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Welcome 
 

 

We welcome you into rural North Yorkshire. Our benefice is 

situated between the North Yorkshire Moors and the Yorkshire 

Dales. The benefice covers four parishes of which the churches 

are namely St Michael the Archangel, Kirklington; St Lambert’s, 

Burneston; St Mary’s, Wath; and All Saints, Pickhill. We have two 

Church of England primary schools within our area.  
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Diocese of Leeds 

 
The Diocese of Leeds comprises five Episcopal Areas, each 

coterminous with an Archdeaconry. This is now one of the largest 

Dioceses in the country and its creation is unprecedented in the 

history of the Church of England. It covers an area of around 

2,425 square miles, and a population of around 2,642,400 people.  

 

The three former dioceses were created in the nineteenth and 

early twentieth centuries to cater for massive population changes 

brought about by industrialisation and, later, mass immigration.  

 

The Diocese comprises major cities (Bradford, Leeds, Wakefield), 

large industrial and post-industrial towns (Halifax, Huddersfield, 

Dewsbury), a spa town (Harrogate), market towns (Skipton, Ripon, 

Richmond and Wetherby), and deeply rural areas (the Dales). The 

whole of life is here, along with all the richness, diversity and 

complexities of a changing world.  

 

The Diocesan Bishop (The Right Reverend Nick Baines) is assisted 

by five Area Bishops (Bradford, Huddersfield, Kirkstall, Wakefield 

and Ripon) and five archdeacons (Bradford, Halifax, Leeds, 

Pontefract, Richmond & Craven). The Bishop of Ripon is the Right 

Reverend Dr Helen-Ann Hartley.  

 

Our vision as the Diocese is about confident clergy equipping 

confident Christians to live and tell the good news of Jesus Christ. 

For all of our appointments we are seeking clergy who have a joyful 

and confident faith which has inspired a track record of church 

growth, both numerically and spiritually. 
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.Our Team 

 

Retired clergy 

 

  
Jeanette Peirson Cath Vickers 

 

Licensed Readers 

 

  
Sheila Woolhouse Peter Snowdon 

 



 

 5 

Churchwardens 

 

Chris Robson   Gina Curtis   Jane Bastow 

Derrick Potter Arthur Barker Donna Price 

   

   

 

 

People who assist with services 
 

Parishioners throughout the benefice assist in setting up for 

church services, chalice servers and readers  

 

 

Administration 

 

A benefice administrator provides four hours support per week 
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Locality 

Our benefice is situated in rural 

North Yorkshire, nestled 

between the North Yorkshire 

Moors and the Yorkshire Dales. 

 

We are a rural area, where 

agriculture forms an important 

part of our daily life. However 

we are far from isolated and 

within easy reach of York, 

Newcastle, Leeds and London 

with excellent road and rail 

links. Leeds Bradford and 

Teesside airports are 

accessible within an hour. 

Consequently many people 

choose to live and work within 

the area. We are well served 

with thriving market towns, 

these include Bedale, Thirsk, 

Ripon, Leyburn and 

Northallerton. Each of our 

market towns offers a market 

throughout the week. 

 

Within the benefice there are 

two Church of England primary 

schools one situated in Pickhill 

and the other in Burneston. In 

the immediate area there are 

secondary schools in Bedale, 

Thirsk, Northallerton and 

Ripon. 

There are leisure centres in 

Bedale, Northallerton, Thirsk 

and Ripon. Theatres in 

Richmond, York, Leeds, 

Newcastle and Harrogate are 

within easy reach.  

 

The area boasts excellent 

restaurants and inns, including 

Theakston Brewery and the 

Black Sheep Brewery at 

Masham. 

 



 

 7 

Our Worship 

Our four churches offer a diverse range of services each Sunday. 

We enjoy the more traditional BCP service, Common Worship, Holy 

Communion and Evensong, but we welcome more informal forms of 

worship, such as Pickhill and Wath Morning Praise and Morning 

Worship. A midweek communion service is held at Pickhill once a 

month. 

 

When there is a fifth Sunday in the month, we share a united 

service. This is a very welcome opportunity for us all to get 

together. During the year we celebrate the highlights of the 

Christian calendar together: these include the Advent carol 

service, a very popular family nativity service, traditional carol 

services and midnight mass (followed by mince pies and a glass of 

mulled wine). Building up to Easter we hold Lent groups and an Ash 

Wednesday service is held. On Palm Sunday we all meet at our 

local Methodist chapel in Carthorpe and follow our friendly donkey 

to Burneston church. During our walk we sing hymns and stop for 

readings; the walk culminates in a communion service at Burneston 

church. Mothering Sunday is celebrated in each church and is 

popular with the children. Holy Week is marked by services across 

the benefice. Each of our churches celebrates Harvest Festival, 

which in a rural parish is very much a focal point. 

