
Ford Group of Parishes September 2020 

 

Ford Group of Parishes 

Pontesbury Deanery 



Ford Group of Parishes September 2020 

 

 

Foreword from our Archdeacon. 

Thank you for your interest in this post. 

 

The Parishes of the Ford group are in good heart, and have enjoyed working together to produce their Parish Profile and 

Statement of Needs. They see many opportunities and are looking forward to working with their new incumbent to love 

and serve their wider community. This is a rural farming community, but the parishes  are close enough to both Shrews-

bury and Welshpool for people to commute to work. This means that the age profile of the population is quite wide, and 

consequently there are a variety of different needs. The parishes are very open to change and trying new things, but also 

clear about that they value in their current worship pattern. 

 

You would be well supported by the Rural Dean and colleagues from the Chapter, who have all agreed on a very collabora-

tive approach to working together across the Deanery, sharing their respective areas of expertise. 

 

If you would like to have an informal conversation about this post, please phone me on 01588 630324. 

  

Every blessing as you discern where God is leading you. 

  

Revd Stephanie Fountain 
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Four rural parishes, comprising of 6 churches five miles west of Shrewsbury, make up the Ford Group of Parishes in Hereford 

Diocese. The parishes span the border and are part of the Pontesbury Deanery Group Ministry. 

 

Set in lovely countryside, the large vicarage is located in Ford village, which has a Primary School, Village Hall, Mini Super-

market, petrol station and several places to dine serving good food. Fitness and swimming facilities are available at the very 

popular Castle County Club.   

 

The six churches offer history, beauty, and simplicity. Each has something different to offer as a key part of the community. 

We are happy and blessed to live in this area and are looking for an individual or family to join us, to share our home and 

help us grow spiritually. The ministry in our schools has been successful, but we have more work to do to reach out across 

the generations and to grow our congregations. 

 

Where are we? 
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Lay Reader Sue and SSM Rev Maxine      CW Linda, Ruth Mary and Rachel 

LMDG Alison, Sue, Jane Rev Maxine & Sue LMDG member Elvire with CW Lisa and Jenny 

 

Some of our Clergy team, Church Wardens & LMDG Members 

Photo Credit to  Andy Neal.. Thank You ! 
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Located on the edge of the Village  and within a short walk of the Church, the Vicarage is a modern four bedroomed house 
with garage, large parking area and private gardens. On the ground floor there is a private study with access to the garage, 
and a cloakroom separate from the house. 

 
Turning left through a glass door leads to the inner hall and private rooms. There is an L shaped lounge with a real fireplace, 
dining room, large kitchen diner with fully fitted units, pantry storage area, utility room with rear access to gardens. From 
the hall, stairs lead to four double bedrooms, each with fitted wardrobe space and views over the countryside. The bathroom 
and separate shower room are located here too. 
 
Oil fired heating services room radiators and hot water. 

 

The Vicarage , Ford ,Shropshire 
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The Church, which is situated on a hill and constructed of Cardeston stone, dates back to 9th Century when it was linked to 

St. Michael’s in Shrewsbury Castle. In 1927 it passed to the Bishop of Hereford. 

 

The Nave and Chancel possibly date back to 13th Century. It has a hammer beam roof, Jacobean Reredos and stained 

glass windows from the Kemp studio. WW1 battlefield crosses are on display, and a memorial oak screen conceals a small 

kitchen. 

 

The Church has an effective sound loop system, a regularly tuned organ and an accessible toilet. Extra parking is available 

for special services. “A peaceful and much loved Church” is an example of a comment found in the Visitors’ Book. 

The Open the Book team visits the school every week. As it is within walking distance, the school celebrates Christmas, 

Easter, Harvest and the Leavers Service in  Church. The Parish Offer and Clergy Expenses are paid in full. 

 

St Michael’s Church at Ford 
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Our special services include Harvest Thanksgiving, an Act of Remembrance at the War Memorial, Service of Light to re-

member the departed, and Carol Service, all followed by refreshments. St. Michaels’ is on a walkers’ route. We welcome all 

visitors and local residents by having the church open. 

