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In 1975, the parish of Ulpha and Seathwaite 

united with the parish of Broughton (with 

Broughton Mills) and Woodland, making a 

united parish and benefice of five churches 

and is now one legal and administrative unit 

under one PCC with each church having its 

own wardens and finances. There are three 

patrons but the right of presentation to the 

living of the benefice is currently 

suspended.  In 1984 a new vicarage for the 

benefice was built in Broughton in the 

grounds of the previous one. The Parish has 

138 people on the Electoral Roll. There is 

one retired priest who worships as regular 

member of the parish congregation and who 

is sometimes available to help with 

services. The Parish has one licensed lay 

minister (lay reader), three parochial lay 

ministers who share in leading worship, 

pastoral care and teaching (one who is 

authorised to preach and who can take 

communion by extension), and a Reader in 

training.  The Vicar (Priest-in-charge) is an 

ex- officio member of some small local 

Trusts. 

 

Overview of the Parish 
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Our Vision: 

• To be an inclusive fellowship of believers, growing in Christ, active in mission and 

witness. 

 

Our Mission: 

• To celebrate God’s presence in worship 

• To seek God’s will and guidance in individual and corporate prayer. 

• To grow as disciples, studying God’s word both together and individually. To 

communicate God’s love to people of all ages. 

• To reflect God’s love by service to one another, to the local community and to the wider 

world. 

 

How, as a parish, we are currently seeking to implement our mission: 

 

Worship 

The worship styles of each of our five churches are varied and we describe this more fully in 

subsequent individual paragraphs covering each church in turn. 

 

Prayer 

A weekly half hour of prayer on 

Tuesdays at 7.30am is held in the 

Parsonage Room. 

 

Meeting Point 

Meeting Point is the local youth group 

in Broughton. It was originally set up by 

members of Broughton church as a way 

of re-uniting secondary school children 

living in Broughton. As there is a 

 

The Church Community 
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primary school in Broughton but no secondary school, all the children go to different secondary 

schools. 

They meet during term time in the Parsonage room and do activities from sports to crafts and 

cooking. They are also able to organise trips away by borrowing the local minibus.  

We have good links with Ulverston Parish 

Church and the area youth worker based 

there. We are provided with an intern from 

Ulverston church every year to help run the 

group. 

We have also run a few combined sessions 

with Coniston youth group. 

This year we have had about 10 children 

coming regularly and we hope to add to this 

number in the coming year. 

We are also hoping to add a more regular Christian component to the group and have children 

helping out more regularly at family church services. 

Follow Me 

Informality and hospitality describe our family friendly 

‘Follow Me’ services well. This monthly service uses songs, 

drama and craft activities to 

present bible stories to give 

a simple direct message and 

encourage prayer in creative 

fun ways. The service is an 

opportunity for those unused 

to leading worship and 

preaching to have a go. The 

meal served after each of 

these services provides 

opportunities to chat to families that don’t routinely attend 

church.  All churches in the parish are encouraged to support this service. Normally the 

congregation would number about 40 with about 4 children. We would love to encourage more 

families to attend and on the occasions the school choir takes part the numbers of young families 

with children attending dramatically increases. 
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Fete 

Each summer we organize a Fete in the church 

grounds with the aim of welcoming the village 

community into our midst. Hence, alongside 

the traditional stalls and excellent cream teas 

we have a variety of activities for young people 

most of which are free.  

 

 

 

 

The Primary School  

Broughton has a thriving Church of England primary 

school, which currently has 77 children on roll. The 

Children, staff, and governors place great 

importance on the school’s Christian ethos. The 

Vicar is an ex-officio foundation governor and takes 

weekly collective worship.  

Pupils and parents gather three times a year in 

Broughton church for their end of term service. 

With help of a supportive Head Teacher we are 

hoping to be able to develop a reflective garden 

in the school grounds and an ‘Open the Book’ 

Scheme. The church supports the school choir 

which occasionally takes part in the ‘Follow Me’ 

services.    

Kepplewray 

The Kepplewray Trust, located next to the school, is a Christian charity with an inclusive focus, 

founded on a commitment to bring disabled and non-disabled people together as equal 

partners. The idea for the Trust came out of providing Christian holiday camps for young 

people in the late 80s early 90s and has been around in some form since then. A fully 

accessible education and outdoor activity Centre is operated and provides residential activity 

experiences to a wide variety of groups both from the local and wider community. 
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The Trust also operates a community minibus 

service for local voluntary groups and charities 

enabling local residents to travel further afield. 

