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INTRODUCTION 
 
This document details our need for a new Incumbent. It aims to provide a brief outline of church life 
in this newly constituted and friendly Benefice of Trelawny. It includes both organisation and 
activities. 
 
The Benefice is in the Diocese of Truro and is part of the Deanery of West Wivelshire which covers 
five largely rural Parishes in south east Cornwall. 
 
The Parishes are: 
 
• Parish of Lanreath 
• Parish of Lansallos 
• Parish of Lanteglos by Fowey 
• Parish of Pelynt 
• Parish of Talland 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 St Ildierna Lansallos 

St Saviour Polruan St Marnarch Lanreath 

St Wyllow Lanteglos St Tallanus Talland 

St John Bodinnick 

St Nun Pelynt 



 

 

CONTENTS: 
 

 Letter from Bishop Philip 
 

 Introduction by the Rural Dean, Revd Steve Morgan 
 

 Vision of the Benefice 
 

 The New Incumbent 
 

 Ministry Team in the Benefice 
 

 Benefice administration 
 

 The Benefice 
 

 The Parishes 
 

 Benefice Statistics 
 

 Charities we love to support 
 

 Monthly Service Rota 
 

 Schools 
 

 Other Churches 
 
 
 
 
Appendices 
 

 Publications and Websites 
 

 Schools Reports from Head Teachers 
 

 Statement of Ecumenical Need from Methodist Minister 
 

 The Rectory 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

LETTER FROM BISHOP PHILIP 
 
In this Diocese of Truro we are deeply committed to following what we call ‘The Saints’ 
Way’. We see ourselves as part of a story of the grace of God, made manifest in Cornwall, 
which stretches back many hundreds of years, possibly to the very earliest days of the 
Christian faith. It’s a story that calls us on into the future too, in loving mission, ministry and 
service. https://trurodiocese.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/The-Saints-Way.pdf 
 
As we follow ‘The Saints Way’ we will be deeply committed to Christ and to all that he calls 
us to be and to do; and to Cornwall, this very special place with its own particular culture, 
history and identity. 
 
We can only follow that Way faithfully if we see it as our corporate calling, as the body of 
Christ. So we encourage ministers of the gospel to come and join us here who are 
committed to setting the whole people of God free in their God-given calling, to make 
Christ known here in Cornwall, today. 
 
So we seek clergy of missional imagination and heart; those with a pastoral passion for 
people and communities and their flourishing. We are looking for joyful and hopeful 
disciples and ambassadors of Christ: people who share the Gospel with energy and 
commitment, in word and deed - and above all with love – and who enable the 
communities they lead to do the same. 
 
We are looking, therefore, for people who, on this journey, are imaginative and realistic, 
creative and determined and are deeply hopeful of a better future. But we also want to 
work with those who recognise that they are not perfect and will sometimes fail, who learn 
from their mistakes and will take the initiative in seeking reconciliation with others. 
 
We are convinced that all ministers need the support and companionship of others and we 
help priests in a number of ways so that they never work alone. In this spirit, we encourage 
those who can forge good relations with others, and actively collaborate with them for the 
sake of the Kingdom, to join us here in the Diocese of Truro. 
 
I pray that as you consider this opportunity you might discern God’s calling and purpose for 
you in this next chapter of your own discipleship, mission, ministry and service. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
+Philip 
 
Rt Revd Philip Mounstephen 
Bishop of Truro   

https://trurodiocese.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/The-Saints-Way.pdf


 

 

Introduction by the Rural Dean, Revd Steve Morgan 
 
West Wivelshire Deanery has a vision for mission of which Trelawny benefice is a central 
part.  The Church Commissioners have funded a major mission project in Truro Diocese 
as part of the Renewal and Reform programme.  Transforming Mission is now a reality in 
Cornwall and the church identified as a resourcing church for south east Cornwall 
(Liskeard St Martin’s) borders the Trelawny benefice. Over the next few years there will be 
new and exciting opportunities to transform the way we do mission in our deanery and 
some resources to help that become reality.  We are looking forward to working with the 
new incumbent in Trelawny.  We have some ideas of our own, but would love to hear and 
support a vision that you have to make Jesus known in our area.   
 

 
         Diocese showing deanery            Deanery showing benefice 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
Trelawny benefice is a significant part of our deanery – due to its large geographical area 
and its importance for our shared mission. There are no large areas of population within 
the benefice which can present challenges as well as opportunities.  A lack of local 
facilities can encourage people to look outwards, but recent community initiatives (such as 
the community shop in Lanreath) have really helped to bring people together.  This is the 
great strength of the area and one in which the new incumbent will be encouraged to 
develop.   
 
There are some great opportunities for the churches to engage missionally with the hopes 
and creativeness of the local community.  Trelawny benefice is working increasingly well 
together and has recently appointed an administrator to help this process to continue 
further.  This is a great opportunity for a creative person to lead Trelawny into the next 
stage of its mission together. You will find a supportive chapter, which values 
encouragement, fellowship and pub meals rather than simply downloading 
information.  You will find a benefice that wants to grow and is becoming increasingly 
confident in its vision for that.  You can also look forward to exploring with us the riches 
and wonder of working for Jesus in this incredible place. 
 
