
 

  

 

A Dales Prayer 

May the Father's grace abound in you as the flowing water of the beck. 

May the Son's love and hope invigorate you as the rising slopes of fell and dale. 

May the Spirit's companionship be with you as the glory of the golden meadows. 
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Our Prayer 

May the Father's grace abound in you as the flowing water of the beck. 

May the Son's love and hope invigorate you as the rising slopes of fell and dale. 

May the Spirit's companionship be with you as the glory of the golden meadows. 



 

  

 

Welcome 
 

elcome to the Parish of Upper 

Wharfedale and Littondale, 

which those of us who live here 

can justifiably claim to be the loveliest 

parish in England. This spectacular 

setting provides an inspiring backdrop for 

our spiritual journey, in which church 

members stand together on the cusp of a 

new adventure of discipleship in our 

recently formed Parish.  

 

Vibrant communities live in the villages 

of the Parish and all have enthusiastic and 

active worshipping families. We are open 

and welcoming to all and extend the 

hospitality of Jesus to people of all faiths 

and none, whatever their background and 

identity.  

 

As in so many villages in this part of the 

world, community life is rich and revolves 

around the church, 

school, hall and pub. 

The four 

churches of our 

Parish are 

deeply 

involved in the life of the community. 

 

Our Parish lies in the Yorkshire Dales 

National Park, an area recognised for its 

extraordinary natural beauty, the diversity 

of its wildlife habitats, its rich cultural 

heritage and its fantastic opportunities for 

outdoor recreation. 

 

The Yorkshire Dales are not a wilderness. 

This is a living, working environment, 

home to 24,000 people. It includes some 

of the finest limestone scenery in the UK, 

from crags and pavements to an 

underground labyrinth of caves.  

 

Each valley or ‘dale’ has its own distinct 

character, and each of our church 

communities brings its own character to 

the fore in the way its members express 

their faith within this remarkable 

landscape. How we do 

that is set out in the 

pages that follow. 
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Our Diocese 
 

he Parish of Upper Wharfedale and 

Littondale is part of the diocese of 

Leeds, which comprises 

five Episcopal Areas, each 

coterminous with an 

Archdeaconry. This is 

now one of the 

largest dioceses in 

the country and its 

creation is 

unprecedented in 

the history of the 

Church of 

England. It covers 

an area of around 

2,425 square miles, 

and a population of 

around 2,642,400 people. 

 

The three former dioceses were created in 

the nineteenth and early twentieth 

centuries to cater for massive population 

changes brought about by 

industrialisation and, later, mass 

immigration. The diocese comprises 

major cities (Bradford, Leeds, 

Wakefield), large industrial and post-

industrial towns (Halifax, Huddersfield, 

Dewsbury), a spa town (Harrogate), 

market towns (Skipton, Ripon, Richmond 

and Wetherby), and deeply rural areas 

(the Dales). The whole of life is here, 

along with all the richness, diversity and 

complexities of a changing world. 

 

The Diocesan Bishop (The Rt Revd Nick 

Baines) is assisted by five Area Bishops 

(Bradford, Huddersfield, Kirkstall, 

Wakefield and Ripon) and five 

archdeacons (Bradford, 

Halifax, Leeds, 

Pontefract, Richmond 

& Craven). Our 

Parish lies within 

the Episcopal 

Area of Ripon, 

and the Bishop of 

Ripon is the Rt 

Revd Dr Helen-

Ann Hartley. 

 

Our vision as the 

diocese is about 

confident clergy 

equipping confident 

Christians to live and tell the 

good news of Jesus Christ. For all of our 

appointments we are seeking clergy who 

have a joyful and confident faith which 

has inspired a track record of church 

growth, both numerically and spiritually. 
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Our Parish and People 

 

e live in the heart of the 

Yorkshire Dales in tiny 

hamlets and small ancient 

villages that sit amongst traditional 

farming landscapes of field barns, 

drystone walls and flower-rich hay 

meadows, an area shaped by the people 

who have lived, worked and worshipped 

here for over a thousand years. 

Spectacular waterfalls and ancient 

broadleaved woodland contrast with the 

scattered remains of former mine 

workings and other rural industries which 

remind us of the area’s industrial heritage. 

Together, nature and people have created 

a special landscape of immense beauty 

and character. 