 

Within the benefice there is a thriving choir which combines with 

a neighbouring parish, enhancing our sense of community, and sings 

at most of our special services, particularly at Christmas. We are 

fortunate in having three organists across the benefice. We use 

the hymn book 'Hymns Old and New' and can download alternative 

songs when desired. Our churches are a popular choice for 

weddings and we welcome baptisms. 
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Typical Sunday church service pattern for the parishes 

 
Church 1st Sunday 2nd Sunday 3rd Sunday 4th Sunday 

St. 
Lambert’s, 
Burneston 
 

9.15 a.m. 
Holy 

Communion 

9.15 a.m. 
Holy 

Communion 

9.15 a.m. 
Morning 
Worship 

9.15 a.m. 
Holy 

Communion 
(said) 

All Saints, 
Pickhill 
 

9.30 a.m. 
Holy 

Communion 

9.30 a.m. 
Morning 
Worship 

9.30 a.m. 
BCP Holy 

Communion 

9.30 a.m. 
Pickhill Praise 

St. Mary’s, 
Wath 
 

10.30 a.m. 
Morning 

Praise 

5.30 p.m. 
Evensong 

10.30 a.m. 
Holy 

Communion 

10.30 a.m. 
Holy 

Communion 

St. Michael 
the 
Archangel, 
Kirklington 

11.00 a.m. 
Holy 

Communion 

11 a.m. 
Holy 

Communion 

11 a.m. 
BCP Holy 

Communion 

11.00 a.m. 
Morning 
Worship 

 

5th Sunday of the month – services rotate around the parishes 

 

Morning Praise has been made a priority service in Wath and 

provides a means to reach out to young families. Initiated by our 

Reader Peter Snowdon and his wife Meri, it begins with coffee 

and sometimes uses media.  
 

The churches have made a commitment to developing their prayer 

life with these midweek services and groups.  

• Celtic Morning Prayer Service Wednesday 9am Wath.  

• On Monday evenings our retired vicar Cath Vickers runs a 

fellowship discussion and twice a month a prayer meeting is 

held. The meeting is preceded by supper. 

• Thursday 12 noon BCP Holy Communion, Pickhill. 
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Benefice Activities 
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Our New Rector 

 

This post will suit a priest who: 

 

• Is at ease communicating with young and old alike and is 

genuinely interested in people across the generations and 

will be a visible presence in the community and our schools. 

 

• Will empower us to take our faith beyond the church door 

and strengthen the outreach links we already have. 

 

• Would be willing to explore new and innovative ideas to 

unite our churches and wider communities. 

 

• Is prepared to reach out beyond the church and go where 

people are and values pastoral care of the community as a 

priority.  

 

We can offer: 

The recent outbreak of Covid 19 has confirmed how very strong 

and caring the communities in all the villages are. Networks have 

been established with the use of modern technology and the church 

needs to be a part of this.  

 

A lot of young families have moved into the area and enjoy the 

village activities which the church has traditionally been involved 

in.  

 

All the villages have loyal teams of people who value their churches 

and see them as a vital part of their community even though they 

may not attend the church. There are people who care for the 
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maintenance, decoration and security of our churches, along with 

cleaners, flower arrangers and those who tend the churchyards 

and others who turn out, time and again, with pies, cakes and 

treats for various functions including full-blown Christmas meals.  

 

We are fortunate to have two Church of England primary schools, 

which make use of the churches and express a desire to be more 

involved.  

 

We are blessed with a few retired clergy and lay readers who  

help to share the services and have been invaluable in the last few 

years, supported by those who set up for the services, readers, 

greeters and coffee makers who all serve in making everyone 

welcome. 
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The Rectory 

 

The Rectory is a modern detached house situated in Kirklington 

and sits on the south side of the church offering easy access, via 

the Sutton Howgrave gate. The house offers four bedrooms, two 

reception rooms, a good-sized kitchen and a study which is easily 

accessible from the front entrance without passing through the 

house. There is a large garage with access directly into the utility 

room and kitchen. There is an attractive view of the church from 

the front of the house. 