 

The working communities in Ford predominately commute to Shrewsbury, Telford and beyond. The older part of the village 

has 19th Century dwellings whilst newer areas include family houses, sheltered housing, starter and association housing. 

An almost completed development will provide 25 low cost family homes.  

 

Ford Village Hall, run by a volunteer committee, is a well used Hall and uses include a Judo group, Keep fit classes, Mother 

& Toddler group, Whist and 3 Cheers. A small Sewing Group meets in the Community Room of West View Sheltered Hous-

ing. There are pre-school nurseries locally, and two private childcare facilities in the village. A regular bus service runs to 

Shrewsbury every day, via the hospital. Private buses run to Mary Webb and Pontesbury Secondary schools.  

 

 

St Michael’s Church, Ford cont. 

Photo Credit to Mike Ashton . Thank You ! 
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In the last few years St Michael’s Church has been working with a group of 

volunteers from a local ecological consultancy to better understand the flora 

and fauna in the Churchyard. This has included a mixture of family events in-

cluding Mucky Church, an Insect Trail, School visits, and also recognising na-

tional events such as ‘Love your Burial Ground’ and recent filming by ‘Caring 

for God’s Acre’. It was also featured in a talk given to their national confer-

ence. 

The survey of the area has revealed the quality of the habitat, including at 

least 15th Century meadows, and some rare plant and animal species. The re-

sults of the survey are also being used to implement a management plan, to 

reduce the cost of maintenance and to grow links with members of the village. 

This model could be rolled out to engage other Churches. 

 

God’s Acre 

Mark Duffell and friends 
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The Church is Grade II* listed and the largest in the Benefice.  There are many notable features; the medieval nave roof, 

the late medieval cross capped by a 17th century cubic sundial, as well as interesting windows and a magnificent or-

gan.  The south Chapel, dated 1290, is named after the adjacent Loton Park, the home of the Leighton family since 

1649.  In 1441 the Parish Church came under the ownership of All Souls College, Oxford, who still to this day retain respon-

sibility for the Chancel.  A generous bequest, as well as grant funding, has enabled the PCC to obtain planning permission to 

build a porch, install toilet facilities and create level access to the Church.   It is hoped to update the lighting and heating in 

the future. 

At present we are fortunate to have three services a month in addition to the Act of Remembrance at the War Memorial.  For 

many years Sir Michael Leighton has given permission for an outdoor Communion Service at the highest point of the Deer 

Park on the evening of Ascension Day; this has become a popular time of worship in a beautiful and very fitting location. The 

Church easily seats 150 and regularly hosts large baptisms, weddings and funerals, together with concerts and drama per-

formances.  Members of the recently closed local Welsh Presbyterian Chapel have been welcomed and we look forward to 

their future involvement.  A number of those attending the Hagley and District Light Car Club meetings also join us when 

their Hill Climbs held in the Park coincide with a Service. 

 

St Michael and All Angels’ Church, Alberbury 
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The parish covers some 11.10 square miles with an approximate population of 1100.  Community and Church have many 

crossover points with involvement in celebrations such as the signing of the Magna Carta and World War I.  Together we 

have enjoyed Burns Night, St David’s Day and Chinese New Year celebrations.  Sir Michael Leighton and his family are very 

active in the Church but also welcome the community to many interesting and enjoyable events such as Upstairs Down-

stairs and Deck the Hall. 

 

We have gained much from enhanced links with the Deanery and Hereford and very much look forward to working with the 

new incumbent in the future. 