 

Our Parish covers the river valleys of the 

Wharfe and its tributary the Skirfare – one 

of the shortest rivers in England – together 

with the surrounding hills, covering 80 

square miles. The source of the Wharfe is 

at in Langstrothdale, at the head of Upper 

Wharfedale. As it wends down the valley, 

the Wharfe runs past and through the 

villages of Hubberhome, Buckden, 

Starbotton, Kettlewell, Kilnsey and 

Conistone. The Skirfare river arises in the 

village of Foxup at the head of Littondale, 

and flows down through Halton Gill, 

Litton, Arncliffe and Hawkswick to meet 

the Wharfe. 
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The Buckden Singers is a 40-strong local choir which also supports worship at St Michael & All 
Angels, Hubberholme several times a year. 



 

Many of the families in the Dales have 

lived here for centuries, and our Parish is 

no exception – it is not unusual to find 

three or even four generations of one 

family living in the same village. Other 

familes have arrived here more recently, 

some for work, others for retirement. We 

also have many regular visitors – people 

who have a second home here, or who 

regularly return for holidays and short 

breaks. Our resident population of around 

900 people swells dramatically in the 

summer months with an influx of visitors; 

walkers, climbers, runners, cyclists, 

tourists, artists, naturalists, etc, all 

appreciating the extraordinary beauty of 

this area. Many of these visitors seek 

spiritual refreshment and solace, finding it 

in our churches and in our worship.  

 

Numerous local groups are active in 

addressing social and environmental 

issues, in supporting sports and leisure 

activities, and in running various 

community organisations. Examples 

include the Upper Wharfedale Refugee 

Support Group, the Buckden Art Group, 

the Buckden Singers, the Upper 

Wharfedale Arts and Literature Society, 

and many other formal and informal 

groups.  

 

We have a close relationship with Scargill 

House on the outskirts of Kettlewell, 

home to a Christian community of around 

35 people who follow a ‘new monastic’ 

lifestyle and welcome people for 

holidays, conferences and retreats and 

offering a place of relaxation, refreshment 

and learning for churches, groups and 

individuals.  

 

Scargill House – a Christian community and conference centre  

The Upper Wharfedale Refugee Support 
Group organises regular visits to the Parish 
for refugees living in the region 



 

The nearest large village is Grassington, 

seven miles from Kettlewell, and has 

small supermarket, post office, hardware 

shop, several craft shops, book shops and 

cafés, a Town Hall and even a small local 

museum. Grassington is also where the 

local doctor’s surgery, dentist and chemist 

are located. Larger stores and 

supermarkets are to be found in Skipton 

and Settle, around 14 and 15 miles to the 

south and west, respectively. 

The local secondary school is in 

Threshfield on the outskirts of 

Grassington. A small school by national 

standards, it’s curriculum has been 

developed to promote high aspiration and 

skills for lifelong learning in each pupil. 

At the last Ofsted inspection in June 2019 

the school was designated as ‘Outstanding 

in all areas’.  

 

Grassington Festival 

Kettlewell Village Hall is the venue for many of the activities organised by the community 
throughout the year. 



 

Grassington is a thriving community with 

two large festivals each year – 

Grassington Arts Festival, which takes 

place over two weeks in June, and the 

Christmas Dickensian Festival, held on 

two separate weekends in early 

December. 

Our rural villages are supported by The 

Upper Wharfedale Venturer community 

bus service to Grassington. The service 

runs three times per day each week and 

five times per day on Saturdays. 

 

Villages of Upper Wharfedale 

 

Hubberholme & Buckden 
 

angstrothdale lies at the head of 

Upper Wharfedale, and is one of 

the smaller valleys in the Dales, 

with several tiny hamlets - Outershaw, 

Beckermonds, Deepdale, Yockenthwaite 

and Hubberholme. 

 

Hubberholme is a beautiful village, where 

the Wharfe flows under the bridge 

between the 12th century church of St 

Michael and All Angels and the 18th 

century George Inn. The river has flooded 

the church at least once when, legend has 

it, fish actually swam between the pews. J 

B Priestley, one of Yorkshire's best-loved 

writers, described Hubberholme as ‘one 

of the smallest and pleasantest places in 

the world’ and requested that his ashes be 

scattered in the churchyard. 
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St Michael & All Angels, Hubberholme dates from Norman times and is noted for its 16th century 
rood loft and ‘Mouseman’ furniture. 



 

The George was at one time the vicarage 

and it was traditional for the vicar to keep 

a lighted candle in the window so 

parishioners knew that they were 

welcome to call. When it became The 

George in 1754, it was still owned by the 

Church and the tradition of lighting the 

candle whenever the pub is open 

continued.  

