
St Peter’s Church 

Parish Profile 

This Parish Profile has been put together by members of St Peter’s Parochial Church Council to 

give potential candidates for our new Parish Priest  a flavour of our much loved church  

community. If you have any questions about our church, please contact us (details are on the 

last page). 

Our Church Mission Statement is - ‘Worshipping God – Expressing His love’ which runs 

through everything we do, from our regular church services to our outreach and community 

links.  



DEVELOPING OUR MISSION 

We are really looking forward to 
appointing a Parish Priest who 
can develop our Mission Action 
Plan. We have some ideas which 
we hope could be developed  
further and may be a good start 
for the new incumbent. 

Three missional areas which  
St Peter’s, Norbiton, could  
develop into a Mission Action Plan 
are… 

Area 1: To support the vulnerable people in the area. 

This could be achieved by: 

 The vicar continuing as being the Chair person on the Joel Community Trust,

 Building close links with Kingston Churches Action on Homelessness.

 Encouraging and having a presence at the ‘vintage banquet’ (detailed later in this profile!)

 Holding a monthly service at the Betterkind Nursing home

Supporting and involving the ethnic minorities within our racially diverse church community; the 
majority including Korean and Iranian backgrounds. It may include providing translation during 
the service, small groups, activities or programs outside of the main services for spiritual growth. 

Area 2: To increase the worshipping community at St Peter's, especially by drawing in 
families in the parish by: 

 Creating links with the proposed secondary school in the area

 Continuing with ‘Dinner with Jesus’ for the student community

 Encouraging a mixture of traditional and contemporary worship suitable for all ages and
backgrounds during the church services.

 Supporting youth work by introducing youth events, small groups in and outside of the
church, inviting children from the local community.

Encouraging small groups, such as bible study, for all ages, throughout the week and conse-
quently implementing more leadership roles and a heart of serving by the church community for 
the church community. 



Area 3: To be a visible presence and support during 
the regeneration of the Cambridge Estate 

 Exploit our ‘Archway’ Parish rooms (explained later
in this document) to have a greater impact on the estate
community and fostering relationships with the different
groups who use the premises (such as the scouts)

 Building on good relationships with the council and
developers

 Ensure Contact and support to residents during the
time of change



SERVING THE LOCAL COMMUNITY - 

THE CAMBRIDGE ROAD ESTATE 

Cambridge Road Estate (CRE) lies wholly within the parish of Norbiton and in 2020 the residents 
opted by majority vote in an estate wide ballot to accept the landlords offer proposing a new estate 
with demolition of the current 843 units to be replaced by approximately 2200 new build units of 

social and private housing in phases over ten years starting in 2021. 

Visit http://www.cambridgeroadestate.com/ for more information.

CRE is classified as the most disadvantaged area of the Borough of Kingston upon Thames and is 
within the 20% most deprived areas of England. The closer link between social inequality and  
disparity in health outcomes is well known.  However, some of the most affluent parts of London 
are also contained within the Parish in and around the lower reaches of Kingston Hill, and this 
adds greatly to the staggering socio economic diversity that make up the St Peter's congregation. 
This church has a serious background of care and loving service to our community, but has a 
track record of outreach and support to the disadvantaged in particular. 

The premature death of our beloved vicar and the ongoing pandemic has severely curtailed this 
work by the church in the community, and we are looking for a new vicar to reignite the passion 
and service ethic amongst the congregation and a further network of volunteers that was Borough 
wide. 

We require a person who can face the challenge of the large increase in population over the life-
time of this CRE redevelopment and other smaller housing proposals in Norbiton currently before 
the council planning office. The skills and diplomacy necessary to bring extremely economically 
diverse groups together in unity and harmony to promote Christian biblical teaching ideas and 
practice is essential. 

The Parish residents experience a 40% turnover in population every 5 years due to a large 
student population and also the ongoing rise in the gig economy, and housing rental market, so for 
many residents the Parish Church of St Peter's represents a focal point that represents the 
bedrock of their faith, with many secular residents also identifying the church as an important 
community hub. The coming decades will see a large increase in the population of the Parish and 
currently we are unsure as to how the social and economic infrastructure will cope, with most 
recently a local school with links to the church having its closure announced, residents remain 
unsure about how the proposed population expansion will have its material and spiritual needs 
fulfilled. 



Children’s Sunday Club 

Our Sunday Club for children aged 3-12 runs  

bimonthly during the morning service. We have a 

small core group of families who attend regularly but 

the numbers can vary significantly. Through the 

teaching of God’s word, we aim to encourage the 

children to become caring and understanding  

towards others, from family members to those in the 

wider community. We try to ensure that the children 

have an age appropriate awareness of the groups 

and activities that take place during the week and in 

which the church is involved. We also encourage the 

children to have an active involvement in the services 

by taking part in the music, presenting readings and 

creating artwork for the church and our members. 