  

 

St Michael and All Angels’  Alberbury cont. 
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Cardeston is a small hamlet located near the A458,approximately 11 miles west of Shrewsbury. It is a dispersed settlement 

of farms and cottages . The origins of St Michael’s at Cardeston are unknown as there is no mention of the church in the 

Doomsday Book of 1086;however, a 12th century window survives in the south wall of the chancel. The first recorded rector 

was instituted in 1276. The current church was mainly rebuilt in 1749 and remodelled in1844.There is a gallery which is sup-

ported by a beam bearing the date 1678 which suggest it was taken from the former church and used in the rebuilding of 

1749.  The building was drastically remodelled in 1844 and the tower was added.  

In recent years, damage caused by Storm Doris has identified other issues which are currently being rectified following a 

‘Faulty Tower’ appeal.  There is a supportive core congregation bolstered by rural dwellers and farmers who attend church 

from time to time and are very supportive at seasonal services and events.  

The PCC have a forward- thinking approach with a relaxed style.  As mentioned earlier Cardeston has been rebuilt three 

times in its history, but there is still demand for a Church within the Community.  The PCC is challenged with the task of con-

sidering ways in which the Church can be used and embedded within the community in the future 

 

 

Church of St Michael, Cardeston 
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Cardeston with Wattlesborough PCC serves a mixed congregation, with a combined electoral roll of 25.  Some of the congre-

gation worship in both churches, with a monthly service at Cardeston as well as the occasional fifth Sunday service on rota-

tion. Cardeston is also proud to be the only church in the Deanery still holding a Plough Sunday service. 

Seasonal services are held at Wattlesborough : Easter Hot Cross Bun Service and the December Crib Service which see an 

increased number of primary school children attending. Sir Michael Leighton is Patron of Cardeston Church and provides sup-

port to fundraising events including a Spring Walk and Snowdrop Walk through Loton Park.  Many other fund-raising events 

are organised which are popular with the congregation, the local community and further afield. These events strengthen the 

ties with the local community and also help with our Mission. 

 

 

Cardeston Church & Community 
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Wattlesborough is the daughter church of Cardeston and is 
found on the main A458 road between Shrewsbury and 
Welshpool.  It is a small mission church built and licensed 
for worship in 1932.  It was designed as a chapel-of-ease 
for Cardeston Parish 3 miles away, and the land was donat-
ed by Sir Richard Leighton, Bart, of Loton Park, Alberbury.  
Its foundation stone was laid by Lady Leighton in December 
1931. 
 
Its location is an issue: there is no car park, only a wide 
grass verge directly outside the church.  With a busy 
A458,the safest place to park is in the nearby access road 
to the Methodist church and walk along the footpath and 
then cross the road to the church. 
  
Wattlesborough is a village on the A458 near the Welsh 
border.  It has several types of housing; a large well used 
modern village hall; garage ; fish and chip/takeaway café 
and village shop with Post Office.  There is a pre-school and 
mother and toddler group.  It has a community spirit and 
holds a popular annual village show. 

 

Church of St Margaret , Wattlesborough 
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Great Wollaston Parish is on the west side of the Benefice and in England, but is joined with the main Church, All Saints 
Middletown, which is in Wales and has a graveyard. 

The church is set in the hamlet of Great Wollaston and is a popular and peaceful place to worship. It was once a Chapel 
of Ease to St. Michael and All Saints, Alberbury until in 1871 when All Saints Middletown was built and Great Wollaston 
Parish was formed. More recently, it has been in Westbury group of Parishes until it successfully joined Ford Group of 
Parishes ten years ago. There are regular Services, and the timing of these has changed over time to suit the workload 
of the Incumbent. 

 
 

 

St John the Baptist Church, Great Wollaston 
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The members of St. John the Baptist join with Middletown members to host Three Cheers, the Harvest Supper and an Ad-

vent Lunch. At Wollaston there is a successful annual farm walk with ‘Pause for Thought’ stations. 

 

The Parish funds are raised in various ways. A successful new approach has been a live band in a village hall, which has at-

tracted a new group of people. 

 

There is a small hardworking PCC, which has started working with the other PCC in the group of parishes, and this seems to 

be a positive step forward. 

 

There is a feeling in the Parish that there needs to be changes, and a willingness to achieve these changes.  

