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Divine



     We are based in a small town in an attractive Yorkshire valley. Our congregations each

consist of around 50 Sunday worshippers, mostly adults.  We are alike in many respects,

although the local Methodist Church has joined with St Matthew's to become an LEP.  A

similar number of people, including children and some parents, would identify

themselves as fringe members; although not worshippers, they value belonging to our

wider community and enjoy taking part in our many activities. Newcomers receive a

warm welcome at either church, with plenty of opportunities to become involved.

     The lockdown, which has coincided with our Interregnum, has presented both

challenges and opportunities. Rev. Stephen (see p4) has written a Homily each Sunday

during this period. St John's produces an online service with video links, watched by a

wider congregation than normally attend on Sunday. Other meetings continue through

Zoom, and our single home group has expanded to three! St Matthew's has used its

expanded newsletter and 'Worship during Lockdown' page to keep communication alive. 

     Our challenges are to build deeper friendships with our community, especially with

families; to see people come to faith and to 'make disciples'. Are you the person to come

alongside us, to help 'fan into flames the gift of God' that is within us?

Who we are...

Meet 
our 

Churches

Staying 
alive 

during 
the 

Lockdown

 Where
next?

https://www.stmatthewsrastrick.org/worshipduringlockdown.htm


What we are looking
for in a PriestAn enthusiastic person who

will inspire and work with
us to engage with children,
young people and families
to help us draw them into
the church community.
One who has an
ecumenical outlook to
inspire us, through the
direction of the Holy Spirit,
to develop our personal
relationship with God, with
our church families, and
with our local community.
A priest who is visible,
approachable, who
respects and enjoys
people, who can share,
listen and delegate.

AN INSPIRING
LEADER

One who has a caring
heart, who will work with
us to provide pastoral
care both for church
members and for those in
our community. Who will
encourage us to love one
another. 
A priest who reinforces
the pastoral structures we
have in place and
encourages the existing
involvement of the lay
members of our churches,
enabling them to fulfil
their ministry.

A PASTORAL
MINISTER

Someone with the energy
to lead by example, and
work alongside us to
encourage the culture of
growth within the St
John’s and St Matthew’s
communities. 
One who challenges us to
mature in faith and to
embrace change, whilst
understanding our
churches’ individuality and
traditions.

A CATALYST FOR
GROWTH

A priest who will foster
the spirit of mutual
belonging
between both our
churches, remembering
that St Matthew's is an
integrated and long-
established LEP with the
Methodist Church.
Someone who brings a
flexible approach to
different styles of
worship and encourages
lay and community
participation.
One who helps us make
the Gospel relevant to
our ever-changing world.

A CREATIVE
THINKER



What we have to offer
you, as a Benefice

A SUPPORTIVE
FELLOWSHIP

Two churches of similar
worship tradition that work
well in one local community.
Each church has its own
unique identity, traditions
and activities yet we also
work and meet together for
joint worship and other
projects. Good links with our
local community through, for
example, our uniformed
organisations, theatrical
societies, care homes and
schools.

COMMUNITY-BASED
CHURCHES

Through the guidance of
the Holy Spirit, we follow
the LYCiG prayer to “help
our churches to grow in
numbers, in spiritual
commitment to God, and
in service to our local
community”.

A LONGING FOR
GROWTH

Both churches have paid
their Parish Shares in full.
We both tithe 10% of our
income to home and
overseas charities and
organisations, each church
giving £4,000 -  £5,000 p.a.
Each church council meets
nine times a year when
finances are reviewed.

A SOUND FINANCIAL
BASE

We offer our support,
prayers and practical
help from the multi-
talented people in our
congregations who are,
in true Yorkshire style,
welcoming and friendly.
Rev. Stephen Hannam, a
retired priest with PTO,
regularly officiates at
both churches in
addition to three other
retired clergy. We have a
strong tradition of lay
involvement, both in
worship and pastoral
care. We have three lay
readers and one lay
pastoral minister.

WELL-MAINTAINED
BUILDINGS

These are well-used and
valued locally.

We have a common link
with Nyakiswa church in
Mara, Tanzania. St
Matthew's supports a
project in Kenya (see
'What goes on?',
Missionary links).

