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Section 1: Introduction 

 

From the Bishop of Kirkstall, Area Bishop for the city of Leeds 

I see the parish of Seacroft as a high priority in our Church Revitalisation for 

Leeds. We are looking for a new Team Rector who is committed to on-the-

ground Church of England ministry in a challenging part of East Leeds but can 

also lead a strategy for numerical church growth.  Currently, there is a full-time 

Team Vicar and a full-time Youth Evangelist (partly funded by Church Army), 

who have built on good community relationships, which include a Church of 

England Secondary School, Bishop Young Academy; and a Church of England 

Primary School, St. Paul’s, Whinmoor. 

 

We have plans to plant in 2022 from the neighbouring Parish of Roundhay (one 

of our Resource Churches in Leeds) to grow the small congregation which 

meets in St. Paul’s, Whinmoor School. 

 

The Team Rector will need to be able to lead and empower a diverse group of 

colleagues, lay and ordained, with energy and enthusiasm and be able to 

articulate and implement a vision for growth across the parish, using a range of 

approaches. 

 

God bless, 

+ Paul 
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Our Vision Statement 

As the Church of England in Seacroft, Swarcliffe and Whinmoor, we believe we 

are called: 

 to worship God together 

 to love and support one another  

 to pray for our neighbours and for the wider world 

 to learn and grow together 

 to offer an unconditional welcome to all who come to us 

 to share God’s love 

 

 

 

We are an inclusive church; we celebrate and affirm every person and do not 

discriminate on grounds of disability, economic power, ethnicity, gender, gender 

identity, learning disability, mental health, neurodiversity, or sexuality. We 

believe in a Church which welcomes and serves all people in the name of Jesus 

Christ; which is scripturally faithful; which seeks to proclaim the Gospel afresh 

for each generation; and which, in the power of the Holy Spirit, allows all people 

to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Jesus Christ. 
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Section 2: What we can offer a new Team Rector 

We have much to offer our new Team Rector, including: 

 

Location: 

 A 4-bedroom vicarage adjacent to St Richard’s Church, with direct access 

to the church without going outside. The house offers off street parking 

and a garage, alongside an enclosed garden containing fruit trees. 

         
 

 A Victorian Parish Church (St James’s) set on the village green in the 

older part of Seacroft. 

 We are in close proximity to Roundhay Park– the largest municipal park 

in Europe with its lakes, playgrounds and woodland walks, and to the 

Wyke Beck Valley local nature reserve – a walking and cycle route that 

skirts round the east of Leeds. 

      
 Leeds city centre with its shops, cafés, theatres, and museums is only a 

short bus ride away. 

 Easy access to the Yorkshire countryside with Ilkley Moor and Otley 

Chevin within half hour drives and the Dales and North Yorkshire Moors 

only a little further away. 
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 A good choice of local primary schools, and secondary schools, including: 

 Whinmoor St Paul’s C of E Primary (where St Paul’s congregation 

worships) - a lively church primary with a strong Christian ethos and their 

motto ‘Every child is a unique child of God’.  
 

 
 

 The Bishop Young Academy (secondary provision) - Neil Obbard our 

‘Church Army’ Youth Evangelist works closely with the school. 

 

 
 

People and networks: 

 The support of a team vicar and a Youth Evangelist. 

 Three relatively small yet committed and faithful church fellowships. 

 Planned church plant at St Paul’s Church to help grow the small 

congregation there from St Edmund’s Roundhay in 2022.  

 The support of a group of lay leaders. 

 The assistance of Lay Eucharistic Ministers who take home communions 

to the housebound and lead services in local care homes. 

 A desire to work together with the Team Vicar and Youth Evangelist to 

move the church forward in mission so that others may come to know 

the love of God and come to faith in Christ. 

 The assistance of a part time volunteer administrator. 

 Established links into the community including through the Foodbank, 

Parish Larder, Saturday night hot meals service, the Olive Branch 

community café, visits to and services in care homes, St Paul’s church 

school, and through the work of the Youth Evangelist. 

