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Welcome
Thank you for looking at ministry possibilities at St. Alkmund’s Church, Derby. We are an

evangelical, charismatic and prayerful worshipping community and are so thankful for the people

and resources God has blessed us with.

We long to bring hope to peoples’ lives by using our gifts and ministries to impact the broader

community at all stages of life. We want to be available and willing to help meet the spiritual,

physical and emotional needs of our parish and city.

We place emphasis on worship, community groups and connections outside of church, and are

excited about strengthening links with our neighbouring parishes.

We have strong culture of serving volunteers and lay led ministry working alongside staff and

clergy teams, and over the years, many of our congregation have been sent from St. Alkmund’s to

ordained and lay ministry across the diocese and beyond.

We have had a number of different seasons in recent times – of prophetic vision, of decline, of

growth, of bereavement and grief, of a great sense of community, and are currently being blessed

with an abundance of new young families joining the church.

COVID-19 has brought many changes – we have paused some of our ministries, while others have

moved online. Our large and flexible building has hosted a foodbank warehouse for the city, and

we are now starting to explore how we can use it to bless our church family and community as a

place to meet each other and meet with God.

Nichole Stieger &
Jon Seddon

Parish 
Representatives



Our Parish

St Alkmund’s Church is within the benefice of St.

Alkmund and St. Werburgh; formed in 1984 by the

union of the oldest parishes of St. Alkmund

(founded 820) and St. Werburgh (founded 800).

St Werburgh’s congregation joined that of St.

Alkmund’s upon the closure of the St Werburgh’s

building. This reopened for worship in 2017 and is

now home to a Holy Trinity Brompton church

plant (Bishop’s Missional Order).

Our building is situated on Kedleston Road, a

busy route into the city. The parish is a largely

residential area with a mix of Victorian/Edwardian

terraced and semi-detached, mainly owner-

occupied housing as well as newer social housing

and rentals.

Our 
Parish

St Alkmunds



The congregation is both local (17% within 2 

miles) and gathered (from as far as 15 miles).

The parish extends into part of the city

centre, includes the Kedleston Road campus

of Derby University to the north-west and, to

the south-east, the Handyside area by the

river Derwent with mostly social housing.

The parish has a population of 5900 and its deprivation index is high 

(Index of Multiple Deprivation 21.1%) but this masks a mixed picture. 

The parish contains several nursing and residential homes, sheltered 

warden-aided homes and a few small businesses  

We have strong links with Markeaton Primary School and the 

University Chaplaincy in the parish, as well as Allestree Woodlands 

Secondary School and Whitecross Nursery School. Both of these 

schools are located just outside the parish.



Our Buildings
The church building was consecrated in 1972 and

replaced a Victorian church which was demolished

in 1967 to make way for the inner ring road. It sits

within the Strutts Park conservation area. It is not

listed and has no graveyard.

The Dalle De Vere windows are of architectural

interest and currently subject to a faculty

application for their repair.

Repairs are also needed for the main roof area and

car park.

The large main worship area was re-ordered in 2002,

which included removing the pews and replacing

them with chairs. The area lends itself well to different

layouts which facilitates a wide variety of social and

community events.

The vicarage is located a short walk away on Duffield

Road and is within the parish.



The ground floor of the church includes St

Aidan’s chapel, a hall, smaller meeting

rooms, office space, storage, toilets and a

kitchen. Upstairs there are further meeting

rooms, storage for resources and office

space. We hire rooms within the building to

some local groups such as Weight

Watchers and Emmanuel Christian School

located across the road (not in the parish.)



Our Story and a New Direction
We are a medium sized church, with typical Sunday 
morning congregation of  150 (and similar numbers on 
the Electoral Roll), and a commitment to Community 
Groups as places of community, discipleship and 
pastoral care.

Within our parish we have a busy schedule that 
ministers to different groups in our community, with 
250-300 mostly non-churched people coming through 
our doors each week.  A typical week is described later 
in this document.

After an extended period of crisis and recovery St 
Alkmund’s advertised for a new Vicar at the end of 2018.  
Our much-loved Associate Minister applied for and was 
appointed to the role.  A dialogue began with the 
Diocese and Deanery about a new closer relationship 
between Anglican churches in our part of the city (hub & 
spoke / Minster model).

However, before Ian was able to be licensed, he received 
a cancer diagnosis, underwent several months of 
treatment, but died in December 2019.  This has been a 
terribly painful time for us.

