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THE BISHOP OF TRURO 
The Right Reverend Philip Mounstephen 

In this Diocese of Truro we are deeply commi+ed to following what we call ‘The Saints’ Way’. We 
see ourselves as part of a story of the grace of God, made manifest in Cornwall, which stretches 
back many hundreds of years, possibly to the very earliest days of the ChrisNan faith. It’s a story 
that calls us on into the future too, in loving mission, ministry and service. 

As we follow ‘The Saints Way’ we will be deeply commi+ed to Christ and to all that he calls us to 
be and to do; and to Cornwall, this very special place with its own parNcular culture, history and 
idenNty.  

We can only follow that Way faithfully if we see it as our corporate calling, as the body of Christ. So 
we encourage ministers of the gospel to come and join us here who are commi+ed to se]ng the 
whole people of God free in their God-given calling, to make Christ known here in Cornwall, today. 

So we seek clergy of missional imaginaNon and heart; those with a pastoral passion for people and 
communiNes and their flourishing. We are looking for joyful and hopeful disciples and 
ambassadors of Christ: people who share the Gospel with energy and commitment, in word and 
deed - and above all with love – and who enable the communiNes they lead to do the same.  

We are looking, therefore, for people who, on this journey, are imaginaNve and realisNc, creaNve 
and determined and are deeply hopeful of a be+er future. But we also want to work with those 
who recognise that they are not perfect and will someNmes fail, who learn from their mistakes and 
will take the iniNaNve in seeking reconciliaNon with others. 

We are convinced that all ministers need the support and companionship of others and we help 
priests in a number of ways so that they never work alone. In this spirit, we encourage those who 
can forge good relaNons with others, and acNvely collaborate with them for the sake of the 
Kingdom, to join us here in the Diocese of Truro. 

I pray that as you consider this opportunity you might discern God’s calling and purpose for you in 
this next chapter of your own discipleship, mission, ministry and service. 

+ Philip 
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THE DIOCESE OF TRURO 

 

The Diocese of Truro includes over 300 churches, in more than 200 parishes, spread 
across the whole of the county of Cornwall, the Isles of Scilly, and two parishes, just 
across the border, in Devon.  The total area spans some 1,370 square miles.  The 
diocese is divided into two archdeaconries, the Archdeaconry of Bodmin and the 
Archdeaconry of Cornwall, which contain five and seven deaneries respecNvely. 

The diocese was formed on 15 December 1876 from the Archdeaconry of Cornwall 
in the Diocese of Exeter. The ChrisNan faith has been present in Cornwall since at 
least the 4th century, over 100 years before the establishment of an Archbishop of 
Canterbury.  Cornwall had its own bishop at St Germans unNl the la+er part of the 
10th century. 

The Right Reverend Philip Mounstephen is the sixteenth Bishop of Truro.  He was 
consecrated at St Paul’s Cathedral by the Archbishop of Canterbury and was 
welcomed formally to the Diocese, taking up his seat in Truro Cathedral, on the 12th 
January 2019. 
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ARCHDEACONRY OF BODMIN 

The Venerable Archdeacon Audrey Elkington 

It has been most encouraging to see Trigg Major Deanery wrestle with what God 
may be calling them to in the coming years.  Their willingness to make creaNve and 
quite radical decisions has been an inspiraNon.  This appointment will contribute to 
the forging of a team of lay and ordained ministers, commi+ed to working together 
in a uniquely collegial manner to serve the communiNes in and around Launceston.  
The ability of the appointee to work in a team will be key, as will a desire to uncover 
further creaNve ways of keeping the rumour of God alive in our town and deeply 
rural contexts.  We invite you to consider this challenge and look forward to hearing 
from those who catch the vision.  If you would like a personal conversaNon with me 
or the Rural Dean, please do not hesitate to be in touch. 

Archdeacon Audrey 

T  01208 892811 

E  audrey@truro.anglican.org 
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LETTER FROM THE DEANERY 

Welcome to the deanery of Trigg Major on the Cornwall/Devon border.  The historic 
town of Launceston, the ‘gateway to Cornwall’, is the main centre of populaNon.  
Situated between two moors (Dartmoor and Bodmin Moor), its narrow streets are 
now bypassed by the dual carriageway of the A30. 
  
