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Welcome to Christ Church Surbiton Hill

We are a local, intergenerational, evangelical 
(and gently charismatic) Anglican church in 
a pleasant residential area amidst the leafy 
suburbs of southwest London. Our story began 
in 1863 when the advent of the railway brought 
increasing numbers of people to live in Surbiton, 
and local residents joined together to build a 
church to serve this new community. Since then, 
generations have followed the call to proclaim the 
good news in Surbiton, and to become whole-life 
disciples of Jesus Christ.

We are a church of all ages, with two Sunday 
services. On Sunday morning, attendance is a 
little over 150 and includes very active and
popular children’s groups. Midweek there are a 
number of small groups and other meetings. 
We work with a variety of mission and social
action partnerships, both locally and overseas. 
Around 40 of us attend the New Wine conference 
each summer, although others also attend 

Keswick and Greenbelt - and a range of other 
events through the year.

We have recently completed a major building 
project to renew and restore the worship
area and create new offices and additional space 
for our youth and children’s work. It makes this an 
exciting time to be joining the church as we
seek to maximise our use of this space - despite 
the challenging immediate circumstances
with coronavirus and its aftermath!

We hope you enjoy finding out more about Christ 
Church.

Ian MetcalfeJon Barks

& welcome

"A friendly local community church 
that  loves to share the good news of  

     Chris t  with young and old."

From the Churchwardens
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When we had to close our building 
in March we resolved to focus on 
four core areas of ministry:

Sunday Online - a 45 minute online 
service premiering on Sunday mornings
We pre-recorded a shorter-than-usual online 
service and sought to include as many members 
of our church family as possible with the prayers, 
readings and in giving updates. These services 
also enabled us to include input from our 
overseas mission partners more regularly. In June 
we began to host a popular live Zoom time after 
our services.

Small Groups - Zoom-based continuity 
A significant number of our church family are 
in or have some connection to a Small Group. 
We helped our small groups to utilise video 
conferencing solutions and have also encouraged 
Small Group leaders to increase their pastoral 
care for their members, families etc. We also 
moved our monthly Boiler Room prayer meeting 
to Zoom.

Pastoral Care - Initial assessment with 
ongoing monitoring 
The staff team worked through the church 
contacts list to discern whom among our 
congregation would be most affected by any 
lockdown restrictions and contacted each of 
them. By God’s grace the vast majority of our 
church family proved to have strong caring and 
support networks in place. Each week the staff 
team have met virtually and followed up on 
pastoral matters arising. In August we followed 
up with each household in our church to let them 
know of our plans to open up our church.

Online Resources - website rework and 
regular devotional material
We reworked our website to fit our new pattern 
of ministry. To enable the spiritual growth of our 
church family (and beyond) we released new and 
curated videos each weekday, with a musical 
reflection on the Psalms each Friday. Through the 

summer term, our children’s minister produced 
midweek Faith At Home digital content to enable 
our families to engage at home, along with activity 
material for the Sunday service.

Our Response 
to the Pandemic

    Going  Forward
In mid-August we recommenced meeting in 
the church, initially with a stream of the pre-
recorded service only and limited occupancy of 
max. 20 households/60 people, with progressive 
reintroduction of live elements to test our live-
streaming capabilities.

In September we have transitioned to live 
streaming most elements, increasing occupancy 
towards 80 people maximum, with members 
encouraged to attend every 2–3 weeks.

This Parish Profile mainly reflects Christ Church 
prior to the lockdown in March 2020, with some 
adjustments taking account of the more recent 
changes.

"At  present  we cannot  worship in 
church but  the support  & fellowship   
   has not  diminished 
             but  increased."
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The coming of the railway in 1838 resulted in the 
development of Surbiton into the town it is today, 
and to meet the spiritual needs of a growing 
population local Christians gave generously for 
the construction of Christ Church, which was 
consecrated in 1863. 

In the 1930s, the existing substantial Victorian 
housing around the church (now largely flats) 
was joined by a large development of Thirties 
semi-detached housing that became known 
as Berrylands, leading to a significant influx of 
families. This led to the establishment of our 
church school, Christ Church C.E. Primary School, 
with strong long-term links enabling us to build 
relationships with many families and welcome 
them to church. 

