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Welcome 
Welcome to Mariners Church Gloucester! We hope you enjoy reading this 
document, and please do get in touch if you have any questions.  It is worth pointing 
out that this describes our church before we were locked down due to Covid-19. 

About Us 
Mariners Gloucester is a Charismatic Evangelical Anglican Church located in the 
docks area of the city.  The Church was founded as an extra-parochial seamen’s and 
watermen’s mission in the 1840s and has remained outside the Parish system. We 
occupy a grade II listed chapel, which attracts a number of visitors, and a grade II 
listed church hall nearby.  We have no ground outside of these buildings and we do 
not have a house for the Minister and family.   
 
We have a church family which has grown from 7 to over 150 children and adults in 
the last 8 years, so have outgrown our chapel and meet on Sunday morning at a local 
school. We also hold services in the chapel on Sunday evenings, which are run and 
attended by our younger members, and these services often attract the passing 
public into the chapel.  
 
When the chapel opened Gloucester was a thriving inland port and the church was 
proactive in seeking to serve the spiritual and practical needs of the docks 
community.   This included literature in foreign languages and services on board 
vessels.  The work expanded with the acquisition of the hall to include education 
and also a coffee shop as an alternative to the local Beer houses and Alehouses.  The 
mission focus remains while the docks now host residential flats, leisure boating and 
tourism.   Mariners was once referred to by the then Bishop as ‘an eclectic 
congregation for whom the lowest of our low churches is too high’; our current 
worship reflects this with a minimum of liturgy.  Recent influences have been from 
Holy Trinity Church, Brompton along with some teaching from Bethel Redding and 
Ellel Ministries.   Our church family has come from a variety of denominations and 
backgrounds and lives across the Gloucester area.   

The worshipping community of Mariners' Church forms part of the parish of 
Hempsted with St Mary de Lode and St Mary de Crypt, Gloucester which in turn 
forms part of the benefice of Gloucester City and Hempsted, but it is independent of 
it.  Church Society, a registered charity, holds the head lease of the church building 
and its status is that of a proprietary chapel.  Church Society has the right to appoint 
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whomsoever they wish to minister there provided that if such a person has been 
ordained in the Church of England, they must be authorised by the Bishop of 
Gloucester.  We have a good relationship with both the Diocese and the Church 
Society. 

 
Outside the Parish system we are responsible for the stipend of the Minister and do 
not pay a parish share. As there is no house provided, we provide the standard 
housing allowance for the Minister. In 2017 we became a Charitable Incorporated 
Organisation under the name Mariners Gloucester (charity number 1176219), with 
the Church Council becoming Trustees. The Minister is ‘Ex Officio’ a Trustee. 
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Our Vision  
‘God’s Kingdom Come’ 

 
Jesus taught us to pray ‘Your Kingdom Come.’ Jesus said, ‘Seek first the Kingdom of 
God’ (Matt 6.33). The Kingdom is the King’s domain, where God rules and reigns. It 
includes all of heaven and parts of earth (i.e. where his people are). Mariner’s Vision 
is to see God’s Kingdom Come in Gloucester, the lost saved, the sick healed and the 
oppressed set free. 
 
Above all things, we value God’s presence (by his spirit) in us, on us, with us and 
among us. When He (The King) comes, He brings His Kingdom with Him. He wants 
‘His Kingdom to come in GL1’ but we also want a wider impact as our people live 
and work across the region and carry his presence and Kingdom with them.  
 