The deanery comprises 21 churches in 18 parishes: the four Launceston churches 
being one parish and the other 17 being rural parishes.  The Deanery plan has 
idenNfied 3 groups of rural parishes (which in due course will become benefices). 
The priests in charge of the rural parishes will also make up the clergy team serving 
Launceston Parish, so serving here involves skills in both rural ministry as well as 
town ministry. 
  
With this reorganisaNon, the deanery is entering a new phase in which we are 
working together and moving forward as a deanery as a whole, and at the same Nme 
recognising and encouraging the individuality of each church.  There is a renewed 
emphasis on the role of the laity in the life and ministry of the church, and working 
together as a team means recognising and developing the gins and talents of all the 
members of the Body of Christ.  
  
The recent lockdown, due to the pandemic, has meant that we have had to rethink 
issues around being church and we have all learnt new skills as we have sought to 
reach people in new ways.  An online presence has been developed, but we also 
have to recognise that a sizeable percentage of the populaNon do not have access to 
the online world for various reasons. 
  
These are new and exciNng Nmes for the right candidate and we look forward to 
working with them in the near future. 
  
Yours 
  
Peter Knight, Rural Dean 

Ian Jolly, Deanery Lay Chairman 
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THE DEANERY OF TRIGG MAJOR 

ConvenNonal District and Deanery of Trigg Major 
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THE GEOGRAPHICAL AREA 
 

The area is extremely well placed for access from all points east and onwards to 
West Cornwall via the A30 dual carriageway.  The ciNes of Truro, Plymouth and 
Exeter are all roughly equidistant by car (approximately finy minutes).  Exeter gives 
access to the M5 motorway and has main line railway staNons for London 
Paddington (just over two hours) and London Waterloo.  There are airports at Exeter 
and Newquay.  Plymouth provides ferry services to France and Spain. 

Cornwall 

The county of Cornwall forms the south western Np of the West Country, almost 
enNrely bound by its north and south coastlines and at its eastern boundary by the 
River Tamar.  It is a land of beauNful rugged cliffs, beaches, fishing villages, ports, 
harbours and moorland.  The NaNonal Trust looks aner many stretches of the coast 
and there are several designated Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty.   

The populaNon of just over half a million is expanded in the summer by the arrival of 
visitors, who provide a much needed boost to the economy.  Previously, agriculture, 
fishing, Nn mining and china clay were among the important industries.   Designated 
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as a less developed region, Cornwall has, in recent years, been in receipt of funding 
from the European Union.   

ChrisNanity began in Cornwall in the fourth and finh centuries, superseding CelNc 
pracNces, and was largely then spread by the saints, including St Piran (the Patron 
Saint of Cornwall).  Following the ReformaNon, Cornwall witnessed the Prayer Book 
Rebellion of 1549 (against the liturgy in English instead of LaNn) and the execuNon in 
Launceston in 1577 (during the reign of Queen Elizabeth I) of Roman Catholic priest 
(later beaNfied) St Cuthbert Mayne.  Following John Wesley’s first visit to Cornwall in 
1743, Methodism grew in popularity in the late eighteenth and nineteenth 
centuries, chapels becoming important social centres in the lives of the working 
Cornish folk.  

There has been a disNnct revival of the Cornish language and although there are sNll 
only a few hundred fluent speakers of it amongst the populaNon, there is an 
increasing usage of words and phrases in such forms as place names and speeches. 
TradiNonal folklore abounds and numerous myths and legends form the basis of 
many children’s stories.  Cornwall has produced much literature over the years, from 
that of the Reverend Hawker (of Hawker’s Hut at Morwenstow) to Laurence Binyon 
(who reputedly wrote For the Fallen from the cliff tops), Daphne du Maurier, Sir John 
Betjeman (who is buried at St Enodoc’s Church, Trebetherick), Charles Causley (the 
poet, who was born and died in Launceston) and, of course, Winston Graham (The 
Poldark novels), to name but a very few.   

Launceston 
 

Once the ancient capital of Cornwall, the town of Launceston is only a mile across 
the Tamar River from Devon, the ruins of its Norman castle perching high on the 
skyline.  Cornwall is a very spiritual place to live and set around the period buildings 
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of the market square and the narrow streets of its hilltop centre, with, at its heart, 
the sixteenth century Church of St Mary Magdalene, the old market town of 
Launceston has a wonderfully welcoming  feel.  There is much to invesNgate about 
the history of the town from the ruins of the ancient Priory, beside the twelnh 
century church of St Thomas,  to the Lawrence House Museum, set amongst the 
eighteenth century town houses of Castle Street. 

