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1. Summary

In a time of challenge and opportunity St Wilfrid’s Calverley 

is being called to bring Christ to people and people to 

Christ.

St Wilfrid’s is recognized as the parish church in the village 

of Calverley with all the opportunities that brings. Through 

service and witness in the local schools and community over 

the last few years we have seen the numbers of children 

and young people attending our church grow.

We must now nurture this new generation of Christian 

disciples. 

There are many good activities carried out within the church 

for people of all ages. Some of these have been paused in 

2020, some of these have changed and been restricted and 

some have re-emerged in different forms. 

We are a welcoming and loving church that is well 

resourced financially and with faithful and energetic 

volunteers. We are pleased to have clergy involvement 

leading us during our interregnum. 

We need a new Vicar to lead us in the challenge of 

emergence: building things up again, in a united and 

focussed way, re-establishing connections with people and 

connecting us online and in person.
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Church ceilidh in re-ordered nave area
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2. The Priest

St Wilfrid’s has a strong tradition of open evangelical 

preaching and the proclamation and mission of Jesus 

Christ. 

We have ministered to the parish - growing and 

becoming a vibrant church that encompasses all ages 

and has striven to witness our faith and to serve the 

community. We navigate difference with love and 

consider that our parish is welcoming to all. 

We benefit from a diverse age range across two main 

congregations that are united in home groups and in 

various other church activities. 

The main church building is re-ordered and fit for 

purpose. The church is currently well-resourced with a 

very supportive PCC. The leadership team works well 

together and is united. The church benefits from superb 

relationships and links with the local schools and the 

wider community groups. 

The challenge is therefore to build on the many 

successes of recent years and grow the church and 

people within it whilst balancing an evangelical and 

outward looking tradition that is now firmly rooted within 

the diverse and contemporary lifestyles embraced by a 

modern middle class community. 
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Our Needs

We need a Vicar to lead us in the challenge of 

emergence: building things up with unity and vision, re-

establishing connections with people and nurturing 

those new people who have started joining us online and 

in person. We need a people orientated vicar to minister 

to our large and effective leadership team as part of this 

renewal with the following skills and experience:

– Has a living faith in Jesus Christ

– Be Spirit filled and prayerful

– Leading, encouraging and managing a large team

– Excellent and appropriate communicator

– Can develop personal relationships with all

– Happy to visit any and all parishioners

– Experience of leadership in a growing church

– A strategic but collaborative worker

– Commitment to encourage all forms of lay ministry

– Experience of traditional and contemporary worship

– Can develop pastoral and discipleship systems

– Experience of working with children, schools and 

young families

– Experience of developing teen and young adult 

ministry.

An inspiring early spring morning view of our beautiful churchyard

John Corbin is our licenced lay minister and has grown with the church 
and helps with almost all elements of the church’s ministry
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3. The Parish

Place

The parish church of St Wilfrid’s is situated in Calverley, 

an affluent commuter village, formerly part of the 

Borough of Pudsey, and now part of the Calverley and 

Farsley Ward in Leeds. The village is mainly situated in a 

conservation area, overlooking the Aire Valley, and lies 

between the cities of Leeds and Bradford.

Calverley is a popular location and the majority of the 

property is privately owned with some social housing and 

rented properties of a wide range. Victoria Park, in the 

centre of the village, has tennis courts, a bowling green, 

a football pitch and a cricket club. There is also a library 

and The Mechanics Institute, a well-used community 

hall. Also in the village is St. Luke’s Nursing Home, 

adjacent to the Medical Centre, two bungalows for the 

disabled and Champion House, a care home for disabled 

adults.

One of the reasons why Calverley is valued is because 

the village is surrounded by green belt land including 

Calverley Woods which is an area of un-spolit ancient 

and modern woodland providing an attractive natural 

environment to walkers, runners and dog owners. Our 

church sits comfortably within this context and enhances 

the environmental resources of the locality.

Population

Calverley has always had a strong sense of community 

and the population is predominantly white British with a 

large number of professionals living in the area. St 

Wilfrid’s is held in high regard by people in the village, 

because of our outward-looking approach, and sensitive 

care at times of bereavement and at key stages of life. 

We are often seen as the natural people to turn to at 

times of crisis. We have led the community with our 

support for WYDAN (asylum seekers) and links to the 

Pudsey Community Project. Church cricket match at Victoria Park

Output from our Creative Stories group for pre-school children

5,096
The parish of St Wilfrid’s encompasses the population of the 

village of Calverley and parts of Rodley

1150AD
Date of oldest items in the church which was dedicated in 1154.
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4. The Church

Weekend Worship

St Wilfrid’s is central in churchmanship with a tradition of 

evangelical preaching. Clergy wear robes for 

Communion services. Preaching is generally Lectionary-

based and around 230 people in total attend weekend 

services on average (October 2019).

In terms of regular Sunday worship - the slightly larger 

mid-morning family service is characterised by lively and 

contemporary worship which is accessible to the many 

families who attend. All the words are on the screen, 

allowing for use of worship videos and film clips, and 

sometimes the music is provided by the band made up 

of musicians and vocalists from our teens/young adults.

The early morning congregation prefer a more formal 

worship style such as Common Worship order one 

Communion with hymns played by our organist, or on 

the sound system.

We have developed a family friendly informal Saturday 

night family communion service. Messy Church meets 

monthly on a Saturday afternoon and has continued to 

be a well-supported expression of worship and creativity.  

Attendance at church services on special occasions 

such as Christingle and Carol services is boosted by 

large numbers from the wider village community. 

Weekday Christian Witness

We have a large number of lay people led activities that 

are designed to fulfil social needs and provide an 

opportunity for Christian witness including: 

– Barn Babies - a longstanding Christian parent/carer 

and toddler group meeting in the Barn (3 mornings 

a week) through which many have been drawn into 

the life of the church and have found faith.

