
 

  

 

Parish Brochure  
for 

St.Paul’s, King Cross 
Halifax 

 

In the faith of the Trinity, to continue to grow a 

Catholic presence in Calderdale through full 

Sacramental worship; meeting our obligations 

through stewardship and local and overseas giving. 

 



Summary 

This brochure sets out: 

 A statement of needs: what we would hope for in a new priest and what we would 

expect to do for him. St Paul’s is a church in the Anglo-Catholic tradition and our 

overriding requirement is that he will embrace, respect and develop our worship 

within that tradition; 

 This will be a shared post with the parish of St. Anne’s, Southowram; 

 The parish itself: King Cross is in a deprived area of Halifax.  About half the 

population is non-Christian and the area attracts a number of transient asylum 

seekers.  St Paul’s is the only remaining Christian place of worship in the parish and 

since the Ukrainian church closed (because of its unsafe building), we have been 

happy to offer them the opportunity to hold a monthly service in St Paul’s; 

 Details of the current make-up of the congregation:  75% of those on the electoral 

role live outside the parish.  Descriptions of our main services are given together 

with details of special events such as baptisms and weddings.  St Paul’s is proud of its 

music and we would hope that a new priest would build on this; 

 The PCC: which is a representative sample of the congregation and meets monthly.  

The officers, e.g. vice chair, treasurer etc. are elected from the membership 

following the APGM. Members are elected for three years and may then seek re-

election.  The churchwardens are elected annually; 

 Our relationship with the community and our efforts to keep in touch; 

 The state of the church itself:  We are proud of our Nicholson church, dedicated in 

1912.  It is an imposing presence in the neighbourhood.  As with most churches of its 

age, it has problems, many of which are being addressed.  We are lucky to have 

members of the congregation who carry out day to day maintenance and a good 

relationship with local tradesmen; 

 The details of the vicarage:  Since the Parish Room in the church is used for meetings 

etc., the vicarage is not usually needed for public use; 

 St Paul’s finances: Thanks to a grant from the heritage Lottery Fund, the major 

repairs to the tower will be paid for and the congregation responds generously to 

one-off projects; 

 St Paul’s in the Diocese of Leeds and the Episcopality of Huddersfield.   

Mission statement 

 

Further information is available on our website, www.stpaulskingcross.co.uk 

  

“In the faith of the Trinity, to continue to grow a Catholic presence in Calderdale through 

full Sacramental worship; meeting our obligations through stewardship and local and 

overseas giving.” 



The Priest we want: Joint Statement of Needs 

The vacancy is a shared ministry between St Anne’s, Southowram, and St Paul’s, King Cross, 

Halifax.  The two parishes are about four miles apart.  As well as their physical separation, the 

two parishes are quite different.  St Paul’s is in a multi ethnic area with high levels of social 

deprivation while St Anne’s enjoys a more rural environment.  The new incumbent should be 

able to operate successfully in both environments and find opportunities for spreading the 

Gospel among the wider population.  He should ideally have some experience of building 

relationships with other faiths and displaced people. 

The two churches have much in common.  Both are churches in the Anglo-Catholic tradition. 

St Paul’s has recently renewed its request to the Bishop for arrangements to be made for the 

church in accordance with the House of Bishops Declaration on the Ministry of Bishops and 

Priests and St Anne’s would expect the new incumbent to be a member of The Society.  We 

are therefore seeking a priest who will commit to the Catholic tradition of St Paul’s and St 

Anne’s through helping the congregations develop their faith and continuing with such 

traditions as the annual joint pilgrimage to the Shrine at Walsingham and support for those 

undergoing theological training at the Community of the Resurrection at Mirfield.  Both 

churches also have a strong musical tradition with dedicated choirs and it is hoped that the 

new incumbent will encourage this. 

The PCCs would also like to highlight the following characteristics: 

A priest who: 

 Can find ways of attracting young people to the church and engage with Withinfields, 

the local school at Southowram and with St Anne’s uniformed groups to encourage 

more young people into the congregations of both churches 

 Will show strong leadership in spiritual/theological matters with an ability to 

sympathise with those on both sides of an argument 

 Is tolerant of other traditions and faiths and sensitive to the environment in which he 

finds himself 

 Has an ability to communicate effectively and adapt to the audience 

 Shows humility 

 Can generate new ideas for outreach 

 Is prepared to make a long term commitment to the parishes 

 Can spot potential for lay development and encourage and support that development 

 Has good organisational skills 

 Is computer literate 

 Is a car owner/ driver (necessary because of the geographical spread of the parish and 

the relationship between the two churches). 