 

St John the Baptist Church cont. 
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The village of Middletown on the Welsh Border sits under the shadow of the Breidden Hills and has been an important gate-

way to Wales for many centuries. The church sits astride the A458 road from Welshpool to Shrewsbury. Middletown, formerly 

known as Treberveth, is noted in historical documents dating back to the 13th century 

Middletown parish church was built in 1871 and the building comprises a buttressed double rectangle, with knave, chancel, 

south west vestry porch and western bell turret. The fabric is a whitish, granular stone with red sandstone dressings to a 

tiled roof. The Church has a simple, peaceful beauty and stands in an elevated position overlooking the village. 

The extensive graveyard surrounding All Saints Church has approximately 425 graves, with space for a further 150 in an ex-

tended area. An impressive yew tree provides a central feature, surrounded by beautiful meadow flowers. The churchyard is 

well maintained.  A war memorial stands proudly roadside towards the bottom of the churchyard. It commemorates those 

from the parish who fell in World War One, and their memory is observed at the Remembrance Sunday service in November.  

 

 

 

All Saints Church , Middletown , Powys 
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Fundraising events within the Parish include; visiting choirs, live bands such as ‘Upfront’ and a “60’s’ tribute band with over 

120 in attendance; the Inter-Parish Quiz and ‘Open Farm Sunday’ (popular with young families) The Parish Share is paid in 

full. 

 

Statistics 

There are 33 on the Electoral Roll and average attendance in 2019 was 12. During the same year there were 0 weddings, 5 

Baptisms, 1 funeral & 1 burial of ashes. The annual Crib Service on Christmas Eve is particularly popular, averaging 60 at-

tendees over the last 10 years. A monthly Communion service is held on the first Sunday of the month, and on a fifth Sun-

day. The Harvest Festival, combined with a supper, is also particularly popular. 

 

 

All Saints Church cont. 
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Trinity CE VC School is a friendly village school with 152 pupils on roll (June 2020) in 5 mixed-age classes. The school serves 
the community of Ford and a number of surrounding villages. Most children transfer from the school to Mary Webb Secondary 
School in Pontesbury at the end of Year 6. 
  
The school is rated ‘good’ by Ofsted and has been rated as ‘outstanding’ by SIAMS in its last two inspections. The school has 
three foundation governors (including the incumbent) who play an active role in the life of the school. 
  
The most recent SIAMS inspection in July 2017 noted that “A passionate commitment to a school based on Christian values is 
shared by all leaders, staff and governors. This sense of unity is powerful and drives the school forward towards the achieve-
ment of its objectives.” 
  
The school has developed strong and vibrant links with the local church. All children visit church regularly for major festivals, 
the Y6 Eucharist Service and to support the RE scheme of work. The church is a regular presence in school through the week-
ly ‘Open the Book’ worship team. One child explained, “Open the Book is an excellent thing we do every Wednesday. It in-
volves pupils and members from the church reenacting stories from the Bible. We rehearse the play before assembly and 
perform it during assembly to the pupils and teachers to much applause. We often use amazing props to make it more realis-
tic and bring it to life for the younger children.” 
  
  

 

Trinity School , Ford 
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The school also participates in local church events and services, making contributions to Christingle Services, Remembrance 
Events , Flower Festivals and Experience Easter. Children are invited frequently to participate in worship within the benefice 
and in larger services held at the church as part of the community. 
 
 The school has built a real partnership with the church and has provided an opportunity for the school and wider community 
to share in its spiritual life. The school hosts regular Benefice wide Messy Church services that are well received. As one pupil 
explained, “It gives you a chance to get messy and have fun. It’s a fun and enjoyable experience for all age groups. It’s an 
opportunity for the local community to come together.” 
  
The Christian character and values of the school have a significant impact on the spiritual, moral, social and cultural develop-
ment of all learners. The school is keen to nurture the individual gifts and talents of children through a wide range of experi-
ences and opportunities. 
  
