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The Anglican Diocese of Leeds comprises five episcopal areas, each coterminous with an 
archdeaconry. This is now one of the largest Dioceses in the country and its creation in 2014 
is unprecedented in the history of the Church of England. It covers an area of around 2,425 
square miles with a population of around 2,642,400 people. The Diocese comprises major 
cities (Bradford, Leeds and Wakefield) large industrial and post-industrial towns (Halifax, 
Huddersfield and Dewsbury), market towns (Todmorden, Harrogate, Skipton, Richmond,   
Ripon and Wetherby) and deeply rural areas especially in the Dales. The whole of life is 
here, along with all the richness, diversity and complexities of a changing world.  
 
Five area bishops (Bradford, Huddersfield, Kirkstall, Ripon and Wakefield and five           
archdeacons (Bradford, Halifax, Leeds, Richmond and Craven and Wakefield. assist the    
Diocesan Bishop (The Rt. Revd Nicholas Baines)  
 
The benefice, Hartshead with Hightown, Scholes and Roberttown, is at the centre of the 
Huddersfield Episcopal Area, in the Archdeaconry of Halifax. The Bishop of Huddersfield is 
The Rt. Revd Dr Jonathan Gibbs and the Archdeacon of Halifax is The Venerable                        
Dr Anne Dawtry.  
 
Our vision as a Diocese is about confident clergy equipping confident Christians to live and 
tell the Good News of Jesus Christ. For all our appointments we are seeking clergy who 
have a joyful and confident faith and with a commitment to church growth both numerical             
and spiritual.  

 
 



                                                 

                                                 Benefice Overview 

 

The villages of Hartshead, Roberttown, Scholes  and community of Hightown are close knit, 
semi-rural communities in the Spen Valley area of the Local Authority area of North Kirklees. 
Although on the outskirts of a former industrial area, the Heavy Woollen District, these days 
the villages feel pleasantly rural, whilst being within in easy reach of a number of vibrant local 
market towns. The benefice is central to the cities and larger towns of Leeds, Bradford,      
Huddersfield, Halifax and Wakefield, with easy access to the motorway network via the M62 
and M1.   

 

Historically the area has interesting links with the Luddite rebellion and with the literary Bronte 
family, Reverend Bronte having served as Curate at St. Peter’s and lived in Hightown before 
moving on via Thornton to his best known parish of Haworth. 

 

Hartshead and Roberttown became a United Benefice in 1999, being joined by Hightown and 
Scholes in a 2010 reorganisation when our previous incumbent was installed.  Since that time 
St. Barnabas in Hightown closed, the small congregation has successfully merged with    
Hartshead and the parish has been renamed Hartshead with Hightown.  Although the three 
churches operate as separate parishes, there is a lot of shared activity. There are joint ser-
vices whenever there is a 5th Sunday in the month and various events take place that are   
attended by members of all congregations. 

 

The vicar’s role is supported across the benefice by 2 Assistant Priests (both SSM), 3 retired 
priests, 4 Readers and 2 Lay Pastoral Ministers. 

 

All of the church buildings are in good repair, Hartshead and Scholes having a traditional     
layout with pews, whilst Roberttown has a more flexible internal space with movable chairs. 

 

The vicarage at Scholes is a detached property with garage next to the church. It comprises, 
kitchen, dining room, study, living room, four bedrooms and bathroom.  There is a small                 
garden to the rear and the church grounds to the front. 

 

Our facebook page is: Hartshead Hightown Roberttown Scholes   



 

 

The Priest we are looking for 

 

We are looking for a new vicar who will knit together the three parishes within the united     
benefice but also honour our individuality. He/ she will be expected to: 
 
 
Work with the benefice and its parishes to grow our congregations numerically 
 
Teach and encourage the congregations to deepen their faith and relationship with God 
 
Promote and grow lay leadership in line with the Diocesan vision and strategy, meeting  
 regularly with the churchwardens and ministry team 
 
Grow our work with schools, children and families so as to bring a new generation to faith 
 
Develop our worship planning groups and prayer for healing team 
 
Be committed to developing pastoral care so that those who are sick and housebound feel  
included in the life of the church 
 
 
In terms of personal characteristics we are looking for a priest who is: 
 
 A good listener 
 A skilled communicator 
 Good humoured 
 Is willing to try new things 
 Enjoys people 
 
 
We are not concerned with the age, gender, experience or marital status of our future priest. It 
is the qualities listed above that we need to continue the growth and development of our     
benefice. 

