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Welcome to the parish profile of St Paul, Furzedown.  

We are delighted that you are considering joining us on the next exciting stage of our 

journey as a church family, rooted in the gracious love of God and reaching out to our 

wonderful community here in South West London. Please be assured that we will be 

praying along with you as you seek to discern God’s will and we hope this profile provides 

some of the information you need to help you in that process.  

A good way of getting a flavour of our life and ministry is by visiting our website at 

www.stpaulfurzedown.org.uk  

Every blessing, 

Rev Rob Powell (Team Rector) 

Church Wardens & PCC of St Paul’s 

 

 

 

 

http://www.stpaulfurzedown.org.uk/
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Location & General Background 

The majority of the parish of St Paul is located in 

Furzedown, nestled between Tooting and Streatham 

in the London Borough of Wandsworth, SW London. It 

is a sought-after place to live, served by excellent 

public transport links (Tooting Broadway underground 

station on the Northern Line is just 5 minutes away). 

There are a number of local shops, mostly situated on 

Moyser Road, and larger shopping centres are not far 

away in Tooting, Balham, Wimbledon, Wandsworth, 

Croydon, and Sutton, with Central London only a 20-minute tube journey. The parish also 

includes the Links Estate, which lies south of Southcroft Road. 

Furzedown is served by a number of good schools 

which is one of the reasons for the high number of 

young families moving into the community. 

Furzedown Rec is just over the road from the church 

and Tooting Common a short walk away. SW London 

is well served by green spaces, including Streatham 

Common, Wandsworth Common, Wimbledon 

Common and Richmond Park, all within easy reach. Sport is very popular too, both amateur 

and professional, with AFC Wimbledon and Crystal Palace FC nearby as well as the All 

England Lawn Tennis Club at Wimbledon and the Oval Cricket ground.  

We enjoy a strong and active community in 

Furzedown. The Furzedown Community Network 

(FCN) takes a lead in organising local events, 

including a Christmas Market and a Summer 

Festival. Sprout Arts, a local community arts 

centre, is located on Moyser Road along with The 

Furzedown Project, a local charity serving the 

elderly.  

The parish of St Paul has a population of 7457 according to the 2011 census. It is mixed 

ethnically, socially, and economically, and this is reflected in the congregation at St Paul’s. 

The Electoral Roll stands at 88 with a usual Sunday attendance of 49.  

St Paul’s is part of the Furzedown Team Ministry (est. 2012) under the leadership of Team 

Rector, Rev Rob Powell, along with St James West Streatham and St Alban’s Streatham 

Park. All three churches join with Mitcham Lane Baptist Church in the Furzedown Churches 

Covenant through which we closely collaborate in worship, ministry, and mission.  
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What Kind of Church Are We? 

St Paul’s is in the Diocese of Southwark, Kingston Episcopal Area, Wandsworth 

Archdeaconry, Tooting Deanery, and the Furzedown Team Ministry. Whilst the other 

churches in the Team are Evangelical, St Paul’s does not carry any particular churchmanship 

label. We have a love for thoughtful biblical preaching and teaching combined with the 

beauty of traditional liturgical, eucharistic worship. Our Sunday service is at 10am and takes 

the form of Common Worship Holy Communion, supported by an organist and small choir, 

with activities for children during the sermon slot. There is also an evening service on the 

last Sunday of the month which has a more reflective style. In the recent past we have 

offered personal prayer during the morning service once a month. 

St Paul’s is known to be a friendly, welcoming, and caring church with a loyal, diverse 

congregation, where it is easy to get to know others. We have a longing to reach out to the 

community and to see more people come to know Jesus and join our church, especially 

children, youth, and young families. We run numerous activities, some of which are 

detailed below, and we are working to implement our Mission Action Plan alongside the 

Team Ministry Mission Action Plan and the Furzedown Churches Covenant (see 

appendices). We are looking forward to working with our new Team Vicar to review and 

renew this vision for mission and ministry. This will be quite a challenge following such a 

long period of uncertainty and limited activity due to the pandemic. 

St Paul’s was served by Team Vicar Canon Sue Clarke for ten years (2010-2020), during 

which time the church grew in numbers and outreach. She was ably supported by an 

assistant, Rev Julie Connell, who was due to succeed her as Team Vicar (SSM) in 2020. 

However, Julie tragically died before taking office in June 2020, and the church has been led 

by Canon Geoff Vevers since August 2020. Geoff retires at Easter 2021. In God’s strength 

we have faced the challenges of the last year and we are excited to see who God will bring 

to lead us on into the next stage of God’s great plan for us.  