Trinity CE Primary School looks forward to working with the new incumbent and to continuing to build a fruitful partnership 
between church and school. For more information about the school, please visit the website at www.trinity.shropshire.sch.uk 

 

Trinity School cont. 

http://www.trinity.shropshire.sch.uk/
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Brynhafren County Primary is a small rural primary school on the Powys/Shropshire border in the Parish of Alberbury. It is a 

mixed school of Non-Denominational religion. 

There are currently 44 pupils on roll between the ages of 4 and 11,all attending full-time.  There are three classes, a full-time 

teacher, 2 part-time teachers and a new Head Teacher.  In addition, visiting teachers provide tuition in piano, drums and 

even ukulele! 

Links with the local community form a predominant part of the school, enjoying local farming information, guest speakers, 

visitors and of course, The Church Ladies who share their prayers and stories with the children and teachers every Wednes-

day in collective worship.  The school shares special days and ceremonies with Alberbury Church, whether visiting for Christ-

mas Service and carols or the making of Christingles at school. 

“I love listening to the stories about God.  They are like bedtime stories, awesome and you never forget them!”  Lola 

“I like reading with the Church Ladies because they ask me really good questions about my book!”  Ruby 

“I really like when the Church Ladies come in because I love the silence we do, when we have to travel up our bodies.  It’s so 

calming and peaceful to hear the sounds around us.”  Maia 

 

Brynhafren School, Crew Green, Powys 
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Buttington Trewern County Primary School is situated between the villages of Buttington and Trewern just outside of Welsh-

pool. We are a school of approximately 150 pupils with seven classes. Our school motto is “Living and Learning”/“Darganfod a 

Dysgu”. As an essential part of this we value our links with the local community and, although we are not a Church in Wales/ 

England School we maintain links with all our local Churches and Chapels. Over the years our close links with the Rector and 

church members at All Saints Middletown have taken many forms.  Each term we welcome the Rector and a group of parish-

ioners to present ‘Open Book’ assemblies to the whole school. Our older pupils have enjoyed this opportunity for impromptu 

drama as they help to deliver a retelling of a Bible story. These assemblies have become an important part of our annual cy-

cle of assemblies.  

Our pupils have loved the opportunity to take part in ‘Experience Easter’ workshops where they receive an invitation to visit 

one of the Ford groups of churches at Alberbury to work with the Rector and parishioner on crafts and activities related to the 

Easter story.  

Each autumn we host our own Harvest Festival in our School hall. This is an important event in our school year and we have 

been very grateful to the Rector of Middletown who has rotated with other local clergy in leading this celebration for us. All 

Saints Middletown retains close links with our families, often delivering invitations and notices to be handed to our pupils. We 

appreciate all the work of All Saints Middletown and look forward to continuing our working partnership. 

 
Buttington Trewern County Primary School, 
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The idea for Three Cheers was generated in 2014 following on from a Diocese led conference focussing on Loneliness in the 

Community. 

Jane Weston and Rev Maxine discovered one of those wonderful “Godincidences” that both had a genuine interest in helping 

the lonely and elderly in the area and wondered what could be done to support them. They developed the idea of Three 

Cheers: coffee, cake and company, led by volunteers. A completely free event within the community. 

The first event took place in Alberbury and has a regular attendance of 30 plus, but for big dates can be over 40. A year lat-

er Three Cheers branched out to Middletown, run by a completely different set of volunteers.  Ford started in February 2016 

and is building to be a village success. Each month there are now three separate events that people can attend and we host 

over 60 individuals. 

 As well as the enjoyment and friendship of meeting up, Three Cheers allows us to engage with people who would not neces-

sarily come to Church, and hopefully show them God’s love and kindness, while building the foundations of a future Pastoral 

Care ministry as and when it is required in the community. 

Coffee ,Cake & Company 

Three Cheers  



Ford Group of Parishes September 2020 

 

 

One and All is a monthly magazine, distributed to 300 homes, and shared 

by many with family and friends. It’s a very popular magazine and gener-

ates annual subscription revenue that funds our weekly service sheets.  