 
 



 

 

 
VISION OF THE BENEFICE 
 
Since the Benefice of Trelawny came into being as recently as 13th February 2018, steady progress 
has been made towards unity and co-operation between our Parishes although each retains its 
particular character and traditions. At the same time, the Parishes continue to look at new ways of 
working better together in spiritual development and church management and a growing sense of 
fellowship across the Parish boundaries is developing. 
 
Much of this document describes the current situations in our five Parishes. Our vision for the 
Benefice going forward is as follows and we would want our new Incumbent to help us in the 
fulfilment of it. 
 

• We are committed to share the love of Jesus Christ with our communities through word and action. 
To this end, our new incumbent will be well supported by a strong team of Lay Readers and Local 
Worship Leaders helping to spread the word of the Lord. 

 

• We are working towards a closer sense of unity as a newly constituted Benefice. An increasing 
number of Benefice services are taking place in each of our Parish churches and they are well 
attended by communities from across the Benefice and from further afield. 

 

• We are committed to making our churches more accessible to the wider community and, in this 
context, our church doors are always open and we warmly welcome visitors be they walkers or 
holiday makers both young and old. 

 

• There is a strong tradition and love of music and singing within the Benefice and we believe that  
music can often speak louder than words in bringing people together in the service of the Lord 
both in church and in the wider community. 

 

• We wish to build on the close relationships already existing with our local communities and 
improve our ecumenical relationships and would look to a new Incumbent for further guidance in 
this endeavour. 

 

• We want to encourage and enable all ages to worship with us and be actively inclusive. With the 
intention of encouraging greater numbers into our fold, our church communities are therefore very 
active in leading initiatives such as Messy Church, Open the Book, Sing a New Song, Kidz Club, 
Youth Club and Holiday Club to name but a few. 

 

• We want to continue the work of the church in our local schools. A great deal of time is dedicated 
to working with and nurturing the close relationships with our schools in the Benefice as can be 
seen in the section below on Schools. 

 

• Through bonding together more closely as a Benefice, we can benefit from greater support on our 
spiritual journeys and learning about our faith. 

 

• Help all our Parishes to achieve financial security. 
 

• We want our new incumbent to be in a position to devote maximum time to the pastoral needs of  
our communities across the Benefice. We have therefore appointed a Benefice Administrator to 
take on the organisation and administration of, for example, baptisms, marriages, funerals along 
with other time consuming tasks so that the Incumbent is free from administrative matters and can 
concentrate on leading our new and vibrant Benefice on its journey with Jesus Christ. 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 
THE NEW INCUMBENT 
 
We are looking for a new incumbent who will, with our love and support, exercise strong, dynamic 
yet sensitive leadership. He or she will be someone who is enthusiastic, friendly, reliable and has a 
good sense of humour! 
 
We are looking for a priest who will: 
 

• widen the mission of our churches in Christian witness 
 

• encourage, co-ordinate and enable both ordained and lay ministry 
 

• be a thoughtful and dynamic preacher and teacher who can explain and apply scripture in a warm 
and engaging manner, have excellent interpersonal skills and a genuine ability to listen 

 

• have a flexible approach to worship and feel at home in the variety of traditions that exist across 
the Benefice 

 

• embrace all elements of Common Worship including the Book of Common Prayer 
 

• be understanding of the importance of music in our worship 
 

• enrich the spiritual life of the Benefice with study and quiet days 
 

• sustain and strengthen links with the wider community and be proactively involved in all the 
parishes 

 

• be able to work ecumenically and maintain a close working relationship with other local churches 
 

• enthusiastically continue and enhance an active engagement with our local schools 
 

• support and develop our ministry to young people 
 

• help us build upon our sense of Benefice and enable our parishes to work more effectively together 
 

• support the central Anglican churchmanship of the parishes 
 

• be committed to the full ordained ministry of women 
 

• welcome inclusive congregations 
 

• be supportive and willing to undertake the re-marriage of divorcees 
 

• be interested and sympathetic towards rural issues 
 

• have a current driving licence and their own vehicle 
 
 
A good priest will be enthusiastically welcomed and supported. The friendship and assistance offered 
to each other in our communities is second to none. 
 
 
 



 

 

 
MINISTRY TEAM 
 
Across the Benefice, there are two Readers and seven Local Worship Leaders together with people 
who regularly read the lessons, lead intercessions and assist with Communion Services as Servers 
or Chalice Administrators. We would want our new priest not only to encourage lay people to 
continue in their respective roles but also to encourage more people to come forward to assist in 
these roles. 
 
 
BENEFICE ADMINISTRATION 
 
A Benefice Administrator has been appointed as from 1st June 2020 for an initial period of six months 
and then renewable by mutual agreement. Although working part-time, the Benefice Administrator 
will act as first point of contact for enquiries about the Benefice including occasional offices and co-
ordinate the response to them. The Benefice Administrator will operate a Benefice bank account for 
the handling of fees, prepare and submit Diocesan statistical returns as required and attend meetings 
of the Trelawny Benefice Advisory Council as appropriate. These and other  responsibilities are 
designed to take the burden of administration off the shoulders of the new Incumbent so that he or 
she may concentrate on the pastoral leadership for which they have been ordained. 
 
THE BENEFICE 
 
The Benefice of Trelawny is in the Deanery of West Wivelshire and is situated in south east Cornwall. 
From the Rectory at Lanreath, the busy town of Liskeard is approximately 20 minutes by car, 30 
minutes from Bodmin, 35 minutes from St Austell and 15 minutes from the coastal fishing port of 
Looe. This is a predominantly rural area of great beauty and within easy reach of both the north and 
south coasts of Cornwall. 
 
