
Edgbaston and Warley deanery profile 

On 1 March 2020 the new deanery of Edgbaston and Warley came into formal being 

through a Bishop’s Order, following considerable diocesan and local consultation.  The aim 

is to form a larger deanery unit which will have more resources to share and celebrate our 

diversity in Christian unity, ministry and mission.  Under the People and Places Framework 

the new full-time Area Dean will work alongside access to enhanced resources for parishes 

supporting book-keeping, buildings and HR functions.  Through 2020 and beyond, there will 

be an agreed process to shape and ‘launch’ this new deanery within C of E Birmingham.   

The deanery of Edgbaston and Warley runs from the partly-suburban area very close to the 

centre of the diverse city of Birmingham, to the heart of the Black country, with its 

particular culture and industrial heritage. The considerable socio-economic range of the 

deanery is reflected in the housing stock, which includes Victorian terraces, outer estates 

and retirement villages. The deanery encompasses significant institutions: the Queen 

Elizabeth Hospital is a major centre for health and medical and nursing education, and a 

major local employer. Another ‘super hospital’ is due to be built at Cape Hill.  

This deanery is very religiously diverse, although with large parts on the west of the deanery 

that are predominantly secular or post-Christian. with significant Muslim and Sikh 

communities present in many parishes as well as small Jewish and Hindu communities. 

There has been very large and significant Sikh presence in Smethwick for many years with 

one of the country’s largest Gurdwaras situated next to Holy Trinity Church. The 

demographics of the area are rapidly changing with an increasing Muslim population and a 

growing number of Mosques and other Muslim organisations. There is a strong interfaith 

work in the area with projects such as Faithful Friends and Women First being active and 

influential beyond the diocesan boundary. The local churches play a significant role in this 

work and in maintaining good links with different faith and cultural groups. 

The presence of the University of Birmingham brings a transient population of 30,000 

students, including international students. Together with the University staff, they 

contribute to the rich diversity of our already inter-cultural communities, and offer 

connections with other parts of the Anglican Communion. The Roman Catholic Newman 

University is situated on a campus in Bartley Green, and the Queen’s Foundation in 

Edgbaston trains both Anglicans and Methodists for a range of ministries and is a centre for 

theological research, particularly through its links with the university Faculty of Religion and 

Theology at VU Amsterdam. 

The deanery is close to national transport routes, with the M5/M6 interchange at the 

western end, and two commuter railway stations at Langley Green and Rowley Regis link 

with Birmingham and Stourbridge. 

The population size means that there are a considerable number of schools, with several 

independent schools in the Edgbaston area, including the nationally renowned Elmhurst 

Ballet School. St Michael’s Church of England High School is in Rowley Regis; this location 

means that pupils are drawn from beyond the diocesan boundary. The local incumbent is 

http://www.godgeleerdheid.vu.nl/nl/onderzoek/graduate-school/index.aspx


very involved in the life of the school, and Rowley Learning Campus also hosts the 

Westminster School which is a special school for pupils aged 7-19.   

There are three Local Authorities responsible for different parts of the new deanery – 

Birmingham City Council, which is the largest Local Authority in Europe, Sandwell, and 

Dudley. Many of the churches are actively engaged in welcoming and supporting asylum 

seekers and refugees, particularly in the Cape Hill area. There is significant economic 

deprivation within the new deanery, and a number of significant partnerships are in place 

with charities, such as Smethwick CAN (Community Action Network) which is based in the 

Holy Trinity Smethwick. There are church-based community centres in Weoley Castle and in 

the Dorothy Parkes Centre at Old Church Smethwick, and several other churches host 

community groups and activities. 

The churches in the deanery represent the full range of Anglican tradition and type, from 

charismatic evangelical to traditional Catholic, and from partly gathered congregations to 

local churches serving the estate for which they were built.  

The Chapter and Synod of the new deanery will be developing their arrangements for 

meeting and support alongside the new Area Dean.  Both former deaneries have 

traditionally had a strong ethos of clergy and lay support and both are keen to extend that 

to each other in their new arrangement.  

 

 

 

 

 