 

The George is the location of the dale’s 

quaint highlight of the year, the annual 

land-letting auction, known as the 

Hubberholme Parliament, which is held 

on the first Monday night in January in a 

tradition that dates back centuries. Local 

farmers gather to bid for 16 acres of 

pasture land, the proceeds of which go to 

support the local community of 

Hubberholme. The vicar lights a candle 

and oversees the bids and the highest bid 

made when the candle flickers out wins 

the auction. 

 

Buckden lies on the Dales Way, at the 

northern end of Wharfedale and consists 

of the village itself, nestling under the 

impressive bulk of Buckden Pike, as well 

as the hamlet of Cray. Set in the heart of 

the beautiful Yorkshire Dales National 

Park, Buckden is a popular destination for 

walkers and holidaymakers. 

 

There are approximately 180 residents of 

Buckden and the surrounding small 

villages, a thriving local community with 

the local economy based largely on 

farming and tourism.  

 

The Village Institute provides an 

important location for a wide range of 

social activities, including quizzes, whist 

drives, dances, an art club and many 

more. A highlight of the year is the annual 

Buckden Gala, held on the third Saturday 

in June hosting the annual fell race. 

 

Buckden is home to a four-part local 

community choir, Buckden Singers, 

which has over 40 members from 

Buckden and surrounding villages. The 

choir meets weekly and holds 

performances at least twice over the 

summer, and three times over Christmas.  

The start of the Palm Sunday procession from Buckden to Hubberholme  



 

Kettlewell & Starbotton 
 

ettlewell and Starbotton became 

prosperous in the 18th and 19th 

centuries thanks to the large scale 

lead mining on the hills to the east of the 

valley, however, as the quantities of lead 

diminished and mining ceased, the 

villages became more reliant on 

agriculture. The dry stone walls and field 

systems for which the area is renowned 

were constructed in the 18th century 

following the passing of the Enclosures 

Acts. There are now five farms in the two 

villages.  

 

Tourism is important part of the economy 

for both villages, and many houses are 

used for holiday accommodation. The 

villages are known for their proximity to 

several key walking routes, with the Dales 

Way passing through Kettlewell and close 

to Starbotton. Other routes take in 

Buckden Pike and Great Whernside 

which offer terrific views over miles of 

idyllic countryside.  

 

Starbotton is located two miles north of 

Kettlewell; like Kettlewell, its records 

date back over a thousand years. 

 

Kettlewell is the largest village in the 

Parish, inhabited since the Anglo Saxon 

K 

Kettlewell village school plays an important part in village life. Children are encouraged to 
know they are of immense worth and that they can make a valuable contribution to their 
school community and the wider world. The school has strong links with the church with 
children playing a part in church services throughout the year as part of the Playhouse group. 

 Kettlewell is famous for its Scarecrow Festival, 
first held in 1994; enthusiastic residents place 
over 100 scarecrows in gardens, village 
church, open spaces, hidden corners and even 
on rooftops. The event raises money for the 
local school, village hall and church. 



 

era. It’s name is likely derived from 

Chetelewelle, meaning stream or river – 

the village lieing where Kettlewell Beck 

merges with the River Wharfe. 

 

Kettlewell Village Hall is an important 

venue all year round, and stages events 

sponsored by the Rural Arts Organisation, 

cinema nights, and other community 

events. The hall is also used by many local 

groups: Indoor Bowls group; Luncheon 

club; Toddlers group; Women’s Institute; 

Table Tennis; and the Upper Wharfedale 

Arts & Literature Society. 

 

Conistone & Kilnsey  
 

t the southern end of the Parish lie 

the villages of Conistone and 

Kilnsey. St Mary’s church, which 

is of medieval origin, is in the small 

village of Conistone. The village is 

surrounded by spectacular limestone 

scenery including Gurling Trough, 

Conistone Dib, and the 

outcrop known as 

Conistone Pie from which 

there are spectacular 

views up and down the 

Dale. 

 

The Dalesway long-

distance footpath passes 

just above the village and 

Conistone is also the 

home of a well-

established horse and 

pony Trekking Centre. 

 

Conistone has a Residents 

Vegetable Garden and 

Orchard where a group of 

residents have joined 

together to tidy up and 

replant two small patches of Parish land in 

the centre of the village. One is now a 

young orchard, and the other, the former 

Pinfold where stray animals were penned 

temporarily until collected, is now a 

productive plot growing vegetables, 

raspberries, flowers and herbs. 

