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We are an Anglican parish church in the vibrant and historic village of Limpsfield, East 

Surrey, which has a very strong sense of community. St Peters is very much a church for all 

ages, with a warm and capable feel, and a rich musical heritage. We have a strong vision for 

maximising our seven-day use of the church through many different social and mission 

activities reaching out to all sectors of our community, and this is supported by a 

comprehensive and recently updated Mission Action Plan.  

We are very much hoping that you are the spiritual and pastoral leader we are seeking, who 

has the empathy, energy and creativity and a strong sense of the spiritual needs of the 

community, to lead us at this exciting stage in the development of our church, in the context 

of this MAP, and our mission statement: "to be a beacon, shining as a light, sharing the love 

of God in Christ for all."  

You would be required to take overall responsibility for the Limpsfield and Tatsfield Team of 

churches, (St Peter’s Limpsfield, St Andrew’s Limpsfield Chart and St Mary’s Tatsfield), but 

this has been led as a flat team, locally based, with the added and valuable gift of having 

clergy colleagues in the different churches and communities for valuable mutual support. 

If you feel called and inspired by God to serve and reach out to our village and beyond in this 

way, then we will be delighted to have an informal chat with you in the first instance.  

 

Jane Tozer 

Eleanor Stoneham 

Churchwardens 
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ST PETER’S LIMPSFIELD 

 

LIMPSFIELD COMMUNITY 

 

Population and demographics 

Limpsfield has approx. 1,100 homes and a population comprising a mixture of ages, 

including retired people and families with young children, with many people commuting to 

London or Croydon. House prices are high though there are a few Council houses, flats and 

a nursing home in the parish. 

Local amenities 

The village has a community pub, a community village shop and post office, café, and a 

small number of independent shops on its High Street. There is a very strong sense of local 

community. 

Village life 

On the first Wednesday of every month St Peter’s holds a community coffee morning in its 

Millennium Room. 

The Rector has been making regular monthly visits to Wolfe House care home. Our links 

have been strengthened through the very proactive new manager who regularly brings 

residents out to our coffee morning and to Musical Memories, our monthly singing group for 

those with dementia and their carer.  

In June, the church hosts the Limpsfield Village Fete co-organised with Limpsfield Infant 

School. The fete brings the whole community together, with many local organisations having 

a stall. Profits are split equally between the church and school. 

Limpsfield in Bloom has won many gold medals in the annual Britain in Bloom competition. 

Working parties continue to meet regularly. This brings people together in a remarkable way 

and makes the village look beautiful in the process. Over the past few years they have 

hosted exhibitions in St Peter’s Church, culminating in a celebratory concert in church which 

has packed the church with people from the community. 

At Christmas, St Peter’s organises carol singing around the village.  
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Links with local schools 

St Peter’s has close links with Limpsfield C of E Infant 

School (voluntary-aided) that caters for children aged 4-7 

years (2 form entry). Working with the Diocese of 

Southwark, the school has a strong Christian ethos. 

Located on the A25 between Oxted and Westerham, the 

school is set on National Trust land on Limpsfield 

Common. The whole school attends services at St Peter’s 

at Christmas, Easter, Harvest and St Peter’s Day. Class 

visits and question times also feature. The school has a Governing Body of 13 - the PCC 

appoints 5 Governors and a further 2 are Diocesan Governors.   

The Rector sits as an ex-officio Governor and is expected to play a very active role in the 

school.  Currently the Rector takes Collective Worship once a week and has regular 

planning meetings with the Head teacher, Cheryl Hudson. The current chair of governors is 

David Walsh. 

Mrs Cheryl Hudson, has been in post since January 2019. She and the current Rector have 

worked closely together in facing some local structural challenges, and in developing the 

faith and spirituality of the school. This will be promising work to join in with. 

Also in the parish is Hazelwood, an independent preparatory school for children from 2½ to 

13 years of age. Due to their wider catchment area, the links with this school are weaker. We 

also have Limpsfield Grange School, a Surrey Special School for 11-18 year olds with 

emotional and learning difficulties (residential with day places), in the parish. The Grange 

children enjoy coming to St Peter’s for an annual Carol Service.  

School website: http://www.limpsfield.surrey.sch.uk/  

Southwark Board of Education website: https://education.southwark.anglican.org/ 

 

SERVICES AND WORSHIP 
 

Our style of worship and teaching is liberal catholic, rooted in the parish eucharist and a 

regular pattern of prayer, with formal vestments and the use of incense at some festival and 

solemn eucharists.  The Blessed Sacrament is reserved. Communion is taken monthly to the 

sick, the housebound and those in nursing and residential homes. 