 

 



 

 

A vibrant, friendly and welcoming church with a growing  congregation that 
pays the parish share in full. The building is Grade 11 listed with well  
documented history and attracts visitors far and wide. Although the building is 
small, we have a well maintained church.   

• Rev. Patrick Bronte was  
  curate at this church during  
  the Luddite uprising in 1812.  
 

• It is believed that Robin  
  Hood made his last arrows  
  from the yew tree in our 
  Churchyard and is buried  
  nearby.   
 

St Peter’s Hartshead with Hightown 



On the third Sunday, the team leading                       
‘Prayer for Healing', is available to pray with and anoint 
members of the congregation.    

The church is open every Tuesday for morning      
prayer. 

 

Several members of the congregation meet at a                   
parishioners home for morning prayer and  lunch. 

 

 
The bible home group meets once a month and is 
led by members of the congregation..  

 

Worship  

 

Every Sunday we have Eucharist. 
On the first Sunday ,the worship group plays an active role in leading the      
service, choosing the hymns and leading the intercessions.    



 

 

Throughout the year, we support 4 charities  

Dewsbury women’s refuge,  

Forget Me Not Children’s Hospice,  

Our link parish Ryogoro in Rorya, Tanzania 

Batley Food Bank 

We also organise fundraising events for other charities such as Breast       
Cancer Now, Admiral Nurses and  McMillan Nurses.    
  

Members of the community maintain the churchyard along with            
the community Pay Back Team. 
   

 

The book club reads a variety of books followed by 
lively discussions. 

 

 

The knit and natter group comprises members from the church and the community 
who knit blankets for Tanzania, local women's refuge, clothes for premature babies 
and Twiddle Muffs for Alzheimer's / Dementia patients.  

 

Our doors opened for the heritage weekend which 

attracted many visitors. Social Committee organis-

es events such as Annual Garden Party, Quiz 

Nights and musical Evenings.  



 

ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH ROBERTTOWN 

 

 

 

About Our Parish 

 

The parish of Roberttown, with a population of some 2,800, lies on a ridge adjacent to the A62 Huddersfield to 

Leeds trunk road, about 7 miles north-east of Huddersfield, on the semi-rural fringe of the industrial northern sector 

of Kirklees.  It is centrally placed with easy access to surrounding towns and cities (Leeds, Bradford, Wakefield, 

Huddersfield and Halifax) as well as being close to a number of thriving small market towns (Cleckheaton,       

Heckmondwike and Brighouse). 

 

Roberttown is a long established village, surrounded by farmland, comprising a variety of small shops in its centre, 

including a twice weekly community post office hosted by the Church Charity Shop, some small light industrial/

technology units, and a nursing home, a complex of flats for older folk, and a mixture of old and modern housing. 

Almost 90% of housing is owner-occupied, (and there is little movement in the housing market locally).   The village 

school is a voluntary controlled Church School which is well regarded.  There is also a high school, 2 Pre-Schools, 

a day nursery and parentss and Toddlers group.   For children and young people there is a recreation area and 

skate park, as well as active Guides/Brownies/Rainbows and Scouts/Cubs/Beavers groups.  A wide variety of   

community groups are hosted at the church and adjacent community centre.  The village is also the location of          

Liversedge Cricket Club.  Our semi-rural location and network of footpaths make the village attractive to walkers, 

some of whom travel quite a distance to walk along designated footpaths such as the Kirklees Way and the Luddite 

Trail. 

About Our Church 

 

The parish church of All Saints’ was built in 1845 and stands in its own graveyard (which is closed apart from the 

interment of ashes) on the edge of the village centre.  The church has a single nave, a small Lady Chapel, a vicar’s 

vestry, and at the west end, a gallery with some seating and storage space.  The nave is a large and flexible space 

and this, along with a well-appointed kitchen and toilets (1 adapted for disabled users) enables the building to be 

used by a number of community groups.  

Two members of the congregation are volunteer musicians at weekly services, as well as additional services e.g. at 

Easter and Christmas.  A number of members of the congregation participate in a small informal robed choir, 

alongside members from Hartshead congregation, when requested for weddings and funerals. 



    

Our Weekly Coffee Morning 

The Church and its people 

There are 54 people currently on the Electoral Roll, 81.5% of whom live in the Parish. On a typical Sunday, our    

congregation will consist of 30-40 adults, with up to 12 children at Family Services.   

PCC members range from long established to relatively new church members.  It meets 6 times a year, plus the 

APCM and discusses and monitors all aspects of the work of the church. 