 

Kilnsey is a small village across the 

Wharfe from Conistone. Each year, on the 

Tuesday after August Bank Holiday, the 

village hosts Kilnsey Show, a large 

agricultural event held in the shadow of 

Kilnsey Crag. The show has grown and 

diversified over the years to become one 

of the country's largest one-day 

agricultural events, attracting exhibitors, 

competitors and over 10,000 visitors from 

near and far. 

 

The village hall in Kilnsey hosts many 

events throughout the year: Quizzes; 

talks; exhibitions; yoga sessions and 

domino evenings.  

A 

The village of Kilnsey famous for its Crag – a large limestone 
cliff popular with climbers and tourist, and the first landmark as 
you enter the Parish of Upper Wharfedale and Littondale from 
the south. 



 

Villages of Littondale  
 

Foxup, Halton Gill & Heselden  
 

oxup is a small hamlet at the head 

of Littondale, where the River 

Skirfare begins its journey 

through the dale to join the Wharfe. Until 

recently there were three farms in Foxup; 

now only one remains. The hamlet is 

only a quarter of a mile from Halton Gill 

and the two places once shared both 

chapel and school. 

 

Three miles from Foxup along Cosh 

beck lies Cosh Farm – the most remote 

house in the Yorkshire Dales. 

 

Halton Gill is a small village, named for 

it’s location; the nook of land (or ravine) 

with a small valley by a farmstead. The 

village used to have a chapel – in the 

early 17th century the Fawcett family, 

who had farmed Upper Heselden since 

the days of the monks, gave money for 

the support of a curate to serve Halton 

Gill chapel. 

 

Litton  
 

itton, meaning village on a 

roaring stream or torrent, has a 

tiny village green. Crystal Beck 

and Potts Beck pour off the hills to the 

north of the river, and the Foss (force or 

waterfall) to the south. One of two pubs 

in Littondale, the Queen’s Arms, is 

located in the village. 

 

There are stepping stones across the river 

on the footpath to Arncliffe, a ford, a 

wooden footbridge down a path from the 

green and an old stone bridge called New 

Bridge down a little lane off the road up 

to Halton Gill leading to the old monks 

road. Between these crossings the river 

runs underground for much of the year, 

emerging after heavy rain when the 

water flows along the once-dry riverbed, 

an intriguing sight for those lucky 

enough to catch it. 

 

Arncliffe & Hawkswick 

 

rncliffe is one of the largest of 

villages in Littondale 

comprising approximately 35 

houses and farms. The Church of St. 

Oswald is a grade two listed building 

which was constructed between the 16th 

and 18th centuries and likely replaced a 

wooden Saxon place of worship. 

 

The village was visited by the novelist, 

poet and Church of England priest, 

Charles Kingsley, during the Victorian 

era and it is widely believed that the 

village provided him with the inspiration 
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for his famous 1863 children's story, 

‘The Water Babies.’ 

 

Arncliffe is home to The Falcon, a good 

old fashioned pub once known as The 

Shoulder of Mutton; the Amerdale 

community hall; farm houses and 

cottages encircling the village green 

where the annual Fête is held. 

 

The local village hall, Amerdale Hall, 

serves all the villages in Littondale. The 

hall is used by local groups for talks and 

evening entertainment as well as weekly 

badminton sessions. A local community 

choir, ‘The Funk Wire’, has fifty 

members and meets in the hall every two 

weeks. The choir performs at the annual 

Carol Service in St Oswald’s. 

 

Hawkswick is the last settlement in 

Littondale, described in 1893 by the 

vicar William Boyd as ‘the sunny hamlet 

of Hawkswick, sheltering under the hill, 

and trapping every ray of sun that shines 

in the valley throughout the day.’  

 

There are signs of medieval ploughing 

on the fellside here: long narrow 

terraces, called strip lynchets, formed by 

the plough. Oats and barley were grown 

here and oatcake and porridge used to be 

eaten throughout the dale, which is too 

wet to grow wheat. 

Littondale Fete is a popular afternoon of entertainment and competitions for all the family; 
with a brass band, a road race, fell races for all ages, fancy dress, food on the green plus tea 
and cake in the village hall. The afternoon ends with the strongman & woman competitions. 