How does it work in practice? We want to keep the main thing the main thing-
hosting the presence of Jesus the King. When He comes, the lost are saved, the sick 
are healed and the oppressed are set free. Our main goals in implementing our 
vision are centred on our three relationship priorities: 
 
 

1. Worship: we worship God the King, keeping 
Him at the centre of all we do (UP) 
 

2. Wellbeing: we do life and faith together, an 
expression of God’s Kingdom on earth (IN) 
 

3. Witness: we partner with God to lead people 
into His Kingdom (OUT) 

 

  

WITNESS WELLBEING 

WORSHIP 
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Our Values 
We aim for our values to be those of the Kingdom of God – the values that Jesus 
taught us.  There are a few that are particularly important to us: 

 
HIS PRESENCE. One of our priorities is to make space for God as we gather 
together. It is not enough merely to know about Him; we long for His intimate 
presence because ‘one touch from the King can change everything’. Worship is a key 
element of this. 
 
FAMILY.  We support each other and stick together through good and bad times. As 
a church, we are a family far more than an organisation. God calls us into His family 
as His adopted children. We are therefore brothers and sisters. 
 
TRANSFORMATION.  We long to see lives transformed by the power of the Gospel.  
We also seek to create an environment where God can heal us from past hurts, and 
can transform our thinking, speech and actions.  This enables us to live a renewed 
and exciting life, and enables us to fulfil all that God has called us to.  
 
 
We seek to be led by the Holy Spirit in everything we do.  During this time of 
lockdown, God has been speaking to us as a church and as individuals, and 
reminding us how important it is to ‘be still and know that I am God’.  So, although 
the rest of this document describes what Mariners Church looked like before 
lockdown, we recognise that we could look quite different as we emerge from 
lockdown.  We sense that the Holy Spirit wants to lead us into new things, and this 
may well result in us laying down some of what we did before.  
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Locations 
Where we meet throughout the week.  
Mariners Church (The Docks, GL1 2EN)  
The Chapel was opened in 1849 and retains many of 
its original features. It can seat about 110 people. We 
use the chapel for our Sunday evening ‘Dockside’ 
celebrations. These sessions last 60 minutes and are 
open to all. On the first Sunday of the month we 
simply worship and pray as we seek to encounter 
God afresh.  
 

King’s School (Gouda Way, GL1 2DA) 
We use Kings for our Sunday morning celebrations 
as we have outgrown the Chapel. About 130 people 
attend, and these involve contemporary worship 
and Bible teaching relevant to our everyday lives. 
The celebrations last about 90 minutes followed by 
refreshments, with a monthly bring and share lunch. 
There are separate groups for children & young 
people as well as a creche.  
 

Mariners Hall (Llanthony Road, GL2 5QT) 
The Church Hall building comprises a large hall 
suitable for groups of up to 50, a lounge for groups 
up to 10, two offices, a small upstairs room, a well-
equipped kitchen, and toilets.  In addition, there is a 
self-contained 3-bedroom flat which is rented out to 
single people who are usually members of Mariners.  
 
The large hall is used for a number of events each 
week, including outreach:  Mini Mariners, The 
Galley and Alpha (see later).  The two offices are 

normally used by the administrator and the Minister and the upstairs room is 
currently a permanent prayer space available to the church family 24 hours a day.  In 
2019, Mariners were awarded a substantial grant to renovate the outside of the Hall 
as part of the Gloucester City Regeneration initiative.  This has enabled the 
renovation of the external stonework and the replacement of most of the external 
windows facing the street.  
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The City of Gloucester  
Gloucester is a city located between Bristol to the south and Birmingham to the 
north, on the border with Wales and next to the M5 motorway. It has all the 
amenities that would be expected in any city, with the advantage of the unparalleled 
countryside of the Cotswolds on the doorstep.  
 
The cathedral city of the Cotswolds, Gloucester has its roots stretching back to 
Roman times and has continued to be an important English city, boasting over 2,000 
years of history. Once the country's most inland port, the city has seen 
unprecedented and vibrant regeneration in the last decade, after a number of years 
of stagnation.  Much of the regeneration, which is still in progress, has focused on 
the city's historic docks, although areas in the City Centre are in the bottom quintile 
for deprivation.  
 
