
Job description and Person specification 

House-for-Duty Associate Priest for the Fountains Benefice 
 
Details of the post 
Title: House-for-Duty Associate Priest for the Fountains Benefice 
Benefice: Fountains 
Archdeaconry: Richmond and Craven 
Deanery: Ripon 
Oversight: Priest in Charge 
 
Time commitment: Two days per week plus Sundays 
 
Four parishes with seven churches 
Three PCCs, plus a Church Council for the Anglican-Methodist LEP in Grewelthorpe 
Two licensed readers 
Three church primary schools in the benefice 
A part-time benefice administrator 
A combined population of approximately 3,000 
Close to the thriving city of Ripon and town of Harrogate and with good transport links to York, Leeds 
and the A1 motorway 
 
Role purpose 

In collaboration with the Priest in Charge and the lay leadership, 
and the Methodist minister in Grewelthorpe: 

To be a visible presence in the communities 
To provide pastoral care 
To lead worship and provide spiritual support in discipleship 
To play a part in the churches’ links with the schools, according to gifts and time available 
To move forward the Diocesan strategy in the context of these parishes 
 
Desired skills 
An ability to lead different styles of worship 
An ability to enthuse people with God through his word in preaching and study 
An ability to encourage others in discipleship and ministry 
Pastoral sensitivity 
Full driving licence with access to a car (expenses will be paid in full) 
Good computer and IT skills: we have expanded what we do online during the coronavirus pandemic 
and it will be a continuing part of our life together 
We will be very open to the particular skills and strengths which you will bring to the benefice 
 
Key challenges & opportunities 
To strengthen pastoral care in each community 
To reach out to a broader age range than is currently involved in the core of the churches 
To make the most of the fluidity in church life caused by the coronavirus pandemic 
To encourage lay members of the churches in discipleship and use of their gifts 
 
Personal attributes 
A prayerful priest with a living faith 
A joyful reliance on God’s grace 
Compassionate 
Approachable 
Able to honour the past but to sit lightly to ‘how things have always been’ 


