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The United 

Benefice of 

Baddiley and 

Wrenbury 

with 

Burleydam 

Though one may be overpowered, 

two can defend themselves.  

A cord of three strands is not 

quickly broken 

Ecclesiastes 4:12 



 

 

Stronger together 

Remember your leaders, who 

spoke the word of God to you. 

Consider the outcome of their 

way of life and imitate their 

faith.   Hebrews 13:7 
 

This rural benefice on the Cheshire/Shropshire 

border is looking for someone to help them face 

the challenges of growing the Church and 

bringing the word of God to three unique 

communities. 

Could this be you? 

Are you an encourager, willing to inspire even 

the most hesitant enquirer? 

Are you an enabler who takes delight in the 

achievements of others, celebrating every 

milestone in the life of our churches – however 

small?  

Are you a good communicator who can engage 

with the diverse demographic in three multi-

generational communities? 

Are you a team player who can delegate and 
both support and use the ministry team? 
 
Are you someone with an awareness of the 

issues facing the rural community? 

Our benefice is prayerfully seeking a warm, 

empathetic person with an infectious faith, who 

is deeply spiritual, to front a mission led benefice 

with the backing of an experienced and 

dedicated ministry team. 

We need someone who is willing and able to 

lead us in engaging with the wider community as 

we continue to strengthen fellowship between 

the churches in the benefice and to promote 

links with the local Methodist congregations. 

The older generation have felt very keenly the 
effect of the pandemic, perhaps more than most, 
and we need to find ways of making them feel 
part of the community again – even if the ways 
of doing things have to change.   
 
We need a vicar who is sympathetic to the 
tradition that has made our churches what they 
are today, whilst recognising that the wheel of 
progress still needs to turn in this place.  
 
Our young people and the local schools are very 
important to us, so you should be committed to 
strengthening and building on the important links 
that we have with local schools and be happy to 
engage with the younger generation, helping us 
find ways of making the church inviting and 
accessible to everyone. 
 
Our churches have played a pivotal role in our 
local communities over the years and we want 
that to continue through future generations. 

 
Plough Service at Burleydam 

The needs of our congregations are diverse and 
we are hoping that a new incumbent will help us 
try to find ways of meeting people where they 
are and growing our faith. 
 
Our next vicar should be comfortable with 
leading services from both Common Worship 
and the Book of Common prayer and in taking 
our faith beyond our church doors and to be a 
visible presence in the community we serve. 
 
With this in mind, the use of information 
technology and the realisation of the importance 
of social media within the benefice is crucial. 
 
We look forward to welcoming you as a new 
member of the community as well as our new 
vicar 

The person 



 

 

Stronger together 

Go up to the hills and bring 

wood and build the house, that I 

may take pleasure in it and that 

I may be glorified, says the Lord. 

Haggai 1:8 

 

Whilst we recognise that the people of God are 
the active 
Church in this 
place, the 
benefice is 
fortunate to 
have three 
beautiful and 
much-loved 
church 
buildings in which the congregations meet to 
celebrate their faith. 

 

Like the people who worship in them, each 
building is unique, with its own style and 
character (and a few quirks!), and whilst all have 
many original features, there are also modern 
improvements, like hearing loops, sound 
systems, a new boiler, a modern balcony and a 
community room.   

We recognise that more changes and 
improvements will need to take place to help the 
buildings to evolve and match the needs and 
expectations of those who visit. 

 

We look forward to hearing your ideas and 

working with you to ensure that we get the most 

out of our historical buildings.  

The buildings 



 

 

Stronger together 

 

Baddiley St Michael is the smallest of the 
churches and in the most rural location.  The 
views from its door are stunning, looking out 
across the fields at farmland with sheep and 
cows, it makes a lovely setting for weddings. 

 

We are lucky to have this little bit of English 
history preserved in the Cheshire countryside. 

This picturesque timber framed church which 
has been in Baddiley since the early 14th century 
is of special architectural and historic interest. 
Visitors come from miles around to see the 
Grade 1 listed building and research their family 
trees in the churchyard.  

It has box pews 
and also boasts 
an unusual 
three-tier gothic 
pulpit  

and a beautifully patterned 
carved altar.  

 

 

 

 

The Oak altar rail is a 
rare example of its type 

 

 

The tympanum which separates the nave from 
the chancel is acknowledged as one of the most 
colourful of its kind in England.  

The Royal Coat of Arms on it was restored in 
2008 when an ancient wall painting was 
discovered underneath.  

