 
The Diocesan Bishop (The Rt Rev’d Nick Baines) is 
assisted by five Area Bishops (Bradford, 
Huddersfield, Kirkstall, Wakefield and Ripon) and 
five archdeacons (Bradford, Halifax, Leeds, 
Pontefract, Richmond & Craven).  The Bishop of 
Ripon is the Rt Rev’d Dr Helen-Ann Hartley. 
Our vision as the Diocese is about confident clergy 
equipping confident Christians to live and tell the 
good news of Jesus Christ.  For all of our 
appointments we are seeking clergy who have a 
joyful and confident faith which has inspired a track 
record of church growth, both numerically and 
spiritually. 
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SLAIDBURN WITH TOSSIDE 
 

1 THE PARISH  

The Parish of St Andrew’s, the largest in 

England in area, nestles in the beautiful Hodder 

Valley, an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.  

The Parish of Slaidburn includes the rural villages 

of Newton in Bowland, Dunsop Bridge and very 

recently Tosside. The 2011 census recorded a 

population of 1325 persons and an additional 151 

in Tosside It is part of the Bowland and Ewecross 

Deanery in  the Episcopal Area of Ripon  The 

patrons are the Bishop of Leeds and the Church 

Society Trust.  Tosside is a village split in two 

during the 1974 re-organisation of civil parish 

boundaries. So half is now in Lancashire and the  

other half in North Yorkshire.  Prior to 1974 all the 

parish was in the Craven district of the West 

Riding of Yorkshire 

Dale Head was, until the completion of the Stocks 

Reservoir in the early 1930s, a Parish with its 

own Rector, at which point it was divided between 

the Parishes of Slaidburn and Tosside.  The 

Church of St. James was moved during the 

reservoir’s  construction to its present site though 

slightly reduced in size.  It is a Chapel of Ease 

which retains a great deal of sentimental feeling 

from the descendants of the farming  families 

dispersed in the building of the reservoir. 
6 

 

OUR PARISH BUILDINGS 

 

St Andrew’s, Slaidburn is an ancient Parish 

Church which is Grade 1 listed. The Tower is the 

oldest part dating from around 1200.  The church 

having been burnt down by raiders in the 1300s, 

the main body of the Church was rebuilt around 

1450. It has many fine and unique  features 

including a three decker pulpit from the 1700s 

and a Jacobean Chancel Screen The East 

window dating from the  1860s is a much admired 

feature.  The first known priest was Thomas 

inducted in 1246. 

St. Andrew’s Parish Church 
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St. George’s, Dunsop Bridge  

St George’s Church, Dunsop Bridge, is a 

converted shippon on the Duke of Lancaster’s 

Estate. It was dedicated in 1948 and is used for 

worship by the Parish “at the Queen’s Pleasure”. 

The Village of Dunsop Bridge 
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St Bartholomew’s Church, Tosside.   

The parish serves a widespread rural 

community of upland farms and remote 

dwellings centred round the village of Tosside 

and part of the area known as Dale Head. The 

church which stands in the centre of the village,  

was formerly known as Houghton Chapel  and 

was built mid-to-late C18th. It was fully restored  

in  1873.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exterior of St. 

Bartholomews.  

 Interior  of 
Church during a 
flower festival  
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St James’  Church,   Dale Head 

During the construction of Stocks Reservoir, the 

Church of St. James was moved to its present 

site. Though slightly reduced in size, it is now a 

Chapel of Ease which retains a great deal of 

sentimental feeling from the descendants of the 

farming  families dispersed in the building of the 

reservoir. The building has no electricity and 

lighting and heating are powered by a wind 

turbine. 

St. James’, Dale Head 
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The Rectory, Slaidburn 

The Priest in Charge or Rector will live at the 

Rectory, built in 1954, which is opposite St. 

Andrew’s in Slaidburn. (Post Code BB7 3ER). 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All the buildings are in good order with all 

essential repairs from the last quinquennial 

inspections completed.  The graveyards at 

Slaidburn, Dale Head and Tosside are well 

maintained.  

St. James’ graveyard is an SSSI (a  site of 

special scientific interest).  

The only outstanding work is the repointing in the 

West wall of St. James’,   

The Rectory 
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THE PARISH COMMUNITIES  

Slaidburn is a traditional village, owned mainly by 

the Slaidburn Estate, managed by the resident 

Squire. Properties in Newton are mainly privately 

owned and it is becoming a commuter village.  