The combined population of the Benefice is approximately 4,500 with centres of population resident 
in the picturesque villages of Polruan, Bodinnick, Lanreath, Pelynt, Polperro and Talland. This 
includes a higher than average retired population. 
 
Cornwall is by far one of the poorest areas in England. It also faces the challenges of a higher than 
average cost of living combined with higher than average house prices. Although by no means 
situated in the poorest area of the county, these are difficulties which face the communities in our 
parishes. The main areas of employment for those living in our Benefice are tourism, health, 
education, manufacture and a significant number of people are involved in agriculture in our rural 
areas. There is also local fishing out of Fowey, Polperro and Looe.  
 
 
 
PUBLICATIONS AND WEBSITES 
 
The Parish News is published bi-monthly and carries news primarily about Lanteglos but includes 
contributions from all five parishes.  
 
Lanreath Lifestyle – a monthly community magazine 
 
Eye on Pelynt News – a bi-monthly community magazine 
 
The Parish of Talland has its own website at www.tallandchurch.co.uk 
Details of the other parishes in the Benefice can also be found at www.achurchnearyou.com 
  

http://www.tallandchurch.co.uk/


 

 

THE PARISHES: LANREATH 
 
Lanreath is a pretty, peaceful and friendly village. St Marnarch's Church is in the centre of the village, 
opposite Lanreath Shop and Post Office, a small but well stocked shop run by volunteers. 
 

There is a strong community spirit in Lanreath with numerous activities and events throughout the year, 
organized by the village’s two community groups: Lanreath Community Spirit and the Amenity Group. Some 
of the annual events take place within the Church including photography and flower arranging competitions 
and a concert from a local school choir during the May Day celebrations. With support from church members 
and the wider community, the church is open daily (in normal times), kept clean and decorated with flowers 
for Sunday services.  
 

The building and churchyard are well maintained (part funded by the Parish Council), as is the war memorial. 
We have recently installed LED lighting and external signboards. The bells are in good order and there is a 
flourishing team of bell ringers who practice weekly. A team of Handbell Ringers perform at village functions. 
Soup Lunches are held monthly throughout the year, taking a short break in the summer when we hold our 
Summer Fete and have Open Gardens and afternoon teas.  
 

There is a flourishing Community Choir and Band organised and run by our Local Worship Leader, Helen, 
who frequently uses the church for practice evenings. Helen leads our monthly evening service and 
encourages her choir and ensemble to perform and join us in worship. They also hold a Christmas Candlelit 
Concert in church raising funds for church maintenance. An informal and friendly weekly Bible Study Group 
meet at the Rectory and the Prayer Chain, to which members of all the churches in the Benefice belong, is a 
link of communication and fellowship. 
 

There is a good balance of ages and social groups in the village with employment being mainly outside the 
village. A small number of houses have been built in recent years, but the village retains its sense of 
community and fellowship, which has manifested itself strongly during the Coronavirus pandemic. The 
Amenity Group host the annual Christmas Dinner for parishioners over 60, an amazing evening when up to 
90 folk sit down to a super meal and entertainment. The Lanreath Lifestyle is a monthly magazine edited by 
a volunteer and distributed freely around the parish.  
 

Lanreath is proud of its wheelchair-friendly, volunteer-driven community bus which it shares with Pelynt. The 
bus makes a weekly shopping trip to Liskeard and occasionally further afield to Truro and places of county 
interest. It is available for hire by local groups. Earlier this year, a Transport for Cornwall bus service was 
introduced travelling to Looe and Liskeard on a regular timetable. There are two mainline railway stations 
within a ten mile radius at Liskeard and Lostwithiel and the beaches of Looe, Talland and Polperro are 
approximately six miles distant. 
 

The large modern village hall hosts daytime and evening activities and a lively successful Football Club – the 
pitch being adjacent to the hall. There is no longer a school in the village, the children being taught at one of 
the Bridge Academy schools and thence to Looe, Liskeard or Fowey for secondary education. A team from 
Lanreath and Pelynt assist with Open the Book and within the Benefice, 'Experience', which relates to 
themed activities in the church year. 
 

Initiatives and Potential 
 

• Trelawny Benefice has been approached by the Archdeacon to run a pilot scheme of Communion by 
Extension for the Diocese. This will be a challenge and a way forward which we trust will be well received. 

• Engaging with and encouraging the wider 
community; Church members have a regular 
pattern of outreach and fundraising (eg soup 
lunches, summer fetes and Christmas fayres) which 
are well supported by the community and allow 
them to meet and get involved with church 

• The pre-school group, Lanreath Ladybirds, hold 
sessions twice a week in the village hall and attract 
families from within the village, the farming and the 
wider community. It is not affiliated to the church but 
is connected with it and visits the church at festival 
times. 

• The Church’s annual display of Christmas trees 
encourages parishioners to get involved by donating a tree or visiting to enjoy the decorations 

Lanreath Choir 



 

 

LANSALLOS 
 
Once the parish church for much of the fishing village of Polperro, a boundary change in the last century 
deprived the beautiful and historic Church of St Ildierna of its main centre of population, leaving it with the 
small hamlet of Lansallos consisting mainly of a few holiday homes and lets and in an otherwise completely 
rural parish. There are no shops, schools, pubs, restaurants or other businesses apart from farms and B&Bs. 
A small local bus provides an infrequent service to Polruan, Polperro and Looe.  
 