Recent repairs to the roof are keeping the organ 
dry and much TLC from the PCC is making sure 
that the church is here for another 800 years.  

Baddiley 



 

 

Stronger together 

Burleydam is a listed Georgian church dedicated 

to St Mary and St Michael and was built by Sir 

Lynch Cotton in 1769 in place of the one which 

stood in his park and until 1869 it was the private 

chapel at Combermere Abbey.  

 

The church is in a lovely setting, surrounded by 
fields and also maintains a strong link with the 
faming community.  

Burleydam church has the advantage of a 

community room, with an accessible toilet and 

well-equipped useful kitchen, which was built in 

2004 and is well used by the local community.  It 

also allows smaller services to be conducted in a 

more intimate setting – especially in the winter 

months as it has a useful separate heating 

supply. 

 

The four wooden pews that were removed to 

make space for the new room were retained and 

now reside upstairs on the front of the balcony 

from where you can get an excellent view of the 

rest of the church 

 

There is much history here and some beautiful 

stained-glass windows – all with a story to tell as 

well as a reference to scripture.  There are still 

many visible links to Combermere Abbey and 

the people who have lived there over the years.  

Burleydam 



 

 

Stronger together 

The church of St Margaret Wrenbury is the 

largest of the three churches and is located in 

the centre of the village, opposite the village 

green where the vicarage is situated. 

 

An interesting feature of the church are the box 

pews, which date 

from 1608 and 

have been cut 

down so they are 

the height of 

conventional 

pews (unlike 

Baddiley, where 

the box pews are 

in their original 

state) 

At the time of writing a new efficient boiler has 

just been installed and we are working hard to 

raise enough funds to install an indoor 

accessible toilet in the new boiler room which 

can be accessed from inside the church to 

replace our current “al fresco” facilities! 

St Margaret’s church is open during daylight 

hours and as well as providing a space for 

prayer and quiet contemplation, it is also open 

for those interested in its history.  One talking 

point is the “Dog Whipper’s Pew”.   

In days gone by, the colourful character (that 

inhabited this pew in his blue coat and yellow 

tippet) was not only responsible for controlling 

any unruly dogs that accompanied their owners 

to services, but also for supervising the 

congregation, and was known to firmly prod 

anyone who dozed off during the sermon.  

Wrenbury 



 

 

Stronger together 

For where two or three are 

gathered in my name, there am I 

among them. 
Matthew 18:20 

 

Three churches mean three congregations, 

three PCCs and so many more people.  There is 

always someone to help, or at least have a go 

(God loves a trier) so our new Vicar will have 

lots of support throughout the benefice. 

The current 

Ministry 

Team 

comprises 

Rev Dot  

who is an 

NSM working 

as our 

Curate 

following her 

recent 

ordination. 

 

Three Lay Readers, Elizabeth, Roger and 

Debbie 

 

 

And two Readers Emeritus, Cynthia and Ron 

who still play an active part in the life of our 

churches. 

 

 

 

 

Add to this the willing volunteers who do 

everything from making tea to keeping our 

finances in order, and you have quite a team. 

We also recognise that it isn’t only the people 

who have title roles that form the Church in this 

place.  We are not a club looking for a new 

member, but an eclectic collection of participants 

striving to follow God’s plan for our lives and our 

benefice. 

The people 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+18%3A20&version=ESV


 

 

Stronger together 

 

For just as each of us has one 

body with many members, and 

these members do not all have 

the same function, so in Christ 

we, though many, form one 

body, and each member belongs 

to all the others.  

Romans 12:4-5 
 

If the global Covid pandemic has had a positive 

side effect, it has been to remind us just how 

important neighbours are to each other.  This 

benefice is truly blessed to be at the centre of 

such strong communities where the feeling of 

belonging is tangible and the hands reaching out 

to help do so naturally, and without hesitation. 

In “normal” times, many regular activities take 

place in the local community such as WI, 

Scouts, Women’s Fellowship and the Model 

Railway Society. 

Additionally, there is community outreach in the 

form of Care and Share lunches, Chatterbox and 

help with the Foodbank. 

We are so lucky to live in a place where good 

Samaritans walk amongst us every day. 

Care and Share lunch January 2020 in Broomhall and Sound 
Community Room 

We are currently missing coffee mornings and 

get togethers (it’s not the 

same on Zoom!), social 

events in our churches,  

the Village Hall and at 

Combermere Abbey,  

which not only raise much 

needed funds but also 

raise the profile of our 

churches in  the wider 

community.  