 Ecumenical links with other churches in the parish. 
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Section 3:  The priest we would like 

What we are looking for in our new Team Rector: 

 A strong enabler who has ambition, drive and enthusiasm to work with 

the existing congregation to develop a clear vision that will move the 

Parish forward, encouraging everyone to participate, contribute and 

develop their gifts and abilities including lay leadership skills. 

 A prayerful person who can communicate the gospel to all ages in 

different settings. 

 We anticipate a period of change and will need a Team Rector who can 

move things forward, and who will listen to the existing parish, while 

guiding and challenging our faith to help us grow into a new and forward 

thinking parish. 

 A good team player who can communicate effectively to ensure 

transparency with the congregations. 

 Someone with the drive and enthusiasm to continue the work that has 

been started in our church primary school. 

 Someone who can support and encourage people in the community to 

attend church.  

 Someone who can help us to change the way we think about 

stewardship. 

 Someone who is able to communicate with young families as well as to 

value the wealth of experience the older generation have to offer. 
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Section 4: About the parish  

 

Up until the 1950s Seacroft was a small village on the outskirts of Leeds. Post 

war urban development plans led the city council to propose house building on 

a huge scale that would result in a town within a town. So Seacroft, as it is 

today, was born. Thousands of council houses were built around the old village, 

while retaining the village green and its historic buildings as the centre of the 

new town. Whinmoor and Swarcliffe, just across the Leeds ring road from 

Seacroft, were similarly developed. 

In a burst of optimism for the church’s role in the new development, three new 

churches were built, and a further worship space was incorporated into St 

Paul’s Church of England primary school in Whinmoor. 

Seacroft is among the poorest areas of Leeds. Today, the parish has a 

population of around 30,000 in total. Most of them are white working-class 

people who live in council houses or have bought their own home from the 

council. As the original houses come to the end of their useful life, they are 

being demolished and new private estates are being built for owner occupiers 

and thus the demographic of the area is starting to change. Unlike other urban 

areas of Leeds there is not a large ethnic minority population in Seacroft. 
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Section 5: About the churches 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

St James’ is the parish church. 

It is a Victorian listed building 

which occupies a prominent 

position on the village green. 

Its congregation of around 

25-30 worship each Sunday in 

a traditional eucharistic 

service. 

St Richard’s is a modern building on the 

edge of the parish. Building work 

commenced in 1955 for this building, and 

the vicarage came sometime after this. 

Around 15 – 20 people gather here on a 

Sunday morning for a traditional 

eucharistic service. 
 

St Paul’s is a church within a 

permanent school building. 

Around 20 people worship 

together each Sunday in the 

school Hall, which is 

transformed each week into 

an appropriate worship 

space. 

St Luke’s Swarcliffe was one 

of the churches built in the 

1960’s. It is no longer used 

for services but is still the 

responsibility of the PCC. 
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In addition to Sunday worship in the churches there are other worshipping 

communities run by the church. 

 Little Angels is a group for toddlers and their carers that offers a time of 

play and craft activities followed by a short service of songs, bible stories 

and bubble prayers. 

 Lay worship leaders from the churches go into local care homes regularly 

to lead services and also provide a home communion service.   

 

Below are some pictures of some of our more memorable events. 

 

Summer Songs of Praise 
   

 

Photos from the summer songs of praise, outside The Seacroft Care Village. This was a fantastic 

event, which was attended by parishioners and residents from the care village. Some of the residents 

pictured also join in our monthly services here. 

 

Annual Sponsored Walk 
 

 

Parishioners enjoying a cup of tea after completing a sponsored walk in Roundhay Park. The 

sponsored walk was started by Kate Huggett, who was really passionate about fundraising for 

church. Sadly she died a few years ago and the walk has been continued in her memory. We could do 

with a few younger people joining us in the future, as some of us are getting a bit beyond this now. 
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St Paul’s 50th Celebrations 
 

 

 

On 11th June 2017 St Paul’s held a celebration to mark its 50th anniversary, and lots of guests were 

invited. Parishioners of course, plus many friends and families of pupils and former pupils, former 

numbers of the congregation who had moved away, former vicars and previous headteachers. School 

children had made bunting to decorate the hall and there were lots of photos on display. The hall 

was packed for the service and all enjoyed the rousing hymns. A splendid buffet followed, with a 

cake made by one of the congregation. All in all, a joyous occasion. 