A MISSIONARY
PERSPECTIVE



     Rastrick lies between the towns of Huddersfield and Halifax,

about 4 miles from each. St John’s      is a 10-minute walk from

Brighouse town centre, passing over the River Calder which

separates Rastrick from Brighouse. Brighouse train station is 200

hundred yards from St John's. There is an express service that

runs to London, local trains to Leeds via Dewsbury, to Bradford

via Halifax, or to Manchester through the beautiful Calder Valley

with lovely old mill towns such as Hebden Bridge and

Todmorden. Huddersfield is a single stop away and, from there, a

convenient express takes you to Manchester Airport. 

     St Matthew's     lies within 2 miles of Brighouse town centre.

The M62 has junctions 2 miles to the South, and East, of Rastrick.

The well-known Bradley Wood Scouting and Activity Centre  lies

within St John's parish.        

     There are pleasant easy walks in the neighbourhood and lovely country including the Calder

Valley, and the Yorkshire Dales are within easy driving distance. The Calder & Hebble canal passes

through Brighouse with an attractive tow path leading to a nature reserve.

Where we are situated 



     The town is largely residential. There is a mix of old

and new private housing ranging between back-to-back

and large detached properties, together with apartments

and sheltered/care homes.  More private housing is

planned. There are several areas of social deprivation.

Some lie within the town's two social housing estates, one

of which has a newly established Community Centre ('The

Space') in which we are involved. The population numbers

around 12,000.

     In addition to the two churches in the Benefice, there is

a Baptist church and an independent church.

      The town has around 7 pubs, 5 garages and several light industrial premises. There is a library

and sports clubs (cricket, tennis, bowling and golf). In addition, there are doctors and dental

practices, pharmacies, local shops and small supermarkets.  Brighouse has major supermarkets and

a foodbank at the Central Methodist Church which both our churches support.

     Within the Benefice there are four primary schools, one senior school and one Special Needs

school.  None of our schools are church schools, though we have good links with all of them and

they use the churches for education, concerts and other events.  There are 6th form colleges in

Brighouse, Halifax and Huddersfield.  

      

Introducing Rastrick 



     Our Vicarage is a detached, modern house

built around 1985. It is situated in Vicarage

Gardens,  a quiet cul-de-sac/private drive

next to St Matthew’s church and churchyard

and conveniently located centrally for both

parishes.  

     The accommodation is:

Ground floor -  fitted kitchen, dining room,

large lounge, study, cloakroom, enclosed

porch to front entrance, attached garage.  

First floor - 4 bedrooms, bathroom.

Amenities - with Central heating, double

glazing, intruder alarm.

The Vicarage

Garden - the house is surrounded by mature,

well kept gardens with direct access to the

church grounds.



     The church of St John the Divine was consecrated in 1915 and became a separate parish in 1916. 

 Please visit  www.stjohnsrastrick.org/history  to read about our origins. In 2008 it became a United

Benefice with St Matthew's. 

     Many improvements have been made over the years; very fine stained glass West and East windows,

new chairs, new heating system in thec hurch. You can see inside via this organ video by local musician

David Robertshaw, or via 'We are the Church' produced by our  Musical Director, Pam Dimbleby.

     In the hall there are cinema facilities, meeting rooms and a fitted kitchen. Plans are well advanced

for a servery and new toilets in the church rather than using the hall’s. This will make church more

welcoming to visitors, both after Sunday worship and for the concerts and other events that the church

often hosts. 

     The church and hall have a good sized car park and a grassed area, upon which events are sometimes

held. The vicarage (at St Matthew’s) is only 5 minutes by car.

St John's 
Church and
Community 

Hall 

HALL

http://www.stjohnsrastrick.org.uk/history
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1VFTttNLthg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ulwr619ZmTc&feature=youtu.be


     There has been a church on this site since at least 1363. The current Grade II* Georgian-style church

building was built in 1798 on the site of previous buildings (see St Matthew's History)

     The church is in a good state of repair, and was re-ordered in 2000. There is a gallery, narthex, vicar's

vestry, small kitchen/work area, toilet, choir stalls and a ground floor worship area for about 200 people.

Sound and loop systems are installed and there are IT and projection facilities. 

     There is a large "closed" churchyard which is partially maintained (including walls and trees) by the Local

Authority with occasional help from the National Offenders Management Services. 