Mission & Ministry at St Paul’s 

Foodbank 

St Paul’s is one of seven distribution centres 

for the Wandsworth Foodbank, part of the 

Trussell Trust. The centre opens on Thursdays 

and is staffed by a team of volunteers from 

the local churches and the community. It is 

also a base for the Citizens Advice Bureau. 

Foodbank offers food alongside emotional 

and spiritual support, with opportunities to listen to and pray with our guests.  
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Furzedown Youth Centre (FYC) 

The four churches in the Furzedown Covenant set up FYC as a 

charitable company over ten years ago. FYC has a vision to reach 

out to the many young people of Furzedown, providing social, 

educational, and spiritual activities, with the ultimate aim of 

establishing a Fresh Expression of church for those who come to 

faith. In November 2020 we appointed a new full time Outreach 

Worker, Paul Rook, to lead the work. FYC meets in a dedicated space in St James 

Community Hall and is governed by a Board of Trustees comprising representatives of all 

four churches. We are excited at the plans to establish a drop-in café at St Paul’s for local 

six form students.  

Local Schools 

St Paul’s has a historic link with Furzedown Primary 

School, taking assemblies and serving on the 

governing body, and also Links Primary School on the 

Links Estate. In addition, Graveney Secondary School, 

a much sought-after school in the Borough, is on the 

doorstep and there is great potential to develop 

work there. St Paul’s has hosted the annual school 

Carol Service for many years. Many sixth formers 

used to frequent the Monday coffee morning before covid-19 struck and Paul Rook (FYC) 

has a vision to build on this by developing a café-space for them in St Paul’s, providing 

opportunities to build relationships and share the Gospel.  

Coffee Morning 

Before covid-19 struck, Coffee Morning used to run every Monday, with a mix of church 

members, people from the community and Graveney students coming along.  

Pilgrim Courses & Bible Study 

There is a hunger to learn and grow in the faith at St Paul’s and members have enjoyed 

working through the Pilgrim Course curriculum in recent years. This has been supplemented 

by a weekly Bible Study with a small group working through a book of the Bible together. 

Lent Courses 

Each Lenten season St Paul’s has joined together with the other churches in the Covenant, 

beginning with a united Ash Wednesday service followed by a five-week course usually 

based at St Alban’s Church. Recent courses have used a popular film as a theme (e.g. The 

Mission, Dead Poets Society, Chariots of Fire) and in 2020 we started the ‘Talking Jesus’ 

course produced by Hope UK.  
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Alpha & Youth Alpha 

In recent years St Paul’s has run an Alpha Course, attended mainly by 

church members, and a Youth Alpha with a small group of teens who 

belong to the church family. There is an appetite to run more courses in 

the future. 

 

Holiday at Home & Holiday Club 

In partnership with the Furzedown Churches St Paul’s helps to run an annual Holiday @ 

Home in August. Based at Mitcham Lane Baptist Church and staffed by volunteers from 

across the churches, H@H provides a programme of activities and spiritual input on a 

chosen theme for senior citizens drawn both from our churches and the community.  

Similarly, St James hosts an annual Children’s Holiday Club for 5-11s, staffed by volunteers 

from the four churches with over forty children attending. 

The Passion & The Nativity 

St Paul’s plays an active part in supporting two 

dramatic presentations of the Gospel each year. The 

Passion on Good Friday and The Nativity just before 

Christmas are performed by volunteers from the four 

churches and take place outdoors in the community, 

drawing many people from outside the churches to 

hear and see the Gospel story come alive.  

Family Fun Day 

St Paul’s has run a very popular Family Fun Day at the end of the summer for the last few 

years. Interest and attendance have grown steadily, and it is seen as a good way to engage 

with the community in an informal way.  

 

Furzedown Churches Limited (FCL) 

In addition to FYC, the four churches of the Covenant set 

up Furzedown Churches Ltd (FCL) to fund and oversee our 

collaborative work. It is governed by a Board of Directors 

representing the four churches and is funded by 

contributions from each church. All the joint activities 

undertaken by the covenant churches come under FCL.  

Leadership & Volunteers 

The new Team Vicar will be supported by a Licensed Reader, a Southwark Pastoral Assistant 

(SPA) and a motivated and committed PCC. St Paul’s participates in the Growing Leaders 

Programme offered by the Furzedown Churches to nurture new leaders. We employ a 

cleaner and contribute financially to the employment of Paul Rook (FYC).  
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Buildings 

The Church building, situated on the corner of Chillerton Road and Welham Road, was built 

in 1926 and is in a good state of repair. It has a Memorial Garden but not a graveyard. Next 

door is Seely Hall, which belongs to St Paul’s and is used exclusively by a Day Nursery during 

the week.  