Dunsop Bridge is part of the estate of the Duke of 

Lancaster. Across the three villages 65% of 

houses are rented, 35% are owner occupied and 

0.5% are local authority houses. Split between two 

counties the statistics for Tosside are difficult to 

ascertain.  It has a significant number of retired 

people, and much of the area covered by the 

Forestry England’s  Gisburn Forest which is 

leased from United Utilities.  This should not be 

confused with the old Gisburn Forest (not a forest)

the ancient name for the area  which came under 

the Parish of St. Mary’s, Gisburn. Baptisms, and 

burials took place there from 1749 with the 

register referring to the individual as “of the forest” 

or “Tossett” - another old name for Tosside. It is 

believed it became St. Bartholomew’s in 1870 

when the Parish was formed from the adjacent 

townships of Gisburn Forest and the Knotts.   

United Utilities own a few outlying farms. Others 

are privately owned and some farms have been 

merged, whilst many of the farm houses have 

become desirable residences.   
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The same applies to the area known as Dale Head. 

In the 2011 Census the population of Tosside was 

118. .  Dale Head would have been included within 

the Slaidburn information. 

 

Schools 

Only two primary schools remain in the whole of 

the Parish. The 300 year old  Brennand’s Endowed  

CE Aided School, Slaidburn and Thorneyholme RC 

School in Dunsop Bridge.  Both accept children into 

their Nursery Department from the age of 3 years. 

These schools feed into three High Schools 

situated in the Ribble Valley:  Bowland (Grindleton) 

Ribblesdale (Clitheroe) and St. Augustine’s 

(Whalley).  Clitheroe Royal Grammar is a state 

school for pupils selected by the 11+ examination.  

All have very good reputations.  

 

Local Businesses in the Parish 

Farming is by far the biggest business sector in 

every area of the Parish.  Slaidburn has a Village 

Shop and Post Office in the centre.  The famous 

Hark to Bounty Inn is also in the centre as is the 

Youth Hostel.  The Poorsland Trust provides work 

units for small businesses, including a hairdressers, 

in .the Poorsland Barn.  On The Green is a café 

which is popular with visitors to the village.   There 

is also a small florists shop. 
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The Parkers Arms, in Newton, is a well known 

inn and there are several guest houses in the 

surrounding area.     

Dunsop Bridge has a combined Post Office and 

café  as well as its own Community Centre. The 

AONB Lancashire Office is also situated in the 

village. 

Dale Head is a scattered community but Stephen 

Park is the hub of a very popular mountain biking 

centre in Gisburn Forest.  

Across the road from the Church, Tosside has a 

Community Hall built in 2004, with excellent 

facilities for a wide range of activities. The Hall 

(Tosside Community Link) and the community 

work closely together and have undertaken 

several joint ventures to serve the community 

and to raise funds. 

 

Community Life 

The Village Hall in Slaidburn  provides for social 

occasions such as wedding receptions and 

concerts. A flourishing drama group  produces an 

annual pantomime which involves people from 

throughout the Parish.  There is also a Brownie 

Group. The Bowling Green is well used in the 

summer months. 
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Slaidburn Health Centre serves the whole of the 

Parish. However, its future funding is still an on-

going issue. There are Women’s Institute groups 

in Slaidburn and Dunsop Bridge and a thriving 

Young Farmers Club in Slaidburn.   

The Village Hall in Newton hosts an Over 60s 

party for the Parish each December as well as 

many other fund raising and social events. 

Badminton is played there in the winter months.  

Dunsop Bridge has a Community Hall which is 

well used and raises funds for many local charities 

by providing refreshments to cyclists, walkers and 

other tourists passing through the Trough of 

Bowland. There is also a mother and toddler 

group in the village. 

Tosside’s Old Vicarage is now a café/restaurant 

providing for passing cyclists and walkers as well 

as local people.  About one mile from the centre is 

the Bowland Fell Park which provides residential 

as well as holiday accommodation on the site of 

what used to be Crow Trees Farm. 

There are two days each year which, for the last 

90 years or more, have been quite special for the 

residents of the Hodder Valley, one being the  

crowning of the May Queen and the other the 

Hodder Valley Show.  
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The Hodder Valley Agricultural and Horticultural 

Society organises the annual Hodder Valley Show 

which is well known throughout the region.   
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The Slaidburn Silver Band supports the Church 

on special occasions such as the annual carol 

service and plays a major role in the May Queen 

ceremony. 
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The Slaidburn Archive is a repository for 

photographs, documents and memorabilia of 

people and places in the Hodder Valley. 

(www.slaidburnarchive.org) 

An annual Steam Rally is an important community 

fund raiser. 

Copies of “Slaidburn: a walk through the Village” and 

“Through all the changing scenes” an illustrated history of St. 

Andrew’s Church  may be obtained from  the PCC.. 

