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ST JOHN’S TUEBROOK: NOW AND IN THE FUTURE 

 

St John’s Tuebrook celebrates the 150th anniversary of its founding in 2020 and 

looks forward to the next fifty years as a thriving parish church, firmly rooted 

in the Anglo-Catholic tradition. The Sunday Solemn Eucharist is the heart of 

our life and fellowship. With a new Vicar, we want to sustain the momentum 

established for our growth – in numbers, in faith, in Christian understanding. 

As a church active within our Deanery, our Diocese, and in the Province, we 

are committed to being a bigger church making a bigger difference.  

 

 

FUTURE INCUMBENT 

 

We believe that God is calling a priest to St John’s who:  

 sees the Eucharist as the centre of our life together and upholds the 

Anglo-Catholic tradition of worship 

 is able to inspire people and to encourage greater commitment with 

mission, responsibility, and stewardship 

 teaches a spirituality which is both rooted in tradition yet contemporary  

 is committed to pastoral care, social action in the Parish, and 

strengthening ties with the local community 

 will celebrate the Eucharist regularly 

 consolidates our work with families and young children 

 has evident leadership and managerial skills 

 will endeavour to rekindle ecumenical ties with local churches 

 

 

“What I like about St John’s is that you step off  

West Derby Road into a magnificent, friendly church.  

It’s a place of beauty.” 

Pat, member of the congregation 
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LOCAL AREA AND PARISH 

 
Tuebrook is in the inner suburbs of Liverpool, 2.5 miles from the city centre with a 

population of 14,490. It is a compact parish, with a mixture of housing, largely bedsits, 

terraced and semi-detached, and a small number of upmarket properties. 

 

Tuebrook includes Newsham Park, Tuebrook Market, and Tuebrook Police Station. 

Tuebrook is part of the Parliamentary Constituency of Liverpool West Derby. An 

interesting characteristic of the main shopping street is that all the shops are on one side 

of the street only. This is largely due to extensive demolition during an upgrading of the 

main road. Tuebrook has two secondary schools nearby (West Derby School, located 

on West Derby Road, and St Francis of Assisi in Newsham Park) and two primary 

schools (St Cecilia’s is Roman Catholic, while the other, Lister Drive, is a county 

primary). 

 

There are regular buses (numbers 12, 13, 15, 18, 62, 68 and variants thereof), providing 

services to the city centre, as well as to Aigburth, Bootle, Croxteth, Huyton and Old 

Swan and Stockbridge village. 

 

The parish is bisected by the A5049 West Derby Road, an east/west arterial route out 

of Liverpool city centre. Tuebrook also has a railway line which carries freight from 

Tuebrook sidings near Edge Hill to the Port of Liverpool in the north. The bridge, 

carrying the Canada Dock Branch over West Derby Road, used to accommodate 

Tuebrook railway station; however, the line was closed for passenger traffic in 1948. 

The line itself (Canada Dock Branch) is still a busy goods route. It was announced in 

December 2019 that Liverpool City Council had commissioned a feasibility study to 

investigate a possible reopening of the Canada Dock Branch to passenger traffic. 
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ST JOHN’S: THE CHURCH & ITS PEOPLE 

 
There are currently 50 on the electoral roll, many of whom are not resident within the 

parish. The congregation is of mixed age and ethnicity. Prior to the COVID-19 

lockdown, Sunday worship consisted of a 9am Said Eucharist, and an 11am Solemn 

Eucharist with a choir, a sub-deacon, servers, and a Sunday School. The development of 

the Sunday School has been a fundamental part of our growth over the past decade, 

with 10-15 children attending every week.  