 

The Parish along with the Deanery supports the 

Kepplewray Burundi Link. The Bethesda Project 

at Muyinga, Burundi is an outdoor activity and 

learning centre that challenges the exclusion of 

disabled people and aims to treat everyone as an 

equal under Christ. This is a completely new 

initiative for the country where people with disabilities are often hidden away metaphorically 

and literally. A few parishioners have met regularly to pray for both the work of this project 

and also for an M.A.F. link with Northern Australia. 

 

Our Neighbouring Christian Communities  

The small Methodist community in the village no longer hold regular 

services in the Methodist church building but meet for coffee in a 

local café. Historically the two churches have shared services and 

we h a v e  valued our close ties with this congregation, which we 

hope will continue. Roman Catholic families in the parish worship in 

Millom or Coniston.  

Other Christians in the Parish worship with Fellowships in Ulverston, Coniston, and Millom 

Community Church. 

 

God For All (Diocese of Carlisle initiative) 

We look forward to the opportunities that working together with other parishes in a Mission 

Community will bring. We will be exploring the potential for sharing resources and expertise 

that as small congregations we are unable to resource on our own, covering the areas of worship, 

teaching, discipleship, youth and children’s work, pastoral care, music and local outreach 

activities. For details see God For All vision. 

 

How we fund our mission 

The PCC meets all its responsibilities in full including the Parish Offering (which we have 

increased broadly in line with inflation), the diocesan budget, and vicar’s expenses. There are 

a couple of small charities, one of which is for the poor, the other for children’s work.   A 

Gift Aid and freewill offering scheme is in operation. A full set of the parish’s accounts is 

annexed to this profile. 

http://www.carlislediocese.org.uk/our-vision/vision-detail.html


 
The Diocese of Carlisle, The Parish of  

St. Mary Magdalene, Broughton-in-Furness and Duddon 

     

    9   

 

 

 

 

 
The parish covers a large area on the southern border of the Lake District at the head of the 

Duddon estuary and is hilly and wooded. Most of the Parish lies within the Lake District 

National Park now a UNESCO World Heritage Site.  Three valleys loosely converge on the small 

town (large village) of Broughton-in-Furness.  The main occupations in the valleys are farming 

and tourism.  People in Broughton and district either work in local businesses, trades and 

catering, or commute to Ulverston (10 miles), Barrow (15 miles) or further up the coast to the 

Sellafield complex or south to Lancaster, Preston or Manchester. There are a number of people 

who remote work as the internet is at an acceptable speed in most parts of the Parish. The 

population of the somewhat smaller civil parish is about 2,300 of whom a significant number 

are retired.  In 1997 Broughton celebrated the 400th anniversary of the granting of a Charter 

to hold markets in the Square, so technically we are a market town.  The Charter is 

commemorated each year on August 1st There are five churches in the parish; the main church 

is in Broughton itself while two are in the Duddon valley, one in the Lickle valley and one at 

Woodland. 

 

Broughton in Furness  

In Broughton, we are very fortunate in having a 

comprehensive selection of professional and 

commercial businesses which include the 

Medical Practice, a dental surgery, veterinary 

surgery, solicitors, and accountants. We have 

five well-patronised pubs, four in the village, 

one at Foxfield (opposite the station) and one in 

Broughton Mills. There is also a restaurant, a 

bakery/cafe, another cafe, butcher, grocer, 

greengrocer, off-licence, Post Office and 

newsagent, hair- dresser, garage, two filling 

stations, the NFU and the Broughton Auction Co Ltd. with a garden centre and Furness and 

South Cumberland Supply at Foxfield. The local fire station is based in Broughton.  

 

The Communities We Serve 
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Children from Broughton and the surrounding areas attend the Local C of E Primary school 

situated adjacent to Kepplewray, an outward bound centre. 

CGP, a flourishing publishing company, has been established in Broughton in recent years 

producing student study aids both for this country and abroad.  One sector of this business 

operates from Eccle Riggs, formerly a hotel just outside the village. Here a private leisure club, 

open to local people, has a small swimming pool, gym and sauna, and a 9-hole golf course. The 

company has set up a charitable trust to help local needs. 