It is also made available in several local facilities. The magazine contains a 

programme of services for each church and a regular “ from ” article which 

is a page written by Rev. Maxine, Sue Gaulton (Reader) or LMDG member 

in rotation.   

 

Articles from the Diocese and Deanery on news and mission are included 

each month. Regular reports from local clubs including Young Farmers, W I, 

Weeds United, The Cricket Club, and Three Cheers are featured.   

 

Activities running in the 4 village halls, and West View are promoted. There 

is a monthly page for local information including farmers markets held in 

Shrewsbury, Oswestry and Welshpool, as well as mobile library times, road 

closures and other useful information.   

 

One & All Magazine 
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Letter from our Rural Dean 

Thank you for your interest in the post of incumbent of the Ford group of Parishes. Pontesbury Deanery is the most northerly of the Hereford 

Diocese, and has been a Group Ministry since 1973. The present incumbents see this as hugely important to the development and growth of all 

our churches, and our current Mission Action Plan commits us to working together creatively to realise a vision of the deanery as a unit of mis-

sion. 

In a group ministry “the incumbent of each benefice in the group has authority to minister throughout the group, and to perform those offices 

and services which may be performed by an incumbent in all the benefices . . . and it is the duty of all the incumbents to assist each other so as 

to make the best possible provision for the cure of souls throughout the area of the group ministry.” With this in mind, while each of us will have 

our own parish base,  we will also aim as benefice clergy to bring to the table interests, experience and skills we can offer to benefit the Dean-

ery as a whole. 

Ours are border communities:  four of our churches - including Middletown in the Ford group - lie within Wales, while other parishes, including 

Alberbury, serve communities on both sides of the border.  Most of the Deanery looks towards Shrewsbury, but to the south people may travel 

to Welshpool for shops, high school and other facilities. The Mary Webb High School in Pontesbury takes children from most of our primary 

schools, including Trinity School in Ford, and we see it as a priority to develop our work with children, young people and families, in and beyond 

our schools. Here we are led and encouraged by our Intergenerational Missioner, Mark Hackney, who has  many years’ experience of working 

with young people, and has been licensed within the last year to work across the Deanery.   

This post is the second of the two vacancies the Deanery has been looking to fill this year, while of the three incumbents already in place at the 

start of this process, two have been in post for less than two years. We feel therefore we are at the beginning of a new phase of development, 

and are excited by the prospect of having a full complement of beneficed clergy for the first time in a while, and being able to build a collabora-

tive team to serve our Deanery. Our Deanery is not without its challenges in mission and ministry, but we find it a good place to be, and we re-

ceive excellent support from PTO and SSM clergy, readers and lay teams; there are many opportunities here for growth. We don’t yet have all 

the answers, but we do feel we’re moving in the right direction! It will be good to complete the Deanery “team”, as together we re-imagine and 

reformulate the ministry to which God is calling us. 

 

Revd Bill Rowell, Rector of the Chirbury Hills Group and Rural Dean. 
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Deanery Map 
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Intergenerational Missioner Mark Hackney writes 

“ As Deanery Intergenerational Missioner I am funded by the Diocese to work 80% in the Deanery and 20% in the Diocese. We 

are following the Diocesan strategy of Connect, Engage, Commit and Grow in our mission work. My aim is to work across the 

Deanery with all ages, particularly with young families. This involves enabling and building confidence in volunteer teams, and 

developing work in our 10 Primary and 1 High schools, mentoring, lunchtime club, toddler groups, Messy Church, Who Let the 

Dads Out and Café Church as well as developing new initiatives and running enquirer and discipleship courses. We have already 

run the Life on the Frontline and Alpha courses. We have created a Pontesbury Deanery Face Book page and posted Messy 

Church sessions, reflections along with other helpful posts during lockdown.  We are also staying connected to our schools by 

recording Assemblies and using the 4 Open the Book teams to record sessions for them until we can get back into them. 

