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Archdeaconry, Deanery and Diocese 

The Anglican Church in Freiburg is part of the Archdeaconry of Germany and Northern Europe 

within the Diocese in Europe. Unusually for the Diocese in Europe, there are two Deaneries in the 

Archdeaconry which routinely enjoy a distinct synodical life, as opposed to one synod for the 

whole Archdeaconry which is the norm elsewhere. Thus twice a year the clergy and lay 

representatives from the German chaplaincies of the Diocese in Europe meet as a deanery synod. 

This is also normally held in conjunction with the Council of Anglican-Episcopal Churches in 

Germany, CAECG, though it can be held separately, if the Archdeacon feels that this is needed. 

CAECG is a body (legally registered in Germany) which includes the parishes of the US Episcopal 

Church in the country as well as the Church of England chaplaincies. The priest is required to 

participate, along with the lay representatives, in the life of the deanery. CAECG meetings are 

normally residential (but not at this time of the pandemic), preceded by a clergy chapter.  

The Archdeacon of Germany and Northern Europe is the Venerable Dr Leslie Nathaniel who is 

based near Stuttgart. The Area Dean for Germany is the Revd Canon John Newsome, who is based 

near Frankfurt. The nearest Anglican congregations are those in Basel (Switzerland), Heidelberg 

and Strasbourg (France). 

In the diocese either the Diocesan Bishop or the Suffragan Bishop is the ”lead bishop” for a given 

Archdeaconry, providing pastoral care for the clergy and congregations, oversight over routine 

vacancy and appointment processes, care of title curates, consultations with mission agencies, 

strategic direction, mission planning and new initiatives.  The Suffragan Bishop in Europe is the 

lead bishop for Germany and Northern Europe. 

Some recent history 

The Anglican Church in Freiburg was re-established after the Second World War as a church plant 

from Basel. Under the leadership of the last priest, the church grew in confidence, and is now 

independent financially and constitutionally from Basel, but a close partnership and fruitful 

connection remains.  

Challenges and Priorities 

The congregation is very international, multicultural, and multi-racial in its make up. There are 

also some refugees who are members of the congregation. Being a university city, the 

congregation consists of a large number of students and as with most student populations, there is 

a high turn-over.  

The proportion of substantial wage-earners is relatively small and the financial situation is always 

a challenge. So continued careful stewardship is needed, along with good teaching and 

encouragement from the priest on the subject.  
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There are 67 on the electoral roll. This has remained more or less stable in past years, but it is felt 

that there are large numbers of English speakers from around the world who could provide real 

growth potential. 2019 statistics indicated an average giving per electoral roll member at £802.   

The Church does not provide accommodation for the priest, but the gross stipend (€42,000) is 

geared to permit the priest to be able to rent suitable accommodation. Such rent would be likely 

to be in the region of €1000 per month.  

The chaplaincy uses a fairly new ecumenical centre which is well located and easy for newcomers 

to find.   

The church tradition is best described as open (and liturgical) evangelical. Many regular members 

of the congregation come from non-Anglican backgrounds, from Protestant to Catholic. 

Maintaining a broadly central Anglican tradition has the best chance for attracting new members 

from the widest range of Church backgrounds, who seek an English-speaking Church home.  

There are a number of lay people sharing in the leading of worship and an enthusiastic music 

group. There is one licensed Reader (Licensed Lay Minister). There are no auxiliary clergy.   

Churches in Communion and Ecumenical Relations 

As mentioned above, the deanery synod and the clergy and lay representatives of the Episcopal 

Church of the United States of America working in Germany, join in what is called the Council 

of Anglican Episcopal Churches in Germany (CAECG). The CAECG promotes cooperation and 

coordination of Anglican and Episcopal life in Germany. Germany is one of the few places in the 

world where the Church of England and the Episcopal Church USA congregations live side by 

side. CAECG thus has an important role as we seek to live our communion to the fullest, even in 

at a time when Anglican Communion relations can sometimes be strained.  

The priest must also be committed to continuing the good relationships with the Old Catholic 

Church in Germany, undergirded by the Bonn agreement (1931). There is an active Old Catholic 

parish in Freiburg. Bonn is the episcopal see of the Old Catholics in Germany. Bishop Matthias 

Ring is the Old Catholic Bishop of Germany.  

The Church of England has an ecumenical agreement with the Evangelische Kirche in 

Deutschland (EKD), called the Meissen Agreement. It permits Eucharistic hospitality and other 

cooperation but not interchangeability of ministers. The new priest should be familiar with the 

Meissen Agreement and support the development of these ecumenical relations.  

Anglican congregations in Germany usually participate in both Catholic and Protestant 

Kirchentage.  

Conclusion 

In brief, the church has great growth potential, and being at the corner of Germany, Switzerland, 

and France, offers a pleasant lifestyle. This post offers an exciting opportunity to take the church 

to the next phase in its development and to minister in an international and academic setting.  

Some Germany language skills (or a willingness to learn German) would be useful (especially for 

ecumenical relations) and for the general enjoyment of life in this part of Germany. 