 

 Our Worship 
 

Our churches 

 

here are four churches in the 

Parish of Upper Wharfedale and 

Littondale, all providing support 

to our rural communities. As well as 

offering a strong and comforting 

physical presence, our churches are 

places that everyone can visit or reach 

out to if they need help, advice, 

assistance or just friendship.  

 

We appreciate the special place in which 

we live. Our churches are visited by 

people from all over the world, many of 

whom find them to be a place of 

sanctuary, peace and rest. All our 

churches are open during daylight hours 

to offer shelter and space for every day 

prayer. 

 

We hope visitors will feel able to become 

friends of our Parish - a way of staying 

in contact, remaining part of our cycle of 

prayer, receiving invitations to services 

and events and contributing to the vital 

upkeep and maintenance of our 

buildings. 

 

 

 

T 
St Oswald's, Arncliffe 



 

St Mary’s Kettlewell 
 

Set in the picturesque village of 

Kettlewell beneath the slopes of Great 

Whernside, St Mary's church is a 

sanctuary of peace and tranquility. Here, 

amidst the drama of creation, a rhythm of 

prayer and praise takes place each week 

to the glory of God. All are welcome - 

disciples, searchers, doubters - all who 

journey and seek the company of God. 

 

The original Norman church was 

founded in 1120. Of that church only the 

magnificent Font remains. Rebuilt by the 

Georgians, the church was again found 

to be unsafe and was demolished in 

1882. The Georgian tower remains to 

crown the Victorian church consecrated 

on St Mary's day 1885. Kettlewell 

church is home to some unique stain 

glass from the 20th century on the theme 

of the two world wars The East Window 

shows a young Christ looking over the 

battlefield of 1916 and is a memorial to 

Charles Cutcliffe Hyne. The Holdsworth 

Windows are memorials to John and 

Michael of Scargill House killed in 

action during World War II. 

 

The beautiful churchyard now has a 

stone labyrinth, providing a welcoming 

path for reflection and prayer.  



 

St Mary’s Conistone 
 

Resting on the banks of the River Wharfe 

opposite the dramatic outcrop of Kilnsey 

Crag, St Mary, Conistone is thought to 

be one of the oldest churches in the area 

and it is not difficult to detect the deep 

riches of prayer offered across the 

centuries. The loyal and dedicated 

community cherish the church on behalf 

of all, committed to the worship of God 

and the hospitality of Christ. 

It is thought that two semi circular arches 

between the Nave and the North aisle 

date back before the Norman conquest 

and certainly the font, the arch of the 

south doorway and certain windows 

appear to date back to Norman times. 

The church has been restored three 

times, in 1846, 1957, and 2012. 

 

St Oswald’s Arncliffe 
 

‘The situation of Arncliffe Church is 

extremely sweet and lovely’, wrote its 

vicar, William Boyd in 1893. ‘It has no 

wonderful architectural pretension, but 

there is a soft repose about its pleasant 

old tower and a cared for appearance 

throughout.’ The church sits in a bend of 

the river Skirfare amongst sycamores 

and yews beneath the limestone crags of 

Littondale; a sanctuary of peace and 

prayer nestling in the glory of God's 

creation. The church community is 

happy and caring, looking to find the 

depths of hope to be found in following 

the way of Jesus Christ. 

 

The chancel of the present church rests 

on Norman foundations, but the first 

church could have been Saxon. The 

tower is 15th century and holds three 

bells, the oldest of which dates from 

about 1350 and still strikes on the hour. 

St Mary's Conistone 



 

The church has had two restorations in 

1796 and 1841. 

 

John Robinson (1919-1983), Bishop of 

Woolwich and author of the contentious 

book, ‘Honest to God’ is buried in the 

churchyard – he lived in Arncliffe for 

many years. 

 

 

St Michael and All Angels Hubberholme 
 

Nestling by the River Wharfe at the foot 

of Langstrothdale, St Michael's and All 

Angels exudes an atmosphere of 

prayerful calm and is considered a 

spiritual home by people throughout the 

world. The church building is mainly 

12th century built upon the site of a 

forest chapel. It was extended to the 

north in the 16th century. Inside, can be 

found a beautiful wooden rood loft 

which survived Elizabeth I's edict to 

destroy all such objects. 

 

J.B. Priestley’s ashes are buried 

unmarked in the church yard, and there 

is a commemorative plaque within the 

church.  

 

The pews, choir stalls and chairs were 

made by Thompson of Kilburn, the 

‘Mouseman'. The trademark carving of a 

mouse can be found in many places 

within the church. 

