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1 From the Bishop and the Archdeacon of Dorchester 

Welcome to the Benefice of Hanborough and Freeland. 
 
You will see from the pages that follow that these are vibrant and active parishes with a huge 
amount to offer in partnership with their next Rector. Each of the churches and congregations 
has its own distinctive style and approach to worship and parish life, from traditional Anglican 
thought and practice to evangelical, informal and relaxed. During the Covid-19 lockdown, the 
excellent team of clergy and lay people have been working together to develop online 
benefice-wide worship and pastoral care, which is making a positive contribution to how the 
parishes work together. 
 
The new Rector will (hopefully!) be arriving at a key time in the life of the benefice when it will 
be important to work out what the ’new normal’ looks like in terms of worship and mission. 
There will be a need to draw together not only the threads of different traditions but also 
ministry to a ‘mixed economy’ of new online worshipping communities and returning 
gathered congregations. Anyone coming here will need experience and skills in leadership and 
an ability to work across and appreciate this diversity. There is much to appreciate about 
parish ministry here, and opportunities to both deepen and grow the life of the church for the 
Kingdom of God.  
 
As a diocese, we are working to become a more Christ-like Church for the sake of God’s world, 
through being contemplative, compassionate and courageous. We want to make a difference 
in the world, including tackling the climate emergency. We want to grow disciples and to 
teach the Christian faith. We have an ambitious plan to grow 750 new congregations across 
the diocese, to grow a Christian presence on the many (some huge) areas of new housing 
across our three counties. We want to develop and grow ministry among children, young 
people and schools. We want to bless our largest and fastest growing city in the Diocese, 
Milton Keynes. This is an emerging and evolving vision, with which all clergy and parishes are 
warmly encouraged to engage, both in their own contexts and parishes and more widely, as 
we continue to dwell in God’s Word and discern his purpose for us. 
 
Thank you for your interest in this post. If you would like to talk with either of us, please do be 
in touch (bishopdorchester@oxford.anglican.org, archdeacon.dorchester@oxford.anglican.org). 
 
Every blessing as you discern whether God is calling you to serve here. 
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2 Our Mission 

2.1 Who we are looking for 

We are looking for a new Rector who is led by their relationship with God and has a real desire 
to extend His kingdom. You will be committed to faithful Bible preaching, and able to adapt 
your style to engage and inspire different audiences and deepen an understanding of God’s 
word.  You will need to employ these qualities in, and be comfortable in leading worship 
across, the wide range of styles and traditions in our Benefice.   
 
We are looking for someone who is gentle, respectful, supportive, and sensitive to our 
different congregations, and can lead us as a Benefice as we reach out to share the good news 
of Jesus Christ within our communities.  That includes a welcoming approach to offering 
occasional services. We want someone who will walk beside us on our spiritual journey, and 
nurture and encourage the further development of the ministry of all believers in our 
Benefice. (You can find a full person specification in section 8).   

2.2 Who we are and where we are now 

The Benefice of Hanborough and Freeland 
includes two parishes, three churches, and 
four congregations in a rural setting. Our 
congregations offer differing styles of worship, 
covering a wide range of Anglican practice and 
traditions from Oxford Movement High 
Church (St Mary’s Freeland) to traditional 
Eucharist-focussed worship (St Peter and St 
Paul) and informal, evangelical worship 
(Manor School).  We value and wish to 
maintain the rich diversity of styles of worship, 
traditions and practices that are seen in our 
congregations. We believe this rich diversity is 
one of the strengths of our Benefice.   
 
Our Benefice can be found on the edge of the 
Cotswolds within a beautiful part of West 
Oxfordshire.  The villages of Long Hanborough, 
Church Hanborough and Freeland are thriving 
communities, within easy reach of the market 
town of Witney (5 miles away) and the city of 
Oxford (8.5 miles away).   We have good transport connections, with easy access to the A40, 
and a direct train service from Hanborough to London Paddington via Oxford and Reading.  In 
common with many communities in this area, our villages are experiencing rapid growth 
through significant new housing developments.   
 
Our church buildings are beautiful and in good order.  For the most part our churches are 
suited to our needs.  The exception is Christ Church, which was not large enough for our 
children’s activities.  As a result, the congregation has met in Manor School, the nearby 
primary school, for the last 20 years.  A small group worships in Christ Church itself, mostly 
including people who also worship in St Peter and St Paul. We do not have our own ‘church 
hall’ but Christ Church is used for a number of activities and we use other village facilities as 
required in both Freeland and Hanborough. 

St Peter and St Paul 
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Our congregations are well established, loving and supportive Christian communities. The 
composition and age profiles of our congregations differ.  St Peter and St Paul and Christ 
Church have an older congregation.  We see more children and families worshiping regularly 
at Manor School, and at the 10.00 am services at St Mary’s.   We have few young adults (in 
their 20s and 30s) in our congregations.   We have a desire to grow, across all our 
congregations, including by offering relevant occasional services and ministry to those both 
familiar and unfamiliar with the Church. 
 

 
 
People throughout the Benefice are good volunteers, amongst other things members of our 
congregations give their time to organise and lead worship, clean and maintain our buildings, 
offer service on our two PCCs, and take on responsibilities as Churchwardens.  We are a busy 
Benefice.  A lot more activity goes on here, than you would perhaps expect.  (We have 
included ‘A Year in the Life of our Benefice’ as an appendix.)  We are able to achieve a lot, 
through the enthusiasm and commitment of members of our church family.  However, we 
struggle on occasion to recruit new volunteers, which leaves us stretched a little thin in places.  
This is something we are keen to address. 
 
Our financial position is secure and we pay our Parish Shares reliably and in full (more details 
on finance are provided in section 10.1). 
 