The parish lies within an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty at the start of an old smugglers’  footpath down 
to several picturesque coves surrounded by rugged cliffs, and there are fine views over the surrounding 
countryside and out to sea. Most of the coastal part of the parish is National Trust land and there is an NT 
campsite adjoining the churchyard. St Ildierna has a capacity of about 150 and is the only licensed place of 
worship in the parish. The church doors are unlocked during normal daylight hours and we welcome many 
visitors, some of whom also attend services. The church has parking for about 6 cars and there is a large NT 
car park just up the road. The owner of the Old Rectory next to the church kindly allows the PCC to use the 
garden for the Annual Fete, the main fundraising event. 
 
The regular congregation, small in number, mostly live outside the parish and are mainly attracted by the use 
of the 1662 Book of Common Prayer for almost all regular services, one of the few churches in south east 
Cornwall to do so. Numbers increase with visitors during holiday seasons, and special services such as 
Harvest Festival and the Carol Service are always very well attended. 
 
The church buildings are in excellent condition, having undergone a £500,000-plus repair and restoration 
after an arson attack in 2005 burned out much of the roofing. The opportunity was taken to build a new 
vestry and kitchen in the base of the tower and to provide disabled access by constructing an oak ramp 
inside the church door. Most services are now held in the small Lady Chapel, which had a beautiful oak and 
glass screen installed after the fire. All the church’s spotlights have recently been upgraded to LEDs. A 
faculty application is under consideration to fit wall mounted infra-red heaters in the Lady Chapel to reduce 
electricity consumption and to improve the comfort of the congregation. The tower has a fine peal of eight 
bells and the team of bell ringers practices weekly and wins many local competitions. A small church hall and 
kitchen, adjacent to the churchyard, are rented from the NT and the church’s unisex toilets just down the 
lane have been modernised with full facilities for the disabled. 
 
The PCC has historically always been able to pay to the Diocese its Mission & Ministry Fund (MMF) call in 
full; this may be in doubt for the future with the effects of the Covid-19 pandemic on income and very large 
planned MMF increases which are in the pipeline. In addition to the Annual Fete, funds are raised by sales in 
the church of second hand books, bric-a-brac, postcards and similar items. A considerable income also 
comes from visitor’s generous donations, often Gift Aided. 
 
Initiatives and Potential 
 

• Greater attendance at services, 
especially from the young, is 
encouraged. 

• The church is regularly cleaned 
and flowers arranged by 
volunteers. 

• Churchyard is maintained with 
some financial assistance from the 
parish council and individual 
donations. 

• Local worship leaders regularly 
conduct evensong and morning 
prayer services. 

• Congregation members read 
lessons and prayers during 
services. 

• The church is kept open due the 
help of non-churchgoing friends 
from the hamlet. 

• The church is supported financially with the help of non-churchgoing well-wishers in the wider community. 

Lansallos Fete 



 

 

LANTEGLOS BY FOWEY 
 
Lanteglos by Fowey is a coastal parish in South East Cornwall. It is situated in an area of outstanding natural 
beauty on the south coast of Cornwall. To the south is the sea and to the west is the Fowey River. There is a 
foot ferry to Fowey from Polruan and, from Bodinnick, a car ferry to Fowey and beyond.  
 
The village of Bodinnick, where the tiny mission church of St. John, with a capacity of 30, is situated, is a 
little way up-river from Polruan. St. Saviour, a Victorian mission church with a capacity of 100, is situated on 
Fore Street in Polruan. St. Wyllow, a beautiful grade one listed building with a capacity of 300, is largely 
mediaeval and stands two miles outside the village of Polruan. Our harbour and beaches are extraordinarily 
beautiful and sailing is a major activity here. Our population doubles in the summer when holiday-makers 
come from all over the country to enjoy the area.  
 
We are mainstream Anglican and ecumenical and use seasonal liturgy. The new Incumbent will be well 
supported in leading worship by a Lay Reader and four Local Worship Leaders. 
 
There is a strong music tradition in Lanteglos. We have an Organist and Musical Director and a fifteen strong 
choir currently sings at Advent, Christmas, Easter, Harvest and Remembrance Sunday and we have a team 
of Bell Ringers who ring for Eucharist services at St. Wyllow. 
 
Much time and effort is devoted to running activities for children and young people including Messy Church, 
Sing A New Song, Kidz Klub and Youth Club and Open the Book. Holiday Club takes place during the 
summer holiday for School Years Reception to Year Nine. 
 
Lanteglos has very active clubs and societies including a Theatre Club, the RNLI, the National Coastwatch, 
the W.I., Church Choir, Angling Club, Bridge Club, Poetry Group and Allotment Group.  Polruan Town Trust 
manages the Town Lands. We have a community bus run by a team of drivers, Lent Courses, Age Concern 
carers and drivers. 
We also have a caring and discreet undertaker in the Benefice. 
 
The parish is approximately 20 minutes from the A390 to the north. Liskeard is around 25 minutes away and 
St Austell about 40 minutes. 
 
There is a County Primary School in the Village (which is in a Federation with Pelynt and within Bridge 
School Multi Academy Trust) where 25 children attend. Our ‘Open the Book’ Team visit to tell dramatised 
Bible Stories each week. 
 