In 1935, our daughter church, Emmanuel 
Tolworth, was set up to serve the new residents 
at the Tolworth end of our parish. Emmanuel 

operates largely independently but we have a 
Joint PCC - more information can be found 
elsewhere in this document.

Over time our congregation dwindled, but 
numbers increased once more through the 1990s 
and 2000s, with good teaching, strong school links 
and many young families leading to a burgeoning 
children’s work.

Today we are a church of around 250 regular 
attendees with a Sunday attendance of around 
165, including 45 children. We have lots of 
families and are ethnically diverse although 
majority white, more or less reflecting the 
overall mix in our area. Our congregation is a 
mix of long-term Surbiton residents and relative 
newcomers, with many people working up in 
London and plenty of others based more locally.

With our growth in the 1990s onwards it became 
increasingly clear that the 1970s reordering of the 
church was no longer adequate for the church’s 
needs and we recently undertook a major building 
project to renovate our worship area, move the 
church offices and add two new meeting rooms 
above the old vestries for our children’s and youth 
work. This work was completed in July 2019 at a 
total cost of £1.6m.

The potential of the new, flexible facilities has not 
yet been fully explored and when the church is 
able to reopen, it will be a priority to identify how 
they can best be utilised to further outreach and 
mission among our local community.

The challenge going forward, therefore, is to utilise 
God’s provision of our new facilities effectively 
and imaginatively to advance the Gospel.

Our Story

Timeline dates:

Christ Church built
1863 1935

1961

1975

2008

Emmanuel Church planted

New plot for Christ 
Church School purchased

Internal reordering of Christ Church

Christ Church Renewed 
project is completed

John Birchall
becomes vicar 2019
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* Paid by the PCC    + Paid by the Christ Church Trust

Aneal Appadoo
Associate Minister +

Steve Weston
Children’s Pastor +

Emmanuel Baikie 
Curate* (Expenses only)

Emma Purkess
Worship Pastor +

Our Vision 
and Values

Our 
Leadership

We are committed to biblical orthodoxy 
and are on a journey of exploring the 
ministry of the Holy Spirit.

Our purpose is to equip our family to become whole-life disciples of Christ. Therefore we 
prioritise the place of faithful Bible teaching, worship and prayer as the basis of everything 
we do across the life of our church. Together we are committed to becoming more like 
Jesus, serving each other and our community, and sharing with others the good news of the 
gospel.

Christ Church and Emmanuel Church actively encourage the ministry of all God’s people across the life 
of our churches in a variety of ways. Both churches have enjoyed up-front ministry from both men and 
women and Christ Church have supported female candidates for ordination. 

After prayerfully engaging with the scriptures, each half of our PCC have come to different positions on the 
question of women in overall leadership in the church - with Christ Church largely holding an egalitarian 
position, whereas Emmanuel hold a complementarian one. We are hopeful that our next minister will be 
able to lead our joint PCC together with grace, generosity and respect for the positions held.

We have a gifted staff team who work alongside 
the PCC to support the activity and running of the 
church. The Christ Church PCC meets 8 times per 
year, with 2 Joint PCC meetings and the Annual 
Parochial Church Meeting bringing together the 
PCCs on both sides of the parish.

Rob Dunn - Jess Dunn - David Luff - Dermot 
O’Brien - Godfrey Vosper - Sue Watson - Liz 
Woods - Catherine Young - Andy Young

Sue d’Albertanson
Administrator*

Ian Metcalfe
Churchwarden

Jon Barks
Churchwarden

Our PCC

" The s taff team has a wide range of talent s, but  there is no sense of them 
   and us, jus t  US, learning and growing in our faith together."

Church Survey July 2020
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Our main Sunday morning service is the focus 
of our church week, a lively family service 
with around 120 adults and 45 children in 
attendance, and groups running from a creche 
up to school Year 9. Our sung worship ranges 
from contemporary songs from New Wine and 
Hillsong to traditional hymns, and our sermon
series generally follow a biblical sequence, with 
the majority of the service being shaped
around the reading for that week. Most of our 
congregation live within a mile of the church,
but a number of people travel from further afield. 