Sunday Services 

One main Sunday Eucharist at 10am, with children’s groups (third, fourth and fifth Sundays) 

Refreshments are always served after the service.  

8am Holy Communion on selected special Sundays (Advent Sunday, Christmas day, Easter 

Day) - a quiet, early morning service following the ancient, eternal words of the Book of 

Common Prayer (1662). [Recently we decided not to run a weekly 8am service during the 

Winter. A decline in numbers owing to long-term ill health, deaths and other commitments 

has meant it has been difficult to sustain for only a very few. We will look to review this with a 

new incumbent and consider reinstating it or offering it at a different time.]  

On the first Sunday of the month Messy Church takes place in the church building. There is 

a worship element where the Rector has been doing a short talk and sung a few songs 

http://www.limpsfield.surrey.sch.uk/
https://education.southwark.anglican.org/
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around a theme. This has been attracting around 25-35 children, plus adults, with some 

attending as their main form of church. In January, there is a Messy Church Christingle 

service that has become popular for children and adults.   

Mid-week services 

10am Holy Communion (first Wednesday of the month). A short, mid-week Eucharist held in 

the Gresham Chapel, followed by a community coffee morning at 10.45am in the Millennium 

Room.  

On all other Wednesdays, a short Morning Prayer takes place at 10am. This has been 

variously led by our Rector and by other lay members of our Ministry Team. 

Festivals 

As well as our regular Sunday services and mid-week services, we celebrate the great 

Christian Festivals throughout the church year with Festival Eucharists for Epiphany, 

Candlemas, Mothering Sunday, Easter Day, Pentecost, St Peter's Day, the Transfiguration, 

Harvest, All Souls and All Saints, Advent and Christmas. 

Special Services 

There are numerous other occasions that are celebrated or marked with special morning, 

afternoon or evening services. These include services for Ash Wednesday; services 

throughout Holy Week including on Maundy Thursday (8pm Eucharist) and Good Friday 

(10.30am All Age Service, 2pm Liturgy); Ascension Day (usually celebrated outdoors at a 

6am service at our sister church, St Mary's Tatsfield); Choral Evensong, including a 

celebration of the Feast of St James at our annual Evensong at St James' Church, Titsey; All 

Souls'; Advent Sunday and Christmas services, including a Carols by Candlelight service, 

two Crib services on Christmas Eve (3.30 and 5pm, often attracting over 300 people at each) 

and Midnight Mass. 

Baptisms / Christenings 

Wherever possible, Christenings take place within the main 10am Sunday service on 

selected dates throughout the year so that the congregation can welcome and promise to 

support the child in their journey of faith. If, due to special circumstances this is not possible, 

Christenings at 12 noon on Sundays have been offered. In recent years we have seen quite 

a few christenings at St Peter’s, and would usually expect anywhere up to 20 a year.  

Weddings 

Although we don’t receive as many wedding enquiries as in years gone by, recent years 

have seen between 5-7 a year. We welcome all enquiries where there is a qualifying 

connection. Before the Covid-19 outbreak, we had six booked for 2020.  

Confirmations 

Confirmations usually happen with members of other churches locally, or at Southwark 

Cathedral annually. Those who are to be confirmed are invited to attend a series of 

confirmation classes with the Rector. 

First Holy Communion 

In recent years we have held a First Communion group to prepare children age 7+ to receive 

their first Holy Communion. The possibility of gathering a year 2 group at the Infant School is 

promising for the future! 
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MISSION ACTION PLAN 

 

In 2018, after a thorough process, we renewed our Mission Action Plan. Our mission 

priorities are focussed on the five areas:  

a. Nurturing Christian Faith and Service 

b. Developing our Musical Heritage 

c. Growing our provision for those in later life 

d. Growing our provision for children and families 

e. Investing in our church and managing our resources 

 

Our Mission Statement - To be a beacon, shining as a light… Sharing the love of God in 

Christ for all. 

Values - Listening, Learning, Loving 

Vision - To take steps to grow St Peter’s through our worship and music, to serve one 

another, to exercise good stewardship of our treasures, and to try new things, seeking God’s 

kingdom in the power of the Spirit. 
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We are fortunate to have the excellent and valuable support of several experienced and 

dedicated committees that cover all aspects of the MAP and who report regularly to the 

PCC. 

A. FAITH 

St Peter’s has one commissioned SPA (Archdeaconry Southwark Pastoral Auxiliary) and 

one Lay Minister (Reader) who is due to be licensed in October 2020.  