Music and Worship 

At St Peter’s the worship is 
led by four different groups 
consisting of those who  
desire to give God praise 
and glory through music; 
these groups consist of a men’s 
group, youth group, and a  
mixture of all ages. The groups 
are based around a worship 
leader who is mainly singing, 
accompanied by an acoustic 
guitar, piano, backing singers 
and  occasionally with bass  
guitar, drums, strings and 
trumpet. 

The heart of each team is not to produce worship that is perfect in anyway but simply focusing on 
God and worshipping His name. Therefore, without many restrictions, traditional to modern  
worship music is used and mixed within the main service. In light to support all ages into bringing 
a suitable connection through worship, the music teams are continuously making an effort to  
introduce new songs and go back to older hymns. The breath of these songs has become deeper 
each time.   

As the youth have desired to focus on deeper communion through worship, Sunday evenings 
have been a time for introducing more modern worship. The evening worship services (‘Dinner 
with Jesus’), originally intended for youth, have reached out to all ages. It focuses on both the  
individual aspect of building a relationship with God, through spending time worshiping and 
providing a safe place to express personal emotions, and the communal aspect of sharing a meal 
around the table. The Sunday evening worship service is intended to express that this deep  
connection made through worship and music can be penetrated into the daily patterns of life.  
Although these evening sessions have paused, there is a great thirst to bring them back. 

Bible Study 

Bible study is a valuable tool to understanding our 

Christian beliefs. It is only by finding our way through a 

sometimes quite difficult passage that we can begin to 

grow in faith. St Peter’s only has one or two very small 

groups  and it is something that needs real input. 

There can be real joy in discussing a verse, chapter or 

book of the bible in depth. 

OUR SUNDAY SERVICES 



Welcoming our Congregation 

The welcoming at St. Peter’s is very important to us, many people have commented how the first 

contact they had in our church had helped them make the decision to come back. Iris, one of our 

sides people writes: “Coming to church for the first time can be overwhelming therefore it is  

important to welcome a visitor at the entrance of the church saying how nice to meet you. Thank 

you for coming ask them their name as you show them to a seat. Introduce them to a member of 

the congregation. At the end of the service ask the visitor if they enjoyed the service as they leave 

thank them and hope to see them again. We are open to suggestions.” 

Regular Shared Lunches 

Shared lunches, our diverse congregation 

leads to some very mixed shared lunches 

and we love it, a chance to sample the 

tastes of other cultures and chat to others. 

We have had shared lunches about 6 

times per year, moving the chairs in the 

church to form groups of us chatting and 

eating together, if Jesus walked through 

the door he would have come amongst us 

and joined in. 

Prayer at Saint Peter’s 

In any Christian community one 

of the most important  

aspects of worship is  

prayer. Prayer is the means by 

which we talk directly to God  

and, at St Peter’s, there is a 

small but enthusiastic prayer 

team. It is, though, something 

that needs to grow. So few  

people understand the power of 

prayer. God always  

answers, although not  

necessarily in the manner we 

would like. 

OUR SUNDAY SERVICES 



The Joel Project 

The Joel Project was started by the vision of the  

previous vicar. Kingston Upon Thames like many  

areas, has a high number of homeless people.  

Giving support to the those less fortunate was a  

passion of the vicar who oversaw the building of a 

night shelter for the homeless on the site of  

St. Peter’s Church in the church hall. It has become 

a place to receive hospitality and comfort and has 

had a huge impact on the local community. 

Mothers Union 

At St Peter's we have a small but faithful group for our Mother’s Union who meet regularly in 

the church. We often have guest speakers and enjoy afternoon tea together. We join with  

neighbouring groups for summer garden parties and enjoy Cathedral prayers each month. 

Archways 

St Peter’s Parish hall is called Archways because it 

is intended to be a bridge between St Peter’s church 

and the local community. Conveniently, it is in  

walking distance of the main church building and 

situated on the fringe of the Cambridge Road  

Estate. Historically, it has been used for numerous 

purposes, including fresh expression church  

services, Messy Church, toddler groups, Scouts,  

Bible studies, Holiday clubs, Fun days and much 

more. Due to its familiar atmosphere and location, it 

is a very inviting space for local people of all ages 

and a great opportunity to reach out to people who 

might normally not come to church. Currently, due to 

the coronavirus situation we have used the  

Archways to pack ‘Messy church in a bag’. 