We are mindful of the needs of our priest as well, and would expect him to take proper 

holidays and have regular days off.  We will support him in his training, reading and personal 

development.  



  

 

 

 

The Parish of King Cross 
The Parish of King Cross was created in 1847 and 
stands to the west of Halifax on the South Pennines.  
The current church, dedicated to St Paul, was built in 
1912 to cope with a rapidly expanding population 
and designed to hold 1,000 people.  Since that time, 
the population of the parish has halved, and half of 
the current population are non-Christian minorities.   
St. Paul’s is the only Christian presence in King Cross. 
 

The shape of the parish is irregular and divided into distinct parts.  The area 

round the church has older housing mostly inhabited by those of Pakistani 

heritage, asylum seekers, single people or small families.  The local primary 

school is 100% Muslim and we have a good relationship with them.  

The second area is of larger terraced housing which was divided into two by 

a major road.  Here too the population is largely Muslim, but the area 

includes a popular grammar school, a large development of flats and 

houses, a more racially mixed primary school and some pleasant housing 

on the hillside adjacent to Wainhouse Tower and the Fire Station.  

The third area, Pye Nest, consists of mixed terraced, semis and detached 

housing.  This is further from the church and not easy to connect with.  We 

make sure all these people know that they are in the parish by distributing 

Christmas and Easter cards to every household, about 3,500 homes.   

The population of the parish is around 8,000 but this is increasing with 

additional homes being built. 

King Cross was a thriving shopping centre, but with the 
arrival of Tesco, many of the local independent shops have 
closed and the area is home to many takeaways, a few pubs 
and a couple of restaurants.  There is little industry in the 
parish, mainly small workshops, garages and retail outlets.  
However, King Cross still retains a local Post Office, a 
modern build library and the parish is home to the main 
data centre for the Lloyds Banking Group. 
Within the parish are blocks of sheltered housing and places 
for people with a variety of disabilities and we have some 
contact with them. 
 

 

The area is characterized by high unemployment, drug and substance misuse and is designated an 

Urban Priority Area.  A large section of the population are transient asylum seekers. 

 

 



 

 

Our services are Common Worship except for Sunday 

evensong which is BCP.  We hold a full choral evensong about 

four times a year which attracts not only our own congregation 

but also visitors.  The main service of the week, the Parish 

Mass, is celebrated at 11am where the music is lead by our 

very dedicated and talented Organist assisted by a competent 

four-part Choir. 

 

 

The Laity is involved in reading the lessons, leading the intercessions 
and assisting the Priest in the administration of the chalice during 
Communion. Servers attend the altar and the Priest celebrates with 
full vestments and incense.    
The Sacraments of Reconciliation and Healing are regularly practiced.  
Lay members of the congregation take communion to housebound 
members of the congregation. 
There are services on Holy Days and Feast Days, usually with a sung 
Mass in the evening.  Every Friday there is a said Mass followed by 
cleaning. 
Last year there were 4 baptisms, one wedding and three funerals in 
church.  Confirmations are held as and when practicable. 
Unfortunately Covid-19 has affected planned bookings this year. 
 

 
We follow the Common Worship Lectionary: during Advent we hold a devotional service in 
preparation for Christmas.  On Christmas Eve we hold a service of carols for children which attracts 
quite a large number of non-church goers.  Midnight Mass is celebrated together with a Mass on 
Christmas Day, both of which are Sung.   
We follow a Lent course and observe the Stations of the Cross each week.  Holy Week is of great 
importance to us and we hold a said evening Mass on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday followed 
by a short address.   
 

The Church itself 
The Church and our Family 

The congregation is mixed with people from all backgrounds, opinions, class and income but they 
form a cohesive group working together for the church and its mission. In recent years we have 
attracted new members from Eastern Europe seeking a Catholic form of worship.  A significant 
number of the congregation are of pensionable age yet contribute significantly. 
The number on the Electoral Roll is 63 and of these, 75% live outside the parish.  The average 
number of communicants on Sunday is 44. 
 

Maundy Thursday is celebrated with a sung Mass and includes the washing 
of feet and a vigil till midnight.   
Good Friday has an informal morning service followed by three hours 
devotion including the Liturgy of the Passion and the Veneration of the 
Cross.  Holy Saturday brings the Service of Light.  

 

We are part of the Halifax Cell of Our Lady of Walsingham and make an 

annual pilgrimage to the Shrine along with members of the Church family of 

St. Anne’s. 

 



  

 

  

Our Community. 

St. Paul’s occupies a prominent position in King Cross and 
its tower is a landmark. Engagement with the local 
community is not easy given the racial and religious mix 
of the population.  However, we distribute Christmas and 
Easter cards to every household in the parish and the 
church is usually open every day for private prayer and 
devotion. 
 