In 2015, Gloucester was a host city for the Rugby World Cup, with the country's 
most passionate rugby fans welcoming visitors from across the globe. 
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Life Groups & Interest Groups                                                                 
                                                                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mentoring  

 

 

 

At Mariners, we encourage our 
members to be in a mentoring 

relationship with a Christian 
who is further on the Christian 

journey than themselves. 
Mentoring provides a means of 

being intentional about growing 
in your Christian faith.  
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Ministries 
Men: We have various gatherings 
throughout the year for men including 
men’s devotional nights, curry nights, 
and regular socials over a fry up at 
Toby Carvery.  

Women: We have various gatherings 
throughout the year for women. 
Delight is the weekly term time 
women’s ministry taking place 
between 10am-12pm on Thursdays in 
the Mariners Hall. We also have 
regular socials over breakfast and weekends away.  

Kids: Our vision is to see children and young people encounter Jesus, enjoy 
belonging to the church, and be equipped for a life of Jesus! The children’s groups 
are led by a team of dedicated volunteers who facilitate age appropriate, fun, and 
safe sessions that are designed to cultivate their journey of faith. We are committed 
to excellent safeguarding practices across the life of the church.  

Youth: Our two main events are Base Camp, happening every other Friday, and 
Download, which takes place on Sundays during the AM celebration at King’s. Base 
Camp is an action packed, fun filled evening that is great to invite friends along to. 
Download is all about teaching the Bible in ways that are accessible and highly 
practical.  

Students and Young Adults: The ‘Dockside’ rebranding of our Sunday evening 
service was aimed at this group and used young adult speakers and leaders from the 
congregation.  With ongoing development of student accommodation nearby, we 
aim to develop our ministry in this area.     
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Serving  

We have an incredible team of over 60 volunteers. Whether it’s the worship team, 
production, coffee, helping out with children and young people, or welcoming 
guests, our church family give their time and resources by being members of our 
Serving Teams.  
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Community 
Mini Mariners: A ministry to parents with pre-
schoolers, providing an opportunity for children 
to play and parents or carers to meet up for 
refreshments and chat.  This meets on Tuesday 
in term time at Mariners Hall from 10.00-
11:30am.  

 

The Galley: A ministry to the homeless and 
disadvantaged in Gloucester. Our guests receive a hot meal and form friendships 
with our team of enthusiastic volunteers. This takes place on Friday mornings in the 
Mariners Hall from 11.30am to 1.00pm. 

 

T-Junction Café: This happens every Thursday, 2.30pm-4.30pm. It is an extension to 
the Galley ministry, and offers a relaxed, cafe style environment for guests, with the 
opportunity to talk more deeply if they wish to. 

 

Christians against Poverty (CAP):  We are a partner in a small CAP centre in the city 
and have run a CAP job club, something we would like to repeat when 
circumstances allow.   

 

Other involvement:  Mariners has been proactive in working with other Churches in 
the city. These include the Gloucester Churches Together network, Street Pastors, 
Healing on the Streets, a mission to the homeless (Gloucester City mission) and a 
Counselling charity (Listening post).   
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Mission Partners 

Mariners aims to give away 10% of its income every year.  Currently we support 
missionaries who work in Spain, with YWAM (Youth with a Mission), and Wycliffe 
Bible Translators.  We also financially support a number of local Christian charities 
such as the Gloucester Food Bank, Street Pastors, Gloucester City Mission, and the 
CAP Debt Centre. 

Outreach 
Outreach is very important at Mariners. In addition to the Galley and T-Junction 
ministries described above, our other ministries for outreach are Visitor Outreach 
and Alpha.  We run Alpha courses two to three times per year, usually at Mariners 
Hall, but sometimes in a member’s home, depending on the number of course 
participants. Dinner is provided.  A good number of our current church members 
have come to faith through an Alpha course. 

Our visitor outreach team operate in the chapel and engage with the many visitors 
who come to the chapel using a short questionnaire. To date, there have been 
numerous testimonies of physical healings and referrals to Alpha courses. More 
often than not, our visitors have been receptive to 
and grateful for the offer of prayer. 