We are continuing to work out the emerging vision 
under the leadership of the Diocese. As a first concrete 
step, Rev James Durrant has been appointed as Priest 
in Charge at St Paul’s, Chester Green (a neighbouring 
parish)  and Associate Minister at St Alkmund’s, sharing 
his time between these 2 parishes.

St Alkmund’s and the Diocese are looking for someone 
who is enthusiastic about the potential for this vision in 
our city and is excited to develop this further.



Our City and Region

The city of Derby has a population of just over 250,000 and has a rich

history, especially for its role in the Industrial Revolution. It is home to

world-class engineering companies including Bombardier, Rolls Royce

and Toyota.

Derby is the UK’s most central city and has been rated highly as a

location to live, work and to set up business. The city has excellent road

and rail links, a good range of leisure facilities, beautiful parks and a

mix of independent and national chain shops.

This part of the Midlands claims to be the centre of the Real Ale world, and

Derby’s Folk Music and Book Festivals are increasingly renowned. Our

dynamic, mixed ethnic population (over 25% of the population is Black and

Minority Ethnic) is reflected in the range of shops and restaurants.

The Peak District National Park and Derbyshire Dales are on our doorstep.

Several National Trust properties and the magnificent Chatsworth House

are a short drive away.

You can see a few highlights from our area on the next page.





Our Clergy and Staff
The team comprises both full and part-time staff members and the clergy.

Interim Associate Minister
Susie Curtis
Licensed until the 
appointment of a new Vicar

Curate
Paul Desborough
Final year of curacy

Pioneer Lay 
Pastor
Ben Martin

Children & 
families 
Sharon Shipley 

Associate Minister
James Durrant
Also licensed as Vicar at St 
Paul’s Chester Green Office 

Administrators
Pat Mountford
Anita Jones

Caretaker
Andy Jones

Cleaner
Jason Luckett 



Our Leadership Structure
The PCC (see photo below) operates under the authority of the Bishop of Derby, Archdeacon of Derby, and Derby 
City’s Area Dean. It currently meets monthly, alternating between business and prayer meetings and takes 
approximately two away-days each year for big-picture strategic thinking, prayer and worship. We have three 
members on Deanery Synod and leads within the Group for Fabric and a Treasurer.

The leadership team is comprised of the churchwardens and clergy and it reports into the PCC business meetings. 



Our Finances
The church budget is split as described in the charts below. The income and expenditure is in balance and our Parish 
Share is paid in full. A large majority of the income from the congregation is given by standing order. In 2019 we had a 
gift day to raise money for a new ramp - with gift aid, the monies raised totalled £64,572 allowing the church to fit a new 
ramp and replace some worn wooden window frames. The total annual expenditure in 2019 was approximately £303,000. 
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Our Leading & Preaching Team

Services are led, and preaching is provided by, clergy, ordinands, lay readers (currently 
three), and other lay members of the congregation. We welcome guest speakers also.

Our Community Groups
We have approximately 10 community groups which meet weekly in locations 
throughout the city. We have a heart to increase the number of groups, including 
daytime groups. The vision for the groups is to support and encourage each other in 
our Christian journey whilst retaining an outward focus. 

Our Weekly Activities
Our activities and ministries are best described by looking at a typical week in the life 
of the church (see next page). We also organise and host occasional events such as 
children’s holiday clubs, quiz nights and other social events open to the community. 
We run courses from time to time for members of our congregation. We ran an Alpha 
Course with both daytime and evening groups in 2019 with a view to repeating Alpha 
again soon. We have tried to use innovative ways to invite people to our Crib and 
Carol services, for example, by distributing knitted angels or painted stones around 
the parish with an invitation attached. These proved very popular.