We have started a weekly online Deanery Bible study and planning to run the LICC Fruitfulness on the Frontline Discipleship 

course in September. This will lead into other courses such as the Bible Society’s Bible course, Talking Jesus and Explore Jesus. 

We will then be running another Deanery Alpha course in the New Year.  We are also waiting to get back into schools to run 3 

Isingpop projects across 6 of the Primary schools. 

As Missioner I meet regularly with Chapter, attend Deanery Synod meetings and my role is seen by the clergy as integral to our future growth as 

a Deanery. 

My 20% work for the Diocese enables me to be part of the Intergenerational Mission Learning Community as well as being part of the three Yr6 

Transition days one of which we now host in the Pontesbury Deanery.  I am also heading up the Diocesan School CPAS venture camp team with 

my wife Lizzie.” 
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Notes: 

1.The figures refer to restricted and unrestricted 

funds. 

2.Each of the four parishes contribute £90 per 

month (£1080 per annum) to the Ford Benefice 

Group account to cover all Clergy and for Bene-

fice expenses. Net assets at 31/12/19 show a 

positive balance of £610. 

3.The Finance records for the One and All church 

magazine which is produced monthly and distrib-

uted through out the benefice at 31/12/19 show 

a positive balance of £1943. 

4.Alberbury includes grant for new building 

works. 

5.Gt. Wollaston and Middletown. This is the first 

time in four years that the parish has made a 

loss. This is mainly due to the increase in the 

Parish Offer, which shows an increase of 23.4% 

over these four years. 

6.Cardeston and Wattlesborough includes insur-

ance money for Tower damage repairs. 

7. A number of the Churches have reserve funds 

which are not shown here. They are a result of 

legacies etc. and are helping us to manage 

through the current situation with COVID 19. 

 

 

Alberbury Ford Gt. Wollas-

ton & Mid-

dletown 

Cardeston &  

Wattlesborough 

Income £     

Planned Giving 4685   3645   2220 2980 

Gift Aid recovered           0   1683   1136 0 

All Other Giving  16711   3823   3331 1776 

Fund Raising (net)   2989     430   3416 3421 

Investments   2367     864    338 102 

PCC fees & Activities   1615   3353    807 1466 

Other          3   2975  1639 8289 

Total £ 28370 16773 12887 18034 

     

Expenditure £     

Parish Offer 23314 10500 8000 4000 

Church Activities 2578 167 1080 1080 

Church running costs 6088 5165 3032 2639 

Capital Expenditure 8797 3479 886 2446 

Other 1063 0 1535 605 

Total £ 41840 19311 14533 10770 

     

Surplus or Loss £ -13470 -2538 -1646 +7264 

 

 

Finance ( to year end 31/12/19) 
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Alberbury Ford Gt. Wollaston & 

Middletown 

Cardeston &  

Wattlesborough 

 

973 1004 631 358 Population 2018 

428 405 280 138 Households 2011 

3 0 0 2 Weddings 2019 

3 3 2 1 Funerals/ Ashes /

Memorial 2019 

Baptism 2019 1 4 6 3 

 

Statistics 
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First Sunday 9.30 am 

11.00am 

Middletown 

Alberbury 

Parish Communion 

Community Worship  

 

Second Sunday 

 

 

 

8.15am 

9.30am 

11.00am 

Alberbury 

Ford 

Cardeston  

Holy Communion (BCP) 

Morning Prayer 

Parish Communion  

Third Sunday 9.30am 

11.00am 

Alberbury 

Ford 

Parish Communion 

Family Service or 

Fourth Sunday 9.30am 

11.00am 

Ford 

Great Wollaston  

Parish Communion 

Parish Communion  

Fifth Sunday 10.30am Group Service or Two Ser-

vices 

(at churches across the 

benefice)  

Parish Communion  

Wednesday Morning 7.30am Ford Parish Communion 

 

Service Overview  
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 A warm welcome and support from our church team. Each Church has a full PCC and CWs in place. We also have a lay 

reader and a SSM. 