Throughout the year, St Peter’s runs a number of courses and groups for people of all ages 

looking to enrich their faith, and share experiences, questions and our humanity in the light 

of Christ. We have run several Alpha courses, follow-up Alpha courses including ‘The Jesus 

Lifestyle’, and the Pilgrim Course, and have run a Lent Group in The Bull pub. Paul, our 

SPA, recently helped to run an Alpha course in HM Prison, Highdown. 

We also have a growing WhatsApp prayer group.  

   

 

B. MUSIC 

St Peter’s has a strong musical tradition. The church has a fine organ and a good quality 

grand piano.  The musical life of the church is of great importance to the congregation, who 

value the support of the choir, organ and orchestra to enhance our worship. 

Our robed and experienced Adult Choir sing on the second, fourth and fifth Sundays of the 

month. Many of the members are of the older generation and it is a challenge to recruit 

younger members. In 2019 we set up a new unrobed choir, the St Peter’s Singers, who sing 

on the first and third Sunday of the month. In 2019, our Choir Director of over 30 years 

retired so we face a time of musical change as we seek to recruit a new Choral Director. We 

are not finding this easy to date.  Our Music aim in our MAP is to build on all elements of our 

music and to open up and widen our musical opportunities to enable more people to 

participate.  

At our All-Age Eucharist on the first Sunday of the month we have a small, but growing 

orchestra who play alongside the St Peter’s Singers. 

We also have a small Junior Choir of children aged 6-16 who sing at special services 

throughout the year at Easter, Harvest, Christmas and our Patronal Festival. 

The organ was installed in the church in November 2002 by Peter Collins Ltd.  and came 

from the army barracks at Shorncliffe.  The entire cost of purchasing the organ, dismantling 

it, restoring, updating and installing it at St Peter’s, was met by an anonymous benefactor 

and was dedicated by the Bishop of Southwark on 7 December 2002.  It speaks with warmth 
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and clarity, and is capable of both the gentlest accompaniment and of inspiring a church full 

of singers in praise of God. 

Our current organist, Graham Powell, studied at the Royal Academy of Music, is an 

Associate of the Royal College of Organists, and has nearly 40 years’ experience of playing 

the organ and accompanying the Anglican liturgy.  

   

 

C. LATER LIFE 

Musical Memories 

On the Second Thursday of the month from 10.30am-12pm a Musical Memories group 

meets in the Millennium Room. This is a group that aims to reconnect those in later life, 

including those with dementia, and their carers, with music they have loved through singing 

and sharing memories. We have a regular pianist who accompanies the singing, but have 

also invited others (including a Ukulele group) to come and perform. The group is run by 

members of the congregation and Limpsfield Womens Institute, and is very popular with 

members of the congregation, and locals. The local care home, Wolfe House, also brings a 

number of residents along each month.  

 

 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.stpeterslimpsfield.org%2Fthe-organs-of-st-peters.html&psig=AOvVaw2y2_JbKn_W9_K3qN2WoGEd&ust=1588330566109000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCPjy7tn-j-kCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAK
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D. CHILDREN AND FAMILIES 

Messy Church 

We have a monthly Messy Church that takes place on the second Sunday of every month 

from 3.30-5.30pm in St Peter's Church and the Millennium Room. Since moving to a regular 

monthly pattern in September 2018, we have seen an increase in children attending and 

making it their main form of church. We see anywhere between 20 and 35 children attend. 

The age range of children attending is between 2-10, with children travelling from Limpsfield, 

Oxted, Hurst Green and sometimes further afield. Children enjoy an afternoon of crafts and 

activities around a particular theme, with a short time of worship followed by a meal together.  

On selected dates, weather permitting, we run a Messy Church Sports Club on the Glebe 

Meadow for those children who prefer running around to craftwork.   

                                                      

Children’s groups and little ones in church 

We have two children’s groups; Stepping Stones (for little ones) and Xplore (for school-age 

children) that offer around 35 minutes of activities based around our bible stories during our 

main 10am Eucharist. Children’s groups gather, term-time only, from September-July except 

on the first Sunday of the month (when it is our All-Age service) and second Sunday of the 

month (when children can stay in church and/or come to Messy Church in the afternoon). 

Children stay in church for the opening hymn before going out to the Millennium Room for 

their activities. They then return for communion or blessings with their families.  

We have a committed group of helpers who run the groups, but due to the changing nature 

of church attendance and other Sunday commitments, the numbers of children attending can 

vary at quieter times of the year or on half term weeks (the groups keep running throughout 

the year except the main school holidays at Easter, Summer and Christmas).  