     The Parish Centre is a separate building across the road from the Church. It was built in 1969 as a joint

project with the former Crowtrees Methodist Church (now part of St Matthew’s LEP, as explained in our St

Matthews' Profile). This building is also in a good state of repair and includes one large hall (seating capacity

for 200 people), stage, kitchen, two large meeting rooms (one upstairs) and a balcony area.  There are toilets,

disabled access and baby changing facilities.  It is well used for both church and community events including

all uniformed organisations.  

     St Matthew's has an Ecumenical Church Council (ECC) in place of a PCC.

St Matthew’s
Church,

Churchyard and
Parish Centre

http://www.stmatthewsrastrick.org/stmatthewsbriefhistory.htm


     Both congregations are familiar and comfortable with a variety of service styles. The main

Sunday morning services include reading and prayers led by the congregation. The service leaders

are robed, and at Communion services, authorised lay administrators come forward to serve and

assist with the distribution of the chalice. Various Order of Service formats are used in line with

the church season.

     Morning Prayer - or All Age worship - is held once a month at St John's, twice at St Matthew's.

These allow more flexibility, and are sometimes combined with a parade service. Our worship may

include video clips and hymns projected on screen or on a large TV. Once a month the service at St

Matthew's is led by a Methodist Presbyter or Local Preacher.

     Both churches hold early Sunday morning  'said' services, and there is a monthly evening

Benefice service which has in the past been labelled as praise, healing, Taizé, or meditative. A

regular group meet at St John's for early morning prayer on Friday which includes an extended

time to pray for specific  requests. St Matthew's holds a Wednesday morning communion service.

     Both churches publish a magazine, and issue a weekly newsletter.

Styles of
Worship



     Both churches have a Growth Group, and - yes, we interact! Before the Lockdown, plans were well

advanced to jointly run a  children's 'fun morning' on Good Friday, at a local community centre. 

     Our heart is to reach out to our communities, and to see families restored to our churches.

Baptisms, funerals and occasionally weddings provide us with a number of contacts whom we have

plans to invite to Start ! (introduction to faith) courses, which have been held in the Benefice over the

last four years. Both churches have lay baptism visitors. Examples of encouraging        

    

The Growth Challenge

new ventures have been our monthly St John's Community Lunches, and

'Open the Book' in local schools, initiated by members of St Matthew's.

There are also opportunities for outreach towards our extensive 'fringes'.

     Small groups of us have attended, and been inspired by, the Diocese's

LYCiG day courses. And here we realise that if we are to grow in numbers,

we - personally,  and as a fellowship - have to let God change us. We are

reminded of this each week as we use our Prayer for Growth which begins,

'God of Mission, Who alone gives growth to Your church...'. We are being

challenged to wait on God, to let the Holy Spirit give us vision and a strategy;

and then to invite Him to fill and empower us.















This annual Remembrance service

at St Matthew's is very well

attended by the wider community,

along with regular members and

uniformed organisations,

culminating in the laying of

wreaths at the War Memorial in the

Library grounds.

Our annual Away Day with both

churches provides an opportunity

to explore our strategy for

growth. The 2019 Day was held at

The Space, a newly opened local

community centre. 

Remembrance Sunday

Special Services
and Events

Christingle services are held

in both churches and are

extremely popular and well

attended. St John's has held

'Easteringle' services in a

similar style.

Christingle  Services

Away Day at The Space

At both churches we serve a special Harvest Thanksgiving

meal at our Community Hall/Parish Centre. We invite

members of our community groups to share the meal with us. 

We both hold Lentern Lunches to raise funds for needy people.



And finally...
THANK YOU FOR READING
THIS BROCHURE.

May the Holy Spirit guide you as you seek God's

purpose for the next step forward in your ministry,

whether or not your future is to walk with us.

R A S T R I C K  B E N E F I C E ,  J U L Y  2 0 2 0

You are welcome to find out more about us on:

www.stjohnsrastrick.org.uk

www.stmatthewsrastrick.org.uk

St John's Facebook Page

St Matthew's Facebook Page

http://www.stjohnsrastrick.org.uk/
http://www.stmatthewsrastrick.org/
https://www.facebook.com/stjohnthedivinerastrick/?epa=SEARCH_BOX
https://www.facebook.com/stmatthewsrastrick/