Steam Rally  
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Church Information 

 

Church Wardens: 

Mr. Alan Carr, Langden Holme, Whitewell Road, 

Dunsop Bridge, Clitheroe. BB7 3AU                Tel: 

01200 448634 

Mrs. Mary Beattie, 5 Bright’s Close, Newton in 

Bowland, Clitheroe. BB7 3EA     Tel: 

01200 446086 

 

 

The Churchmanship of the Parish is described 

as ‘Low Church Conservative Evangelical’  

The congregation, of which 15% live outside the 

Parish, is made up mainly of the “Active Elderly”. 

There are two Chalice Assistants. Organ music is 

provided by our resident organist, John Cowking. 

There are now 42 on the Electoral Roll 

Interior of St. Andrew’s 
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The Prayer Book used for Holy Communion, 

Morning Prayer and Evening Prayer is “Common 

Worship” with BCP on the 5th Sunday.   

The Hymn Books used are “Ancient and 

Modern New Standard” and “Hymns and 

Worship Songs”. 

The Vestments worn are Cassock, Surplice 

and Preaching Scarf. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pattern of Services 

St. Andrew’s has a Service each Sunday 

morning at 10am. 

St Bartholomew’s has a monthly evening 

Sunday service. 

 St James’s has had a service of Evening Prayer 

(various formats including BCP) once a month 

on the 3rd Sunday in the afternoon. 

St George’s also has a monthly Sunday service  

There are seasonal services in all churches such 

as Harvest,  

At St Bartholomew’s, services are 

usually based on “Common Worship”. The 

church changed to "Complete Anglican 

Hymns Old & New" (Kevin Mayhew) in 2012 

for use in most of its services.  

At St James’ it has commonly been the 

practice to use “Common Worship” and 

“Hymns Ancient and Modern Revised”.  
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 Church Giving 

The weekly average on the Sunday Plate is £60 

with regular giving by Envelopes and Covenants. 

 

Parish Magazine 

The bi-monthly Parish Magazine has lapsed this 

year during the Pandemic. There has been a 

weekly pew sheet with information at each 

service. 

 

Fund Raising 

In past years a wide variety of events  have been 

held but none in 2020.  For example:  Flower 

Festivals Harvest Lunch, Harvest Draw, Gift Days, 

Afternoon Teas and Lunches, Musical Concerts, 

Produce Sales. 

 

Working Expenses    

All expenses of the Rector (£857 this past year) 

have been paid in full,  . 

 

Share - 2019  requested   £13,339;  Paid £10,000 
      2020 requested £20,000; Paid £5,400               
      2021  requested   £20,281. 
 

Accounts 

The Accounts are at Annex A.  
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4   OUTREACH AND MISSION 

 

There is no structured outreach to welcome new 

families or to visit those who are ill. However, this 

is usually done on an informal basis. 

Annual donations are made to the Children’s 

Society, Christian Aid  and the Diocesan  Sudan 

Appeal.  The churches have also supported the 

Clitheroe food bank and made occasional 

donations to other causes. 

 

5.  ECUMENICAL RELATIONS 

 

There is an informal relationship with St Hubert’s 

RC Church at Dunsop Bridge and with Mt. Zion 

Chapel at Tosside. 

In recent years the Methodist Chapel at Slaidburn 

and the United Reform Chapel at Newton have 

closed and the remaining congregations have 

been integrated and welcomed into the 

communities of St Andrew’s and St George’s.  

 

6. RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN CHURCH, 

SCHOOL AND YOUNG PEOPLE  

 

The Rector is an ex-officio Governor of Brennand’s 

Endowed School on both the Managers and 

Foundation Governing Bodies. For several years 

he has taken a weekly assembly at Brennand’s  
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Endowed School and  worked with staff for special 

services such as Harvest and Christmas and    

end of term services in the church. 

Young people and adults have attended 

Confirmation classes. 

Family walks have been very popular on Good 

Friday. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The relationship with Slaidburn YFC is 

strengthening with members helping to plan Carol 

Services and taking parts in other services. 

 

Social problems 

There is presently a shortage of social housing 

and employment opportunities to allow local 

young people to stay within the community. For 

older residents there is a lack of care facilities and 

hospitals which requires them to move away from 

their community.  
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C  THE NEW PRIEST    
    

We look for strong, dignified, spiritual 

leadership from someone with previous 

experience as Incumbent or Priest in Charge. 

It is important to us that our Priest has an 

understanding of the opportunities and challenges 

of a very rural ministry and the isolation which can 

sometimes accompany that.  We look for someone 

who is keen to develop fresh ways of reaching into 

the community and will continue the important 

links with schools and young people.  A pastoral 

concern for all ages from the very young to the 

elderly is essential to us.  (“ be a vicar for 

everybody” KS2 pupils at Slaidburn School) 

  

We look for someone who is able to preach in 

a variety of styles and offer effective worship to 

enhance fellowship and discipleship across the 

Parish and has the ability to relate to the wider 

community outside the Church. 