Under the leadership of our previous Rector, an Ecumenical group spanning the Parishes of Lanteglos by 
Fowey, Pelynt and Lanreath have hosted a number of ‘Experience’ Days in St. Saviour’s and Pelynt 
Churches for the combined Federated Primary Schools of Polruan and Pelynt. These have proved very 
popular with both pupils and staff with the displays left for the wider community to visit and as part of 
worship.  
 
Initatives and Potential 
 

 Much of the hard-won ground achieved over the last 12 years in the parish needs to be nurtured and 
strengthened by a priest who can encourage younger people - men and women in their 30’s and 
forties and their families - to join regular worship. 

 

 This is a very welcoming community with a wonderfully eclectic mix of giving and caring people. We 
have a strong, dedicated, diligent and competent team of lay people who will give every support to 
the new incumbent in leading us in our love and worship of Jesus Christ. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Shrove Tuesday  



 

 

PELYNT 
 
Pelynt is a thriving village with a growing population giving ample provision for increased outreach to all age 
groups. It is bounded on the east by the beautiful deeply wooded valley of the West Looe river which offers 
some fine walks. The village is well served by a variety of shops, doctor’s surgery, pharmacy, pub, social club 
and village hall, with a plethora of clubs and activities but mostly aimed at the adult population. 
  
The Grade One listed, Church building is central to the village and there is plenty of opportunity for it to become 
even more central to village life. For over twenty years there has been very close connections with the 
Methodist Church with two united services each month and reciprocal delegates sitting on each other’s 
committees. There is also active support and participation in all fund raising and social events.  This is 
something that we are keen to continue and extend. 
  

We also have a very close relationship with our school with Assemblies, Open the Book, Experience events, 
visits to Church for major events and services, as well as help and guidance in delivering the curriculum.  The 
current Rector and Church Warden are both governors of the school and are keen that this close relationship 
continues. 
  

Pelynt’s most famous son is Bishop Jonathon Trelawny who was imprisoned in the Tower of London for the 
religious stand he and seven other bishops took against King James II. He is buried in the family vault beneath 
the Trelawny Aisle, and the ‘Song of the Western Men’ - usually referred to as just ‘Trelawny’ - is recognised 
as the unofficial anthem of Cornwall.  The village still has close connections with the Trelawny family from 
whom the Benefice gets its name and whose crest we are allowed to use.  We are proud to host the Trelawny 
Day and Trelawny Plate Services which involves the whole county and we would want this to continue. 
 

There is a good bus service from the village to Looe, Liskeard and Plymouth. A car is needed to get to the 
more remote farms in the parish as it is not ideal cycling country. There is a Pelynt and Lanreath community 
bus for the use of various organisations. The nearest mainline railway station is at Liskeard with a branch line 
to Looe.  The nearest beach is at Talland Bay but Looe and Polperro are close by. 
 

Initiatives and Potential 
 

During recent years there have been many initiatives that we would like to see continued, enriched or 
extended.  They include the following. 
 

• Involvement within the community with Carols at Christmas sung in the Jubilee Inn and Harvest  Supper 
and Auction organised by the young farmers in the Village Hall 

•  Involvement of members of the congregation in reading 
and intercessions 

•  Links with the Methodist Church with shared services 
and active support 

• Church acts as a venue for events such as choirs, coffee 
mornings, school concerts etc  

•  History Exhibition held in Church each summer and 
active support of Cornwall Historic Churches Trust 

• Trelawny Day celebrations held in Church on 30th June 
each year. The Trelawny Plate Service    held bi-
annually 

•  Bible Study Groups held in people’s houses.  Prayer 
Chain. 

•  Envelope scheme in operation 

•  We contribute to the bi-monthly magazine produced and 
delivered to every home in the parish 

•  School visits with Open the Book, Collective Worship, 
Experience events, concerts and services 

•  Involvement of the community in Church security, flower 
arranging and church events. 

 

As can be seen, Pelynt is a vibrant environment with a 
growing population who are eager to support leadership 



 

 

from a pro-active member of the clergy who will build on our successes, expand our influence and give us 
the spiritual guidance we all need. 
TALLAND 
 
Talland is situated on the south east Cornwall coast between the two fishing harbours of Looe to the East 
and Polperro, which is part of Talland parish, to the west. The coastal path is situated on the Cornish Celtic 
Way footpath which attracts many visitors throughout the year and stretches from St. Germans in the East to 
St. Michaels Mount to the West. 
 
Talland Church is a a grade one listed building dramatically located on the cliff-top. The church, as we see it 

today, was not built to serve a large community but to maintain a holy site where the Christian faith had been 

established some 1500 years ago.  The 55′ Bell Tower stands in an unusual detached position the base 

being cut into the solid rock of the hillside and may well be part of the 13th Century Church. There is a light 

peal of six bells, which are often rung for weddings assisted by ringers from neighbouring parishes. 

The churchyard is closed but has a memorial garden for the internment of cremated remains.  In recent 

years there has been the addition of under-pew heating, outside pillar lighting along the path, a compostable 

toilet (no water on site) and an automatic door locking system. 

Talland Bay itself, which was the scene of many shipwrecks and therefore smuggling, has two principal 
beaches which are good for swimming and rock pooling. The South West Coastal Path passes through 
Talland following an unspoilt coastline. 