On the first Sunday of the month there is an All-Age Eucharist. Children stay in church with 

their families and have an opportunity to join in leading the service, from welcoming people, 

reading, leading prayers and bringing up the bread and wine.  Our worship is accompanied 

by the St Peter's Singers, our unrobed choir, and orchestra. 

Children are always welcome in church. The Millennium Room 

adjoining the church is a nearby retreat for restless children – 

though some have much enjoyed doing laps! – with the sound 

system enabling parents to still be in contact with the service. 

We have recently set up a corner at the back of church with 

beanbags and children’s toys. 

Young families are sometimes nervous about noise, but genuinely very welcome, and it is 

widely acknowledged that all ages (including the youngest) bring their gifts. 
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E. RESOURCES 

Finance 

In addition to the Church the PCC is responsible for three community activities, the Church 

Hall, Glebe Meadow and Pavilion and the Parish News. 

In 2019, for the first time, the Accounts include a five year record for operational receipts and 

payments which show that our income has remained fairly stable but we are relying more on 

the amounts we receive from our Church Hall and income raised from leasing our Glebe 

Pavilion and Panda Nursery who have a home on the Glebe Meadow. Every year we pledge 

money to our Diocese of Southwark Parish Support Fund. St Peter’s is the highest 

contributor within the Deanery. We have increased our Diocesan Pledge by over £12,000 a 

year and it now represents 54% of our total income. Due to the age of our congregation who 

are regular givers, every effort is being made to increase this and encourage others within 

our church community to join the Planned Giving scheme every year.  

We own a house in the village (Padbrook) which is rented out to tenants.  

The end of year Accounts will be available on request. 

Clearly as with very many other churches our finances will be significantly affected by the 

current Coronavirus crisis and lockdown and there will be ongoing financial and other 

challenges from this situation.  

In addition, both our Treasurer and Assistant Treasurer will be retiring later in 2020 and we 

are actively praying for and making efforts to recruit their replacements.  

Millennium Room development 

In renewing our MAP in 2018, we decided to take forward a development project for the 

Millennium Room and link to our main church building. The Millennium Room presently hosts 

activities including our Sunday morning children’s groups, monthly Messy Church and 

Musical Memories groups which are both thriving and often at capacity, our community 

coffee morning, church meetings, courses and groups, Lent Lunches and choir practice in 

Winter. A full DAC delegation visited St Peter’s in June 2016, and again on 2 December 

2019, and both were supportive of the direction of travel of this project. We are well 

underway with plans to reconfigure this space, renew our facilities and add a small extension 

to invite, welcome and serve people in ways appropriate to our Christian hospitality, MAP 

goals and twenty first century standards for a public building. We are currently working 

towards a full faculty application which we hope to submit to Southwark DAC in June 2020 

(see the Investing in our Church paper). 

The completion of the Millennium Room project should not be a major burden for the new 
Rector given the support of our Project Manager, full PCC, churchwardens and members of 
our finance, fabric and communications teams. It will be a fruitful development for our future 
ministry and mission. We have allocated £220,000 to this project from funds realised by the 
sale of the old St Silvan’s building in Staffhurst Wood and will look to seek external support 
or sponsorship for some elements. We appreciate that the coronavirus crisis is bringing a lot 
of financial problems, including to the church, but we are resolved that this coming year will 
be the best time to complete this project, subject to quotations coming within budget.  
 
Church WiFi 

We have also been developing the technology in church and recently installed WiFi and will 

soon be installing a contactless card reader.  
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COMMITTEES 

 
Church Hall & Glebe  

The present St Peter’s Church Hall was erected in the 

1960’s when the previous hall was burnt down.  Careful 

maintenance has kept it in good condition and it is one 

of the best equipped halls in the Oxted/Limpsfield area.  

Although it is a church hall rather than a village hall, it is 

widely used on a daily basis by the community in 

general.  There is a large well-equipped hall, with a stage, kitchen facilities, WCs, car 

parking and a smaller Glebe Room, both available to hire for occasional or regular use by 

groups, organisations, or individuals for wedding receptions, children's parties or other 

events.  The main Hall, which accommodates up to 190 seated conference style or 100 at 

tables, is used regularly for meetings of the Fine Arts Society and Probus, rehearsals of the 

Operatic Society, dance and yoga classes, as well as an after-school club for children.  The 

Hall is managed by a small dedicated committee who arrange the bookings.  The PCC 

hopes to extend a lease from our Diocese giving us control of the Glebe Meadow until 2029. 

As part of our renewed MAP in 2018, we invested in improving the facilities in both the 

Church Hall, Car Park and Glebe Pavilion and are looking to increase our income from both 

venues over the next few years.  