We have two SSM Assistant Priests.  Members of the congregation are involved in our worship through               

administering the chalice, leading intercessions, acting as sides people, etc.  A Worship Group plans the monthly 

Family Service and leads parts of the service.  There is a Benefice -wide Prayer for Healing Group and a member of 

our congregation visits the sick and elderly who are unable to attend church. 

Our tradition is best described as Modern Catholic and our worship and vestments reflect this. 

Sunday services include a monthly all age family service with Eucharist, Parish Eucharist on weeks 2-4 and a joint 

Eucharist in months with a 5th Sunday.  We also have 3 sessions of morning prayer and a mid-week said Eucharist.    

An earlier priest-in-charge produced our own sets of service sheets, based on Common Worship. 

We also host additional services at Christmas, Easter and Harvest, with our Harvest Supper being a popular social 

event. 

     

Harvest Festival 2019 

 

Harvest Supper 

 



The Church and our Community 

During the 12 months to December 2018, there were 8 Baptisms, 4 people confirmed, and 8 Funerals (of which 4 

were in church). The number of weddings in recent years has been affected by the on-going refurbishment and re-

decoration work, the poor state of decorating being off-putting.   It is anticipated that future years will see more wed-

dings once the redecoration is completed.   

Monthly informal services are held at the village nursing home and The Grange (a local secure housing complex for 

older people). 

We hold a very well attended weekly coffee morning which encompasses a wide age range.  This provides a good 

opportunity for people who do not attend services to socialise and to learn to feel ‘at home’ in church, as well as offer-

ing a social meeting space for young mums and an opportunity for those in a degree of social isolation to meet others 

and remain part of the community.   

Within the village the church has a well-established charity shop which is run entirely by volunteers, both from the 

church and the wider community.  The funds generated are ring-fenced for use on repairs and refurbishments to the 

church fabric.  Since its’ establishment it has raised over £44,000.   As well as its fundraising function, the shop has 

become a community hub.  It also hosts a twice weekly Post Office out-post for the village.   

 

 

The Faith Hope and Charity Shop 

Members of the congregation regularly donate to a local food bank - with an informal target of   

100 tins per week. 

We also host a range of community activities which act as fundraisers, whilst bringing the village 

together e.g. an annual Craft Fair, Christmas Fair, Fashion Show etc. 

The numerous community groups that meet weekly during term time include Keep Fit, Craft and 

Natter, Pop Choir, Guides, Brownies and Rainbows. We also host an annual display by the local 

Chrysanthemum Society and a Santa’s Grotto as part of the annual village Christmas Lights’ 

Switch On.  

 

 

 

 

The Pop Choir 

 



 

Craft Fair 

We have an active link with a parish in Mara in Tanzania, which was visited last year by one of our Assistant 

Priests.  More recently our donations have particularly supported the Mugumu Safe House, which offers shelter to 

girls who are at risk of Female Genital Mutilation.   

 

 

Mara Visit 

 

The Church and its Finances 

Finances are reasonably sound and clergy expenses are met in full, although we were unable to meet the whole of 

the Parish Share in 2018.   

We hold two appeals each year: one at Advent for an overseas charity, and one during Lent for a local cause.      

Envelopes are available to the congregation for donations to the annual Christian Aid appeal.   We also host a se-

ries of Lent Lunches, funds from which go to a designated charity. 

27 people host Children’s Society boxes which are co-ordinated by a member of the congregation. In 2019 the 

amount donated was £644. 

 

And finally…. 

 

We hope that this brochure will give you some idea of the life of the church in Roberttown.  The relatively low num-

bers on the roll disguise the fact that the church is an important and much-valued part of village life, and its mem-

bers are eager to make it accessible and welcoming to everyone. 

 

 



 

Our parish church is in the middle of the village which is mainly residential. Although situated 
in the heart of West Yorkshire, Scholes retains its village identity and the church is very much 
the centre of village life. The Church has lovely grounds and a large vicarage. 
 
Our main Sunday service is at 9.30am with a choir and servers. We have lay help with    
readings, intersessions and in administering the chalice.  The service also includes Prayer for 
Healing 
 
On the first Sunday in the month we have a much more informal service which is attended by 
the Brownies who also serve the coffee that day.    
 
On the second Sunday in the month we have Messy Church. 
 
During the week we have a communion service at 10.15am on a Wednesday morning. 
 
Our church has a sound system with loop.  