 

Governance 

The PCC is made up of the following posts: 

 The team Rector 

 A team vicar – Reverend Dominic Mughal 

 A Youth Evangelist – Neil Obbard 

 Chair – usually the Team Rector 

 Vice Chair – Hilary Kitching 

 2 parish church wardens - Hilary Kitching and Tracey Harrison  

 3 assistant wardens – Sheila Brown, Jenny Eastwood and Martine 

Hinchliffe 

 A treasurer – Joanne Shaw 

 A secretary – To be agreed at next PCC meeting 

 Additional elected members – Anne Ward, Carolyn Jackson, Lis Bows, 

Lynn Thorp, Lynda Blyth, Rebecca Steggles and David Towers.  



Seacroft Parish November 2020  11 

There are themed sub-committees who report to the PCC and aid it in its work. 

These include: 

 Communication 

 Study and nurture 

 Children and young people 

 Buildings 

 Finance  

 Pastoral care 

The sub-committees meet as and when they are needed. Each has its own chair 

and can co-opt others who are not on the PCC but have the skills appropriate 

to the task in hand.  

 

Mission and Community Outreach 

 Baptisms and marriages - Most baptisms and marriages take place in the 

parish church, but St Richard’s is also licensed. St Paul’s church also hosts 

baptisms. (48-52 baptisms; 10-12 weddings per year) 

 Funerals (15-20 per year) 

 Sunday school/junior church – at present St James’ has a Sunday school 

during Sunday morning worship, but a similar group at St Richard’s no 

longer meets as the number of children has declined. This is an area 

where we would like to see growth.  

 Bell ringers – St James’ has a peal of six bells now 

which are rung by an experienced band of ringers. 

The new bell was gifted to us by the Keltec Trust to 

give us 6 bells instead of 5. 

 ‘Knit and natter’ – a group of ladies who meet once 

a fortnight to  knit and share expertise with others, they have also 

supported special events such as knitting poppies for Remembrance Day, 

angels for distribution at Christmas and bunting for the Tour De 

Yorkshire etc. 

 Food bank – this is run by the Trussell Trust out of the crypt at St 

Richard’s. It is staffed by volunteers from the churches. Only those with 

vouchers from the local authority and other official bodies can access the 

food bank so volunteers maintain a smaller supply of food in a ‘Parish 
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Larder’ that can be given out to those without a voucher or as a 

supplement to the food given out by the food bank. 

 Saturday meal – our previous rector initiated this about 6 years ago at St 

Richard’s. A meal is cooked by volunteers in turn from ingredients 

supplied by local supermarkets and other donors. This is an opportunity 

for fellowship and pastoral care among the poorest of the community. 

Due to the pandemic we have been limited to a take-away service only. 

We hope to return to the original format of a sit-down meal as soon as 

this is possible and safe to do so. 

 Christmas Toy Distribution operates from St Richard’s Church and is run 

in conjunction with St Georges Crypt. A very valued and worthwhile 

project, ensuring that children do not miss out on gifts at Christmas. 

 Chance project -  assisted by volunteers 

from the local community, church members 

support an annual residential weekend that 

gives local children aged 4 – 11 the 

opportunity to build their confidence and 

make new friends in a supportive and 

structured environment.  The project aims 

to give respite and support to families who 

have limited opportunities due to low 

income, difficult family circumstances, 

health or other constraints.  Some photos 

from the 2019 weekend are shown here. 

  Youth groups - 13th Leeds Templars 

Scouting Unit runs a Beavers’ group and a 

Cub pack at St James’. 

 Olive Branch Community Café – meets once 

a week to offer coffee and snacks at 

affordable prices as well as offering friendship to the wider community. 
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 Youth work - We have a ‘Church Army’ Youth 

Evangelist in the parish who is involved with the youth 

of the parish and works in both our church schools. He 

is also a lay Reader and leads worship in our local 

church schools.  Volunteers from the churches also 

assist the local youth club at the Denis Healey Centre 

in Seacroft, by cooking with the children once a 

month, as shown in the photo here:  

 Church schools in the parish– Whinmoor St Paul’s C of E primary school, 

and The Bishop Young Academy. 