The Victory Hall, modernised in the late 1990’s to an excellent standard, provides a hall with a 

good stage with lighting and sound system, green room, 

kitchens and a lift to the upper floor meeting room, office 

and library. The Hall is equipped to show films for 

Broughton Film Club and is used for concerts, dramatic 

productions, as well as a variety of village activities and 

classes, providing a meeting place for the Parish Council, 

Women’s Institute, Ladies’ Guild, Good Companions, 

Parent Toddler Group and other clubs. Barrow and 

Ulverston provide larger shopping facilities with 

supermarkets, outdoor markets, cinemas and halls for 

music, drama, etc.  There are two free buses each week 

to Barrow. The community is mixed, ranging from young 

families to retired incomers.   

‘The Parish Pump’ is the monthly community newsletter to which the vicar contributes a letter 

and in which services and church events are publicised as well as other village activities.  

The village attracts a fair number of tourists throughout the year and there is currently a 

Tourist Information Centre in the Square. A helpful overview of Broughton in Furness and 

surrounding area can be gleaned from the Broughton Community Plan of 2016. 

 

The Duddon Valley 

The Duddon valley Is a beautiful narrow valley with 2 churches 

standing as beacons of hope and faith. Ulpha, St. John the 

Baptist Church is north of the river approximately 4 miles from 

Broughton and three miles further on Holy Trinity in Seathwaite 

on the south side. The river Duddon is much used by swimmers 

& picnickers in fine weather and in wet spells by anglers and 

http://www.cumbriaaction.org.uk/Portals/0/Community%20Led%20Plans/South%20Lakeland/Broughton%20(Duddon)%20CP%202016.pdf?ver=2017-01-06-170107-650
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canoeists.  The surrounding fells attract walkers, rock climbers and an ever-increasing number 

of cyclists. There is a well-stocked small shop/ post office and a pub which somehow copes with 

the not always predictable swing from being very quiet to totally inundated with customers.  

There are 2 community halls which are used by local groups and can be hired by individuals. 

This year the former vicar of Seathwaite and Ulpha, still charismatic at 90, after preaching on 

Palm Sunday hosted a lunch for ‘everyone’ at the Brow Foot Room which is more used to regular 

music nights, whist drives and W.I. meetings.  

Many adults living in the valley are either self-employed in agriculture & other trades or retired, 

though some travel to jobs in places as diverse as Eskdale and London. 

The children usually start school at Broughton Church of England Primary and then have at least 

three secondary options. 
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Broughton-in-Furness—St Mary Magdalene 

The parish church is a spiritual presence in the village. The building itself provides a familiar 

sanctuary where the village gathers for weddings, baptisms, funerals, remembrance services and 

the various Christmas services. There is much scope on these occasions for the church to witness 

to the love of Christ at these times of celebration and grief.  

Prior to the vacancy, our pattern of Sunday worship was 

three Common Worship Communion services, with an 

attendance of 25-30, and one informal All-age service 

(Follow Me) per month. All communion services took  place 

a t  10.30am and were followed by coffee whilst the Follow 

Me service started at 11.00 a.m. after which lunch was 

served. We have lay participation in all our services: 

leading intercessions, reading lessons and assisting with 

the chalice. During the vacancy there have only been two 

services a month at the church, Follow Me on the first 

Sunday and Holy Communion on the third Sunday. For the 

village, visitors, those who attend church sporadically, for 

those new to the village and surrounding area or for any who may be seeking, the loss of continuity 

of regular Sunday worship in the Parish Church, has 

been difficult.  It is the policy of Broughton Church to give 

10% of its income to charities and overseas missions. 

Please see attached leaflet for description of the 

Broughton Church building.  Within the past five years 

the west wall has been re-plastered, and the entire 

interior of the church redecorated thanks to a very 

generous local benefactor. The vestry kitchen has also 

been refurbished recently. The most recent 

quinquennial 2015 confirmed the general condition of 

the church to be extremely good, with minor 

refurbishments, etc. recommended.  