Despite its historic tradiNon, the town is very much in the modern age, with new 
housing developments expanding along its perimeter and a new  medical centre, 
supermarket and school in the pipeline.  Launceston has a number of small 
independent shops, cafés and restaurants, but also offers a range of supermarkets 
(Tesco, Co-operaNve, Lidl and an M&S Food Hall within the town and Waitrose stores 
at Okehampton, Saltash, Holsworthy and Truro).  Launceston College provides 
secondary educaNon and there are a number of primary schools in the town and the 
villages throughout the Deanery.  St Joseph’s is an independent school, serving 
children from five to sixteen years of age.  There is an exisNng excellent medical 
centre and a co+age hospital, with minor injuries unit, in the town.  Derriford 
Hospital at Plymouth provides a major surgical centre.  Both Plymouth and Exeter 
UniversiNes have their own separate Medical Schools.  

The Surrounding Countryside 

A predominantly agricultural area, the gently rolling hills stretch between Bodmin 
Moor and Dartmoor, towards the top end of the beauNful Tamar Valley.   There is 
much to explore in the a+racNve countryside, posiNoned almost mid way from the 
north and south coasts (some 30 minutes by car to the north and 40 mins to the 
south).  These coastlines, the rivers, reservoirs, charming villages and historic houses 
and buildings are all to be explored, together with a mulNtude of opportuniNes for 
sporNng and leisure.  Winding lanes, Cornish banks and narrow bridges connect the 
out of the way villages and hamlets of this unspoilt area. 
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The source of the River Tamar (which forms the majority of the border between 
Cornwall and Devon) is just four miles short of the Bristol Channel.  Some 60 miles in 
length, the river winds southward to Plymouth Sound.  The Tamar Valley is an Area 
of Outstanding Natural Beauty. The River Inny is a tributary of the Tamar and is 
about twenty miles long from its source near Davidstow on the eastern edge of 
Bodmin Moor.  Slightly further to the south, the Lynher River rises at just over 900 
feet on Bodmin Moor flowing for about 21 miles into the Tamar Estuary.  
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THE THREE RIVERS BENEFICE AND ALTARNUN WITH BOLVENTOR 

The Parishes 

The Three Rivers Benefice is part of the Trigg Major Deanery in the Archdeaconry of 
Bodmin.  The Benefice consists of four parishes, all rural in nature, that lie to the 
south and south west of the market town of Launceston in East Cornwall and takes 
its name from the three principle rivers, the Tamar, Inny and Lynher. The populaNon 
of the benefice, according to 2011 census figures, is 5,257. 

Altarnun with Bolventor parish, the largest by area in Cornwall, lies to the west of 
the benefice and is also served in this ministry but the parish is not currently part of 
the benefice, pending a formal reorganisaNon.   This brings the total populaNon of 
this group of parishes to 6,338 (2011 census). 

The Three Rivers Benefice and Altarnun with Bolventor parish form the southern 
secNon of the convenNonal district of Launceston, formed in 2018 from all the 
parishes in the Deanery. The core of the Deanery Plan is that three sNpendiary clergy 
will provide ministry as a team in the market town of Launceston and the three 
surrounding rural parishes clusters.  We are currently in the middle of this transiNon 
to the new clergy arrangements, which should be complete in 2021.  In due course, 
it is expected that the convenNonal district, which is a temporary arrangement, will 
lead to a formal reorganisaNon of the benefices in the Deanery. 

Governance 

The churchwardens of the group meet about three Nmes a year, in an informal 
se]ng, to discuss ma+ers common to all parishes, including clergy arrangements for 
major fesNvals and seasons. The congregaNons meet together for worship every 
month that has a finh Sunday.  

There is an acNve benefice study group called ‘The Vine’ that meets fortnightly.  

There is a benefice ‘Open the Book’ team that visits the four local primary schools 
once or twice per term.  

All churches in the group accept the marriage of divorced persons. 
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Vision 

We wish to be part of a ministry where the spiritual needs of our communiNes and 
congregaNons are balanced through care and worship, leading to an ever-growing 
presence of God’s love in all our lives, through joyful, prayerful, strong, stoic and 
calm leadership. 
  