The Vicarage is located at 63 Chillerton Road. It is a six-bedroom house with a large back 

garden and is in a good state of repair. The expectation is that the new Team Vicar will live 

in the Vicarage -  https://goo.gl/maps/DtkgAZ6j2pPRBbFz6  

 

Person Profile & Job Description 

We want our next Team Vicar to: 

• Be a person of clear and confident Christian faith and conviction, steeped in 

Scripture, prayerful, and with the ability to help people grow in faith, hope and love. 

• Be a person who loves God and people deeply and can relate well across all age 

groups, social & ethnic backgrounds, and stages of faith. 

• Be dynamic, energetic, realistic, positive, flexible, and adaptable. 

• Be a good and faithful preacher and teacher of the word, thoughtful and engaging.  

• Have a love for traditional, liturgical and eucharistic worship, able to lead services 

with dignity, reverence, and joy. 

• Have a tender and strong pastoral heart with a commitment to walk alongside people 

in all circumstances and be a good listener. 

• Have a vision for the growth of the church and the extension of the kingdom, able to 

feel at home with people who are not yet Christians or members of the church. Be 

gifted in relating to young families and able to draw them into the life of the church. 

• Be organised administratively with good communication skills. Be good with finance, 

including fund raising, and able to look after an ageing church building. 

• Be eager to share the responsibility of ministry with others, to delegate, and to 

identity and develop the gifts of others so that all may play their part in the life of the 

church and the work of the kingdom. 

  

We see the following as some of the priorities for our new Team Vicar: 

• Lead the church in reflection and renewal at a new stage in the life of the church, 

and, in particular, reviewing and renewing our Mission Action Plan in a post-COVID 

world. 

• Develop a strategy to reach out to the whole parish, including the Links Estate.   

• Develop our worship services, retaining their traditional feel to feed & nurture our 

current members whilst also finding new ways to attract new members to join us, in 

particular children and young families. 

https://goo.gl/maps/DtkgAZ6j2pPRBbFz6
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• Work with Paul Rook and FYC to establish and develop the café-space for sixth 

formers and collaborate in other ways to grow our work among the youth of 

Furzedown. 

• Take the lead in representing St Paul’s in relationships with the other churches in the 

Team Ministry and Furzedown Churches Covenant; meeting with the other clergy to 

pray and plan, sitting on the Board of Furzedown Churches Ltd (FCL), and taking a 

turn in serving as Hon President of Furzedown Youth Centre (FYC). Take a lead in 

representing St Paul’s in the Deanery, attending Chapter and Synod as time permits. 

• Encourage St Paul’s to own and play a full part in the Team Ministry and the 

Furzedown Churches Covenant. 

• Get to know our members well and make pastoral visiting a priority as time permits.  

• Encourage volunteering and oversee the ministries of the Reader and SPA. Share 

ministry with others in the church and delegate appropriately. 

 

The post of Team Vicar of St Paul’s will be on a House for Duty/Self Supporting basis. 

 

The appointment will be made by a panel consisting of  
o Two Parish Representatives from St Paul’s 
o and a Patronage Board comprising the following:  

• The Team Rector from St James Church 

• The Archdeacon of Wandsworth, the Chair and representing the Bishop 

• A representative of the Church Pastoral Aid Society (Historic Patron for St 
James)  

• A representative of the Church Society (Historic Patron for St Alban’s)  

• The Team Vicar from St Alban’s Church  

 

Appointment is subject to a successful Enhanced DBS check. 

Website Links 

St Paul’s Church www.stpaulfurzedown.org.uk   

St James Church www.stjames-streatham.org.uk  

St Alban’s Church www.stalbanschurch.org.uk  

Mitcham Lane Baptist Church www.mlbc.org.uk  

Furzedown Churches www.furzedownchurches.org  

Furzedown Youth Centre www.furzedownyouthcentre.org.uk  

Sprout Arts www.sproutarts.com  

The Furzedown Project www.furzedownproject.org  

Furzedown Community Network www.furzedown.net  

http://www.stpaulfurzedown.org.uk/
http://www.stjames-streatham.org.uk/
http://www.stalbanschurch.org.uk/
http://www.mlbc.org.uk/
http://www.furzedownchurches.org/
http://www.furzedownyouthcentre.org.uk/
http://www.sproutarts.com/
http://www.furzedownproject.org/
http://www.furzedown.net/