There is a variety of holiday accommodation from bed and breakfast, holiday lets and caravan parks, 
together with the upmarket Talland Bay Hotel and The Bay, which is adjacent to the Church. 

Polperro primary school, which is part of the Bridge Schools Multi Academy Trust and caters for some 134 

children, is within the parish and a small Open the Book team visit from time to time. 

Other places of worship include a Methodist Chapel in Polperro and Sclerder Abbey, a former Carmelite 

monastery, which is the centre for Roman Catholic worship in the area and accommodates the Chemin Neuf 

Community, a retreat centre which has the backing of the Archbishop of Canterbury.  

Initiatives and Potential 

The main challenges we face is the lack of car parking and having a small and ageing congregation.  We 

have been proactively trying to include a car park which will be of benefit to not only our Sunday worship but 

for funerals and the many weddings held in this church throughout the year.  We will support leadership from 

a proactive incumbent who will build on our past history and help us to expand our work in the school and 

many visitors to the parish as together we move into the future.  

 



 

 

Trelawny Benefice – Our Statistics 

 Lanreath Lansallos Lanteglos by 
Fowey 

Pelynt Talland Total 

Number on Electoral 
Roll 

31 21 49 48 49 199 

Worshippers: 
Ages : 0 – 69 

12 3 12 13 11  

Worshippers: 
Ages: 70 and over 

12 9 49 35 12  

 
Trelawny Benefice – Our Occasional Offices in 2019 

 Lanreath Lansallos Lanteglos by 
Fowey 

Pelynt Talland Total 

Baptisms 2 - 1 1 - 4 

Weddings 1 - 7 - 3 11 

Marriage blessing - - 1 - 1 2 

Funeral (Church) 2 - 4 9 1 16 

Funeral (Crematorium) - 1 4 1 3 9 

 
 
Trelawny Benefice – Our Finances 2019 

 Lanreath Lansallos Lanteglos by 
Fowey 

Pelynt Talland Total 

Ministry & Mission 
Fund (call) 

£10,333 £8,088 £34,557 £12,083 £10,580 £75,641 

Ministry & Mission 
Fund (paid) 

£10,333 £8,088 £20,000 £12,083 £10,580 £61,084 

Working expenses Paid in full Paid in full Paid in full Paid in full Paid in full - 

Reserves – Unrestricted £10,000 £8,780 £1,812 £7,064 £50,000 £77,656 

Reserves - Restricted  - £38,041 £2,605 £29,648 - £70,290 

Planned Giving £5,300 £2,443 £19,353 £5,467 £1,200 £33,763 

 
  



 

 

Trelawny Benefice – Our Buildings 

 Lanreath Lansallos Lanteglos by Fowey Pelynt Talland 

Church St Marnarch St Ildierna St Wyllow St Saviour St John St Nun St Tallanus 

Listed building Grade 1  
(16th 

Century) 

Grade 1  
(14th Century) 

Grade 1 
 

  Grade 1  
(15th 

Century) 

Grade 1 
 

Church Hall  Rented from 
National Trust 

     

Quinquennial Due 2020 2017 
All work 

completed 

2016 2019 Report 
awaited 

2018  

 
Trelawny Benefice – Our Context and Community 

 Lanreath Lansallos Lanteglos by 
Fowey 

Pelynt Talland 

Area 4,410 acres 3,098 acres 3,249 acres 4,674 acres 2,090 acres 

Population – adults 500 160 (permanent) 1,154 1,060 1,182 

Population – children & 
young people 

 <10  170  

Schools   Polruan Primary 
Academy 

Pelynt Primary 
Academy 

Polperro Primary 
Academy 

Other churches    Methodist  

      



 

 

Charities we love to support 



 

 

Trelawny Benefice Monthly Service Rota 

 St Marnarch 
Lanreath 

St Nun 
Pelynt 

St Tallan 
Talland 

St Ildierna 
Lansallos 

St Wyllow 
Lanteglos by 

Fowey 

St Saviour 
Polruan 

St John 
Bodinnick 

 
 
 
First  
Sunday 

11.00am 
Benefice 

Holy 
Communion 

 
January/July 

11.00am 
Benefice 

Holy 
Communion 

 
March/August 

 
5.00pm 

Songs of Praise 

11.00am 
Benefice 

Holy 
Communion 

 
May/November 

11.00am 
Benefice 

Holy Communion 
 

February/September  

11.00am 
Benefice 

Holy 
Communion 

 
June/December 

11.00am 
Benefice 

Holy 
Communion 

 
April/October 

 
6.00pm 
Evening  
Service 

 
In Feb, Apr, 
Jun, Aug,  
Oct & Dec  

 
 
Second 
Sunday 

 
 

5.00pm 
Evening Worship 

11.00am 
United Village 

Service 

11.00am 
Holy 

Communion 

9.30am 
Holy Communion 

(BCP) 

11.00am 
Morning Prayer 

 
 

3.30pm  
Sing a new 

song 
/ Messy Church 

 
 

No service 

 
Third  
Sunday 

9.30am 
Holy 

Communion 

11.00am 
At Methodist 

Church 

11.00am 
Morning Prayer 

 
 

6.30pm 
Evening Prayer 

11.00am 
Holy 

Communion 

 
No service 

 
No service 

 
 
Fourth 
Sunday 

9.30am 
Family Service 

11.00am 
Holy 

Communion 

 
No service 

 
 

6.30pm 
Evening Prayer 

9.30am 
Holy 

Communion 

 
No service 

 
No service 

 
Fifth 
Sunday 

 
Alternates around the Benefice – Please check notices for information 



 

 

SCHOOLS 
 
There are three primary schools in the Benefice, - Polperro, Pelynt and Polruan. All three are now part of 
the Bridge Schools Multi Academy Trust. Pelynt and Polruan have been linked for many years as 
Federated Schools and share the same Headteacher and Governing Body. The current incumbent and a 
churchwarden are both governors.  
 