After the service we offer prayer for those who 
request it, alongside refreshments (including real 
coffee), and Sunday lunch for all who need it, with 
a committed band of regulars. This often attracts 
non-church folk who are in great need of a time of 
community and a hot meal.

We also have an evening service with a more 

intimate feel and around 20 people attending, 
with the church laid out in a relaxed café-style 
environment. This usually follows the same 
sermon series as our morning service.

Occasional Offices
Baptisms and Thanksgivings number in the low 
single digits each year, and the building as it was 
did not lend itself to wedding celebrations. 

However, the new building presents opportunities 
to expand in these areas, quite apart from the 
inclusion of a full immersion baptistry for the first 
time. There are only 5 or so funerals per year, held 
either at the church or local crematorium. 

Midweek
Small Groups
Small groups are at the core of our spiritual life 
here at Christ Church. We currently have 11 
groups with over 100 people registered with a 

group. These home groups meet on a variety of 
days and either weekly or fortnightly. Our Small 
Groups are highly relational and encourage our 
members to grow closer to God and each other. 
We try to cover one series together each year, 
with groups choosing their own Bible study 
material for the remainder of the year. We hold 
termly Small Groups Leaders meetings.

Prayer
Boiler Room Prayer is our monthly prayer 
meeting, held on the first Monday of each month. 
Our average attendance prior to lockdown was 15 
to 20 people, though this has increased to over 30 
on occasion since moving to Zoom. We provide 
further opportunities for prayer after our services 
and have recently established a Prayer Team to 
enrich our prayer life together.

Courses
We run a variety of courses throughout the year 

Our 
Ministries

Sundays
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aimed at those enquiring about faith, as well as 
those looking to become more mature disciples. 
In the recent past we have run Alpha, Discipleship 
Explored and Growing Leaders. We have also 
run Marriage & Parenting Children courses in 
the past few years and, more recently, the Hope 
in Depression course, which has proven very 
popular.

Our Children’s 
and Youth Work
We welcome children and families at Christ 
Church with open arms and our children’s work 
is massively important in the life of the church, 
with a wide array of regular and occasional 
events through the year both for our own families 
and local schools. Our aim is to journey with 
our children and young people as they discover 
God’s love, become Jesus’ disciples, and grow in 
relationship with him through the Holy Spirit.

Sunday Mornings (age, average attendance)

• Creche (0-2½, 3 children),
• Climbers (2½-5, 13 children),
• Adventurers (6-8, 15 children),
• Explorers (8-11, 8 children),
• Pathfinders (11-14, 7 young people),

     14-18s in service or serving on team

During the Week
• Christ Church CE Primary School - 

Assemblies and Bible Clubs
• Jellytots - thriving toddler group, twice a 

week (0-3, 30 children each day)
• The Base - lively youth group on Friday 

evening (11 - 14s, 30+ children per week)
• K2 - new 14-18s follow-up youth group on 

Friday nights

Special Events

• Christ Church CE Primary School - 
Reception Fun Morning with 60-90 
reception children and their families

• Christmas Journey/Easter 
Experience - joint venture with 
Emmanuel and Insight Schools team, for 
approximately 1000 children and teachers 
from local primary schools

• Bi-monthly ‘Who Let the Dads Out!?’ 
Saturday morning group

• Popular Easter Holiday Club for 60 
children, Light Party (as an alternative to 
Halloween), and Christingle service for 
150 adults and 100 children

• The Base ‘Base Camp’ summer 
weekend away for 11-14s

"A large , friendly family church  
 with people of all ages from babies  
   to elderly."
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In our desire to reach our community with the 
good news of Jesus Christ, we believe in the 
importance of community and are keen to build 
genuine connections both with individuals and 
local organisations. A range of evangelistic and 
pre-evangelistic events and initiatives run through-
out the year, and valuable partner relationships 
help us serve our community better.

Our biggest events are the Christmas Christingle 
and Carol services, with the former drawing in up 
to 250 in total, and 125 for our ‘acoustic’ carol 
service. It was wonderful to be able to host these 
in our renewed building in 2019. We follow these 
up with an Alpha course running in the first 
quarter of the new year.