We engage in a number of joint services and activities across our Benefice (e.g. 5th Sunday 
joint Benefice Services, Commemoration of the Departed Service, Christmas Carol Service, 
Youth Work, Prayer Spaces, Freeland House Nursing Home Ministry, Alpha, Holiday Bible 
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Club), and some of our worshippers are active members of more than one congregation.  
However, we look for encouragement to develop our links further as a Benefice. 

2.3 How we have responded during Lockdown 

Our first virtual service took place on 22 March using ‘Zoom’. Our aim was to start simple and 
to build on a basic structure during this period, developing an online community from across 
the Benefice that would provide consistency and support. 
 
Initially the service began with liturgy, a thought for the day and prayers. We gradually added 
hymns and songs, exploring the use of pre-recorded worship from YouTube (Songs of 
Praise/Hymn Channel), and then recording in-house material. 
 
This service has been enhanced by our flower arrangers producing photographs of 
arrangements they have done at home for our service sheets. Video clips for children and 
young people have provided activities that can be undertaken, linking to the readings and 
sermon for the day. The activities, creations and drawings are then photographed by parents 
and sent to us to be included on the website. 
 
It has been and is important for us to adhere to the legal elements of worship as stated by 
Canon and that the services are clergy led. Additionally, collaborative leadership has been 
extremely important to us as a community. 
 
We have endeavoured to incorporate the different traditions held by our churches with grace 
and humility, emphasising that we come together before God as the body of Christ – we are a 
Church without walls. This has been reinforced through the facilitating of breakout groups 
after the service. People are randomly allocated to these groups. The groups have enabled 
people to get to know each other better from across the Benefice, to share concerns and 
some have prayed together if it was felt to be appropriate. 
 
A Church without walls has also meant that we are encouraging all to look out, to be Church 
within the community of Hanborough and Freeland. This has resulted in many acts of 
kindness, including the giving of food, plants and time for example. 
 
‘Pastoral talking time’ has also evolved. People have been linked with each other from across 
the benefice and phone each other on a weekly basis. Many of the sixty people involved in 
this ministry are isolating or shielding. 
 
As a result, our online community has grown by approximately thirty percent. 
 
Looking inward, we have been providing for the 11 pluses with Focus in the morning and 
Hitchhikers, a more social group, in the evening on a Sunday. Wayfarers (4-7yrs) has just been 
launched to run weekly. 
 
Finally, this week has seen our occasional choir ‘Exsultate Justi’ recording the Magnificat and 
Nunc Dimittis in place of the originally planned Evensong. 
 
This has been and remains a challenging time, with many positive outcomes, not least the 
exploration of what being Church means. It is and continues to be a vehicle for widening and 
deepening relationships. It is a time of asking God to help us to be a humble community that 
exhibits love and grace. 
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Everything has changed and none of us will be the same. We look forward to the future with 
renewed faith as we look to God and seek a new vision of what Church means in our 
community of Hanborough and Freeland. 

2.4 Where we want to be 

In 2017 both Hanborough and Freeland PCCs carried out an exercise to prayerfully imagine 
where God might be calling us to be in 5 years.  From this exercise the PCCs discerned vision 
statements, which are as follows.    
 
Hanborough PCC’s vision summary is: 
  
“A Christ-centred church at the core of village life which is: 

 Prayerful 
 Welcoming and caring 
 Offers attractive worship 
 Reaches out with the gospel 
 Disciples people 
 Has children and young people at its heart” 

 
Freeland PCC’s vision summary is to be “a generous, growing church for all people at the heart 
of our community with a well maintained building and churchyard”. 
 

Discussions have taken place at all 
subsequent PCC meetings, to 
identify actions that can be taken 
to move further towards each 
element of the vision.  This work is 
ongoing. 

 
Since we developed our vision 
statements, we have seen our 
villages (especially Long 
Hanborough) experience rapid 
growth through significant housing 
developments.  The Methodists in 
Hanborough developed a Welcome 
Pack and Street Warden Scheme, 

and Hanborough PCC is now engaged too. This scheme helps us welcome our new neighbours 
to the village.  We want to continue reaching out to new and existing residents with the good 
news of Jesus Christ.  We would like to see growth in all the congregations across our 
Benefice.  This is a key area in which we look for the support, guidance, and leadership of our 
new Rector.   
 
We firmly believe in the ministry of all believers.  We are looking to our new Rector to support 
us in helping people explore their gifts, enabling them to use them in the Benefice, pastorally, 
musically, helping with children and youth work, preaching, and leading services.  
 
Our digital presence, including on social media, is under-developed. We recognise we should 
do more in this area to attract people to our services and other activities, and to show 
relevance to the local community. 

Children at 
Manor School 
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Whilst we have undertaken some work to 
identify visions in both PCCs, we do not 
have a vision statement for the Benefice 
of Hanborough and Freeland.   We 
further recognise the need to keep 
reflecting on our practices, our worship 
styles and activities to ensure that we 
deliver the good news of Jesus Christ in a 
manner that remains relevant to our 
communities.    We are looking to our 
new Rector to help us continue to refine 
our vision and explore how we can 
implement them within our communities.  

2.5 What we can offer our new Rector 

We look forward to welcoming our new Rector into our church family.  We are an active, 
friendly and engaged group of people who wish to support one another in our lives and our 
faith as we follow Jesus.  We extend our friendship, and want to see our new Rector grow and 
thrive among us.   
 
The Benefice is blessed with an established team of clergy, who are actively maintaining the 
Benefice during the interregnum.  The clergy team work in a collaborative manner, freely 
offering support and fellowship (more details about the broader team are in section 4.1).  The 
Benefice also benefits from a supportive team of Churchwardens, two engaged PCCs, an able 
part-time administrator, and the freely given support of many active members of our 
congregations.      
 