In 2018, Panda Nursery vacated their area of the Hall and moved to a prefabricated building 

next to the Glebe Pavilion. Limpsfield Fitness now rent out the Glebe Pavilion. Both now pay 

us a Licence Fee.  

Use of these spaces and the resultant income are all seriously affected by the current 

Coronavirus crisis. 

Churchyard 
We are fortunate to have a beautiful, tranquil churchyard, very 
well maintained by volunteers. We have several famous 
musicians buried here including Frederick Delius, Sir Thomas 
Beecham, Norman Del Mar, the Harrison sisters, and Jack 
Brymer. 
 
There is a partnership with Limpsfield in Bloom and we have 
designated areas that are left wild as a conservation effort. 
 
The churchyard is open for burials and interment of ashes and we have a sexton to assists 
in the preparation of the ground for interment of ashes. To help fund its upkeep we raise a 
sizable sum each year in donations from our annual All-Souls’ service, to which about 200 
people are invited. 
 
Communications 

The Parish Office is a spacious room, with a meeting room table, desk, sofa, and small 

kitchen. There is an area at the back separated by partition doors for paperwork and 

photocopying facilities.  

We have a Church Coordinator, employed for 26 hours a week, who runs the Parish Office 

and all of our communications, including putting together the weekly notices, emails, 

newsletters, updating our website, social media (Facebook, Twitter and Instagram), and any 

additional communications materials and publicity.  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=http%3A%2F%2Ftheartssocietylimpsfield.org.uk%2FAboutUs%2FWhereWeMeet.aspx&psig=AOvVaw1NGWccPgbLR_Jfn0F3xskr&ust=1588332082052000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCKCvi6SEkOkCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD


13 
 

We have recently produced new Church and Churchyard Trails for all ages which we hope 

offer a good flavour of some of our treasures and the invitation to explore them.  

Our order of service is printed in full each week, and we provide a weekly notice sheet which 

is printed and sent out to around 200+ people electronically each week. We have been 

growing our email database and now also send out a monthly family newsletter. 

Two of the coordinator's weekly working hours are dedicated to helping St Andrew’s and St 

Mary’s with their communication. 

Fabric 

The Fabric Committee have oversight of the church building, and any maintenance and 

repairs. As part of the committee, there is a dedicated Health and Safety Officer who 

ensures we are compliant with current Health and Safety regulations. The last Quinquennial 

inspection was in 2016 and repairs are up to date. In 2019 a small steering group was set up 

to investigate the possible replacement of the church boiler, but we are redirecting the focus 

of this project and it is temporarily on hold in the light of the new Church of England motion 

for all churches to be carbon neutral by 2030. 

Ministry 

In 2019 a Ministry Team was set up in which people with responsibility for our worship and 

music, pastoral care and nurture of faith have a regular opportunity to meet, pray, share and 

plan together. We have met regularly and the team spirit is developing well.  

Parish News 

Parish magazines are delivered to around 1100 houses in the parish by a team of road 

stewards.   The magazine is published quarterly and is full of varied articles, including church 

news.   

Pastoral & Outreach 

Our Pastoral committee help to organise many things for the community, including the 

monthly coffee mornings, and plays a part in helping to run Musical Memories (with member 

of the Limpsfield WI). The committee chair takes flowers from the Val Darkin fund to anyone 

in the community who is ill, bereaved, or in need of comfort or at times of joy. There are a 

number of individuals who have been authorised to take home communion. 

Social 

Throughout the year we enjoy running a variety of social events, for all ages and to suit all 

interests. These are a great opportunity to have fun, invite friends and neighbours and bring 

together people from our church and community. 

There are some events that happen every year; for example 

the Big Paint in late January, a community painting event in 

the Church Hall; the Limpsfield Village Fete in June, jointly 

organised with Limpsfield Infant School; a summer BBQ in 

July for all ages on the Glebe Meadow; our annual Harvest 

lunch in St Peter’s Church Hall in October and Carol Singing 

around the village in December. 
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GROUPS AND ACTIVITIES 

 

Church Bells 

St Peter’s has a peal of 6 bells and an enthusiastic band of 

ringers. The tenor weighs 15cwt, so quite a heavy peal for a 

village church.  The oldest bell is the No. 3 which dates from 

1436. There is bell practice on Tuesday evenings and the 

bells ring every Sunday before the main 10am service, and for 

weddings and special occasions. Occasionally visiting bell 

ringers come to St Peter’s. From time to time we open up the 

tower for open mornings or afternoons. It is increasingly difficult to get people to join the 

band, but we continually encourage and advertise for more ringers.  