In normal times we have a thriving toddler group, 
Jellytots, that draws in around 50 families per 
week across two morning sessions, and a well-
loved afternoon get-together for older people, 
Open Door. Then there’s a Board Games 
Lounge for all ages on a Saturday afternoon once 
a term.

We have a regular programme of events including 
an annual Comedy Night and a Burns Night 
Supper, both for 100 guests, along with Men’s 
and Women’s Breakfast events on a termly 
basis drawing in 30 to 60 attendees.

We have a close relationship with our church 
school, Christ Church C.E. Primary School. 
Christ Church is a 2–3 form entry Church of 
England School with over 500 pupils. Our 
Children’s Pastor runs a Bible Club and weekly 
Assemblies, we have a strong representation on 
the governing body, and the School make regular 
trips to the Church for services and RE lessons.

One of our key partners is the Insight schools 
team, a local charity providing Christian schools 
workers in primary and secondary schools across 
Kingston and now Richmond. They take lessons, 
lead assemblies and run Bible Clubs and have 
partnered with us and Emmanuel Church to run 

interactive events like the Christmas Journey 
and Easter Experience.

As a church, and through the efforts of individual 
members who volunteer as helpers and church 
reps, we have close links with a number of other 
charities operating locally, including Kingston 
Foodbank, Kingston Street Pastors, Kingston 
Churches Action on Homelessness and the 
adoption charity Home for Good.

Reaching our 
Wider Community
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"I am so grateful in the Lord for the    
prayer and financial help that  
Chris t  Church gives."

We believe in the importance of Jesus’ 
commission to take the gospel to all nations and
are pleased to support a number of mission 
partners, people and organisations who are
working for our Lord in other parts of the world. 
We have been particularly glad to be able to 
hear from them more regularly during this period 
of coronavirus, since Zoom makes light of 
geographical separation!

Beryl Ba
Beryl grew up in the parish, and was called 
to Senegal in 1961 to teach the children of 
English-speaking missionaries, and later 
taught English in a government school. Now 
officially retired, she still lives in Senegal, 
running a guest house for Christian workers 
and friends and distributing Bible calendars 
throughout the country.

The Schluter Family
Nat is the principal of the Johannesburg Bible 
College, having served with us as a trainee 
while he did the Cornhill Course a number of 
years ago. Christ Church supports bursaries  
to help equip pastors for ministry.

TearFund/New Wine ‘Change a Nation’ 
project, Jinja, Uganda
As part of the Christ Church Renewed 
project, we committed to give 10% of the 
project cost to the work of honouring God 
and transforming communities outside our 
local community. To this end, we have been 
supporting a local community building project 
in Jinja, Uganda, with a group from the church 
visiting in 2018.

Christ Church’s relationship with CCM 
Media and their work in Poland started in 
1984. Through prayer, financial support 
and visits CCM Media have seen the work 
increase from one Gospel music group into 
an outreach and discipling work reaching 23 
countries.

Over the past few years we have developed 
closer links with Compassion, with 40 
children sponsored by church families, 
primarily in Sri Lanka.

Our 
Mission Partners

Beryl Ba
The Schluter Family

Jinja Uganda

CCM media



10Parish Profile | Christ Church Surbiton Hill 2020

Christ Church is a Grade 2 listed Victorian church 
constructed of red brick, with an impressive 
stencil-decorated ceiling and plenty of stained 
glass windows, including one by Edward Burne-
Jones.

A major re-ordering of the interior took place in 
1975, but as the church grew through the 1990s 
and 2000s, the available space for children’s work 
in particular, became inadequate.

On his arrival in Surbiton as the new vicar of 
Christ Church in 2008 John Birchall saw this 

need for improvement to the building. The PCC 
approved a plan for improvements in 2013, and 
after a long-term fundraising campaign the work 
was completed in the middle of last year.

This has created a more flexible, open and 
welcoming space with a practical worship area 
in harmony with the architecture of the building, 
and provides additional meeting rooms and a new 
parish office. The main worship area now faces 
east once more and has a new tiled floor with 
underfloor heating, chairs in place of pews, and a 
full-immersion baptistry, along with new lighting 
and audiovisual equipment.