We respect our Rector’s work life balance and encourage regular weekly time off and 
holidays.  The Benefice also offers the Rector time off for retreat.  All expenses of office are 
reimbursed in full. 
 
The Rectory provides superb facilities for a comfortable home (see section 6.5).  Fabulous 
country walks are readily accessible from the Rectory, including the extensive grounds of 
Blenheim Palace.   

3 Our Churches, Congregations, and Activities Across the Benefice 

3.1 St Peter and St Paul, Church Hanborough (Hanborough Parish) 

Worship at St Peter and St Paul, the formal Parish Church of Hanborough, is rooted in the 
centre of Anglican practice: it is Eucharistically-focused and structured. Our services follow 
the church year, include traditional hymns with organ accompaniment and a congregational 
setting of the service. Good preaching that illuminates the readings and explains the church 
year, delivered in a variety of styles is valued. Ministers will be robed in cassock-alb and stole. 
Fellowship continues after our Sunday services with coffee and conversation. 
 
There is a space for children to play during the services, with worship boxes and themed 
activities normally forming a part of their experience. Children stay within the body of the 
church and learn from experiencing the service around them. All children (including the noisy 
and wandering) are welcomed! 

Wedding at 
St Mary’s 
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The typical attendance at the 10.00 am 
Sunday communion (held on the 2nd and 4th 
Sundays of the month) is between 25 and 35. 
Common Worship Order 1 in contemporary 
language is used.  Attendance at the 8.00 am 
service is typically 10 to 12. Attendance at 
festivals is often considerably higher: the 
Midnight Mass in 2019 attracted 45 people 
and on Easter Day we welcomed 70. A large 
number of baptisms frequently swell the 
congregation numbers. 

 
In addition to services that follow the 
pattern of the church year, including an 
Advent Carol Service, the imposition of 
Ashes on Ash Wednesday (which alternates 
with St Mary’s), and so on, a high-quality 
occasional choir, called Exsultate Justi, sings 
evensong three times a year to traditional 
Anglican repertoire. This choir also provides 
music for the Benefice carol service which 

alternates between St Peter and St Paul and St Mary’s. We would like to see more music 
of this type as a feature of our worship. 
 
The church at Hanborough was first mentioned in around 1130, and it’s likely the oldest 
parts of the beautiful current building (which is Grade 1 listed) date from the twelfth 
century. The most striking feature left from this period is an impressive tympanum above 
the north door showing St Peter enthroned and holding his keys. The nave was 
remodelled in the fifteenth century, with soaring two-centred arches and clerestory 
windows added in the perpendicular style which 
give the church its light and airy feel. The tall 
octagonal spire was added about this time as well, 
meaning that the church has a presence for miles 
around. Though the demands of such an historic 
and important building are never-ending, it is in a 
very good state of repair. It features in Simon 
Jenkins’ England’s Thousand Best Churches. 
 
The churchyard was closed in 1994 but is still open 
for the interment of ashes. 
 
The church is open every day and we leave tea and 
coffee out as a welcome to visitors who come and 
experience the special and tranquil atmosphere 
which is frequently mentioned and appreciated. 
There is a committed team who regularly clean the 
church and arrange flowers and people who keep it 
in good order. 

Coffee after 
communion at St 
Peter and St Paul 

Final service for 
our former 
Rector 
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The church has a beautiful peal of six bells; the three oldest bells are from the 
seventeenth century (1602-1623) while the most recent is a treble bell added to the ring 
in 1956. Practices are held on a Wednesday evening, and the bells are rung for the main 
Sunday service. We now have children learning to ring, and the number of bell ringers is 
growing. 
 
In February 2018 St Peter and St Paul hosted a successful Beer Festival, which was well 
attended by our local community. 

3.2 Christ Church, Long Hanborough (Hanborough Parish) 

This small church was established in 1893 as 
a mission church due to the off-putting 
distance between Long Hanborough and 
Church Hanborough.   In 1998 a new weekly 
service was founded which attracted a 
flourishing congregation with an especially 
strong focus on ministry for families 
and the young. That congregation now 
meets in Manor School, the village primary 
school, with a relatively small and older 
group still attending worship at Christ 
Church itself. Today, there is a significant 
overlap in the people who worship at Christ 

Church and at St Peter and St Paul. 
 
The church has a spacious and well-equipped kitchen, fully refurbished in recent years. The 
seating is modern and flexible, meaning the church can be used as a hall and often is.  It is 
used for a weekly coffee morning, fortnightly Lunch Club, Youth Group activities, Slimming 
World meetings, children’s choir rehearsals and other social events. It is also the normal 
venue for meetings of Hanborough PCC. 

3.3 The Manor School Congregation (Hanborough Parish) 

The Manor School 
Congregation moved to 
Hanborough Manor School in 
1998, when more space was 
required for our children’s 
work.  Worship at Manor 
School is relaxed, informal, and 
while everyone is welcome, a 
particular effort is made to 
cater to the needs of families.   
 
We meet together as God’s 
family, to worship, learn 
through faithful teaching and 
preaching from the Bible, and 
encourage one another in our 

Christ Church 

Manor School Congregation 
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walk with Jesus.   Our services follow ‘Common Worship: A service of the word’ and use “New 
Patterns of Worship”, other than for the monthly communion service which follows Common 
Worship Order 1.  Our Services  always include Bible teaching / preaching; sung worship with 
mostly contemporary hymns and songs, accompanied by a music group (keyboard, guitar, and 
singers); prayer; creed and confession (using both traditional and modern / simplified 
versions).  Personal testimony is also important to us. 
 
About half of our services are led by lay members of the congregation.  We encourage 
innovation and creativity amongst those who lead.  We aim to lead with sensitivity, whilst 
encouraging and supporting each other.   
 