 

The Churches 
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Duddon Valley Churches 

During the present vacancy we have enjoyed having a monthly Communion service at Ulpha that 

has been for the whole parish. The increased congregation has enhanced both music and 

fellowship. We have been fortunate to have a retired priest living in the valley who has been 

willing to lead the Holy Communion in Ulpha at 9.00am and sometimes available to take festival 

and other services. Seathwaite and Ulpha have long combined their fund-raising events and 

during the last two incumbencies have worked closely together in all matters. A few years ago, 

we decided to form The Friends of the Duddon Valley Churches which, with the experienced 

guidance of our Priest-in-charge, was launched in 2011. This has provided much needed income 

but has also brought to light friends who know and love the valley and consider the Churches to 

be an essential part of it. Updates of Church events, pattern of services and repairs and 

acquisitions are sent to everyone every few months; donations are not a pre-requisite to 

membership. During Lent, a discussion group meets weekly within the valley, hosted by 

members of the community and open to all. 

There is never a shortage of help at our Christmas Fair or at the Whit Bank holiday teas which 

are the two main fundraising events. Unfortunately, our core congregation is very small, 

although festivals are well attended. 

 

Ulpha—St John the Baptist 

Ulpha Church is situated three miles from the main 

coast road, four miles from Broughton. Until the 

vacancy there were two services a month (9.00am Holy 

Communion and 6.00pm BCP Evening Prayer). Members 

of the congregation lead intercessions and share the 

readings. A grade 2* listed building is being repaired 

and decorated as finances allow, following major grant assisted work on the west wall. St. 

John’s Church and churchyards are appreciated and well-tended by a wide cross section of the 

community. Many visitors enjoy the tranquility and simplicity of this ancient place of worship, 

which is always open. Festival services alternate with Seathwaite 

A row of ten alms houses (the Joseph and Eleanor Gunson alms house trust) is situated near 

Ulpha Church and the Priest-in-charge is an ex officio trustee. 



      

    14   Statement by the Parochial Church Council on the Conditions, 

Needs and Traditions of the Parishes 

 

Seathwaite—Holy Trinity 

Seathwaite Church is situated approximately half way up the Duddon 

Valley, 7 miles from Broughton. The church (now a festival church) 

has only two or three services a year however Holy Trinity receives 

financial support from a local trust fund. It was made famous through 

William Wordsworth's sonnet to the vicar Robert Walker where he is 

referred to as “Walker the Wonderful”, an outstanding 18th century 

vicar. The church has an excellent 

pipe organ and the building itself is 

in good repair. The churchyard is well kept, the older part being 

a wild flower meadow. A rota of local residents ensures that the 

church is kept clean and tidy and decorated with flowers 

throughout the year. The entries in the visitors’ book show that 

we receive a steady stream of people from all over the globe 

who appreciate the peace, beauty and tranquility. The church 

is never locked and is there for locals, tourists and visitors 

staying in the valley to use whenever they wish. 

 

Lickle Valley, Broughton Mills—Holy Innocents 

Holy Innocents was built in 1888 as a Chapel of Ease. As such, we need a special licence for 

marriages and there are no burials at the site. It is a small church, with seating for about eighty 

people. Since the vacancy there has been a Communion service held when a 5th Sunday in a month 

occurs and the whole Parish has been encouraged to attend. Prior to the vacancy, attendances at 

regular services were around ten or so. 

There were two services a month: a 

Communion Service on the morning of 

the first Sunday in the month, and an 

evensong on the third. We use the Book 

of Common Prayer for all the services. 

The Church is left open and attracts 

quite a large number of visitors as the 

visitor’s book testifies. The Church has 

been re-roofed with the aid of a very 

generous donation, and also has been redecorated inside and out. As a result, it is now in a very 

good state of order. For the community of Broughton Mills, Holy Innocents is very important. 

The church is simple and unpretentious, as is our worship and prayer. 
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Woodland Valley, Woodland - St John the Evangelist 

Woodland Church is set in the delightful Woodland Valley three and a half miles from Broughton-

in- Furness. There are about 60 dwellings in the immediate area.  

The Church was rebuilt in 1865 on the site of former chapels. It is a small traditionally 

constructed rural church, very simple in form. The building is in good condition, and a new 

church organ has recently been installed. The 

Church is approached by a steep stone path 

with hand- rail, and there is a well-kept 

grassed churchyard. 