In June 2019 we had the privilege of organising ‘Just 
One’. Just One was all about local churches joining 
together to proclaim a message of hope. It was an 
evening full of inspirational stories, praise and 
worship, a Gospel choir and a message from well-
known evangelist, J. John.  We also join with a 
number of these local churches in January each year 
to pray for our city. 

In September 2019 we were delighted to invite Johan 
Ackermann, Head Coach of Gloucester RFC, to our 
special guest service.  
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Prayer at Mariners 
Our permanent prayer space is available 
24/7 for individuals or groups to sign up 
and commit to pray for an hour or more. 
Other prayer ministries at Mariners 
include:  

Rise. Taking place on Wednesday 
between 7.30am-8:30am. We share coffee 
and toast, then break bread and pray 
together. 

Kingdom Come. This comprises 
breakfast, worship and prayer on the 
2nd Saturday of the month from 8.30-
10am in the Hall.  

Prayer Chain. Prayer requests are 
included on a prayer chain and emailed 
around for members of the church to 
pray.  

 

Beacon Prayer. This ministry provides an opportunity for deeper (extended) prayer 
by appointment led by people specially trained for this ministry. Here, people find 
freedom from longstanding or deep-seated issues that have been holding them back 
in their walk with God. This is an invaluable discipleship tool at Mariners for 
anyone. 

Prayer Partnerships. We encourage members to organise themselves into prayer 
partnerships/triplets and meet regularly to pray for one another. These can bring 
support and encouragement, that sense that someone is cheering you on. 

Praying for Leaders. On the last Monday evening of the month, a session is run to 
pray for the Mariners' leaders.  
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Who’s who in Mariners. 
 
Senior Leadership Team (SLT).   We do not have Churchwardens at Mariners; 
the previous Minister appointed a Senior Leadership Team to support him in the 
spiritual direction and leadership of Mariners.  Currently our Assistant Minister, Seb 
Cummings, heads the SLT.  The other members of the team are Seb’s wife Isla, Steve 
and Cathy Smith and Meg Roberts. 
 

Mariners Trustees.  In 2017, Mariners became a Charitable Incorporated 
Organisation with the Church Council becoming Trustees. The Minister’s stipend is 
paid by the Trustees for performing the duties of the Office.   The current Chair of 
the Trustees is Brad Ainslie, the other members are Rob Kingston (Treasurer), Steve 
Smith (also an SLT member), Richard Evans (Buildings), Pat Prosser (HR) and Amy 
Westall (Safeguarding). 
 

Other Leaders.  We have an amazing and enthusiastic team of volunteers who 
lead our Life Groups and also the other Ministries and teams of Mariners -Worship, 
Audio Visual, Hosting & Refreshments, Alpha, Galley, Youth, Kids, and Mini-
Mariners. 
 

Salaried Staff.  The current paid staff are Seb Cummings (full time) and Kate 
Taylor (part time).  Kate is our Church Administrator, and also the cleaner for our 
two buildings. 
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Mariner’s Finances 

As Mariners is not part of the parish system of the Gloucester Diocese, it receives no 
financial support from the Diocese and does not pay a Parish Share.  Hence it is 
entirely funded by its members, who give generously mainly via monthly standing 
order.  A collection is also made at our Sunday morning celebration, and there is a 
collection wall box in the Chapel. The accounts for 2019 are attached; at present they 
wait independent examination due to the demands of lockdown on our independent 
examiner.    Our expected income for 2020 is expected to be lower at around £140,000 
excluding any grants or one-off gifts. Some of the unallocated reserves at 31/12/2019 
have been used to fund our share of the Hall renovation. There were trusts set up in 
Victorian times for the work of Mariners. The Church Society is now the trustee of 
these trusts, and owns the freehold of the Church hall and the Head lease of the 
Chapel along with some investments.   