We want to reach out to people around us 
and share the gospel message and draw 
more people into God’s kingdom.  Our 
services use language that is accessible to 
children and people who are new to 
church. Children are welcome to join in and 
move around as they please.  All services 
include some time with everybody 
together, but during term time leaders run 
groups for ages 0-18 years, based on Urban 
Saints Energise curriculum.  We have an 
active and dedicated group of volunteers at 
Manor School, but recruiting new 
volunteers can be a challenge, especially to 
help support our children’s work.   This is 
something we are keen to address. 
 
The average attendance at Manor School is 
between 50 and 55 (including between 12 
and 15 young people and children).  
Congregations are higher when there is no 
10.0 am service at St Mary’s, as a number 
of Freeland families are active members of both St Mary’s and Manor School congregations.   
Congregations tend to be lower at all age services. Services are followed by refreshments, 
chat, and opportunities for prayer. 
 
We want to be disciples of Jesus and demonstrate His love in all aspects of our lives.  Weekly 
home groups are a key part of our shared life, and we also hold occasional events to include 
those unable to attend regular groups.  

3.4 St Mary the Virgin, Freeland (Freeland Parish) 

St Mary the Virgin Church was consecrated in 1869. It was formed out of the parish of 
Eynsham with the funds provided in the main by the Taunton family. St Mary’s is a wonderful 
example of Victorian Gothic Revival architected by John Loughborough Pearson (the architect 
of Truro Cathedral). In 1957 the patronage transferred to St John’s the Evangelist Trust 
Association and in 1985 a United Benefice was formed between Freeland and Hanborough 
Parishes. 
 

Manor School: 
music group and 
worship leader  
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St Mary’s historic liturgy has an 
emphasis on the sacraments and 
worship including vestments, 
candles, incense, images, and colour.   
The service on the third Sunday of 
the month retains this style of 
worship, and is attended by between 
18 and 25 people.  During this 
service Junior Church takes place in 
the chapel building of the Convent 
(Community of St Clare), a short 
walk through the churchyard. The 
usual liturgy used at St Mary’s is 
Common Worship Order 2 in 
traditional language and communion is sung by the priest and congregation and celebrated ad 
orientem (east facing), which is largely dictated by the design of the church. Refreshments 
follow the service. 
 
The services on both the second and fourth Sunday of the month are 8.00 am Holy 
Communion, Order 2 services. Between 12 to 20 people regularly attend.  
 
The Family Service is the least formal of the services at St Mary’s and is held on the first 
Sunday of the month. Common Worship Order 1 in contemporary language is used. We 
welcome between 25 and 35 people, with a mix of ages, to our Family Services. The young 
people are often involved in this service: during the talk, with bible readings, taking part in 
drama and singing. Two of the teenagers are chalice bearers. There is a lovely 
intergenerational mix. All ages chat over refreshments after the service.   
 
The church is a central part of the Freeland community and draws people together for popular 
events during the year. Such as Christingle, Commemoration of the Departed, Remembrance 
Sunday, Easter crafts and the Flower Festival.  The church is also used for village events such 
as drama productions (directed by young people) and fund raising concerts for community 
projects.  Freeland School hold termly services in the church, and the pupils say that they feel 
part of the village Christian community.   
 

St Mary’s Baby and Toddler 
group meets on a weekly basis, 
bringing non church goers into 
the church.  The group offers a 
warm community and 
introduces young children (and 
their grown ups) to stories from 
the Bible.  

 
The ‘Grapevine’ is a monthly 
newsletter owned by our Parish 
and produced by a volunteer 
editor.  It is distributed to every 
house in the Parish (and beyond) 

free of charge, and by virtue of its advertising revenue it generates a surplus.   
 

East-facing communion at St Mary’s 

St Mary’s 
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The church is accessible every day, the churchyard is beautifully kept, and graves are regularly 
visited and well attended. There is a great team who support both the decoration of the 
church and the services themselves.  Members of Freeland W.I. support the flower arrangers 
from our congregation in decorating the church throughout the year.    
 
The church bells are regularly heard in the village: on Sundays, occasions, festivals and during 
the week for practice. The bells were overhauled in 2010 following fundraising across the 
village community – 2 new bells were re-cast out of 2 heavier ones. The tower was awarded a 
gold maintenance award in 2011 and has retained it ever since. The current bell-ringing team 
has 13 people with a wide range of age and (ringing) experience. 
 
The convent of the Order of St Clare is situated next to St Mary’s.  The Order of St Clare is a 
contemplative Order (Second Order Franciscans) and the church has a good relationship with 
the Sisters.  The Community of St Clare owns the Old Parsonage, which is open as a Guest 
House for individuals and retreats. A number of Quiet Days are held each year.   
 
The Rector is an ex officio Trustee of Eynsham Consolidated Charities (dating from the time 
when Freeland was part of the Parish of Eynsham).   

3.5 Children and Youth 

Our work with children, families, and young people 
has always been important to us. We have 
provided many different activities over the years 
and at times have worked with large numbers of 
children.  
 
Hitch Hikers is a youth group, run ecumenically and 
meeting at Long Hanborough Methodist Church. 
Members are drawn from across church traditions 
(Roman Catholics, Baptist, as well as Anglicans). 
Last year the group went on a trip to Sweden. The 
group enjoy Christian teaching, often with videos 
to watch and discuss, as well as games, socials, hot 
chocolate and fellowship. They have completed a 
Youth Alpha course. There is a committed team of 
both lay and ordained leaders. 
 
We have strong links with our local primary schools 
through collective worship and prayer spaces, and 
we long to build on those links and see more families becoming part of our worshipping 
community. (See section 5 for more details.) 
 