 

Our pattern of regular worship 
 

Parish Communion - There are at least 

two services of Holy Communion in the 

Parish each Sunday. 

 

Dales Family Communion - we hold 

two Dales Family Communion services 

each month across the Parish. This 

service is a short, family-friendly 

ecumenical communion to celebrate the 

unique nature of the place in which we 

live and worship. 

 

Sanctuary @6 - takes place every two 

weeks in Kettlewell church and is a 

contemporary service drawing upon the 

ancient traditions of the Christian 

church. It is quiet and meditative 

allowing space for reflection and prayer. 

Through simple music, visual media, 

candle light and fragrant incense, we 

come close to God in the sharing of the 

bread and wine. 

 

Morning Prayer - A quiet and reflective 

service of praise and prayer which 

alternates in each church with two 

services taking place each month. 

 

School Room Open Door - A meeting 

to discuss the scriptures and ancient 

writings; pray and meditate with the help 

of silence and music. Drawing upon 

Christian spirituality this is a time for 

any of faith or none to seek after and 

contemplate the deeper mysteries of life. 

 

Songs of Praise - An informal service 

which takes place twice each month. 



 

 The Gathering - an informal group that 

meets for prayer each month on a Sunday 

afternoon, hosted and led by different 

members of the Parish. 

 

Our pattern of seasonal worship 

 

Epiphany - Epiphany Procession. We 

celebrate the arrival of the wise men at 

Bethlehem in this special service 

beginning with a procession through 

the village of Kettlewell culminating 

with a service in church. 

 

Land Letting Service - This historic 

land letting auction is carried out 

annually in the George Inn at 

Hubberholme and bidding is over seen 

by the vicar. The auction is proceeded 

by a short service in St Michaels’ church 

Hubberholme. This an annual auction is 

for letting 16 acres of land and the Poor 

Pasture proceeds are used to support 

members of the local community.  

 

At Epiphany we celebrate the arrival of the wise 
men in Bethlehem with a procession through 
Kettlewell followed by a service in the church 

 Maundy Thursday evening communion in the front room of the Falcon in Arncliffe 



 

Palm Sunday - On Palm Sunday we 

meet together in Buckden forming a 

procession to walk to Hubberholme 

Church for our service.  

 

Maundy Thursday - A 

communion service and feet 

washing is held in the Falcon 

pub in Arncliffe each year. 

 

Tenebrae Service - This 

service is held each year on 

Good Friday in Kettlewell 

church. The service is based 

upon the seven shadows of 

Jesus’s trial and crucifixion. 

Seven readings are used 

which speak for themselves. 

A very simple service, it 

starts with eight lit candles 

which are then extinguished 

as the service progresses. 

 

Holy Saturday - An Easter Carol 

Service is held in the Parish. 

 

On Palm Sunday we gather in Buckden village then form a procession to Hubberholme church 
for the service 

Easter Sunday begins with a dawn service at the riverside, 
just below the church in Arncliffe 



 

Easter Day – The Easter Day dawn 

service begins with a bonfire on the 

banks of the river Skirfare adjacent to St 

Oswald’s church in Arncliffe. 

 

Rogation, Lambing Service - During 

this service we walk around the village 

of Halton Gill with stopping at points 

along the way sharing hymns and 

readings.  

 

Ascension Day - This service has been 

celebrated with the nearby Christian 

Community at Scargill House. 

 

Harvest Festival - During each of the 

services at all four churches donations of 

food are given which are distributed to 

local charities. 

 

Service of Remembrance - services 

take place at the local war memorials. 

 

Advent - All four church congregations 

come together to for a service to mark the 

beginning of the church year. The 

Playhouse group plays a part in the 

service  

 

Village Nativity Service - Each year 

local children play a major part in our 

celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ. 

At Kettlewell the Christmas story is 

played out in various outdoor locations 

as a large congregation processes round 

the village. 

 

Carol Service - Local choirs join the 

congregations in each church and 

perform with us at these services.  

The Rogation and Lambing Service is held in June in the village of Halton Gill 



 

Our worship in COVID-19 
 

embers of our Parish got 

together and shared their skills 

and expertise to ensure 

worship continued during the 

coronavirus lockdown. 

 

When our churches were closed as part 

of the national restrictions we turned to 

online technology to bridge the gap. 

 

People from our congregations right 

across the Parish collaborated on 

creating online services, which have 

been available every Sunday on our 

website: 

 

www.upperwharfedalechurches.org 

 

Worshippers have worked hard on all 

aspects of the services, from leading 

prayers and reading Bible passages to 

pulling the entire online package 

together.  