 

 

 

 “What we like about St John’s are the stories, 

activities and prayers at Sunday School” 

 The children of the Sunday School 

 
As an Anglo-Catholic church, many in the congregation continue to oppose the ordination 

of women to the priesthood and episcopate. St John’s was an A & B parish and, when the 

new provisions were enacted, the PCC petitioned the Bishop of Liverpool who placed the 

parish under the episcopal care of the Bishop of Beverley. Nevertheless, St John’s is 

supportive of women exploring their vocations; a woman from within the congregation 

went forward for training in 2020. St John’s has also hosted several placements for women 

at various stages of their discernment processes. St John’s strives to be a truly inclusive 

church which embraces all people regardless of race, gender, sexuality, or church tradition. 

 

 

 

  

The parish has an experienced PCC of nine elected representatives, of whom three are 

elected annually by rotation. The two church Wardens are experienced, having served for 4 

& 2 years respectively before the start of the interregnum. The PCC is currently seeking to 

identify an Honorary Treasurer to manage the church’s finances.  
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There is a much loved and well-attended annual pilgrimage to the Shrine at Walsingham, 

which normally takes place in late August. In recent years, the pilgrimage has been led in 

partnership with other parishes from within the Diocese. Our growth in faith and 

understanding has been underpinned by a weekly Bible Study group, led by the Vicar. For 

daily prayer, St John’s produces a Manual which includes times of services, the parish prayer 

diary, the readings for Sundays and other principal feast days, and a verse for meditation 

each day. 

 

 

“What I like about St John’s is the sense of belonging to a church 

family that encourage and support each other through God’s grace” 

Sue, Church Warden 
 

  

 

 

 

 

Music is central to our worship, and St John’s has a dedicated choir, who lead the singing 

at many of our services. After the pandemic restrictions are lifted, our new Director of 

Music is looking forward to implementing a Choir Development Plan, to recruit new 

members, to widen the choir’s repertoire, and to enhance further our worship. There is 

also a plan to begin a regular series of concerts at St John’s, which may be helpful for 

raising funds and attracting new people to the church.  
 

Over the years, St John’s has had an active social life with regular parish lunches, a wine 

tasting, a quiz in the hall, and BBQs in the Parish garden. In recent times, the Vicar has 

hosted a Pancake Party and Raffle in the Vicarage. 
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ST JOHN’S: THE CHURCH & THE COMMUNITY 
 

The schools in the parish offer opportunities for mission and, over the past decade, we 

have been consolidating our connections with Lister Drive Primary. The previous 

incumbent was chair of governors at the school, and different year groups visit the 

church for aspects of their curriculum (such as using the building for religious teaching). 

The Carol Service (and occasionally the Christingle service) for Lister Drive Primary is 

held at St John’s. 

 

St John’s is part of the North Liverpool Foodbank network, seeded by the Trussell Trust 

and co-ordinated by the PCC. As part of our ecumenical activities, members of St John’s 

work alongside members of the Knights of Saint Columba in donating and distributing 

food and essential goods.  

 

 

« Ce que j’apprécie à St John’s, c’est que quand je suis 

venu pour la première fois, j’ai trouvé une place pour moi ici »  

(“What I like about St John’s is that when I came here 

for the first time, I found a place for me here” ) 

Socrate, member of the congregation 

 

 

 

St John’s has a very active band of bellringers – several of whom are members of the 

congregation – who practise each Tuesday evening and ring for the Sunday Solemn 

Eucharist. The Ringing Master supports the teaching of new ringers to continue to grow 

the band as well as the skill and art of change ringing. There are regular social events 

throughout the year and there is a very strong link between the bellringers and the 

church; three of the ringers are on the PCC. 

 

  



7 

 

ST JOHN’S: THE CHURCH & ITS BUILDINGS 

 
St John’s is a Grade 1 listed building designed by George Fredrick Bodley, at the expense of 

Mrs Eliza Ann Reid, the wife of the first incumbent to serve what was then the village of 

Tuebrook. It was completed in 1870, and consecrated in 1871. St John's is one of the most 

important Victorian buildings in Liverpool and of national significance. The interior is vibrant, 

with the fittings designed by Bodley himself. The scheme of decoration was restored by 

Cecil Hare, Bodley's partner, and again in 1970. St John’s boasts three side Chapels in 

addition to the High Altar; the chancel is divided from the nave by a fine rood screen. 