Some of our young people attend Bartholomew School, the secondary school in nearby 
Eynsham. We are excited to have a good number of our teenagers attending cell groups, some 
of whom have gone on to lead these cell groups and the school CU.  We are blessed with 
enthusiastic and faithful young people, who are keenly exploring their faith.  We are all 
enriched when our young people return from church work or experience elsewhere and speak 
passionately about their experiences.  A number of our young people have gone on to be 
involved in Christian ministry, including several who have taken up youth work positions at St 
Leonard’s in Eynsham.   
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We have run a Holiday Bible Club (which alternates location between Freeland School and 
Hanborough Manor School) at the beginning of the summer holidays, most years for the last 
decade.  Activities include Christian learning, games and craft sessions.  This has been an 
amazing time of outreach to 
many children and their 
families across our villages.  
Some years we have had nearly 
100 primary aged children join 
us (many returning year after 
year), although numbers have 
been lower in more recent 
years.  Holiday Bible Club is run 
by a large team of hard-
working volunteers from across 
the Benefice.   We also hold a 
Light Party in October, drawing 
on the help and support of our 
Holiday Bible Club and Prayer 
Spaces volunteers. 

3.6 House Groups  

There are several active House Groups within the Benefice which encourage fellowship, Bible 
study, prayer, and discipleship.  For many members of our congregations, especially but not 
only members of the Manor School congregation, these are central to our life of faith in the 
Benefice. These House Groups are located in both villages and meet at different times to 
better meet people’s availability, some on several evenings in the week, one in the afternoon, 
and there is also a lunchtime women’s group.  We also have an Exegesis Group which meets 
on a monthly basis.   

3.7 Prayer 

Prayer is central to the life of the Benefice.  In addition to prayer during regular services, 
prayer takes place in our house groups and at other times. We have a monthly prayer 
meeting, which meets regularly every first Wednesday of the month.  We also have an early 
Friday morning commuters’ prayer meeting with reflections on the Psalms. Groups may also 
meet on specific occasions, to pray for an outreach event (Alpha, Christmas guest service, 
Holiday Bible Club), a particular need (serious illness), or seeking God’s direction, for example. 

3.8 Charity and Mission 

Both PCCs undertake planned charitable giving, with Hanborough PCC dedicating 10% of 
unrestricted income.  A range of worldwide, national and local charities have been supported 
including Church Missions Society, Innovista, Open Doors, Salvation Army, The Porch and The 
Besom.   
We’ve supported financially and through prayer a number of our young people in short term 
ministry positions (e.g. during a gap year).  We also support some in full time ministry, 
including the captain of the Logos Hope (Operation Mobilisation).  
 
We support our local Besom through regular giving of food and other items, and occasional 
practical help. ‘Besom baskets’ are placed in each of our three churches and at Manor School, 

Hitch Hikers in Sweden 
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and many members of our 
congregation regularly donate.  As a 
result, our Benefice is one of largest 
contributors of food to Witney Besom.  
 
We have active Christian Aid Week 
groups in both Parishes.  Door to door 
collections are organised and run by 
members of our congregations, with 
support from others in the community.  
In Christian Aid Week 2019 £3985 was 
donated through door to door 
collections across the Benefice.   

3.9 Alpha 

The Benefice has run an annual Alpha course for more than 10 years, and we have rejoiced to 
see people coming to faith in Jesus over that time. The most recent course started in January 
2020.  House group members have been involved in running Alpha, and participants are 
encouraged to join a House Group after the course has finished.  However, we have seen 
fewer people who have attended our Alpha courses becoming active members of our Sunday 
congregations.  We would like to further address how we can encourage and support new 
Christians in moving from believing in Jesus, to becoming active disciples and members of His 
church family. 
 
We have also run the HTB Marriage Course and Parenting Skills Course a number of times 
recently which have attracted people from within and outside the Benefice. 

3.10 Church Weekends Away 

We have been blessed by a number of Church Weekends Away over the last decade (the most 
recent in 2017), where 80 to 100 people from all congregations have stayed together for 
teaching, worship and fellowship. We are hopeful that the new Rector will see these as good 
times for everyone to get to know each other better and to jointly focus on our vision. 

4 The Team  

4.1 The Clergy Team 

We are currently fortunate to have a strong ministry team including: 
 
 an Associate Vicar (SSM) 
 a full-time curate (who is approaching the end of her curacy) 
 a part-time curate (SSM) 
 retired clergy  
 two LLMs (one emeritus) 

  
The Rector, Associate Vicar and curates work closely and collaboratively as a team. A weekly 
staff meeting is held, where the Gospel for the following Sunday is read and discussed, and 
the team pray together for their work and for the Benefice. Time is taken to collectively reflect 
and plan for services and ministry within the Benefice. The Rector has an important role in 
leading this team, and in the past our Rector has regularly supported the training of curates.  
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The team take school assemblies in both Freeland and Hanborough and provide pastoral care 
to the Nursing Home in Freeland and Home Communions to those that are house bound.  In 
addition, there are various groups which meet in and around the Benefice which members of 
the team visit from time to time.  These groups include a day centre, a lunch club, pre-schools, 
toddler’s groups, music group, cake café and coffee mornings. 
 
The clergy also meet ecumenically with the Methodist ministers and other ministers from 
Eynsham including Catholic and Baptist. Deanery Chapter meetings also provide a good 
opportunity to worship, pray and share ideas. 

4.2 Benefice Administrator 

The Benefice Administrator works 6 hours per week during school term time, providing 
general secretarial and administrative support to the Rector.   

4.3 Churchwardens 

There are four Churchwardens within the Benefice: two from each Parish. In Hanborough, the 
custom has become to have one Churchwarden drawn from regular worshippers at St Peter 
and St Paul and one from Christ Church and Manor School.  The four Churchwardens see their 
role as supporting the clergy, assisting in the running of their churches and congregations, and 
providing practical support.  