 

An enthusiastic group has grown up 

whose members are devoted specifically 

to the musical side of the services, 

providing an opportunity for a wide 

variety of parishioners to literally add 

their voices to the hymns used in the 

service. 

 

These collaborative services have 

proved so popular that they have 

continued since our churches reopened 

for worship. 

 

The reflections in the services have been 

provided by parishioners and by ‘guest 

speakers’ in the form of the visiting 

clergy who have led services during the 

Vacancy, including two reflections by 

the Bishop of Ripon, the Right Rev 

Helen-Ann Hartley. 

 

We have also used modern technology to 

ensure church meetings can be held 

safely, with parishioners quickly 

adapting to using online video links for 

PCC and team discussions, and for our 

weekly virtual Coffee and Chat get-

togethers on Sunday lunchtimes, which 

allow us to just socialise and share the 

latest local news.   
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Our Work 
 

e are blessed with a strong 

group of lay people who are 

willing and able to share their 

talents both pastorally and within 

services. We work closely together to 

reach out so that our scattered 

communities may draw closer and feel 

included through warm welcome and 

loving acceptance. 

Our vision and concern extends beyond 

the boundaries of our Parish. We have 

strong links to the Skipton Food Bank, run 

by Skipton Baptist Church. The Food 

Bank provides food parcels for those in 

need through a referral system with local 

agency partners, and the churches of our 

Parish provide regular donations of food 

and other commodities.  

 

www.skiptonfoodbank.org/about-us 

 

 regular monthly church 

magazine “The Link” reaches out 

to all our communities and is 

distributed to every household in the 

Parish. The magazine is an opportunity to 

express the life, worship and witness of 

the church and provides community news, 

events and other information relevant to 

life in the Parish. It also provides an 

opportunity for local business and 

community groups to advertise their 

activities and services. 
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Our Children’s Work 
 

he Playhouse Group is a fun after 

school club for all the Benefice 

children Key Stage 2 and up.  

 

We enjoy putting together drama 

sketches, often performed in one of the 

churches; creating arts and crafts, and 

learning and singing songs.  

 

We have also been known to indulge in 

quality baking and to create spectacular 

films! Our message is that God is good, 

loving and creative. Made in His image, 

that's what we should be too. 

  

Our Administration 
 

hree churchwardens work closely 

with the vicar, treasurer, senior 

sides-people, PCC and the church 

members to ensure that rotas are in place 

for readers, sides-people, organist, 

cleaning, flower arranging and coffee 

after Sunday morning services. All 

relevant church members have up-to-

date DBS and safeguarding training, our 

PCC is safeguarding-compliant and we 

also have an experienced volunteer 

safeguarding officer.  

 

The Parish Office 
 

Shortly after we formed our new Parish 

we also set up a Parish Office to help us 

work together across our wide area. The 

office is based in the Jubilee Room at St 

Mary’s Church, Kettlewell. It has 

broadband and of course a phone link, as 

well as being home to most of the 

Parish’s current paper files. It is also the 

base for the Parish’s part-time 

administrator, whose role includes 

assisting the Vicar, liaising between 

different church groups and dealing with 

many of the forms used for church-based 

events, including weddings and funerals. 

The office is also a point of contact both 

for people within the Parish and for those 

outside it who wish to ask questions or 

make inquiries. 

 

Three groups support specific aspects of 

the life of the churches of the Parish.  

 

The Social and Outreach Group 
 

This group advises the PCC on outreach 

and social responsibility and how we 

might implement the social gospel in the 

Parish. It proposes ways of integrating 

the work of the team and related groups 
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into the acts of worship throughout the 

Parish. The group is instrumental in 

ensuring that charitable giving remains 

at the heart of the PCC's mission. In 

addition, it ensures that flower, cleaning 

and refreshment rotas are up to date and 

offered in a spirit of hospitality. The 

Social and Outreach Group develops an 

annual timetable of events for the Parish. 

 

The Worship and Evangelism Group 
 

This groups prepares the annual worship 

rota and advises the PCC on the liturgical 

needs of the churches. It ensures we are 

proactive in offering discipleship 

courses, retreats and training courses to 

the PCC and the wider community. The 

group also ensures that the children’s 

work and youth work is maintained 

across the Parish. It ensures that the 

activities of the “Gathering” prayer 

group are relayed to the PCC and the 

wider church community, and also 

advises the PCC on broader connections 

to the universal church; diocese, 

ecumenical, national and global. 