 

 

We have a good relationship with Parkinson Lane 
Community Primary School which falls within our 
parish, and the Crossley Heath Grammar School holds 
its annual Christmas service at St Paul’s. 
Since the Ukrainian church closed its doors, they have 
worshipped at St Paul’s, holding their own service on a 
monthly basis. 
 

 

As part of the Halifax Churches Together we collect 
offerings of food on a weekly basis to give to the local 
drop-in centre with special efforts at harvest and 
Christmas. 
The church has also hosted a Saturday lunch club for 
those who are socially isolated. 
The Parish Room is available for any community group 

to use on request. 

 

 
 

The church runs a number of social events during the year to which everybody is welcome, 
parishioner or not. The Congregation are invited to an open meeting where the programme of 
events is set out for the coming year. 

 

These events range from Quiz Nights to evenings of Open Music & 
Literature, Skin Care & Beauty sessions along with a programme of 
Organ Recitals and other musical events during the summer. 
 
We also have parish lunches twice a year following our Sunday 
services and these prove popular and very well attended. 
  
The most successful social event is our monthly Coffee Morning, 
which attracts a number of non-churchgoers from the community 
and is widely reputed for its high standard of home-baking. 

 

 



  
The Church and its buildings 

 Our church is a large Nicholson building dedicated in 1912.  It is 
beautiful and impressive with wonderful acoustics.  The architecture 
demands the traditional form of worship we offer – eastward facing, 
large sanctuary, stepped to the High Altar.  It speaks of awe and 
wonder and the worship of God.  The Lady Chapel has an aumbrey, a 
statue of our lady, votive lights and the same presence of God.  
There is a raised baptistry containing a stone font and a large carved 
oak cover.  The chancel is separated from the nave by a large but 
not overbearing rood screen.   
 

 

 

Light enters the church mainly through a large clear clerestory as well as clear 
glass in the aisle windows.  There are stained glass windows in the Lady 
Chapel, the East window and the unique West window showing a scene of 
Halifax and the Revelation of St John the Divine. 
There is a particularly fine three manual organ which is used for services and 
organ recitals. 
 

 

State of Repair 
At the present time the church is undergoing extensive repair work, 
particularly to the tower.  This work is being carried out with help from 
the Heritage Lottery Fund.   
The roof structure is also problematical and is subject to frequent 
examination.  Our next project is to make this more secure.  As with any 
church of her age, there are on-going maintenance and repair issues but 
we are fortunate that for smaller jobs we have people in the congregation 
who are able to carry some of these out.  
Apart from the roof, the main issue is heating.  We have an elderly and 
inefficient gas heating system which needs replacing.  
The organ is due some refurbishment and we have received a bequest of 
half a million pounds, which will also enhance its capacity and sound. 
Our next quinquennial inspection is due later this year. 
 

In the south-west corner is a Parish Room, 
together with Sacristy, kitchen and toilets.  
The church is surrounded by well-kept 
grounds, including a memorial rose garden 
for the faithful departed and a path leading to 
the vicarage which is situated at the East end 
of the church. 
  

 



  

 

 

 

 

The Vicarage 

The vicarage was built in 1975 and is situated at the 

east end of the church with access from West Royd 

Avenue.  The Parish Room is used for all meetings 

and events so the vicarage is not used by the parish.  

The accommodation is as follows: 

Ground Floor 

Hall leading to the Study 

Inner hall, including a cloak cupboard, leading to: 

 Lounge 

 Dining room 

 Toilet 

 Kitchen leading to 

o Utility room 

o Garage 

Stairs leading to: 

First floor 

Landing leading to: 

 Bedroom 1 (over study) 

 Bedroom 2 (over hall) 

 Bedroom 3 (over lounge) 

 Bedroom 4 (over dining room) 

 Box room 

 Bathroom and separate WC 

 Access to loft. 

Grounds 

There are well-kept, mature and private grounds to 

the rear of the vicarage with a border to the church. 

 

 

  



 

 

  

The Parish Church Council. 

The PCC meets monthly and the two churchwardens are always accessible at other times as 
well as on Sunday mornings.  Members are elected for three years and are then eligible for 
re-election should they so wish. 
 

There are a number of sub-committees which investigate various aspects of the life of the 
church.  These generally meet on an ad hoc basis and any recommendations are passed to 
the PCC for approval.   
 

We currently have two elected members of the Deanery Synod, one of which is elected to 
the Diocesan Synod. 
 