Altar Servers 

The dedicated team of Altar Servers are led by the Sacristan and the Verger. The team 

consists of eleven other Servers, six of whom are also Lay Assistants. (We have a total of 20 

Lay Assistants on the team). When there is an 8am Holy Communion service, we have one 

Server assisting. The Server usually reads both the lessons and administers the Chalice.  At 

the Parish Eucharist and the All-Age Worship services there are always three Servers, the 

Crucifer plus two Acolytes carrying the torches. The leading Server also administers one 

Chalice, whilst a Lay Assistant administers a second one.  

Sidesmen 

There are 30 sidesmen and women, with 2-3 serving at each Sunday Eucharist.  We also 

have a large rota of readers and intercessors.  

Flower Arrangers 

We have a committed team of flower arrangers who fill the church – except during Lent – 

with beautiful weekly arrangements for services. Weddings and other special occasions are 

all catered for. 

Church Cleaners 

A band of men and women meet once a month to polish, vacuum, dust and brush.  A labour 

of love. 

Mission Links 

The Croydon Episcopal area has a lively link with Zimbabwe and we are associated with the 

Diocese of Central Zimbabwe and in particular the church of St Michael and All Angels in 

Kwe Kwe.  

We collect food and other items for the Christ Church Brixton Road South London Food 

Bank.  

Several of our congregation volunteer for the local Link organisation which transports 

patients to hospital and other medical appointments.  

Every year we donate to a Harvest Appeal, Christian Aid, The Children’s Society and 

support a different chosen charity at our Carol Service.  
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ST PETER’S CHURCH – HISTORY AND LOCATION 

 

Our church building is a beautiful Grade I listed Norman church which has been at the heart 

of the Limpsfield community serving all people locally and beyond for over ten centuries.   

The first record of a church in Limpsfield is in the Domesday Book. Although no part of the 

original church survives today, the oldest part of the present church building is the south 

aisle and tower, thought to have been built around 1180.  

The church itself will seat up to 240 people with extra chairs added at Festivals.  

The musicians’ window by John Hayward is St Peter's newest stained-glass. It was 

commissioned and installed in 2007 to commemorate St Cecilia, patron saint of musicians, 

and celebrates the many eminent 20th century musicians buried in the churchyard.  

The church is set above the northern end of Limpsfield High Street (B269), just north of the 

A25.  

 
 

PARISH OF LIMPSFIELD AND TITSEY  

 

The parish of Limpsfield and Titsey stretches from the North Downs to the Weald of Kent in 

the south. It is close to the Pilgrims Way at the foot of the North Downs. Limpsfield borders 

the town of Oxted and is easily accessible by train (via Oxted station) and the M25/A25.  

St James’ Church Titsey, built in 1861 in NeoGothic style, is Grade II listed  and although 

now owned by and attached to the Titsey Estate the Benefice is united with that of Limpsfield 

and the church is still in use for occasional weddings and an annual Choral Evensong.   

St Peter’s Church has an Electoral Roll of 200 (as of 2019, and after the 6-yearly renewal). 
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LIMPSFIELD AND TATSFIELD TEAM 

Since 2010, St Peter’s has been part of the Limpsfield & Tatsfield Team Ministry with St 

Andrew’s, Limpsfield Chart and St Mary’s, Tatsfield. Each church is distinctive with its own 

separate parish, however together our churches have the common goal of celebrating our 

Christian faith and sharing God’s love with our communities, locally and beyond. 

The Team Ministry has been a gift for all concerned, offering strong mutual support between 

the team clergy who meet regularly for prayer and planning and also between lay leaders. 

We are fortunate in that we have a designated priest for each team church. There is a 

circulation of duties between the team parishes one Sunday every term, a joint 

communications coordinator, and a Team Council (of Churchwardens and other ministers) 

that meets three times a year, usually. 

St Silvan’s Staffhurst Wood was a daughter church of St Peter’s in the deep south of 

Limpsfield Parish, established well over a century ago for the farming communities there. In 

order to free up resources for the challenges of twenty-first century ministry and mission, St 

Silvan’s was closed in 2013 and the building sold.  

Our churches come together for Team services including on Ash Wednesday, services 

during Holy Week, Ascension Day, occasional Choral Evensongs and an Advent Carol 

service. We also have several Team social events throughout the year including a Team 

BBQ and Cricket Festival at Limpsfield Chart. 