4.4 PCC 

Hanborough and Freeland PCCs operate independently, however, information is shared 
between them.  A representative from Hanborough PCC attends every Freeland PCC meeting 
and vice versa.  The Hanborough PCC is made up of regular worshippers at St Peter and St 
Paul, Manor School, and Christ Church.  Freeland PCC is made up from regular worshippers at 
St Mary’s.  Both PCCs meet four times a year, and we are accustomed to the Rector chairing 
the meetings.  PCC meetings are often themed, most recently allowing for elements of the 
PCC vision to be discussed in greater detail and actions developed.  Both PCCs are supported 
by excellent treasurers and secretaries.   

5 Work in the Community  

5.1 Church of England Primary Schools in our Benefice 

There are two voluntary controlled Church of England 
Primary Schools in our Benefice. They are both part of 
the Eynsham Partnership Academy (EPA): 

 Hanborough Manor Church of England Primary 
School 
The school’s vision is to “nurture, educate and 
inspire…. ‘so that we come to life in all its fullness’ 
(John 10:10)”.  There are currently 201 pupils on roll.   

 
 Freeland Church of England Primary School  

The Christian values of honesty, forgiveness, 
compassion, and love underpin the school’s work. 
There are currently 141 children on roll.    
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The Diocesan Board of Education appoints two governors at each school, one of whom is the 
Rector (though in practice the Rector has allowed others to take this place). The foundation 
governors at both schools are active churchgoers in the Benefice.  They take a very active part 
in school life and governance.   Both staff and pupils feel very supported by the close links 
with the Rector and other clergy. There is weekly collective worship and termly services 
(which take place in the church for Freeland School).  
 
Bartholomew School in Eynsham (also part of the EPA) is the secondary school where most 
children transfer to at Year 7. Free bus transport is provided for pupils in all three villages up 
to Year 11.  

5.2 Thoughts from the children in our schools 

 

5.3 Prayer Spaces 

We began Prayer Spaces in the Benefice six years ago, in response to the Archbishop of 
Canterbury and York’s initiative, ‘Thy Kingdom Come’.  It was considered that this could be an 
opportunity to encourage all in the Benefice to set time aside to pray and this included the 
children at both schools.   
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Prayer Spaces have proved to be a great 
success.  The children enjoy having time to 
talk with the adults as they explore prayer.  
The adults have an opportunity to talk 
about their faith journey, and come away 
encouraged by the children’s faith.  We 
have also seen the initiative beginning to 
influence parents.  We now have a team of 
over twenty adults, from across the 
Benefice and the Methodist Church, who 
run Prayer Spaces with our schools.  It is a 
team that does not need advertising, 
people just want to be part of it!   
 
Following on from the first Prayer Spaces initiatives, we were asked to help establish 
permanent spaces in the school. The children have worked collaboratively with clergy and lay 
church members at Freeland School to equip, furnish and decorate an old shed on the school 
field to create a Prayer Shack.   At Hanborough Manor School a Peace Pavilion has been 
developed.   

5.4 Freeland House Nursing Home  

In 2018 we began to extend the monthly service and support we offered at Freeland House 
Nursing Home.  We recognised that there was a desire to bring a weekly church service and 
Christian fellowship into Freeland House, and so a group of volunteers from across the 
Benefice was formed.  We now have a dedicated team of 5 who visit every Tuesday morning, 
where we are joined by between 6 and 15 residents.  We study the Bible together, enjoy 
fellowship and we pray.  Through the Bible study we have been able to address issues that 
concern the residents (e.g. concerns about changes in their lives, feelings of usefulness, 
frustration and anger).  We have prayed with residents, relatives and staff through times of 
celebration and inevitable sadness.    As a pastoral team we recognise that working in a 
nursing home is challenging, it requires courage, compassion and it is vital that we are 
contemplative.  It is also rewarding as we join in God's work together, endeavouring to see 
what he sees and feel what he feels for his people. 

5.5 Long Hanborough Methodist Church 

We have a close relationship with the Methodist Church expressed in joint services (e.g. 
Remembrance, Good Friday Walk of Witness) and undertakings (e.g. Prayer Spaces, World Day 
of Prayer, Welcome Packs, An Ecumenical Youth Group, Coffee Morning), and mutual 
communication and care.  A covenant has been signed with Hanborough Methodists, and we 
hold an annual Covenant Service and Joint Council Meeting.  Sadly, Freeland Methodist 
Church closed a couple of years ago. 

6 Living Here 

6.1 West Oxfordshire  

The Benefice sits to the north west of Oxford in West Oxfordshire, roughly equidistant 
between Oxford (2011 pop. 151,906) and the market town of Witney (2011 pop. 27,522). It is 
in the heart of one of Europe’s fastest growing and most prosperous regions.  It is also a very 
beautiful part of the country, with numerous attractions for visitors including nearby Blenheim 

Children in our Benefice 
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Palace.  The Cotswolds offers 800 square miles of superb scenery, picturesque towns and 
villages, and endless opportunities to get out and explore. 
 
West Oxfordshire is an area of high employment, and the population is expanding rapidly.  
Significant new housing developments in the Benefice, as well as in Witney and Carterton, and 
the Oxford Cotswold Garden Village bordering the Benefice to the south, will bring many more 
new people to the area. 