We encourage anyone and 

everyone to get involved (on 

the stage, in the audience or in 

the kitchen) and they usually 

find that the rewards far 

outweigh the hard work. 

Past 

events 

have 

included cocktail 

making, a murder 

mystery, countless 

quizzes, a knitting 

festival, comedy, magic, 

auctions, gin tasting, Sunday lunches, a 

pantomime, concerts and coffee. 

Our church families work 

alone, together and in 

conjunction with our 

Methodist brothers and 

sisters (there are also three 

Methodist Churches in the 

Benefice) to entertain and 

support our neighbours.  

Who knows what new 

idea will surface as we 

come out of lockdown 

and start planning our 

future together. 

The community 



 

 

Stronger together 

God is spirit, and those who 

worship him must worship in 

spirit and truth.” 
John 4:24 

The Benefice endeavours to have a service of 

Holy Communion in at least one of our churches 

each week.  Other regular services include 

Morning and Evening Prayer, All Age Worship 

and Family 

Services.  Once a 

month we all 

come together for 

a joint Benefice 

service of Holy 

Communion which 

gives us the 

opportunity to worship together and catch up.  

We would like our new Vicar to be willing to take  

two services each Sunday (services currently 

start at 9:15am or 6.30pm in Burleydam, 9:15am 

or 11am in Wrenbury and 11am at Baddiley) and 

help us to maintain a service rota that meets the 

needs of our regular worshippers whilst also 

making attendance accessible and inviting for 

occasional attendees and visitors. 

There is a mix of styles with Baddiley favouring 

The Book of Common Prayer, Wrenbury 

Common Worship and Burleydam having a mix 

of the two. 

There are many other services throughout the 

year, some conventional and some not! 

Harvest Festivals in this 

rural community are a 

pivotal part of the 

Church’s year, giving us 

all a chance to praise and 

thank God for all His good 

gifts, including the fruits of 

the labours of all our 

farmers, who begin a 

journey every year on  

plough Sunday. 

Remembrance 

Sunday is always a 

poignant moment 

and our Vicar is 

usually appointed 

Chaplin to the 

Wrenbury and District 

Royal British Legion. 

Baddiley have a 

candlelit Carol 

Service and a 

Summer Songs of 

Praise followed by 

a social evening 

watching the sun 

go down over the 

local countryside 

Burleydam have been fortunate to be invited to 

Combermere Abbey to hold an annual service in 

the library there  

 

Add to this Christingle, Remembering Services, 

Dog Walkers service, Plough service, Crib 

Service 

(with real 

live 

donkeys!) 

and there 

really is 

something 

for 

everyone 

in this 

benefice. 

Worship 



 

 

Stronger together 

And my God will supply every 

need of yours according to his 

riches in glory in Christ Jesus. 
Philippians 4:19 

 

Wrenbury village primary school is highly 

thought of and school and church enjoy a warm 

relationship.  Previous incumbents and Lay 

Readers have gone into school and the school 

use the church for school services.  There is 

also a primary school at Sound and excellent 

local high schools: Brine Leas and Malbank in 

Nantwich and Bishop Heber in Malpas. 

 
Back to School Sunday - joint service with Methodist Chapel  and 
Sound and Wrenbury Schools 

There are five pubs in the Benefice which is very 

handy for fundraising, ecumenical Sunday 

lunches and Harvest Suppers  

Wrenbury has an excellent shop and Post Office 

and what they don’t stock – they will order.  

There are several places in the benefice offering 

Bed and Breakfast, stunning cottages to hire at 

Combermere Abbey and also some camping 

and caravan sites, should too many visiting 

friends and relatives all arrive at once! 

Wrenbury 

Medical 

Centre 

provides 

excellent 

care, has 

its own dispensary and physiotherapy facilities.  

On this site there is also a café, children’s play 

park and all-weather sports facilities, managed 

by Wrenbury Recreation Ground Trust. There 

are tennis and bowls clubs based here also.  

Wrenbury 

Village Hall 

(owned by 

the church 

but leased to 

a local 

management 

committee) 

plays host to 

almost all 

community groups at some point during the year 

and is a central community resource.  So much 

fun has been had on that stage at social events 

– Oh yes it has! 

Wrenbury Nursing Home welcomes visits, and 

regular services are conducted there. Just past 

the nursing home is Wrenbury Hall, like 

Combermere Abbey at Burleydam (pictured), 

this is an extremely popular wedding venue. 