OUR CHURCH COMMUNITY 



The Vintage Banquet 

The ’Vintage Banquet’ is a full day 

of activities for the over 60s every 

Thursday. We look to share a 

warm, engaging atmosphere  

encouraging friendship,  

socialising and fun. 

We have been going every  

Thursday since 2015 for the over 

60s. It is a very relaxed  

atmosphere and a great way of 

making friends. The Vintage  

Banquet accepts people of all religions, faiths, ethnicities and walks of life. The day starts with  

gentle light exercises, followed by games, quizzes, and sing songs or a guest speaker. After a lunch 

we have other games or quizzes or our famous Banqueteer Bingo. 

Our guests and regulars  have so much fun that at the end of the day they always say what a great 

time they have had and how they look forward to the next Thursday. One guest recently said, ‘In the 

cold and grey winter when feeling alone, I think about Vintage Banquet and suddenly the sadness is 

gone.’ 

OUR CHURCH COMMUNITY 



HISTORY OF ST PETER’S CHURCH 

Situated at the junction of London Road 
and Cambridge Road lies St. Peter's 
Church, the first of Gilbert Scott’s seven 
commissioned churches. Built in 1842, 
on the site of Norbiton place, the former 
home of Sir. John Philips, the church lies 
within The Royal Borough of Kingston 
Upon Thames and is approximately 1 
mile (1.6 km) east of the bustling King-
ston Upon Thames town centre and 11 
miles (17.7 km) from Charing Cross. 

Originally part of the Parish of All Saints 
Church, Kingston, in 1840 the separate 
parish of Norbiton was created. The area 
is a mixture of  Edwardian and Victorian 
properties, along with family houses built in the twenties and thirties. These houses neighbour 
small, localised brown-field developments of the sixties and eighties and modern flats. Norbiton 
contains more social and council housing than other areas of Kingston, the largest of which being 
the Cambridge Road Estate, ranked in the top 20% of the most deprived areas in the country.

Over the years an increasing number of young professional renters have moved into the area. 
The accessible transport links has made Norbiton the ideal area for commuting to central London 
and the two largest employers, Kingston Hospital and Kingston University attract professionals 
and students.  Currently 60% of Norbiton residents rent their home.  The parish has over 10,000 
residents (2011 census 10,107), a large proportion of which are single (28%) and the average 
age of residents is 34 years old. With a small high street of local shops, Norbiton has a communi-
ty feel. Much like the rich cultural historical nature of the site of St. Peter's Church  (once the 
home of Cesar Picton a slave who lived at Norbiton Place for thirty years before becoming a suc-
cessful coal merchant in Kingston) the parish of Norbiton has a diverse, multi-cultural community, 
with 77.4% of residents who speak English there are nine other top languages  spoken within the  
parish. 

Like any other urban community struggling with twenty-first century life Norbiton has its  
challenges; martial breakdowns, stress, financial pressures and with the current pandemic,  
isolation, loneliness, illness and in some cases death. Seen as an affluent area there is also a  
social-economic divide.  The number of people living in temporary accommodation in the 
neigbouring borough of Kingston Upon Thames increased by 65.9% and placed the area in 24 of 
the top 30 highest local rates of homelessness in England (report by Shelter in December 2019). 

St. Peter's Church actively engages in supporting those in need.  Our winter night shelter trans-
formed into the Great Feast and later  became the Joel Community Project, Vintage Banquet, 
Messy Church, Toddler Group and out-reach with the children and families of the former Kingston 
Community School. The parish has several educational establishments (community, Academy, 
voluntary aided and private schools). Until September 2020 the church had significant links to 
Kingston Community School, a Charitable trust free school with a Christian ethos of Grace love 
and fellowship. Earlier in 2020, the building of a new church secondary school in Kingston Upon 
Thames has been confirmed by the Diocese and will be built in St Peter’s parish. We hope to 
forge links with this new school and make the most of the opportunities a new secondary school 
on our doorstep will present. 



PARISH MAP 



CONTACT DETAILS 

St Peter's Church 

London Road 

Kingston Upon Thames 

Surrey 

KT2 6QL 

Telephone: 020 8546 3212 

E-Mail: stpetersnorbiton@btinternet.com

Website: https://e-voice.org.uk/stpetersnorbiton/ 

We hope you have enjoyed reading about our church. If you are interested in 

the role of our vicar then we can offer the following… 

 A committed and supportive Parochial Church Council

 Kingston Upon Thames is a thriving, modern and desirable borough of

greater London with good local schools, great parks, excellent amenities,

a bustling shopping area and strong transport links (central London is

twenty minutes away by train).

 A lovely vicarage which is suitable for a family and has a large garden.

mailto:stpetersnorbiton@btinternet.com





