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CHAPLAIN OF ST. MARK’S GRENOBLE (HOUSE FOR DUTY) 

  

Statement from the Diocesan Bishop 

 

The Diocese in Europe is the 42nd Diocese of the Church of England. We are by far the biggest in 

terms of land area, as we range across over 40 countries in a territory approximately matching that 

covered by the Council of Europe. Our diocesan strategy emphasises our commitment to building 

up congregational life, our part in the re-evangelisation of the continent; our commitment to 

reconciliation at every level; and our particular role in serving the poor, the marginalised and the 

migrant. In the wake of the Brexit vote, Anglican commitment to sister churches in continental 

Europe appears even more important, and the Diocese in Europe currently attracts an 

unprecedented level of interest within the Church of England.  

 

The transition from Anglophone to Francophone culture should not be underestimated, and this 

post needs someone who can be sure that they (and their spouse/family) will thrive in France. The 

chaplain will be someone who, whilst away from home him/herself, can minister effectively to 

others who are coping with life away from their maternal homes.  

 

The financial regime we operate is different from other Church of England dioceses. Our clergy 

are normally employed and paid locally, and this creates a different dynamic between the local 

clergy and the parish, which needs more local management. Moreover, our diocesan infrastructure 

is relatively light, and our clergy need appropriate resilience and resourcefulness.  

 

The Archdeaconry of France is (depending on how you count the numbers) our largest 

archdeaconry. The diocese operates an informal ‘lead bishop’ scheme, and the diocesan bishop is 

lead bishop for the Archdeaconry of France. The Archdeacon, Meurig Williams, works from the 

bishop’s office in Brussels as well as having a home in Limousin. The Area Dean, Giles Williams, 

lives in Cannes. Clergy gatherings (such as the annual archdeaconry synod) are much valued times 

of fellowship and mutual support.   

 

As bishop I am looking to appoint someone with a strong and orthodox faith who can pastor the 

chaplaincy wisely, represent it with confidence ecumenically and reach out with imagination and 

sensitivity to those beyond the margins of the church community. I would love to see this 

chaplaincy grow and fulfil its potential.  

 

Serving and leading a chaplaincy in the Diocese in Europe is a demanding ministry, and the person 

appointed needs to be able to harness peoples’ gifts and unite the community behind a common 

vision. For the right person this will be a rewarding post with real opportunity to make a difference 

to people’s lives.  

 

 

+Robert Gibraltar in Europe 

     

The Bishop in Europe: 

The Right Reverend Dr. Robert Innes  

 