Although our congregaNons have been declining somewhat in recent decades and 
the average age has been ge]ng a li+le older, they have remained steadfast and 
have embraced different ways of worshipping.  Pastoral teams have taken a more 
acNve role in our local schools and communiNes. 
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THE LAUNCESTON CHURCHES 

The Parish of Launceston 

The Parish of Launceston has four churches, each with its own individual character, 
but together forming a body which is greater than the sum of its parts. The Parish, 
which became a team ministry in the early 1990s, works with Churches Together in 
Launceston, building a wider relaNonship as a ChrisNan community. 

The clergy all have responsibiliNes, in differing degrees, for the three rural benefices 
surrounding Launceston that together make up the Deanery. 

A team of Local Worship Leaders, Local Pastoral Ministers and volunteers work 
across the Parish. 

St Mary Magdalene 

Described by Sir John Betjeman as ‘a medieval triumph’, this beauNful and historic 
Grade I listed church sits at the very centre of the town and the community.  It is 
both a popular tourist a+racNon, having stewards during the summer season, and 
also very much a living church. 
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St Marys has a strong choral tradiNon and an organ of county wide significance. As 
well as supporNng weekly services and a monthly evensong, the choir also visits 
other churches and both Truro and Exeter Cathedrals to perform. 

 

St Marys hosts a monthly ‘Food for Thought’ outreach café and a ‘Kids Café’, both 
run by volunteers from across the Parish. 

St Thomas the Apostle 

The Grade II* listed Church of St Thomas by Launceston is in an idyllic se]ng by the 
River Kensey and the ruins of the AugusNne Priory.   It is a popular locaNon for 
weddings and bapNsms and a wonderful se]ng for smaller, more inNmate services, 
including the monthly ecumenical Taize service.  At St Thomas worship is simple and 
accessible. 
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St Stephen the Martyr 
 

The Church of St Stephen the Martyr has a commanding posiNon, now on the 
northern edge of Launceston, but originally an integral part the town of Stephen’s. 
The Grade I listed  thirteenth century church was built on the site of an early 
medieval ChrisNan community and monastery. 

The church is Anglo-Catholic in its worship. A monthly Healing Service is held and 
outreach includes ‘Bacon and Bu]es’, ‘Messy Church’ and a Walking Group. 
The church hall is very well used, both by the church for fundraising and other 
acNviNes and, as the only local such facility, by the community. 

The. Church of Christ the Cornerstone, Tregadille+ 
 

A hugely successful Local Ecumenical Partnership (with the Methodist Church), 
Tregadille+ is very much at the heart of village life, offering both a warm and 
welcoming space for worship and a well used flexible, community facility.  Services 
alternate between Anglican and Methodist, but the last LEP review, conducted in 
2011, concluded “in reality what [now] existed was just one-faith ChrisNanity.” 
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TIME AND DISTANCE AROUND THE PARISHES 
 

From the Rectory at South Petherwin, the distances to the rural parish churches are 
as follows: 

St Paternus, South Petherwin, PL15 7LP (2 minutes by car, 9 minutes on foot, 0.4 
mile) 

St Nonna, Altarnun is 12 minutes by car, 7.4 miles 

St Michael, Lawhi+on is 12 minutes by car, 4.7 miles 

St MarNn, Lewannick is 10 minutes by car, 3.7 miles 

St Briochus, Lezant is 11 minutes by car, 3 miles 

St Mary Magdalene in the centre of Launceston is 8 minutes by car, 2.8 miles 

The furthest distance, between churches, is from St Nonna, Altarnun to St Briochus, 
Lezant and is 20 minutes by the quickest route (A30) of 14 miles. 
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PERSON SPECIFICATION 

In the light of the previous informaNon and the nature of the parishes involved, it is 
perceived that the appointee should possess the following qualiNes gins and 
experience. 

ESSENTIAL 

Personal qualiNes and gins 

• A team player - both with the clergy and the laity - who recognises that a team is 
bigger and more effecNve than the sum of the consNtuent parts 

• Someone who has personal gins and passion for supporNng and developing rural 
ministry, as well as town ministry 

• Someone who is inspiraNonal at ge]ng others involved 

• Someone who is sNll learning and growing in their own ChrisNan life 

• Computer literate 

• Car owner with current driving licence - the role will involve significant driving 
between parishes 

Experience 

• Experience in, and good understanding of, rural ministry with mulNple village 
parishes and town ministry 

• Experience in promoNng the use of effecNve electronic communicaNon and 
alternaNves, where this is not possible, as there are many in our congregaNons 
who do not have access to email and the internet 

