
Kings Norton, Moseley and Shirley Deanery Profile 

On 1 March 2020, the new deanery of Kings Norton, Moseley and Shirley formally came being through a 

Bishop’s Order, following considerable diocesan and local consultation.  The aim is to form a larger deanery 

unit which will have more resources to share and celebrate our diversity in Christian unity, ministry and 

mission.  Under the People and Places Framework the new full-time Area Dean will work alongside 

enhanced resources for parishes supporting book-keeping, buildings and HR functions, in addition to a 

Deanery Support Officer.  Through 2020 and beyond there will be an agreed process to shape and ‘launch’ 

this new deanery within C of E Birmingham. The new deanery has not yet been able to meet due to the 

COVI-19 restrictions; it may well wish to consider a new name, and a few churches along the northern 

boundary have yet to decide whether their mission is better served by membership of another deanery.  

The large deanery of Kings Norton, Moseley and Shirley is socially and economically mixed and as the map 

indicates, around half of the area consists of green space, with some very rural areas to the south and east. 

The deanery is largely residential, with a significant number of schools and Further Education colleges, and, 

in addition to the existing church primary schools, a new Church of England secondary school is being built 

in Yardley Wood and is due to open in September 2021. There are large retail outlets and the famous 

Cadbury World within the deanery, which encompasses areas of considerable deprivation including multi-

ethnic inner city parishes and poor outer estates, as well as affluent suburbs and villages.  For many years, 

the Longbridge car plant was a major local employer; following its closure, the redevelopment has centred 

on retail outlets and offices, with the promotion of light industry still awaited.  

The deanery links closely with other parts of the diocese and beyond, with the M5, M40 and M42 

motorways and proximity to the Birmingham Airport hub. There are currently good rail links into the city 

from much of the deanery and there are plans to reopen the West Midlands Railway Camp Hill Line into 

the city of Birmingham with stops at Moseley, Kings Heath and Hazelwell.  

The deanery varies from areas where there are low numbers of people from other faith backgrounds to 

areas with a rich and diverse religious mix. Moseley and Shirley have grown Muslim populations with 

smaller, but long-established Sikh and Hindu residents. Mosley and Hall Green have strong, long 

established interfaith work. A high percentage of Muslims live at the Northern end of the deanery where 

the biggest concentration of mosques is to be found.  

Whilst there are members of different faiths across Moseley and Shirley there are no Gurdwaras or Hindu 

Temples consequently, the Sikh and Hindu population travel to other parts of the city for worship. The 

demographics of the deanery are changing as people seek to move to more affluent areas resulting in 

increasing religious diversity in many parishes. 

There are a number of partnerships with other denominations and links through Churches Together 

groups. The churches represent the full range of Anglican tradition. They also vary in terms of size, and 

range from active to contemplative, with each valuing and blessing the other. The churches differ, too, in 

their approach to decision-making, from PCCs who would rarely, if ever, take a formal vote, to those with a 

sophisticated sub-committee structure. The varying demographic means that a flexible approach to the 

development of lay ministry will be vital, recognising the contributions and potential of individuals from a 

range of socio-economic and educational backgrounds.  

The size of the deanery presents the opportunity for collaboration between similar contexts in different 

locations, but will also require an imaginative approach to deanery synod, for example, which is likely to 

comprise around 120 people.  



There are four Local Authorities responsible for different parts of the new deanery – Birmingham City 

Council, which is the largest Local Authority in Europe, Solihull Metropolitan Borough Council, and 

Worcestershire and Warwickshire County Councils.  

The Chapter and Synod of the new deanery will be developing their arrangements for meeting and support 

alongside the new Area Dean.  All three former deaneries have traditionally had a strong ethos of clergy 

and lay support and are keen to extend that to each other in their new arrangement, whilst recognising the 

need for a varied pattern of meetings to be devised and developed. This will be important to minimise 

travel time and allow sufficiently small groups to be effective for mutual support and encouragement.   

 

 

 

 

 