 

The house has parking at the front of the house and the rear 

garden offers views of open countryside.    
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Our Churches 

 

St Michael the Archangel, Kirklington 
 

 

 

There is a very supportive core of hardworking people from the 

congregation and wider community, who keep the church clean, 

attend the grounds and churchyard, while a team of talented 

florists ensures the church is decorated throughout the year, all 

of which creates a welcome and open church for the visitors 

throughout the week.  

 

Our church dates from the 13th and 14th centuries. It has a bright 

chancel, some fine carved faces in the stonework and several 

notable memorials to the Wandesforde family, whose forebears 

were granted the local land at the time of the Norman Conquest 

and whose descendants retain a continuing interest in the area. 

The pulpit is said to have been made from a four-poster bed which 

came from Kirklington Hall the home of the Wandesforde family. 

It is a Grade I listed building with a seating capacity of 250-300. 

 

The Quinquennial is due this year. The security system is  

controlled by an app along with the heating system which ensures 

that the church is warm and welcoming for services. We have a 
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small kitchen and a toilet which is of real benefit to anyone visiting 

our church, a sound system and a recently installed lighting system. 

The organ is maintained at regular intervals. The churchyard is 

well maintained and is a restful and peaceful place to visit. Six 

bells were installed for the Millennium and are rung each week for 

services and special occasions by a team of enthusiastic ringers. 
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St Lambert’s, Burneston 

 

 
 

This church was built in three stages – the chancel c1395, the 

tower c1410 and the nave 1450-1550. It is a Grade I church and 

has magnificent medieval stonework, a nave full of 17th century 

oak pews and some beautiful Victorian woodwork and stained glass.  

 

One of its former vicars, the Revd John Hartley, was one of the 

earliest winners of the Wimbledon All England Men’s Singles Tennis 

title. He lies buried outside the east window of the church.  The 

2019 Quinquennial raised a number of issues estimated to cost in 

the region of £100,000 to £150,000 which need attention in the 

next five years. This is the largest church in the benefice and 

seats 300 people. Following recent renovations the lighting in the 

nave has been improved significantly, and there is a sound system 

with microphones positioned at the altar, priest’s stall, pulpit and 

lectern. Burneston C of E Primary School is situated in the heart 

of the village and boasts excellent facilities and grounds.  

 

The main catchment areas of the school cover the surrounding 

villages of Carthorpe, Kirklington, Wath, Melmerby and Exelby.  

Burneston Church, over the past three years, has encouraged links 

with the school, such as joint services, where pupils have taken a 

leading role.  
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Another link with young people and their parents is the village 

Montessori Day Nursery which has held two nativity plays in the 

church.  We have strong links with the Methodist Chapel in 

Carthorpe and have joint services from time to time, the most 

popular being the Palm Sunday Donkey Procession between 

Carthorpe and Burneston. 
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St Mary’s, Wath 
 

 

 

Most of the present church dates back to the 13th and 14th 

centuries, but there is evidence of much earlier stonework in the 

building. The church also contains much Victorian stained glass, 

some interesting memorial brasses and a fine monument by the 

famous sculptor Flaxman. It has two fonts – one inside the church 

and one (supposedly Saxon) outside the church! A staircase in the 

vestry leads to the first floor room where once the priest lived. 

It is Grade II* and seats 220. The church benefits from an 

excellent sound system and recently renewed lighting. There is a 

small play area. 

 

The church in Wath enjoys a good relationship with the village. 

Attendance at Christmas and special services is very high and 

members of the village assist with flower arranging, cleaning and 

maintenance. We have taken the opportunity to develop these 

‘civic’ links by working with the Parish Council over events such as 

the First World War Centenary and with the Samwaies Hall 

Committee to organise a Christingle Service in tandem with a social 

event. We would like to continue to develop this goodwill and 

involvement. 

 

Every year our main fundraising event, the Wath Street Fair, is 

supported by the vast majority of village residents.  The Wath on 
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Wednesday coffee morning (WOW) was started by one of our 

church members in her own home once a month.  It has now grown 

to become a weekly activity in Samwaies Hall and attracts a wide 

range of people. 

 

In a similar way the very popular Wath Pantomime was initiated 

by one of the church members seeking to bridge the gap between 

village and church.  As this document goes to press, a ‘virtual’ 

pantomime is being worked on to bring the community together 

during the current Coronavirus lockdown.  This will have a 25-

strong cast as well as music. 
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All Saints, Pickhill 
  

 
 

The present church dates mainly from the 12th and 13th centuries 

and includes beautiful Norman archways at the church door and 

entry to the chancel. On display inside the base of the church 

tower is Christian stonework from the 10th century. Its memorials 

include an effigy of a medieval knight. It is Grade II* and seats 

120. 