6.2 Hanborough and Freeland 

Hanborough is an ancient settlement: although it was mentioned in the Domesday Book 
(1086) within the Benefice can be found Bronze Age barrows, Iron Age farmsteads, and a pre-
Christian Anglo-Saxon cemetery. The list of Rectors dates to 1238. Today, Hanborough and 
Freeland (2011 pop. 4,190) is a relatively affluent (84% home ownership) and well-educated 
community (38% of residents hold a level 4 qualification or above).1  
 
The largest single employment sector is education (17%). There are many families in the 
community, represented by a large proportion of people aged between 30 and 59 (40%) and 
under 18 (20%) – 62% of residents aged 16 and over in households are married or in a 
registered same-sex civil partnership. There are relatively few people aged 18 to 29 living here 
(9%).  Most residents are white (95%) and born in the UK (94%); a majority (67%) also identify 
as Christian.   
 
The Parish of Hanborough (2011 pop. 2,630) contains two communities: Church Hanborough, 
where the 900-year-old parish church of St Peter and St Paul is located, and Long Hanborough. 
(Historians tell us that Long Hanborough was so called because it was a long way from the 
Parish Church, St Peter and St Paul.) Long Hanborough is now very much the larger of the two 
communities. Towards the end of the nineteenth century Christ Church was erected on the 
north side of the main road to serve this community. 
 
The Parish of Freeland (2011 pop. 1,560) for much of its history was a small hamlet: in 1762 
there were fewer than a dozen cottages. The Taunton family, owners of a large local estate, 
opened St Mary’s and its associated parsonage, school, and schoolhouse between 1869 and 

 
1 All the population figures and demographic information we’ve used come from the 2011 census. The 
population of the Benefice has grown since then and is still growing. 

Blenheim Palace 
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1871. This development transformed the village. Various housing estates were added to the 
village in the second half of the twentieth century. More recently, a superbly appointed village 
hall was opened in 2011 with a community recreation facility added in 2013. 
 
Both Hanborough and Freeland have good local facilities including, amongst other things: 
several pubs, an excellent fish and chip shop, a small Co-operative Supermarket, doctor’s 
practice, dentist, recreational facilities, and (perhaps surprisingly) a really interesting bus 
museum.   
 
Hanborough and Freeland both have active Parish Councils.  There are many village 
organisations in both Long Hanborough and Freeland including football, cricket and bowls 
teams, thriving Scouting and Guiding groups, Women’s Institute, Senior Citizens clubs and day 
centre, toddler groups, art and craft groups and keep fit classes. 

6.3 Oxford 

The Benefice is influenced by its proximity to 
Oxford. Oxford is a dynamic international city with 
33,640 students enrolled for full-time studies in 
two universities and the third highest ethnic 
minority population in south-east England. It is a 
city of dreaming spires, congested roads, an active 
arts and cultural scene, good connections to 
London, museums of global significance, and 
extreme house prices. At least 46,000 people 
commute into Oxford for work, including many 
who live in the Benefice.  

6.4 Transport 

The area is very well-connected by road and rail. 
This brings within easy reach most of central and 
southern England. However, local bus services are 
limited and have been reduced in recent years.  
 
Hanborough Station is on the GWR Cotswold Line and has around 42 direct trains to London 
Paddington per day, via Oxford, with the journey taking as little as one hour.  Oxford Parkway 
is around 9 miles away and is served by Chiltern Railways with around 44 direct trains to 
London Marylebone.   
 
The A40 runs just to the south of the Benefice and provides access to the west to Cheltenham 
(35 miles, 45 minutes) and Gloucester (42 miles, 55 minutes) and the M5. Junction 9 of the 
M40 (13 miles, 20 minutes) provides access to Birmingham and London. 
 
Heathrow Airport is only 52 miles away and can be reached in an hour by car (outside peak 
traffic). 

  

Radcliffe Camera, Oxford 
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6.5 The Rectory 

 

The Rectory is in Myrtle Close, close to the centre of Long Hanborough. It is a 4-bedroom 
detached house built in the 1960s. It benefits from double glazing and gas central heating. 
 
The ground floor has two large reception rooms, one with an open fire. The kitchen was fully 
refitted and decorated 18 months ago. There is an adjoining ‘lean-to’ with a door to the 
kitchen, a door to the front drive and a door to the rear garden. At the front of the house, the 
large study (currently also used as the Benefice office) and downstairs cloakroom with toilet 
are separated from the living accommodation by a small hallway and a door. 
 
The first floor has 4 double bedrooms, one with en-suite bathroom, and a family bathroom 
with shower over the bath. 
 
Outside there is a gated driveway, with parking for 4-5 cars, a large garage, and a beautiful 
well-maintained garden. There are mature trees, a small vegetable plot, and a wood store. 

7 Wider Perspectives  

7.1 Welcome from the Woodstock Deanery 

Woodstock Deanery is a varied Deanery both in terms of demography and churchmanship and 
that variety is evident in the Benefice of Hanborough and Freeland itself – the increasingly 
urban feel of the bustling community of Long Hanborough contrasts with the rural village 
atmosphere just along the road in Church Hanborough as well as in Freeland and the benefice, 
as you will have read elsewhere, has a rich variety of expressions of worship that span much 
of the spectrum of Anglican worship.  Having been in regular touch with both the clergy and 
the wardens through this vacancy, I have been particularly impressed by the creative 
collaboration across the benefice during the period of restrictions due to the Covid pandemic, 
that has allowed each of the traditions to be honoured and celebrated within their online 
benefice-wide worship.  Hanborough and Freeland represents a rich opportunity for worship 
in a broad setting.  
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The main centres of population are 
all in the south of the Deanery with 
the north being fairly rural.  The 
Deanery encircles Blenheim Palace, 
includes the Diocese of Oxford's 
Church House and borders the 
Oxford Deanery.   The Deanery 
consists of only 8 Benefices and, 
despite our variety of theological 
and ecclesiological traditions, our 
Deanery functions well.  Chapter 
meetings are well attended and 
usually fun and the clergy and lay 
people of the Deanery get on well 
together.  
 