 
 
 
None of the schools are church schools but we have very good relationships with two schools, with the 
present incumbent taking a monthly assembly in one, and Open the Book teams visiting both on a regular 
basis. Both schools hold services and plays in the Church and visit the Church as part of their learning 
and for ‘Experience’ events. Help with the curriculum is given when required through ‘Godly Play’ and the 
use of PowerPoint presentations. Relationships with the third school are not as easy as with the other two 
or as often. This is an area where further work could be developed.  
 
There are fourteen schools in the Bridge Schools Multi Academy and the present incumbent has been 
asked if she would give help and guidance on the delivery of the curriculum and Christian ethics within the 
group. This has not yet been developed but could be an interesting prospect for the future.  
 
For secondary education nearby, there is Fowey River Academy, Liskeard School and Community College 
and Looe Community Academy. Further west for higher education is Truro and Penwith College.  
 
See Appendices for reports from Head Teachers at Polruan, Pelynt and Polperro Primary Schools. 
 
 
 
  



 

 

OTHER CHURCHES 
 
There is a Methodist Church in Pelynt and the relationship with St Nun is very good, close links having 
been established. Three united services are held each month and a reciprocal delegate attends the 
Methodist Council and the PCC meetings, to the mutual benefit of both churches. Members attend and 
support each other’s functions and fund raising events throughout the year. 
 
Sclerder Abbey is a former Carmelite monastery located between Looe and Polperro which is the centre 
for Roman Catholic worship in the area with Mass being celebrated at 9.00a.m. on Saturday, Sunday and 
Wednesdays 
 
It is also home for the ‘Chemin Neuf Community’ which has some 2000 members in over 30 different 
countries.  The community currently put on a regular programme of retreats and events for groups and 
individuals. 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

APPENDICES 
 
 
 
 
SCHOOLS REPORTS 
 

Pelynt Primary Academy  
 
 
Pelynt Primary Academy is a small school located in the heart of the village of Pelynt, Cornwall. 
 
Our school motto for staff, pupils and parents is: ‘I am me, together we are one’ and we are very 
proud of our supportive and inclusive ethos. All members of staff work so well together with one 
common purpose; to provide our children with the best possible learning opportunities so that 
they make progress and reach their full potential. 
 
We pride ourselves on the way that our children play and learn together, creating a learning 
environment where everyone feels safe.  
 
Currently, we have 95 children on roll and an additional 28 children in our pre-school setting. 
Our pre-school welcomes children from the age of 2 to 4 years old. The pre-school team work 
closely with our Early Years leader/reception teacher to ensure that we offer a high-quality 
provision and that there is a smooth transition from pre-school to school.  
 
We are fortunate to be part of a rural community, with links to both farming and tourism. Our 
curriculum reflects these links and we endeavour to offer our children hands-on learning 
experiences through the trips that we provide and the visitors we invite in. 
 
Our pupils enjoy school; “our teachers make learning fun!” 
They understand the importance of working hard and know that we have high expectations of 
them. We are passionate about offering our children opportunities to learn outdoors and we are 
very proud of our Forest School area.  
 
We are dedicated to supporting our families and work in partnership with our parents to ensure 
the best possible outcomes for each of our pupils. The well-being of pupils is at the heart of 
everything we do, and our staff are trained to support the emotional development of the 
children. We listen, understand, nurture and care. 
 
We have a close link with Polruan Primary Academy, a small coastal school which is only 20 
minutes away from us. This tight collaboration enables both schools to maximise their resources 
and share expertise.  
 
Our school is proud to be a member of Bridge Schools Trust, along with 13 other local primary 
schools. We joined the Trust in August 2016 following conversion to academy status the same 
year. 
 
More information and insight into the school can be accessed via our website: 
https://www.pelyntprimary.co.uk/ 
 

https://www.pelyntprimary.co.uk/


 

 

Polruan Primary Academy  
 
Polruan Primary Academy is part of Bridge Schools Multi Academy Trust. Situated in a beautiful 
coastal village we are fortunate to have an idyllic location, with spectacular views from our 
playground. We are a small village school and part of a very active and friendly community. 
Currently we have 22 children on roll and operate 2 classes.  
 
We welcome pre-school age children to the school, these children are taught by the early years 
leader/reception teacher and are incorporated into the Early years/KS1 classroom. We pride 
ourselves on the way that our children play and learn together, creating a learning environment 
where everyone feels safe.  
 
We strive to provide a stimulating and caring learning environment in which our children can 
grow and mature. We provide a wide range of balanced learning opportunities for all children to 
help them to develop into knowledgeable, independent, caring and responsible people. We 
strongly believe that we are most successful when we work in close co-operation between home 
and school.  
 