We take Safeguarding very seriously and our dedicated Safeguarding Officer makes sure that 
we are kept up to date with current regulations, including DBS checks and training. We have 
also adopted the statement from the House of Bishops. 
 

The Church with its Council & Finances 

Finances 

The church encourages the congregation to make regular donations through standing orders, 

stewardship envelopes or one-off gift aided envelopes.  We are also fortunate to have 

received a number of legacies which help aid our maintenance of the building.  Members of 

the congregation are also generous in meeting one-off needs such as the recent fault in a 

roof truss which needed urgent and costly strengthening.  We have had periodic giving 

reviews which vary between time, talents and finance but have not held one recently.  We 

reclaim money from HMRC through gift aid. 75% of planned giving is gift-aided. 

Until 2019, the church had always met the Parish Share in full but in that year, unforeseen 

building expenses meant that we were unable to fulfil that commitment.  Payment in 2020 

will depend on other demands on our money, contributions have been paid and is regularly 

addressed by the PCC. 

We do not usually carry out direct fundraising but are considering ways of raising money for 

specific projects such as the heating. 

We give 10% of our regular giving to charity which is distributed annually, the recipients 

being determined by the congregation and the PCC.  In addition, we have special collections 

in Christian Aid week and Lenten boxes which go to the USPG or ACS.  We donate goods to 

the local drop-in centre. 

The latest set of accounts for 2019 can be found as an appendix. 

 



 

The Wider Context 

 

St Paul’s is in the Diocese of Leeds and the Deanery of Halifax and the Calder Valley.  The Diocese 

is only six years old and is still working to establish an effective organisational structure. There 

are five Episcopal Areas, each coterminous with an Archdeaconry. 

The Diocese has clarified its three main objectives: 

 Confident Christians: Encouraging personal spiritual renewal with the aim of producing 

clergy and laity who are confident in God and in the Gospel 

 Growing Churches: Numerically, spiritually and in their mission to the wider world 

 Changing communities: For the better, through our partnership with other churches and 

faith communities, as well as government and third sector agencies. 

St Paul’s would hope to work towards achieving these objectives with the help of its new priest. 

The church is a benefice of its own, separate from St Anne’s, Southowram, a church of similar 

churchmanship and tradition.  Contact tends to be informal but there may be ways of bringing 

the congregations closer together, though the distance between the churches and the lack of 

public transport are hindrances. 

Our last incumbent was designated the Deanery officer for Interfaith relationships and we would 

hope that the work he did could be built on by the new incumbent. 

 

 

 

Halifax itself, lies within the Metropolitan Borough of Calderdale 

and has much to recommend as a place to live and has had a high 

profile recently thanks to the renovation of the Piece Hall and 

Square Chapel with an imposing Town Hall. Just east of the 

Pennines, King Cross is not far from some stunning countryside, 

including the famous Pennine Way and our very own Calderdale 

Way. 

The borough has recently gained the name of ‘Calderwood’ 

following successful TV series being set and filmed in the area, King 

Cross included. Happy Valley, Last Tango in Halifax, Ackley Bridge 

and Gentleman Jack have attracted tourists, especially to visit 

Shibden Hall, the home of Anne Lister.  

The town is also home to Eureka, an interactive museum for 

children attracting visitors nationwide. 

 



Appendix 

  ST PAULS PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL    
 FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31st DECEMBER 2019 
         
         
      2019  2018 

RECEIPTS   Restricted Unrestricted Total   
    £ £ £  £ 

Receipts and Payments Accounts      
         

RECEIPTS         
Voluntary Receipts:        

         
 Planned giving             22,362           

22,362  
          26,787  

 Collections and other giving                250              4,166             4,416               
3,765  

 Miscellaneous Gift Aid             
8,995  

            1,765           
10,760  

             
3,637  

 VAT claim              
1,813  

                
683  

           2,496               
4,112  

 Grants            83,551            
83,551  

             
8,360  

 Legacies                5,000             5,000            10,188  

 Donations           27,219                  
156  

         
27,375  

             
2,649  

 Income tax recovered             
7,230  

            6,530           
13,760  

          17,303  

           129,058            40,662        169,720            76,801  

Activities for Generating Funds      
 Hire of Parish Rooms              1,225             1,225                  835  
                          -                      

-  
  

           129,058            41,887        170,945            77,636  

Church Activities:        

 Fees                    
850  

              850               
1,416  

           129,058            42,737        171,795            79,052  

         
Investment Income:       

 Bank interest                     54                  54                    52  
 CBF Deposit Fund                 104                  

237  
              341                  245  

 Dividends(CBF Investment Fund)                 
575  

              575                  561  

         