Church Activities: 
 
 Prayer For Healing  
 House Group 
 Bible Book Club 
 Pastoral Lay Ministry 
 Home Communion 
 Choir 
 Christingle 
 All Souls 
 Good Friday Activities 
 Good Friday Walk 
 Messy Church 
 Lent Groups 
 Women’s Meeting 
 Thursday Group 
 Shoppers Coffee 
 Gardeners 

St Philip  & St James’ Scholes 



Our Social Activities include:   

  Annual Parish Outing 
  Garden Fete  
  Santa’s Grotto 
  Christmas trip  
  Singles on Saturday  
  

  

We are extremely fortunate to have a church hall built on to the 

church with a kitchen, toilets and a store room. This building is very 

well used by both the church and the community. :  

  Uniformed Organisations 
  Quilting Group  
  Art Group  
  Lunch Club   
  Cheerleaders   
  Parties  

Financially we are reasonably healthy. We pay our parish share on time and in full. 

The church is in good order generally but we are having to do some work on the roof 

next Spring but we are  hoping to have the money to pay for this by then .  

  

We also aim to send 10% of our income to various charities, we support:  

 Children’s Society  
 Leprosy Mission  
 Tanzania  
 St George’s Crypt  
 Batley Food Bank  
 Community Payback.  



We feature on our Benefice Facebook page  

and A Church Near You  

https://www.scout-and-guide-shop.co.uk/Brownies-40


 

 

The Vicarage  

    The vicarage at Scholes is situated at the head of the church drive adjacent to the church. 
 

The interior consists of, on the ground floor,  living room, kitchen, dining room, study  cloak 
room and  toilet.  

 

Upstairs there are 4 bedrooms and a family bathroom.  
 

The vicarage also has a garage and utility area. To the rear is a small contained garden and 
to the front the vicarage looks onto the well maintained church grounds.  

  

 



Local Schools of Hartshead, Hightown, Roberttown & Scholes  

Scholes Village Primary School is a small village 
school at the heart of a local community, catering 
for children aged 3 – 11 years.   
The school encourages good manners and          
respect for everyone throughout the school,           
welcoming a friendly atmosphere of the school, 
which the school is careful to nurture. 
  The  maximum class size is 30.with approx.200 
pupils in the school. Scholes Village Primary 
School aims to be as ecologically conscious as 
possible. 

       

Hartshead is a historic village and the school  
has been a key part of it for well over a hundred 
years. 

Hightown Junior Infant & Nursery School is a                      
mainstream, state funded junior school. 

High Bank Junior Infant and Nursery School is a mainstream, 
state funded junior school.  

https://www.roberttownschool.co.uk/ 
The Junior and Infant School in Roberttown is CE Voluntary Controlled and has close links with 
the church.  It hosts 244 children in eight classes, offering a wide range of extra curricular       
activities, as well as daily Breakfast and After School Clubs.  In a SIAMS report in July 2019 it 
was rated Good with regard to Christian Vision and Excellent with regard to Christian Worship. 
https://www.myvle.cloud/media/roberttown/documents/roberttown-siams-8-july-2019-17-10-2019
-11-07.pdf 

Roberttown CE (VC) Junior and Infant School 

Older children feed into Spen Valley High School at the bottom end of 
 the village. It was judged a Good school in the 2017 OFSTED  
inspection. It is a truly comprehensive school, with students  
from all ability ranges. Every student, including those with  
significant social and emotional issues, is supported through 
their exams and beyond into further education, training and employment. 

https://www.roberttownschool.co.uk/
https://www.myvle.cloud/media/roberttown/documents/roberttown-siams-8-july-2019-17-10-2019-11-07.pdf
https://www.myvle.cloud/media/roberttown/documents/roberttown-siams-8-july-2019-17-10-2019-11-07.pdf


In summary 

 

     We are looking for a vicar who can relate to a wide range of people and who, together with the 
PCC’s and congregations, can lead us in our thinking and develop further our ideas of being a 
united benefice. 

 

     We hope that our new vicar through grace, prayer and action can lead us in developing loving 
relationships within and between our congregations as we seek to work together to live out 
and embody God’s loving purposes for the communities we serve. 

 

     We pray that our new vicar can develop within our church community a desire to explore     
further our individual and collective faith and worship. Leading us in refreshing our worship, 
our prayer life and deepening our knowledge and understanding of the faith we inhabit. 

 

     We would like our new vicar to lead by example but to be secure in the love and support of 
our congregations as we look forward to establishing and developing partnerships in our  
communities.  
 

     We hope/pray that through Loving, Living and Learning together we may grow in faith and in 
numbers. 

 

The challenge is not to do as we have always done or to be as we have always been but to be 
open to the new things that God’s love makes possible. 

 

If this challenge excites you as much as it excites us please hold us in prayer as you consider 
making a phone call to find out more. 

 

 

 

 