CLERGY AND OTHERS WITH MINISTRY ROLES 

Team church Post Appointed to post 

Vacant St Peter’s, 

Limpsfield 

Team Rector 

Rev Vince Short St Mary’s, Tatsfield Team Vicar 2016 

Rev Paul Perkin St Andrew’s, 

Limpsfield Chart 

Minister-in-Charge 

(House for Duty) 

27 August 2020 

Rev Ruth Rainbird 

(retiring in June 

2020) 

St Andrew’s, 

Limpsfield Chart 

Assistant Priest OLM in 2011 

PTO in 2011 

Dr Sue Compton St Andrew’s, 

Limpsfield Chart 

Reader 1992 

Paul Budgen St Peter’s, 

Limpsfield 

SPA (Southwark 

Pastoral Auxiliary) 

2015 

Sarah Paxton St Peter’s, 

Limpsfield 

Trainee Lay Minister 

(Reader) 

due to be licensed 

in October 2020 



17 
 

 

TEAM MINISTRY FACTS AND FIGURES 

 

 St Peter’s St Andrew’s St Mary’s 

Approx. population of 

Parish 

 

2,700 850 1,900 

Electoral Roll 2019 

 

200 71 58 

Diocesan Pledge 2019 

 

£128,000 £28,000 £33,000 

Typical congregation at 

main service 

 

78 adults, 6 

children 

35 adults 28 adults, 5 

children 

Main Sunday service 

 

10am Eucharist 10am Eucharist 10am Eucharist 

Other regular Sunday 

services 

8am Holy 

Communion 

under review 

8am Said 

Eucharist 

11.30am 

Eucharist first 

Sunday of the 

month 

Christenings in 2019 

 

20 5 12 

Children admitted to Holy 

Communion in 2019 

 

10 0 0 

Confirmations in 2019 

 

0 0 0 

Weddings in 2019 

 

7 2 2 

Funerals in church in 2019 

 

11 2 13 

 

 

 



18 
 

ST ANDREW’S, LIMPSFIELD CHART 

 

St Andrew’s Church was built on Limpsfield Chart in 1896 in the Gothic Revival style to the 

design of Sir Reginald Blomfield and has a magnificent altar and reredos. From its 

consecration in 1896 until 2010, St Andrew’s was the daughter church of St Peter’s. On 1st 

May 2010 St Andrew’s became a separate parish with its own House for Duty Priest within 

the newly established Team Ministry of Limpsfield and Tatsfield. 

Limpsfield Chart comprises a majority of retired people of varying background, and a 

sizeable minority of professional families with young children. A majority of the St Andrew’s 

congregation are not residents of the Chart and come from Edenbridge (Kent), Hurst Green, 

Oxted and Limpsfield Village.  

On the Chart there is a public house, the Carpenter’s Arms, golf course, cricket ground and 

playground (built by a Lottery grant and public subscription on National Trust land and 

maintained by Limpsfield Parish Council). 

In due course we look forward to welcoming the Rev Paul Perkin who will become the new 

Minister-in-Charge and reside, with his wife Christine, at St Andrew’s House. 

Other services and activities 

Parish Eucharist at 10am every Sunday morning except the first Sunday of the month. 

8am Said Eucharist every Sunday (predominantly with several members who formerly 

attended St Silvan’s Church, Staffhurst Wood). 

On the first Sunday there is an All Age Eucharist when children and families are particularly 

encouraged to attend following their preparation at the Children’s Church the previous 

Monday. 

Wednesday Morning Prayers at 9am with lectionary readings are held in the Lady Chapel. 

Children’s Church meets at 3.30 on the last Monday afternoon with activities in the hall and 

Church, a story, song and prayer and further refreshments and activities in the hall.  

St Andrew’s members support the life of the community in a number of specific ways, 

including the Chart Newsletter (produced quarterly) and Friends of St Andrew’s. They also 

hold a number of fundraising social events throughout the year including the Chart Men’s 

and Ladies’ dinners, Chart Fair (organised jointly with the community), Autumn/Christmas 

Bazaars, Quizzes, Concerts, August Teas, Flower Festivals, Bridge Drives and an Annual 

cricket match.  
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ST MARY’S TATSFIELD 

 

St Mary’s Church building is a Grade II listed small church dating back to c.1075 set in a 

large churchyard with magnificent views over Kent and Sussex. 

Tatsfield (Surrey) sits on the top of the North Downs on the boundaries of the administrative 

areas of Surrey, Kent and Bromley. It preserves a rural identity, supported by Green Belt 

policy. There is some farmland within the parish together with a golf course. At the centre of 

the village is a green and pond together with a tearoom/shop, a pub, the Village Club, and a 

restaurant with B&B accommodation: there is also a village hall and meeting room, and a WI 

Hall. Outside the centre are a recreation ground and scout hut.  There is also a very active 

allotment association. In addition, there is a state primary school, a pre-school, and a day 

nursery. The church is situated well outside the centre of the village.  