 

The Buildings and Land Group 
 

This group has responsibility for 

ensuring that the church fabric, goods 

and ornaments are well maintained and 

in good order. It oversees the 

Quinquennial inspection for each 

church, arranges the annual health & 

safety checks and fire checks, organizes 

servicing of boilers, electrics, clocks and 

lights, and works with the Treasurer on 

grant applications/funding. 

 

 

Our Finances  
 

ur Treasurer lives outside the 

Parish but works closely with the 

Parish Administrator on day to 

day financial issues including the 

payment of invoices and reconciling 

bank and investment accounts. This year 

we are using on line accounting software 

which enables the provision of timely 

and accurate reports to support the work 

of the Standing Committee and PCC.  

The formation of one single Parish in 

2019 provided the opportunity to bring 

together the finances under one roof and 

we now have a single bank account 

covering all churches and buildings. The 

new PCC also took the opportunity to 

review, as far as possible, its combined 

savings and investment funds. These 

now provide a designated safety net for 

each church whilst at the same time 

maximising returns to help with current 
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cashflow needs. Past legacies, donations 

and prudent management means that, in 

financial terms, we are relatively secure 

though have suffered through the 

COVID-19 crisis like all other parishes. 

 

Following a recent ‘push’ brought on by 

the crisis, we now have a good number 

of regular donors and have recently 

signed up to the Parish Giving Scheme 

which will hopefully reduce some of the 

administration involved with the Gift 

Aid process and provide us with better 

cashflow. The longer-term aim is to 

create a Treasury Group to complement 

the other working groups, which would 

provide future direction in terms of 

giving and stewardship of Parish 

finances and giving. 

Our Vicarage 

 

he vicarage in Kettlewell is a 

large well-maintained family 

home with three generous 

reception rooms, kitchen and downstairs 

utility room. Upstairs there are four good 

sized bedrooms and a bathroom and 

separate shower room.  

 

The utility room also serves as a 

downstairs cloakroom room and 

includes a toilet and washbasin. The 

reception rooms benefit from wood 

burning stoves. The kitchen has an Aga 

stove, and a door into the back vestibule 

which exits to the rear of the property. 

 

There is also a garage, a wood store, off 

road parking at the rear of the vicarage 

and a small easily maintained front 

garden. 

 

The vicarage is in walking distance of 

the church and opposite the local well-

stocked village shop. 

T 



 

Our New Vicar 
 

o help us on our exciting journey 

together in faith we would like to 

welcome a new Vicar who will 

provide inspirational leadership and help 

us to realise our shared vision to become 

a fully integrated Parish, while 

understanding and appreciating the 

individual attributes of the four churches 

that make up our community. 

 

We would ask our new Vicar to ensure 

that a high standard of worship, 

preaching and pastoral care is provided 

so people are encouraged and supported 

to grow in discipleship as confident 

Christians, encouraging us to use our 

time, talents and resources to enable the 

ministry of the Church to grow. 

 

A strong leader with good listening skills 

is needed, able to delegate when 

appropriate or necessary, and who can 

respond to the challenge of rural ministry 

and recognise the need to be an advocate 

for rural issues. 

 

The new incumbent should engage with 

congregations as a teacher, preacher and 

leader of prayer, while exploring new 

ways the church can carry out mission 

and ministry in both traditional and 

innovative settings. Our lay worship 

leaders should also be encouraged to 

achieve their full potential and continue 

to support the ministry and mission of 

the Parish. 

 

The distinctive characteristics of each of 

our churches should be recognised, and 

change introduced sensitively when 

required, by an incumbent who is 

imaginative and creative in seeking 

opportunities to help the churches grow 

both in numbers and spirit, engaging 

with children and young people and 

inspiring them to grow into confident 

Christians. 

 

To support our new Vicar in this vital 

role we have enthusiastic worshippers 

throughout the Parish who are 

committed to maintaining the life and 

work of our churches.  

 

There are teams dedicated to looking 

after our historic churches and 

churchyards, to organising service rotas 

and online worship, and to running social 

events that bring people together and 

raise vital funds for our Parish. 

 

We have a Parish Office which serves as 

a contact point for our communities as 

well as a centre for administrative tasks, 

lay worship leaders who support and 

supplement the work of our Vicar, and 

many others who make vital 

contributions to the life of our Parish. 
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