– Community Coffee Shop  - run in church every 

Friday morning in term time for the past 12 years, it 

has been a popular and well attended outreach in a 

child-friendly space, at which the clergy and 

members of the congregation can meet people 

informally and those who are lonely and isolated can 

come to find companionship.

– Working with the local schools to host workshops 

such as ‘What’s the Story: Easter and Christmas’ 

and going in to the schools to perform ‘Open the 

Book’ biblical dramas. Clergy-led whole school 

assemblies are given every fortnight in Calverley C. 

of E School. 

– Social events with seeker friendly content such as 

Quiz nights; Ceilidh’s and Pamper Evenings, have 

been made possible because of the re-ordered 

church interior.

Re-ordered church interior enables the church to be set up for informal 
creative worship patterns such as Messy Church

We have established a daily online morning prayer service 
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4. The Church

Schools and Young People

There are two primary schools within the village –

Calverley Parkside and Calverley CofE. The church has 

good links to both local schools with children and 

families attending church from both schools.   

The link to the adjacent Calverley CofE school dates 

back 400 years. It is a popular primary school with 

around 410 pupils on roll, rated ‘Good’ by OFSTED and 

SIAMS. The Vicar is a member of the governing body, 

and we nominate 7 foundation governors. We are 

actively involved in the life of the school and have good 

relationships with the staff. Clergy and lay people 

provide input through regular assemblies; ‘Open the 

Book’ and ‘What’s the Story’.

We have an active programme for school-aged children 

within our regular church services, using Urban Saints 

‘Energize’ material across three age groups, who meet in 

the Barn during Sunday morning services. Children and 

Communion course is offered for children ages 7 and 

above who express an interest in going further in faith.

Two youth discipleship groups have been created for 

secondary school aged young people, using Youth 

Alpha or Christian discussion-based material. 

Adult Discipleship

We have seven Home groups meeting in homes during 

the week and usually an enquirers group (Start! Course) 

running in addition to this. One of the home groups 

meets in the daytime. Home groups are characterised by 

detailed bible study, prayer and pastoral care for one 

another. Training courses used recently included JSP 

and LYCIG team building resources. 

Social activity with youth discipleship group

Brightline – Performing at Higher Tour, Leeds, 2018 – attended by St 
Wilfrid’s youth groups

400
Years old is the link between the church and the CofE school

£12,060
Amount given per annum to home and overseas Christian mission
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4. The Church

Buildings

St Wilfrid's is a medieval church that dates from 1150. 

The church was largely rebuilt in the 14th century and 

was again heavily restored in 1869-70, with the aisles 

and Chancel entirely rebuilt. The big West Tower was 

less affected and the Nave walls date from early Norman 

times, the building being listed Grade II*. St Wilfrid's is in 

good condition and well maintained.

The main church building was re-ordered in 2017/18 to 

make it fit for modern ministry. The works included the 

remodelling of the Tower to incorporate a servery and 

toilets and the creation of a mezzanine floor to display 

historic artifacts and create a podium for the IT and AV 

operation. The works removed the remaining nave pews, 

replacing them with appropriate upholstered oak chairs, 

removing timber pew platforms and replacing with new 

stone paving. This has created a level floored church 

with a modern AV system and modular seating.

The Barn, ostensibly the church hall, was converted from 

its titular purpose in 1984 to become an attractive and 

useful facility. It is used during term time for a pre and 

after school club and for church and community events. 

Barn Babies meet three mornings a week and the Barn 

is available for hire by the community at other times. 

The Vicarage is a purpose-built, detached house 

situated directly opposite the church and churchyard. 

The garage is attached and there is parking space for 

several cars. The house is in good repair and has gas 

central heating. There are four bedrooms and a 

bathroom on the first floor. Downstairs, there is a large 

lounge, dining room, kitchen and a study. There are 

extensive lawns to the front and rear of the property.

Churchyard

As a church we fully support the notion of a ‘Living 

Churchyard’ and are putting this into practice. The 

graveyard is open to the public and areas of the 

graveyard are grazed by alpacas, pygmy goats and 

occasionally sheep. This is both as an environmentally 

and labour friendly way of keeping the grass down but is 

also a community outreach, particularly popular with 

children and young families.

Diverse planting has taken place over the last few years 

to create a wildlife and wildflower meadow and, in 

partnership with Leeds City Council conservation officers 

and Green Leeds, the churchyard now has a 

Churchyard Walk which incorporates a nature trail. The 

churchyard is now an oasis of calm and beauty and is 

looked after by a dedicated team of volunteers.

Livestock graze the graveyard area adjacent to the CofE School 

Bells are rung out from the Tower for church services and special events 
by the St Wilfrid’s Bell Ringers

https://calverleyparish.church/
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Highlights

Meadow in Lower Graveyard Area

Wildflowers have been planted in the peaceful meadow.

Weddings and Baptisms

The church is popular with the community for ceremonies.

Open the Book and Drama

We explore our heritage and bible stories with costume drama.

Prayer Ministry

Prayer ministry and remembering our bereavements.

Messy Church

Celebrates creativity within a fresh expression of worship.

Flowers Decorating the Church

Stunning displays are created for special dates each year

https://calverleyparish.church/
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Highlights

View from the Bell Tower

The church is situated in a green part of the Aire Valley.

Re-Ordered Tower Area

The area now includes toilets, a servery and mezzanine floor.

Youth Discipleship Group

Playing table tennis and watch Youth Alpha videos.

Living Churchyard

The alpacas have been fascinating for children

Clergy

Our clergy have been leading us well in the interregnum.

Re-Ordered Interior

Reduced capacities and fewer chairs are currently evident

https://calverleyparish.church/
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