The village has about 740 dwellings. Some former social housing is now mostly owner-

occupied. The residents are mostly “middle income”, working in Croydon, Bromley, London 

etc. 

Other services and activities 

Parish Eucharist at 10am every Sunday.  

On the first Sunday there is a family service called ‘Open the Bible’ followed by a said 

Eucharist at 11.30am. 

Tots on Top toddler group meets every Monday morning, except bank holidays, in the 

Millennium Hall. It is also used by two art groups on a weekly basis. 

Church teas, every Sunday from May-September. 

A very popular bi-annual flower festival is held in the church. Tatsfield, like Limpsfield, is very 

involved with the annual South & South in Bloom (part of Britain in Bloom) and has won 

many gold medals.  

Like St Peter’s, St Mary’s supports the Food Cupboard at Christ Church Brixton. St Mary’s 

also occasionally supplies food to the Westerham Food Bank.   

Tatsfield have their own Parish Magazine which is delivered to every home in the parish. 

Tatsfield School PTA organise a very popular Beer Festival as an annual fundraiser every 

September that attracts a large amount of people from far and wide.  

In addition to the Remembrance Sunday service in church, an annual Act of Remembrance 

on the village green takes place on the nearest Saturday. 

 

The Rev Vince Short, with his wife Veronica, 

have been based in Tatsfield since 2016. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.geograph.org.uk%2Fphoto%2F1202615&psig=AOvVaw2lmuf4oL7kGKRYYMSL7aGy&ust=1588273784609000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCJD38ourjukCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
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CHURCHES TOGETHER IN OXTED & DISTRICT 

 

St Peter’s, St Andrew’s and St Mary’s are members of the covenant of Churches Together in 

Oxted and District (COTD). 

CTOD provides many opportunities to worship, pray and study with people from other 

churches in Oxted and district.  

Every year during Lent people are invited to join an ecumenical Lent group. Over five weekly 

sessions, participants meet in private homes, to explore and discuss a different topic on the 

Christian faith as a way of preparing for Easter.  

Also affiliated with Churches Together in Oxted and District is the TIC TOC (Together in 

Christ, Toddlers of Oxted Churches) group. This is an ecumenical group which meets on 

Mondays between 10.15-11.45am during term time. Each week there is a different 

discussion or talk. Carers or parents with preschool children are welcome to bring their 

children along to play during the talks. 

On the second Monday of each month at 7am there is a Christian Men’s Prayer Breakfast at 

Beadles Lane Chapel, Old Oxted. There is coffee and light continental breakfast followed by 

a short study or reflection and shared prayer time. 
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GOING FORWARD 

 

Early in 2020 we installed WiFi in our church with the intention of using this to facilitate 

streaming of live services. During the current Coronavirus situation, we are streaming the 

Sunday and mid-week services from the parish office and these are proving popular with an 

increasing number of viewers. This is opening our eyes to exciting possibilities for the future 

in exploring alternate ways of "being church”. We will be seeking external sponsorship for a 

technology project that will enable us to set up a streaming operation so that we can 

continue to stream services in church when it reopens, with plans for a portable smart TV for 

presentations in the Millennium Room and Church, and an upgrade to the existing video and 

audio systems to enhance the experience of the congregation.  

We have established a thriving volunteer force during the crisis to offer help in any way to 

the housebound, vulnerable and those in any other need.   

We are at an exciting moment in our ministry with: 

• the ongoing plans for our new Millennium Room looking promising,  

• the new WiFi installation in the church with many ideas for its potential use in new 

ways of being  church beyond the building itself,  

• a new House for Duty priest to start at St Andrews as soon as an easing of current 

Coronavirus conditions permit, with his own refreshingly different ideas for that parish  

• and new plans for opening up wider music possibilities with an already strong and 

established music tradition.  

We don’t underestimate the challenges: 

• Finding a new Choral Director 

• Succession planning for replacement Treasurer and Assistant Treasurer 

• Seeing the planned Millennium Room extension to completion post Coronavirus  

  

* 

THE RECTORY 

A well designed Rectory, built just over 20 years ago with 4 bedrooms, a sitting room, 

separate dining room, large spacious kitchen and utility room.  There are two 

bathrooms/toilets and a downstairs cloakroom. There is a large study separated from the 

adjoining Parish Office, by a locked door.  The Rectory has a spacious 2 car garage and a 

sunny and reasonably sized garden with some mature trees. There are pleasant views from 

the back of the Rectory across the Glebe Meadow. 