 

 A shared commitment to growing our ministry. 

 

 An LMDG group who are productive and proactive across the parishes in many elements of mission.  

 

 An effective and forward thinking Pontesbury Deanery team including an Intergenerational Missioner. 

 

 A team who has completed their training and with a safeguarding team in place. 

 

 A website near completion , social media and an award winning parish magazine. 

 

We will be ready to work with you by offering ... 
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 Will be a compassionate and supportive spiritual leader who encourages and develops our Christian faith and gifts. 

 

 Communicates the gospel to all ages  by working with a variety of forms of worship, including on line platforms 

 

 Plays an active role as part of the Pontesbury Deanery Group Ministry by being team minded, collaborative and flexible 

individual. 

 

 Values where we are as a team and helps us to grow and evolve our worship and ministry initiatives.  

 

 Will be a part of our community life and able to engage with the parishioners, by sharing the gospel story in word and 

action 

 

 

 

 

 

We seek a Rector who... 
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 Our people, our fellowship and uniqueness of our Parishes. 

 Mission Initiatives especially those within our schools. 

 Service pattern and variety of services 

 Ethos and cohesive team work 

 Parish magazine One & All 

 Three Cheers Coffee events 

 A variety of fund raising/ fellowship events that engage the wider com-

munity 

 LMDG 

 PCC meetings are currently held separately for each parish . 

 More work is required to improve our parish giving. 

 The Benefice team work across 4 parishes and this can lead to geographic issues at 

times. 

 A lack of toilet facilities and disabled access in some churches.  

 Lack of a sound system in some churches can be a problem for those with hearing 

issues. PA systems are often hired for funerals etc. 

 Currently we don’t have a pastoral visiting team but are well placed to set one up. 

 We do need to be able to capitalise on the help available to include the younger 

generation more in our worship.  

 

Strengths 

 

Weaknesses 
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 Growing our ministry through and post pandemic. 

 

 Increasing our parish giving. 

 

 Growing our congregation. 

 

 Using other media to help us keep in touch in a changing world. 

 

 

Challenges 

 Build on contact with Baptism families. 

 

 Evolve Three Cheers to facilitate development of a Pastoral team. 

 

 New facilities in Alberbury Church will enable further in church events etc. 

 

 Build on Messy Church, Open the Book and school work. 

 

 Work with the Deanery team, especially the Intergenerational Missioner. 

 

 

Opportunities 
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Statement of Needs 

 

 

We would welcome a Rector who will: 

 

Worship 

 

 Have a sound spiritual base, with a sympathetic and realistic view of Christianity’s place in the community and the 
world. 

 

 Maintain the church as a place of prayer and meditation, peace and stability. 

 

 Be able to share the faith and build on life events in ways that relate to where people are on their faith journey. 

 

 Be an enabler who is flexible in both their approach to different groups and also in their approach to the delivery of  

 liturgy and churchmanship. 

 

 A good communicator, ready to inspire others across all ages, take a leading role but be able to delegate. 

 

 Safeguard our traditions in worship while being adaptable and open to new ideas. 

 

 To work creatively with existing ministers, both male and female. 
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Statement of Needs cont. 

Mission  

 

 Be enthusiastic to enable those within the Group’s shared ministry to grow in ability and confidence and as leaders. 

 

 Have a vision for growth and an ability to introduce new ways to encourage the further involvement of our schools, 
young people and families in the parishes. 

 

 Be able to discern priorities across our parishes and work effectively with the Deanery team. 

 

 Have affection for the countryside and rural life and is able to respond to the new pastoral needs and opportunities that 
emerge as communities grow and develop. 

 

 Be able to develop the use of technology as a tool in worship and in other aspects of parish life. 

 

 Be a visible and approachable presence in our rural community and help to develop the church’s contribution to the  

 community. 
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Thank you for taking an interest in our role as Rector of the Ford Group of Parishes . We appreciate your time and hope that 

you will take your application forward. If that’s the case, we look forward to meeting you! 

 

Finally… 