Many couples come for their weddings at one of 

the Benefice churches before having a reception 

somewhere more “stately”.  

Beyond Wrenbury Hall 

is The Wingate Centre. 

This is the local home 

for the Special 

Gymnastics Association. 

Many local children start 

their trampoline and 

gymnastic careers here. 

During the week the Centre hosts residential 

visits from children from Special Schools. The 

staff at the centre are always keen to join in 

community events. 

We may be a rural benefice but there is some 

industry too; everything from a concrete plant to 

somewhere to get your car repaired or an MOT. 

The facilities 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+4%3A19&version=ESV


 

 

Stronger together 

“Blessed shall you be in the city 

and blessed shall you be in the 

country.”  
                         Deuteronomy 28:3 
 

Our benefice falls within the Diocese of Chester 

and this walled Cathedral City on the River Dee 

is only 20 miles away and steeped in history.  It 

also has a busy shopping centre with cafes and 

bars, a racecourse a cinema and a theatre. 

 
Chester  
©https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=7818427 

In the opposite direction (and easily accessed by 

road or in just 30 minutes from Wrenbury 

Railway Station) is the town of Shrewsbury, this 

is the county town of Shropshire, and the home 

of Charles Darwin.  Their annual two day Flower 

Show has been running for 125 years. 

The Vicarage sits at the halfway point between 

the market towns of Whitchurch and Nantwich 

  
Whitchurch town centre© http://en.Wikipedia.org 

(both easily accessible by road or rail) so there 

is no shortage of places to shop, or to find a bit 

of R&R over coffee and cake. 

 
Nantwich Market Square 
 

Just 7 miles from the A500 and 15 from the M6, 

the benefice can offer the best of both worlds;  

a peaceful rural setting with easily accessible 

road and rail links in all directions (Crewe station 

is only 11 miles away and from there London 

can be reached in under two hours) and the 

Welsh mountains are just over the border. You 

can even hire a canal boat from Wrenbury 

Marina. 

The location 

Baddiley Church 

Burleydam Church 



 

 

Stronger together 

For I know the plans I have 

for you,” declares the LORD, 

“plans to prosper you and not 

to harm you, plans to give 

you hope and a future.  
Jeremiah 29:11 

 

So what does the future hold for our Benefice? 
Only God knows His plans, but we hope and 
pray that whatever they are, they include a new 
Priest with drive and enthusiasm that can help 
us achieve some of our goals. 
 
The growth of the Church is so important, both in 
terms of lives enriched by Christ and the future 
of our church congregations, so increasing the 
number of people attending services would be 
on our priority list. 
 
Our demographic is “senior” in all three churches 
and we realise this gives us a limited future if the 
generations that follow us feel that what we offer 
is not for them.  We realise this may mean 
making some changes and we are open to new 
ideas. 
 
We would like to see the rekindling of the sense 
of belonging that families who do not regularly 
come to church tell us they feel in Baptism and 
Wedding services. 
 
Could you be instrumental in our growth? 

Meeting people where they are is what Jesus 
did, and we are looking for new ways to reach 
out to folk. 

Communication is key if the church is to become 
more integrated into the life of the community.  
 
We currently have a magazine, website, and 
Facebook page, in the hope of engaging with the 
wider community of all ages more successfully. 

 
Sunday reflections on our website, Word of the 
Week and Hymn Singing together on Facebook 
are our first steps into this new medium. 

The world is changing, and we need to keep up, 
if we are to take the word of God to those who 
need to hear it.  We are not looking for a 
computer expert, but we hope that you have the 
confidence to embrace new technology and 
support us as we go on this journey of learning 
how multimedia can benefit us together. 
 
St Margaret’s has mixed outreach with 
fundraising and the Church has 
“Friends” who are not necessarily 
regular attenders (if at all) but 
who feel a connection to the 
building so are willing to not only 
be financially supportive, but also 
to put on at least one social event each year, 
bringing people together – it’s what we do best. 
 
Keeping the buildings watertight, warm and 
welcoming for wedding and funerals alike and 
making sure that Sunday services take place is 
important, however, we acknowledge that as the 
Church of God we need to do more to put 
ourselves “out there". 
 
What other ways can we engage with people to 
build on the strong foundations of the existing 
community?  How can we make everyone 
realise that they are all part of God’s family?  
 
With the right person to steer us, we know we 
can make significant headway, and if that is you, 
please come and visit – we promise to make you 
feel welcome. 

The future 