We have a close link with Pelynt Primary Academy, a small village school which is only 20 
minutes away from us. This tight collaboration enables both schools to maximise their resources 
and share expertise.  
 
More information and insight into the school can be accessed via our website: 
 
https://www.polruanprimary.co.uk 
 
 

 Polperro Primary Academy  
  

Our school has 134 children across five classes and a pre-school nursery. We are part of the 
Bridge Schools Multi-Academy Trust. 
 
We are not a church school however we teach RE and wish to ensure children leave Polperro 
Primary Academy with a clear understanding of the need to respect the religions and cultures of 
those they will meet throughout their life. Assistance with this aim would be appreciated. We 
wish for children to leave Polperro with a good understanding of what Christians believe, the 
way they worship and their traditions. The Church’s support in achieving this is most beneficial, 
for example helping us teach about and make Christingles each December.  
 
We also welcome the opportunity to visit the Parish Church (e.g. Christmas, Easter) where it fits 
in with our RE syllabus. We hope that you will continue to run the ‘Open the book’ assemblies 
half termly, involving children from the school, to inform children about how lessons from the Old 
Testament are important in their everyday life.  
 
 
 
 

https://www.polruanprimary.co.uk/


 

 

Our Aims, Ethos and Values 
 
- Determined to progress and to achieve their goals 

- ‘Learning to learn’ and able to think deeply 
- Able to make wise decisions, exhibiting ‘common sense’ 
- Resourceful, with strong personal organisation skills 
- Confident in all basic curriculum areas, especially Literacy (Reading and Writing) and Maths  

 
Excellent Communicators 
  
- Relate confidently with peers and adults 

- Effective when communicating formally and informally 
- Good listeners and expressive, articulate speakers 
- Able to communicate clearly through handwriting and electronic media - Good team players 
- Aware of others’ differing views and attitudes  

 
Responsible Citizens 
  
- Having pride in themselves and in their school 
- Actively involved in decision-making within school and the community 
- Having a global outlook and participating responsibly within the wider community - Respectful 
of other cultures, traditions, beliefs and opinions  
-Demonstrating positive values, having a strong ‘moral code’ – honesty, trustworthiness, 
politeness and self-control 
- Demonstrating kind, friendly characteristics – caring, encouraging and empathetic  
 

  



 

 

STATEMENT OF ECUMENICAL NEED 

Statement of needs regarding Methodist and Anglican ecumenical arrangements in Pelynt and 

Polperro. 

 Pelynt 

 Currently both denominations are used to, and comfortable with, sharing worship as a regular part of 

their monthly service pattern. Representatives from each denomination are invited to church council 

meetings and communication is good with very little overlap of resources. Bible studies are shared, as is 

fellowship generally. Naturally this poses the question, where next? The challenges are the same as 

every village church congregation with a congregation which is fairly stable in numbers but increasing in 

age. Building repairs and finances are a constant battle and there are fewer people each year who are 

able and willing to take up office. These are not negative features but widespread facts and they must be 

addressed. There is much good will, much joy and much desire to work and worship together in Pelynt. 

These positives far outweigh the challenges and in my view give scope for a positive and exciting future 

arrangement. 

 Polperro  

Having just one worship space in Polperro means that denomination divides have gradually become 

more blurred over the years. Methodist ministerial presence is dominant but there are still a number of 

individuals, mostly housebound, who are ‘anglican’ and require and receive pastoral support from an 

Anglican Priest. Worship wise, there are 2/3 special services each year; remembrance and summer 

festival services which Anglican leadership is historically invited. 

Reverend Chloe Jones 

  



 

 

THE RECTORY 

 
The Rectory is situated at St Marnarch’s Road, Lanreath, PL13 3NU close to St Marnarch’s Church and 
the village Community shop and Post Office. It is a modern detached building surrounded by a sizeable 
and well  maintained garden. 

 
Access to the front door is via a ramp to allow for disabled access.  Within the porch there is a small 
radiator over which there are coat hooks.  From the porch are two doorways – the first to the left leads into 
the study which is furnished with shelving and robes cupboard along one wall.  The other glazed doorway 
leads into the living accommodation. 
 
Downstairs cloakroom with wheelchair friendly access and low level hand basin. 
 
Within the hallway there are two storage cupboards, one being under the stairs. 
 
Lounge – a light and airy room with open fireplace and two windows overlooking the rear garden together 
with patio doors leading to the veranda which extends to the front of the property.  Double doors leading 
to - 
 
Dining Room – Similar in size to the lounge, again with two windows overlooking the rear garden and 
double doors leading through to the lounge. 
 
Kitchen – modern white fitted kitchen units with space for dish washer, large fridge freezer and also boasts 
a large ‘walk in’ pantry. 
 



 

 

Utility room – houses the central heating boiler, single round sink and space for washing machine and 
tumble dryer. 
 
Back corridor – is ‘L’ shaped and accommodates a useful storage cupboard.  Three doors – one being the 
back entrance, one (fire door) into the garage and the third leading to the back of the property  giving 
access to the outer log store  (with lighting) and back garden. 
 
Stairs lead to the upper floor which consists of three double and two single bedrooms, a family bathroom 
and large airing cupboard fitted with useful shelving. 
 
Hatchway to loft with fitted loft ladder and lighting. 
 
Outside the property: 
 
Garage with lighting and car port to side which houses the 2,500 litre oil tank within a bunded and locked 
cupboard. 