• Experience in leading worship with the full range of worship styles and tradiNons  
of the  different individual churches 
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• Experience in discipleship training - helping to grow and develop the faith and 
ChrisNan lives of our congregaNons beyond the one hour on Sunday 

• Have experience of working alongside leaders from the laity, including 
Churchwardens, Local Worship Leaders, Lay Pastoral Ministers and members of 
the PCC 

• Experience in developing relaNonships with the wider church at a local level 

DESIRABLE  

• Experience in working with other church denominaNons including the Methodist 
Church 

• Experience in establishing and supporNng ‘Fresh Expressions’ of church and other 
new ways of being church 

• Experience as a coach and mentor to those exploring God’s call to train for 
ministry and leadership 

• Experience at represenNng a Deanery at Diocesan level 
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SCHOOLS 

RURAL PARISH SCHOOLS 

Primary 

• Altarnun Primary School, Fivelanes, Launceston, PL15 7RZ    
 01566 86274 secretary@altarnunprimary.org.uk 
 Head: KrisNna Harrison 
 (Part of the Launceston College Academy Trust) 

• Lewannick CP School, Hawks Tor Drive, Lewannick, Launceston, PL15 7 QY 
 01566 782262 secretary@lewannick.net 
 Head: Antony Fugill 

• South Petherwin CP School, South Petherwin, Launceston, PL15 7LE 
 01566 776363 secretary@south-petherwin.net 
 Head: Theresa Mills 

• Trekenner CP School, Lezant, Launceston, PL15 9PH 
 01579 370435 secretary@trekenner.net 
 Head: Marc Wheeler 

LAUNCESTON PARISH SCHOOLS 

Primary 

• St Catherine’s C of E Primary School, Moorland Road, Launceston, PL15 7HX 
 01566 772198  stcatherines@andaras.org 
 Head: Louise Hussey 
 (Part of the Andaras MulN Academy Trust) 

• St Stephens Community Academy, Roydon Road, Launceston, PL15 8HL 
 01566 772170  ststephens@andaras.org 
 Head: Maura Furber 
 (Part of the Andaras MulN Academy Trust) 
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• Tregadille+ Primary School, Tregadillet, Launceston, PL15 7EU 
 01566 280060  admin@tregadille+.net 
 Head: Stuart Tulloch 

• Windmill Hill Academy, Windmill Hill, Launceston, PL15 9AE 
 01566 772143  windmill@andaras.org 
 Head: Abby Basse+ 
 (Part of the Andaras MulN Academy Trust) 

Secondary 

• Launceston College, Hurdon Road, Launceston, PL15 9JR 
 01566 772468  enquire@launcestoncollege.org.uk 
 Head: Jenn Burn 
 (Part of the Launceston College Academy Trust) 

Independent 

• St Joseph’s School, St Stephen’s Hill, Launceston, PL15 8HN 
 01566 772580  registrar@stjosephscornwall.co.uk 
 Head: Oliver Sco+ 
 (From age 4-16) 
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RURAL PARISH STATISTICS 
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*North Hill now forms part of the Parish of Lewannick, following the closure of St 
Torney’s Church. 
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LAUNCESTON PARISH STATISTICS 
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FINANCIAL STATISTICS 

 

*It should be noted that the Parish of Altarnun with Bolventor is not included above 
with the above Benefice of the Three Rivers StaNsNcs, as it recently moved from 
being within the Moorland Group. 
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HOUSING 

The Rectory, 52 Trelinnoe Gardens, South Petherwin 

The Rectory is a spacious, modern, detached residence with flexible accommodaNon 
on two floors.  It is situated in the village of South Petherwin, three miles south-
south west of Launceston.   

The accommodaNon comprises a si]ng room, family room, small study (with 
kitchen faciliNes), kitchen/dining room, uNlity room, main bedroom with en suite 
and dressing room, bedroom two/study, bathroom; there are two further bedrooms 
and another bathroom on the second floor.  There is an integral garage and a small 
rear garden. 
 

Total floor area: 251 square metres / 2,703 square feet 
(All measurements are approximate) 
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For Joy In God’s Service 

O Lord, renew our spirits and draw our hearts unto Thyself, 
that our work may not be to us a burden, but a delight; 

and give us such a mighty love to thee 
as may sweeten all our obedience.   

Oh, let us not serve Thee with the spirit of bondage as slaves, 
but with cheerfulness and gladness of children, 

delighting ourselves in Thee, 
and rejoicing in Thy work for the sake of Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

Benjamin Jenks, A.D.  1646
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