At the east end of the church we now have three 
purpose-built meeting rooms for our children’s 
and young people’s work, as well as smart new 
church offices. Additional changes included 
entrance improvements, redecoration of the 
lounge area and toilets, and the introduction of 
level access throughout.

A potential second phase of work would 
encompass adding a second floor over the 
current flexible lounge area, with new toilets and 
a fully refurbished kitchen, at roughly the same 
cost again.

The 
Church Building
We have recently completed a £1.6m 
project to renew our worship area 
and two vestries to create new church 
offices and additional rooms for our 
children’s work. 

This opens up new opportunities 
to maximise the effectiveness of our 
ministry here in Surbiton and we are 
looking forward to exploring these 
opportunities fully under a new vicar 
when the current crisis recedes.

Christ Church Renewed Brochure
A lovely res tored traditional church 
building with some wonderful s tained 
glass windows but  with a more 
modern and evangelical Bible-based 
ethos.

» https://bit.ly/33uGBOF
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Christ Church Vicarage is a detached 
1970s purpose-built vicarage in red 
brick, with a substantial side extension 
dating to 2010, creating an open-plan 
kitchen/dining/living area and a greatly 
improved main sitting room. 

The house has five bedrooms, a 
downstairs study and a single garage.

The Christ Church Trust are fortunate to have 
been gifted two additional properties locally, 
which are used as homes for our Associate 
Minister and Children’s Pastor, along with their 
respective families.

Associate Minister’s House

Children’s Pastor’s House

The
Vicarage

Additional
Staff Housing
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The financial support for all of our ministry comes 

entirely from within the church family, with very 

limited income from hall hire.

Our finances at Christ Church are made up of two 

separate charities, the Christ Church Trust, the 

majority of which is used for our staffing costs, 

and our PCC, which covers everything else. Our 

annual budgets are set against the backdrop of 

our previous year’s expenditure alongside our 

anticipated level of giving, whilst seeking to 

recognise future opportunities for ministry.

We are immensely grateful for the generosity of 

our church family towards our renewed building 

project (circa £1.6m) in recent years, and are 

grateful for members who have left legacies to our 

church when they have gone home to our Lord.

For more detailed information, visit the giving 

page of our website:

»»  https://www.ccsurbiton.org/giving 

      We are making positive steps to 
increase regular giving so that it fully 
matches expenditure and mission giving 
targets before additional appeals. 

Income in the first half of the year has 
dropped, mostly due to the pandemic, but 
has begun to recover and we hope to shortly 
fully pay off the last costs for the main 
building refurbishment, fully funded by the 
congregation, and have no debts.

2020 Budget

Our Operations

Our Church Building

Supporting Mission

Ministry & Outreach

CofE Contribution

Our Ministry Staff         

£  33, 563

£  20, 760

£  16, 950

£  17, 050

£  81, 200

£128, 403      

£297,926

Our
Finances

Dermot O’Brien
PCC Treasurer

We are full of thanks to God for moving 
the hearts of His people to give so 
generously and sacrificially to His mission 
in Surbiton through Christ Church.

43%

27%

6%
6%
7%

11%
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Located in the Royal Borough of Kingston 
upon Thames, Surbiton is a busy suburban area 
alongside a highly picturesque section of the 
River Thames. Hampton Court, Richmond Park 
and Bushy Park are all close by. Kingston boasts 
a major shopping centre with a thriving university 
as well as a run of riverside restaurents. 

Some 15 miles from central London, Surbiton 
has excellent transport links, with frequent direct 
trains to London Waterloo (about 20 minutes) and 
the A3 close by, giving easy access to the M25. 

Surbiton has a busy local high street with 
supermarkets, local shops and some pleasant 
cafes and restaurants. The area around the church 
is primarily residential, with a number of parks 
and other green spaces and local parades of 
shops.