The Churches of St James, St Richards and St Pauls work very closely with Leeds 

Centre of Mission. Leeds Centre of Mission is run by the Church Army, their 

present lead evangelist is Neil Obbard. Neil is passionate about the Gospel and 

bringing everyone, but especially the youth of the area, the good news of Jesus 

Christ. 

 

Youth Evangelist 

Neil lives right in the middle of the estate and is aften out 

and about chatting and talking to many within the area. He 

regularly attends the local Bishop Young Academy secondary 

school and is involved with St Paul’s primary school having 

led assemblies and informal worship with both families and 

also with pupils. Neil also helps out in the English 

department in his capacity as an author, and in the humanities department – 

specifically RE - as his experience as an international missionary and evangelist 

is often sought after. He also collaborates with Leeds Faith in Schools and was 

about to go into a few more schools prior to the Covid19 outbreak, which has 

curtailed his activities for a while.  

During the time of Covid, he has been kept very busy with delivering food 

parcels wherever necessary for the school and conducting welfare visits for the 

most vulnerable of pupils. He has set up a YouTube channel so that the youth 

can log on and see some great teaching aimed at their level, along with some 

fun challenges for them to take part in whenever they can. 

In the future, Neil is looking forward to setting up youth clubs, a dedicated 

youth centre and a youth church based on the successful ‘Sorted’ model.  
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A message from the head of Whinmoor St. Paul’s C of E (VA) Primary School   

I joined the St. Paul’s community about 4 years ago, as an interim head teacher 

and then as the permanent head teacher.  I just didn’t want to leave!  Leading 

St. Paul’s is a privilege I take very seriously and do all in my power to support our 

families, children and community, always remembering that within St. Paul’s, 

‘Every Child is a Unique Child of God,’ and the future adults in our society.   

A little about us: we are a Church of England school, judged to be ‘Good with 

Outstanding Personal Development’ by Ofsted (2020) and to be ‘Excellent’ by 

the Church of England (SIAMS 2019). Reports are available on our website. 

Within school, we drive improvement through our values led curriculum and do 

our utmost to give our children the best start to school life. We believe in making 

learning active, enjoyable and accessible and we believe that our daily prayers 

and worship bond us together and keep us strong, especially in recent months 

when we have missed our whole school time together,  welcoming in our 

families and friends to join in our worship and celebrations.    

We would dearly love a closer relationship with the new Rector. Someone who 

would ‘feature’ in our school life, be a presence, be visible to our children, 

families and staff, sometimes lead us in services and prayer and join in our 

worship – certainly at key times in the year.  As a community we would 

wholeheartedly welcome this partnership and I know it would support us all, as 

we continue to put God at the centre of all we do at St. Paul’s.   

Thank you.   

Mags McBride.   

Head teacher
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Section 6: Summary and conclusion 

Jesus said ‘I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.’      

Over the years the church across Seacroft has held out a vision to the people of 

our parish of abundant life. We have worshipped and witnessed, loved and 

served. We are proud of our heritage and of the story so far, but we cannot 

live in the past. We have challenges ahead, yet we are hopeful and excited 

about the future and committed to continue to make Christ’s abundant life 

known in new and imaginative ways.       

In the pages of this brochure we have tried to be honest about the challenges 

before us but also to see beyond them because we believe our parish is a place 

of opportunity. We have strong links within the community, with our schools 

and other community groups and there are signs of new life.     

Set on the edge of the thriving city of Leeds with all the facilities that a large 

metropolitan area has, we are also close to open spaces and beautiful 

countryside too.       

Might you be the new Team Rector we are hoping and praying for? A person 

who can help shape our vision for the future as we seek to share and help 

make the abundant life of our risen Lord known to the people of Seacroft?  

We look forward to hearing from you. 

 

Contact us 

Via our website www.seacroftparish.org.uk or via our Facebook page / Twitter 

(search for Parish of Seacroft LS14). 

 

http://www.seacroftparish.org.uk/