It is essential that our new Priest has the ability to 

drive, has his/her own transport and is active with 

a level of fitness appropriate to our hilly 

countryside and climate.  
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St. Andrew’ Church Yard 

Slaidburn from the Bank 
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View of the Hodder Valley between Newton and Dunsop Bridge 
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    St Andrew's Church Slaidburn & St George'S Church Dunsop Bridge.

      Balance Sheet as of 31st December 2019
 PLEASE NOTE FIXED ASSETS 2018/2019 PRESENT DAY VALUE

Fixed Assets 2018 2019

Central Board of Finance

46.59 Shares Parker Grave Yard A/c 752.36£       893.09£          

338 Shares Slaidburn PCC Fabric IP 5,458.19£    6,479.16£      

98.37 Shares Slaidburn Carr Fabric IP 1,588.53£    1,885.66£      

166 Shares Slaidburn Carr Fabric IP 2,680.65£    3,182.07£      

91 Shares King-Wilkinson Organ 1,469.52£    1,744.39£      

Sub Total 11,949.25£ 14,184.37£    

Current Assets
War Stock

CCLA Investment Accounts
GP-IP 3,479.06£    3,505.21£      

IP 8,832.73£    8,899.13£      

Fab Fund ll IP 10,406.30£ 10,821.30£    

St George's Dunsop Bridge 4,380.19£    4,413.12£      

St Andrews Organ Repair Fund 252.28£       303.00£          

Sub Total 27,350.56£ 27,941.76£    

Slaidburn Cash in Bank 5,203.85£    5,352.29£      

Tosside/Dalehead 1,672.01£      

Sub Total 5,203.85£    7,024.30£      

Current Liabilities

Total Assets £44,503.66 49,150.43£    

Represented By :

General Purpose & Grave Yard 4,231.42£    4,398.30£      

Fabric Fund IP 18,560.10£ 20,446.02£    

Fabric Fund II 10,406.30£ 10,821.30£    

St George's Dunsop Bridge 4,380.19£    4,413.12£      

Organ Fund 1,721.80£    2,047.39£      

Current Account less Creditor's 5,203.85£    7,024.30£      

Total As Above 44,503.66£ 49,150.43£    

C.      Annex A 
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St Andrew's Church Slaidburn with Tosside/Dalehead

Receipts and Payments for Accounts 1st January 2019 -31st December 2019

Receipts                                             2019 2018 Payments                                        2019 2018

Opening bank balance £5,203.85 £3,801.30

opening cash balance £0.00 £0.00

SUB TOTAL £5,203.85 £3,801.30

Collections Slaidburn £4,022.03 £5,062.31 Diocesan Share £10,000.00 9,500.00

Collections Tosside/Dalehead £786.00 Heat/Light/Water £4,731.06 5,169.66

Gift Aided Envelopes £2,767.34 £6,743.00 Building Repairs £2,809.12 225.00

Non Gift Aided Envelopes £851.50 £433.00 Tosside Repairs £95.58

Gifts & Donations £2,996.25 £660.90 Clergy Expenses £857.76 1,920.00

Tax Refund £3,288.39 £4,248.93 Organ £980.00 560.00

Magazines £10.00 £20.00 Printing/Publicity £673.33 864.43

Funeral Fees £3,176.90 £2,470.00 Insurance £3,433.58 3,340.76

Gifts/Donat. Toss/Dhead £886.01 £0.00 Charities £100.00 135.00

War Grave £4.00 £4.00 Diocese Fees £928.00 822.50

CBF Fixed Interest £0.00 £34.06 Bells £217.00 15.00

CBF Income Fund £27.87 £25.64 Sundries £1,148.00 3,271.65

Wedding Fees £1,774.00 £1,750.00 Conduit £2,268.80 715.92

Baptisms £0.00 £0.00 CCLA Investment £0.00

FuneralTributes/Clock £436.50 £4,145.80 General/Pew Cushions £739.00 3,648.76

Grave Yard Fees £1,087.00 £239.00 SUB TOTAL £28,981.23 30,188.68

Standing Orders £2,295.00 £1,660.00

Fund Raising £3,749.09 £2,184.20

Sundrie £179.00 £38.06

Bells £12.00 £47.00

Conduit £2,452.80 £715.92

Transfered From CCLA £0.00 £1,109.41 Closing Bank Balance £7,024.30 £5,203.85

SUB TOTAL £30,801.68 £31,591.23 Closing Cash Balance 0.00 £0.00

TOTAL £36,005.53 £35,392.53 TOTAL 36,005.53 35,392.53
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