In the area immediately around the church 
building are a number of large Victorian houses, 
most of which have been converted into or 
replaced by flats, and a small 1960s estate 
consisting of flats and terraced houses known as 
the Alpha Road estate (with which we have very 
little connection at present). Many of these houses 
are now owner-occupied. There are local shops, 
a pub and various community buildings close by, 
and the local secondary school, Hollyfield School, 
is just outside the parish boundary.

The Parish of Christ Church is part of the Diocese 
of Southwark, within the Kingston Deanery. The 
parish is divided into two areas, with our daughter 
church Emmanuel taking responsibility for the 
Tolworth side of the parish.
     
BAME diversity is around 20% in the parish, 
which is reflected among our congregation at 
Christ Church.

Our
Area
Surbiton was made famous by the 70s 
sitcom The Good Life – in fact The 
Avenue, where it was set, is just round 
the corner from the church.
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Emmanuel Church is a conservative evangelical 

church with a usual Sunday attendance of around 

70 adults and 15 children. Our aim is to see 

people COME to Jesus, GROW in Him and GO 

out to serve Him. In all things we look to submit 

to the ultimate authority of the Word of God. 

We have one Sunday service at 10.30am with a 

crèche and groups for children and young people 

up to the age of 14 and a weekly youth group for 

14s–18s. During lockdown our services have been 

online and can be found at -

» https://emmanueltolworth.online.church

Emmanuel Church was a plant from Christ 

Church in the 1930s to reach out to the eastern 

part of the parish. For the relationship between 

Emmanuel and Christ Church please see 

» https://www.ccsurbiton.org/ppappendix 

2019 PCC Away Day Priorities:
At our annual PCC Away Day (for the Emmanuel 

part of the PCC) we work on our vision & strategy. 

The main priorities from our 2019 day are:

Love your neighbour: Over recent years our 

evangelistic strategy has changed so that we 

focus on every church member doing the long, 

slow work of building loving relationships with 

our neighbours in order to gain opportunities to 

share the gospel.

Love one another: We need to keep growing 

in our love for one another within the church 

family, making sure we are not just looking out 

for those ‘like me’. Pastoral care happens in 

many ways – through individuals supporting 

one another, Home Groups and the Pastoral 

Care Team.  We also have church lunches 

roughly once a term, and other social and 

evangelistic events. 

Being well taught: Faithful Bible teaching in 

our services and groups is a high priority. 

Our Sunday sermons are the central time of 

teaching for the church family – we are com-

mitted to expository preaching. We have also 

had occasional sermons seeking to ask what 

the Bible says about key current issues such as 

sexuality and gender. 

Home Groups: These are a key part of our 

church family life. While groups like these do 

not work for everyone, they are great places for 

people to sit under the word of God together 

and to care for one another. We would love to 

grow the number of those in groups and there-

fore increase the number of groups.

Emmanuel Church
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Prayer
We have monthly prayer meetings (twice-monthly 

during lockdown) and on weekdays a daily prayer 

meeting at 9.15am.

Youth & Children’s Outreach & Ministry
Our youth & children’s ministry and outreach is 

very important for us. We have good relationships 

with the primary school just over the road from 

the church building and our youth and children’s 

minister is involved in assemblies there on a 

weekly basis. We run a weekly parents/carers and 

toddlers group in the church building. We also run 

an annual holiday club, monthly youth outreach 

events and, with Christ Church and Insight, run 

Christmas Journey (year 2) and Easter Experience 

(year 5) which bring in hundreds of children from 

local primary schools.

Ministry to Older People
Twice a month we have ‘Oasis’, a group for the 

older members of Emmanuel on a Wednesday 

afternoon for social activities and, in a normal 

meeting, a short Bible talk.

Mission
We have several missionary links we support 

financially and in prayer both in this country and 

abroad:
• Insight 
• Henneke Cook (working with AWM)
• Stephen and Catriona Bennett (with CMS at 

Gahini hospital in Rwanda)
• Kip’ and Rachel Chelashaw (Church 

planting in Nairobi)
• Oxygen
• London City Mission

Staff
The paid staff consist of the Minister (Associate 

Vicar), a Youth and Children’s Minister and a part-

time Administrator. 