TOTAL RECEIPTS          129,162            43,603        172,765            79,910  

         

         

 
 

       



PAYMENTS 
         

Church Activities:        
 Diocesan Parish Contribution           12,000           

12,000  
          28,695  

 Church running expenses            13,001           
13,001  

          12,883  

 Clergy expenses                        -                      
-  

                     -  

 Cost of services               3,399             3,399               
3,775  

 Building maintenance              2,958             2,958               
2,128  

 Major repairs           32,188              8,590           
40,778  

             
4,333  

 Architect/Surveyor fees             
9,280  

            9,280            29,033  

 Printing and stationery              1,773             1,773               
1,610  

 Committee for Missions              4,380             4,380               
2,984  

TOTAL 
PAYMENTS 

           41,468            46,101           
87,569  

          85,441  

         
Excess of Receipts over payments          87,694  -2498          

85,196  
 -5531 

         

Transfer between funds              
8,590  

-8590    

         
Cash at bank and in hand 1 January          13,522            47,625           

61,147  
          66,678  

         

Cash at bank and in hand 31 
December  

       109,806            36,537        146,343            61,147  

         
         

 

  



 

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR YEAR ENDED 31st DECEMBER 2019 
   

  

ST PAUL'S PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL 
    

          

  

Restricted 
Funds 

  

2019 
 

2018 
 

      

£ 
 

£ 
 Organ Fund 

        Balance brought forward 
   

4186 
 

3403 
 Received 

     

40 
 

766 
 Interest 

     

32 
 

17 
 

      

4258 
 

4186 
 

          Heating Fund 
        Balance brought forward 

   

9336 
 

1002 
 Received 

     

2999 
 

12549 
 Interest 

     

72 
 

47 
 Income tax claimed 

    

980 
   VAT Claimed 

    

0 
 

76 
 Paid out 

     

0 
 

-4338 
 

      

13387 
 

9336 
 

          

          Tower Fund 
        Balance brought forward 

   

0 
 

10450 
 Received  

     

20 
 

1849 
 Received from Heritage Lottery Fund 

  

83,551 
 

8360 
 VAT claimed 

    

0 
 

4036 
 Interest 

     

0 
 

0 
 Paid out 

     

0 
 

-24695 
 

      

83,571 
 

0 
 

          Roof Truss 
        Received 

     

33,405 
   VAT claimed 

    

1,813 
   Income tax claimed 

    

6250 
   Received from general funds 

   

8590 
   Paid out 

     

-50,058 
   

      

0 
   

          

          
          



 

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR YEAR ENDED 31st DECEMBER 2019 
   

  

ST PAULS PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL 
    

  

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS - DESIGNATED FUND 
    

     

Total 
    

    

2019 
 

2018 
   

    

£ 
 

£ 
   

          Cash received 
  

            1,183  
 

           2,382  
   

 

from General a/c 
 

               130              1,313                219  
 

            
2,601  

 

          Payments to Charities:- Christian Aid             1,163  
 

           2,012  
   

  

US 
 

                 20  
 

              117  
   

  

ACS 
 

                 95  
 

                75  
   

  

Childrens Society                     -  
 

                56  
   

  

Seafarers Mission                  35  
 

                32  
   

  

Macmillan 
 

                    -  
 

              221  
   

  

Tanzania 
 

                    -              1,313                  88  
 

            
2,601  

 

    

  
 

  
   

          
          
          
          
          

 

STATEMENTS OF ASSETS AND LIABILITIES AT 31st DECEMBER 2019 
   

    

GENERAL FUNDS 
    Cash funds 

    

2019 
 

2018 
 

    

Restricted Unrestricted Total 
   

 

Bank Deposit Account 
  

629 629 
 

575 
 

 

Bank Current Account 
 

85,969           14,911        100,880  
 

         10,068  
 

 

Cash 
   

                241                241  
 

               
252  

 

 

Central Board of Finance  
      

  

Deposit Fund          13,627            30,966           44,593  
 

         50,252  
 

        

  
 

    

         99,596            46,747        146,343  
 

         
61,147  

           
          Investment Assets 

        At Cost 
 

1032 shares Central Board of Finance 
    

  

Investment Fund No of shares: 
 

           1,032  
 

            
1,032  

 

      

  
   

 

Market Value 
   

         19,738  
 

         
16,625  

 
          Debtors and prepayments 

       

 

VAT Claim 
    

           6,630  
   

      

           6,630  
   Liabilities 

         

 

Independent Examination 
  

              180  
   

  

Organ Repairs 
  

           1,198  
   

      

           1,378  
   



    

 

     

          

          

           