Prior to the vacancy, there were two 

services a month using 1662 Holy Communion 

on the 2nd Sunday and Evensong on the 4th. At 

the start of the vacancy, several attended a 

course in lay led services run by a retired 

vicar and his wife. Since then we have 

conducted lay-led Evensong on the second and fourth Sundays. There are 15 to 20 worshippers 

at most services, and we have our own organist. We organise joint events, such as the 

mothering Sunday meal, the vintage tea for Christian Aid, the Harvest Supper and mulled 

wine following the Carol Service. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



      

    16   Statement by the Parochial Church Council on the Conditions, 

Needs and Traditions of the Parishes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Vicarage 

This is a detached house built in 1984, about seven 

minutes’ walk from the church. It has double glazing 

and is centrally heated by a gas-fired boiler. There 

is a gas fire in the sitting room. Downstairs there is 

a study, linked sitting and dining rooms, kitchen 

(fitted for gas and electricity) and small utility area, 

toilet and hall. Upstairs there are four bedrooms, two 

with basins, bathroom, shower room and separate 

lavatory with basin. There are built in wardrobes in 

the bedrooms and an airing cupboard on the landing. 

 
There is a garage adjoining the house and a parking  

area, with gardens mostly laid to lawn in a plot of 

about a quarter of an acre. 

 

 

The Parsonage Room 

The Parsonage Room is conveniently situated 

at the bottom of the vicarage drive.  It has 

been recently refurbished and is well used 

not only by church-based groups but also by 

local organisations as a low cost accessible 

venue. Rainbows, Brownies, Guides, 

Beavers, Cubs and Scouts meet in the 

Parsonage Room, as do the Mountain Rescue 

Team, 1st Responders, Sewing Group and Knit and Natter.  

 

 

Benefice Property 

The Vicarage, Broughton-in-Furness, Cumbria. LA20 6HS 
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As a parish our task is to reach out to all with the Good News of Jesus.  We need to reconnect 

people with the relevance of the Gospel to their everyday lives, in their homes, families, work- 

places, schools and places of recreation. 

We praise God for all that has been achieved in various new initiatives over the past six years and 

we need to build on the progress that we have witnessed. We need to nurture all contacts with the 

younger people in our community, through Meeting Point, our Primary School and our links with 

Kepplewray, etc. 

We need to develop and co-ordinate our approach to pastoral care across the parish; sensitively and 

diligently to follow up baptisms and marriages, alongside our ongoing concern for the elderly, infirm 

and housebound and our bereavement counselling. 

We need to maintain and broaden a spirit of encouragement, as we go forward, seeking our own 

renewal, and relying on the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 

To enjoy working with us towards these aims, we envisage that the person we are looking for 

will be: 

• A deeply committed person with a growing spiritual life who will encourage and lead us 

forward together. 

• Able to preach and teach from the Word of God, building our faith and making the Bible 

relevant to our daily lives. 

• Able to encourage and nurture our work with young people and children, encouraging 

them to participate in the worship and life of the Church. 

• Approachable and friendly, able to get on with all sorts of people, able to listen and 

make people feel accepted and understood. 

• Able to identify and encourage the gifts of the congregation, sharing his or her hopes and 

fears, prepared to delegate appropriately, working closely with the Wardens, PCC and 

lay ministers. 

• Prepared to take an active interest in the life of the whole community, willing to visit 

widely including the auction mart and the pubs! 

• A competent driver comfortable with negotiating our country roads! 

If you feel that God may be calling you to join us, we would be delighted to hear from you. 

 

Parish Aims & Objectives and Person Profile 
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Appendix 1 – Attendance (2016) 
 
  
St Mary’s Broughton in Furness (weekly services) 
  

Average Sunday Attendance             27 (3 children, 24 adults)  
Easter Communicants                     75 
Easter Day Attendance                   85 
Christmas Communicants              65 
Christmas Attendance                    133 
Weddings    1 
Baptisms    2 
Funeral     6 

 

St John The Baptist, Ulpha (two services a month) 
 

Average Sunday Attendance 9  

Christmas Day  24 
Harvest    14 
Baptisms 2 
Funerals 3                    

 

Holy Innocents, Broughton Mills Chapel of ease (two services a month)  
 

Average 10 

Nativity 60 
Other services 0 

 

St John the Evangelist, Woodland (two services a month) 
 
Funeral 1  

Average Sunday Attendance  15 

 
Seathwaite, Holy Trinity (festival church, occasional services) 
 
Trinity 1  32  

Wedding 1 

Carol service   55  
 
 
 

Please Note. These service arrangements applied prior to the vacancy and 
it is understood that they will be subject to review once a new Priest-in-
charge is appointed. 
 