M T W
Chaplaincy at Markeaton
School

Meeting Place—
international students 
ministry with 50-100 
attending

LINKS Group (UK and 
overseas mission 
support)

SOZO Prayer

Open The Book at 
Markeaton School

Open The Book Lunch 
Club at Markeaton
School

Friendship Group—over 
60s ministry with coffee, 
lunch, activity and 
worship service; 50—60 
members

Little Nippers (around 50 
carers, babies and 
toddlers)

Chaplaincy at University 
of Derby

Youth Group

Our Week



Before S2S

After S2S

Th F Sa
Sew and Sew (community 
craft group—25 members)

Treasure Seekers (after 
school group in 
Handyside—15 children)

Storehouse (community 
for the marginalised—
around 60 attend weekly)

Worship Place, a bi-
monthly Junior Music 
Group, termly new songs 
evening

Shoulder 2 Shoulder (S2S) 
- practical support/DIY 
for vulnerable people 
referred by local services

Messy Church (jointly with 
the local Catholic church)

Su
Occasional evening 
meetings, including 
Prayer Evenings, Worship 
Evenings, Creative Quiet 
Evenings

Our Week



Our Services
Our Sunday morning services take place at 10am.  They are lively and 
informal services, seeking the presence of the Holy Spirit in our sung 
worship, our preaching and in our prayer ministry.  We share Holy 
Communion twice a month and on the 4th Sunday is our Fluid Church 
service which begins at 8.30am with a formal short Said Service, followed by 
breakfast, leading into an all age service at 10am.

The congregation numbers around 150 (roughly 20% under 16s). Children 
and Youth have their own groups from 10-11am and then join the main 
service.

A number of church members do not worship at St. Alkmund’s every 
Sunday, as per the national trend, and as a result the very large worship 
area can feel somewhat empty on some Sundays.

The electoral roll stands at 148

Occasional Offices: On average we have 4 baptism services, 5 funerals 
and 2 weddings per year.  



Our Response to COVID-19

In March 2020, Justin Welby encouraged the Church “to listen to the 
voice of God’s caring love for us and His encouragement to turn 
ourselves towards others, and how we can care for those around us in 
person or virtually.”

In common with many Churches, we stopped meeting in the church 
building on 20th March 2020 and had our first live streamed “Alks Live -
From Our Homes to Yours” service from 22nd March 2020.

We are blessed to have a number of skilled individuals within the 
church family who give their time and resources to enable this to 
happen – and continue to develop. Our service is interactive and we 
use the on line chat to incorporate live feedback and prayer requests 
into the service. Each week we include the testimony of one household 
to talk about their lockdown experience.

After the service we have an informal Zoom coffee, chatting in break 
out rooms. We are trialling Zoom Prayer and Praise evenings. 



Our Response to COVID-19
At the end of March St Alkmund’s worship area and hall was 
converted into the Central Storage Unit for the Derby wide food hub 
serving multiple Food Banks around the City.

Together with Derby City Council, Derby City Mission and steered by 
our Curate Paul Desborough and a number of volunteers from the 
church and wider community, we have run both the CSU and local 
Food Banks. Networking with other Churches, our cook has been 
providing hot meals for vulnerable people within the community.

At the end of May, James Durrant was appointed as Priest in Charge 
at St Pauls, Chester Green. Since this time we have held several joint 
quiz nights on Zoom to start to develop links within the churches.
Weekly ministries and Community Groups continue to meet via Zoom 
for both adult and children’s groups.

The Pastoral Team has expanded and is reaching out to the 
community in different ways through regular telephone calls, socially 
distanced visits, sending cards (made by the youth) and the delivery of 
goodie bags of encouragement.

Moving forward we are prayerfully exploring how we navigate church 
in a Covid-19 world and how we best serve the community.



Who Are We Looking For?

The Job: Vicar of St. Alkmund’s

The Person:

We are looking for

• An experienced ordained priest within the Church of England who is committed to grow 
in their personal discipleship

• A leader who is a team player within our own church and able to work collaboratively 
with leaders within the Deanery and City Vision 

• A pastoral person with a passion to get alongside others to encourage their vocations, 
disciple and develop their gifts and support us in fulfilling our calling 

• A preacher and teacher who will help us develop a deeper understanding of God’s word

• Someone who will bring further integration to our multigenerational church family

• Someone with an outward focus who will challenge us to be a real and tangible 
presence in our community



What We Can Offer
The current vicarage is a detached property on Duffield Road ¼ mile from the church. It has 4 bedrooms, 2 reception 
rooms and a large office. There is gas central heating and the windows are double glazed throughout. There is 
driveway parking for 3 cars, a garage and an enclosed rear garden. Reasonable expenses will be paid whilst mobile 
phone and work laptop computer costs will be covered.

Front Rear



What To Do Next

If you would like to know more, please contact the churchwarden, Nichole: churchwarden@stalkmunds.org.uk

www.stalkmunds.org.uk 