 

The stained glass windows feature Adam and Eve, Dante the poet, 

saints across the ages and resurrection scenes. The church had 

its last Quinquennial in 2018 and has since carried out some minor 

maintenance on its roof and gutters. A handrail has been fitted in 

the pulpit. It has a new heating and lighting system installed as 

well as blinds to limit heat loss. A sound system has been installed 

and the organ recently refurbished. There is a new composting 

lavatory in the churchyard complete with disabled access and baby 

changing facilities. The pews have also been reorganised to 

increase the flexibility of the space, allowing a diversity of 

services to take place. The pews can be moved easily according to 

the event. It offers the community, which has no room to meet 

in the village, a space for community events.  
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We believe that within our two schools is the future of our 

Benefice and that the priority must be to build on the churches’ 

ministry which appeals to both children and families. 

  

 

Pickhill CE Voluntary Controlled School 
 

Our little school in Pickhill is a gem! A warm and happy family 

deeply connected to the life of the village and to the families it 

serves. The whole life of the school is founded on Christian values, 

and, while there is great involvement from the foundation governor 

and other church contacts, a good relationship with the incumbent 

is felt to be of utmost importance. 

 

This would not just be in the form of collective worship, but in a 

human supportive presence in the staffroom and classroom - a 

friend! 

Burneston CE Voluntary Aided School 

Burneston School is situated in the heart of the village and boasts 

excellent facilities and grounds. The catchment area of the school 

covers the surrounding villages of Carthorpe, Kirklington, Wath, 

Melmerby and Exelby. The children are engaged, full of confidence 

and happy learners.   

A quote from Suzy Smart, the head teacher: ‘We would love to 

meet a new Rector who is friendly, fun and keen to be actively 

involved in school life and strengthen the links with the church and 

community.’ 

The rector acts as a governor in both these schools. 
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Church Service Attendance 

 

 Kirklington  Burneston Wath Pickhill 

Average weekly 

attendance 

19 18 16 14 

Average non-

Eucharistic service 

15 13 18 12 

Christmas services 
    

Christmas Eve 

services 

 

110 

Nativity 

 174 

Carol 

service 

 

Midnight 

communion 

50 N/A N/A N/A 

Christmas Morning 

attendance 

N/A N/A 35 28 

Easter Day 

attendance 

54 50 26 28 

Funerals 3 3 3 3 

Weddings 4 1 2 3 

Baptisms 1 1 5 5 

 

 

Electoral roll/ 

AWC  

Electoral 

Roll 

AWC 

Kirklington  42 24 

Burneston  33 
 

Wath 39 40  

Pickhill  34 22 
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Financial Position 

 

Financial information needed for the profile 

 

Share 2020 

Kirklington:   £10,793 

Burneston:  £12,249 

Wath     £12,243 

Pickhill:     £9745 

 

 Kirklington Burneston Wath Pickhill UB 

Account 

Income 2019 33,460 16,290 21,799 20,130 4,482 

Income 2018 28,728 18,768 25,627 12,431 5,400 

Expenditure 

2019 

50,853 14,268 22,509 24,975 2,546 

Expenditure 

2018 

32,536 30,538 34,787 21,827 4,832 

Reserves 

31.12.2019 

305,973 31,152 C/A48,141 

CCLA89,233 

?  

Gift Aid + tax 

reclaimed 

9,660 8,306 1,772 2,099  

Collections 7,366 2,374 5,445 7,769  

Investment 

Income 

9,008 377 2,625 22,230  

Fees 2,576 2,014 2,010 2,578  

General 

fundraising 

2,365 Nil 5,769 2,040  

 

The benefice is actively involved in supporting a number of 

charities both at home and worldwide. 
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The villages have several charitable trusts which the Rector 

acts in ex officio role and we would encourage their 

participation. Currently the Matthew Robinson trust based in 

Burneston is making an application for substantial 

renovations/refurbishments of its properties in the village. 

Other trusts are: Kirklington, Bendelow Trust in Howgrave 

and the Samwaies Trust in Wath. 

 

Web site:  kbwp.org 

 

Village Life: Parish Newsletter. For a quick insight into our 

varied and busy community activities.  

We have several village halls in the parishes which organise 

events such as quizzes, bonfire nights, art classes, various 

exercise and yoga classes, children’s activities and village 

shows. 