Chapel Re-ordering Project  

The Mariners Chapel is in a very strategic location sited in the middle of the 
revitalized Gloucester Docks and next to the Quays Retail Centre.  It is open during 
daylight hours, and many people visit the Chapel.  People also walk into the Chapel 
when services are being held. 

The Chapel is lacking some facilities, it has no toilet, and also does not have proper 
kitchen facilities.  A project has been underway for a number of years to support the 
re-ordering of the Chapel, without losing its essential character.  The planned 
improvements include the installation of a disabled toilet and kitchenette, and 
improvements to the lighting, heating, and audio-visual system.  It is planned to 
replace the pews with seats to allow the Chapel to be used much more flexibly.  
Some repairs on the building fabric arising from the most recent quinquennial 
inspection are also planned. 

So far the plans have received outline Faculty approval.   The project is now at the 
stage where the design is being finalized prior to detailed costings and quotations 
being obtained.  Some funds have been raised, but considerably more funding will 
be needed and an approach to the National Heritage lottery fund is contemplated.  
The project has been paused at present until a new Minister has been appointed. The 
docks area benefits from other heritage assets such as the National Waterways 
Museum and the church is represented on the City’s Heritage forum.    
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What we are looking for in our Minister: 
 

 A clear passion for God, His Church and the local community. 
 

 A Spiritually mature, Spirit-filled Christian, devoted to prayer and worship, 
meeting the character qualifications of 1 Timothy 3 and Titus 1. 
 

 Expects the Holy Spirit to be active in the world and church today, and is 
willing and able to help us all to grow in the gifts and fruit of the Holy Spirit. 
 

 Believes the Bible to be the Word of God and is committed to teaching its 
truths. 
 

 Will lead us in reaching out to those outside the church through evangelism 
and social transformation ministries. 
 

 Encourage and challenge us to grow in discipleship as a body of believers and 
as individuals with inspirational biblical teaching, corporate prayer, worship, 
pastoral care and fellowship being central. 
 

 Be team focused sharing and enabling others to be fully involved in the work 
of the church.  This includes working well and collaboratively with the Senior 
Leadership team and Trustees. 
 

 Sensitive to different outlooks and ways of doing things.  
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Gifts and Skills  

Essential 

• To have and maintain a growing relationship with God through a 
regular discipline of bible study, prayer and waiting on God. 
 

• Effective collaborator, team player and team builder but who can also 
work on their own and take initiative and responsibility. 
 

• Good inter personal skills and confidence with dealing with a variety of 
stakeholders. 
 

• An encouraging, motivating, clear and effective communicator. 
 

• Flexible and cooperative team leader, who is willing to respond positively 
to constructive challenge and take on board feedback. 
 

 Experienced in pastoral care and sufficiently knowledgeable to know what 
resources are available that might help an individual. 
 

 Knows and understands the applicable Safeguarding requirements and 
responsibilities. 
 

• Committed to their own personal and spiritual development, and willing 
adapt to change and take on new ways of working. 
 

• A high degree of confidentiality and wisdom. 
 
Desirable 

 Happy to communicate in various ways and comfortable with social media. 
 

 With the security and authenticity to share life in vulnerability within the 
church family.  
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Recent events 
The unplanned departure of the Minister at the end of February rapidly followed by 
the lockdown for Covid 19 has led to some loss of members with changes and 
challenges as well as opportunities.  The Church has refocused its collective activities 
with streaming of Sunday worship and youth ministry, with other Church family 
events organised using Zoom.  Positive effects have included rethinking what 
‘church’ is about, and has included a greater role for our life groups which now meet 
online.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



18 | P a g e  
 

 
 

Contact 

Mariners Church Office 

1A Llanthony Road, Gloucester, GL2 5QT 

Phone 

01452 540307 

Email 

info@marinersgloucester.org.uk 

Website 

marinersgloucester.org.uk 