Bart Erlebach
Minister (Associate Vicar)

Chris Bruce
Youth & Children’s 
minister

Jen Manhire
Administrator

Cara Rodger
Churchwarden

John Newell 
Churchwarden
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We are looking for someone with the vision and ability:

• Alongside the PCC and staff team, to seek God for our future direction as a church and set our 
strategic goals going forward

• To lead our church with vision and insight so as to care for our congregation and reach our community 
for Christ

• To teach the Bible clearly and faithfully always pointing us to Jesus, and to equip others for this task

• To help us continue to explore the ministry of the Holy Spirit in His church today

• To help those with faith grow in maturity and commitment, and enable them to share their faith more 
effectively

• To help those without faith to come to know Jesus and grow into a mature faith

• To help us take the right opportunities to use our renewed building for God’s purposes, to serve our 
community and reach people for Jesus

• To lead our staff team well, and enable them to develop in their roles and calling

• To continue to develop our engagement with shared community ministries in Kingston, and with our 
mission partners overseas

• To partner well with Emmanuel Church, Tolworth, so that while remaining independent we work well 
together for the sake of the gospel

• To further develop the positive relationship with Christ Church School, its pupils and their families as a 
core part of our outreach

The

As we look forward to a new, 
significant chapter of our church’s 
life, we are looking for a vicar 
with the character and calling to 
lead Christ Church Surbiton Hill 
forward on our journey.

The Vicar of Christ Church is an 
ex-officio Governor of Christ 
Church School and has the
right of appointment for the 
Associate Vicar at Emmanuel 
Church, Tolworth.
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Christian Life
• Loves the Lord – as shown in life, ministry 

and a pattern of prayer and daily devotions 
• Loves His Word – is committed to the full 

inspiration and final authority of the Bible in 
belief and ethical practice and is able to show 
its application in the lives of God’s people

• Loves His Spirit – expectant and 
experienced in encouraging the gifts of the 
Holy Spirit in the church today 

• Loves His people – willing to commit to 
the congregation and our wider community, 
ministering practically and spiritually to the 
needs of all

• Loves the lost – a heart for leading people to 
the Lord, and for inspiring others to share their 
faith effectively

Experience
• Evangelism – we are looking for someone 

with experience in leading the Alpha Course, 

Christianity Explored or similar, and in training 
others to share their faith

• Discipleship – committed to the ongoing 
development of spiritual maturity among 
God’s people, including through personal 
mentoring and leading courses/seminars/
weekends for church and/or in other contexts

• Pastoral care – experience of supporting 
individuals, families and groups of varied 
backgrounds, age and ethnicities and of 
working to reconcile individuals and groups 

• Leadership – track record of successful 
leadership and management responsibility 
in church or other contexts, including 
development of new and existing ministries/
initiatives, and management of a staff 
team. Experience of developing, training 
and empowering other leaders within the 
congregation

• Community – experience in encouraging 
and enabling community ministries, serving 

the practical and spiritual needs of vulnerable 
families and individuals 

• Financial – overseeing the setting and 
management of budgets 

Skills
• Teaching – a gifted preacher who teaches 

the Bible faithfully and effectively teaches its 
contemporary application 

• Pastoring – a loving and wise pastor to the 
members of the congregation, caring for and 
encouraging the congregation in caring for 
each other and those in our wider community 

• Leadership – a collaborative leader, able to 
work with the PCC and Staff Team, to lead 
others in seeking God for His vision for our 
church and then to communicate and further 
this vision; someone who recognises and 
nurtures the gifts of God’s people, and is well-
equipped to strategically delegate, direct and 
inspire in leading us as a whole congregation

Person
Specification
We are seeking an ordained minister 
within the Church of England to be our 
new vicar, with demonstrable qualities 
and experience in the following areas:
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Friendlycommunity
prayer

joy

happy

sincere

joyful

teaching

Caring

Love

supportive

family

kindness

praise

listening

discipleship

Christ-centred

enthusiastic

lively

acceptance

diverse

Spirit-filled

inclusive
bible-based

friendshipinformative

intergenerational

beautiful building

social

evangelical

helpful

warm

fun

worship

welcomingWords used by the 
congregation to 

describe our church 

Source: Church Survey – July 2020

safe

lively

location
relaxed

good