 

 
The church possesses a fine 3 manual organ built in 1871 by William Hill and Sons of 

London, unchanged since it was rebuilt by William Hill in 1895. It is one of only a very few 

instruments of its kind, and was awarded an historical organ certificate in 2009. It is admired 

locally and nationally, and is regularly visited by organist associations from around the 

country. 

 

 
 

To the south side of the church is a Cloister Garden of Remembrance – now closed – in 

which ashes are interred. Adjacent to this is the Church Hall, attached by a link corridor 

with toilets. Originally known as the Brockman Hall, it has been let in the past and was a 

useful income stream for the PCC. The hall is currently vacant.  

 

The church possesses a peal of eight Warner bells, fully restored and re-hung for the 

Millennium. There are two Sanctus bells which are rung during the Solemn Eucharist 

each Sunday.  
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SUPPORT FOR THE INCUMBENT 

 

The PCC pays clergy expenses in full and expects the Vicar to take both a day off each 

week and regular holidays. In addition, the PCC contributes to the costs of an annual 

retreat for the Vicar.  

 

The Vicarage is within easy walking distance of the church. It is a detached property with 

off-road parking, two reception rooms, four bedrooms and a good-sized kitchen with 

adjoining breakfast room.  There is also a separate parish office with cloakroom, which 

has a private access from the outside. The Vicarage also has newly fenced gardens to the 

front and rear. 

 

 

 

 

 

“What I like about St John’s is the music: 

the singing of the hymns, the choir, the organ” 

Mattie, member of the congregation 

 

 

St John’s has two Honorary Assistant Priests: Fr. Christopher Cook (retired) and Fr. 

Yazeed Said (NSM) both assisted the previous incumbent at Sunday Eucharists. Although 

the pandemic has forced us to reduce the number of weekly services we hold, Fr 

Christopher continues to say the Tuesday morning eucharist, and officiates at the 

Sunday morning Solemn Eucharist. There is lay involvement in the Solemn Eucharist, 

namely in the reading of the epistle, and with a lay sub-deacon. 

 

 

St John’s is part of the West Derby Deanery, and the Parish plays its part in the life of 

the Deanery, including hosting the Archdeacon’s Visitation in the past. There are twelve 

churches in the Deanery, comprising a broad range of church traditions. The PCC 

supports the diocesan initiative of encouraging deaneries to work together in developing 

the mission of the Church. 
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FINANCE 
 

St John’s has run several stewardship campaigns, the most recent one of which was 

postponed due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Financially, the congregation is relatively 

generous, although St John’s cannot sustain a sinking fund at present. The PCC 

recognises the importance of paying the Parish Share and manages to run the building. 

Major repairs are needed to the floor and walls and, to that end, St John’s is currently 

preparing a bid for Heritage Lottery Funding. 

 
 

 

 “What I like about St John’s is the friendly community 

who worship here, the glorious building, 

and the beautiful liturgy.” 

Dan, Director of Music 

 

 
 

CONCLUDING REMARKS 

 
St John’s is supported by a dedicated team and congregation who love the church, its 

history and its worship. During its long history, St John’s has been served by outstanding 

priests, the last three of whom have been canons of the cathedral. During the lockdown, 

services were streamed and we continue to do this. The church is now open on Sundays 

and for private prayer at designated times. We believe St John’s has an important place 

in our Deanery, Diocese and Province, and we are confident that, in prayerful 

obedience, the Lord will guide us into the future to his purpose and glory.  
 

 @stjohntuebrook    @StJohnTuebrook    @stjohntuebrook  

 

Our new website: www.stjohntuebrook.com  

 

       

 

 

http://www.stjohntuebrook.com/
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