We currently have an agreed 
Deanery Mission Action Plan and an 
agreed formula for allocating Parish 
share across the Deanery.  You will 
find a very supportive Lay Chair in Liz 
Whittle who belongs to the 
Hanborough and Freeland Benefice (attending St Peter and St Paul).  
 
Although I have only been the Area Dean since January of this year, I have got to know the 
clergy and wardens of the benefice quite well over the time of the interregnum and have 
enjoyed working with them as well as with the rest of the Deanery and so would be happy to 
chat informally should you wish to do so having read this profile.  I can be contacted on 01993 
810749. 
 
May I conclude by assuring you that a warm welcome awaits the next incumbent to our 
Deanery, and we very much look forward to extending that welcome.  
 
Jeremy Auld, Area Dean of Woodstock 

7.2 About the Dorchester Episcopal Area  

The Dorchester Episcopal Area covers a great deal of Oxfordshire, apart from the City of 
Oxford. It extends from the Cotswolds in the west all the way down to Henley-on-Thames. The 
Benefice sits within the Woodstock Deanery. 

7.3 About the Oxford Diocese 

The Diocese of Oxford covers Oxfordshire, Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and Milton Keynes. We 
are a living, growing network of more than a thousand congregations, chaplaincies and 
schools. It is the fifth (by land area) and fourth (by population) largest diocese in the Church of 
England and arguably the most complex. There are 283 church schools which educate around 
58,000 children. 
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9 Person Specification 

Essential Desirable 
Is comfortable in leading and nurturing 
worship across a wide range of service 
styles and traditions in a respectful, 
supportive and sensitive manner.  

Has experience of leading worship in 
different styles across a range of 
different congregations. 

Is a gifted teacher of Scripture who is 
committed to faithful and careful Biblical 
interpretation. 

 

Adapts their preaching style in order to 
deepen an understanding of the Bible and 
engage and inspire different audiences. 

 

Demonstrates a collaborative, nurturing 
and supportive approach to team working 
with clergy colleagues and lay volunteers 
alike that can help us achieve our vision. 

Has experience of team leading, 
including supporting the training and 
development of others. 
Experience of supporting, coaching and 
guiding ordinands. 

Is open, friendly, outgoing and welcoming.  
Actively goes out and shares the good 
news of salvation through Christ. 

Can demonstrate experience of 
growing congregations.   

Empathetic, loving, caring and sensitive 
approach, providing pastoral support to 
people of all ages.  

Has experience of developing an 
effective digital presence, which has 
attracted more people to church 
services and activities.   

Experience of developing a vision, 
identifying actions and enthusing people 
to implement change. 

 

Brings people together, able to unite 
different groups / views / individuals and 
encourage working towards a common 
purpose. 

 

Experience of and a passion for reaching 
out to teach and nurture new believers. 

 

Walks alongside people in their spiritual 
journey.  Encourages, teaches, develops 
and enables others to grow in their faith, 
and to reach out to others with the good 
news. 

 

Adopts a regular rhythm of prayer and 
disciplined study of scripture that feeds 
into all aspects of their ministry. 

 

Able to plan, organise, prioritise and 
respond to a wide range of issues (e.g. 
spiritual, pastoral, administrative, 
financial and practical).   
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10 Appendices 

10.1 Benefice Finances 

Hanborough 
The Parish Share for Hanborough in 2019 was £48,222.90. Income and expenditure since 2013 
is as follows: 

 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Income £80,869 £87,595 £99,117 £94,287 £110,623 £149,978 £131,945 

Expenditure £82,630 £79,572 £82,618 £83,048 £128,875 £121,696 £131,560 

 
Income and expenditure have risen in recent years due to a series of specific activities. For 
example, the figures for 2018 include income from the Beer Festival and in 2019 the income 
from a well-attended concert is included. Expenditure increased from 2017 to cover the cost 
of housing for the Curate, and in 2017 and 2019 by works at St Peter and St Paul. 
 
Freeland 
The Parish Share for Freeland in 2019 was £22,693 Income and expenditure since 2013 is as 
follows: 

 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Income £38,650 £37,037 £40,864 £40,037 £44,214 £47,195 £45,150 
Expenditure £36,033 £36,217 £35,578 £38,039 £41,374 £45,561 £46,570 

 
10.2 Benefice Pattern of Worship 

 St Peter and  
St Paul 

Christ Church St Mary’s Manor School 

1st Sunday 8.00 am – Holy 
Communion 
 

6.00 pm – BCP 
Holy Communion 

10.00 am – 
Family Service 
with Communion 

10.00 am – 
Sunday service 

2nd Sunday 10.00 am – Holy 
Communion 
 

6.00 pm – 
Evening Prayer 

8.00 am – Holy 
Communion 

10.00 am – Holy 
Communion  

3rd Sunday 8.00 am – Holy 
Communion 
 

10.00 am – 
Morning Prayer 
 
6.00 pm – 
Compline 

10.00 am – Holy 
Communion with 
Junior Church 
(held in the 
Convent Chapel) 

10.00 am – 
Sunday service 

4th Sunday 10.00 am – Holy 
Communion 
 

6.00 pm – 
Evening Prayer 

8.00 am – Holy 
Communion 

10.00 am – 
Sunday service 

 
On a 5th Sunday, there is a 10.00 am Benefice Holy Communion that alternates between St 
Mary’s, St Peter and St Paul, and Manor School. 
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10.3 Occasional Services 

This table shows where all the occasional services held in our churches occurred in 2019. 

Congregation Baptisms Weddings Funerals 
St Peter and St Paul 9 2 10 
Christ Church 2 0 0 
St Mary's 7 3 3 
Manor School 2 0 0 
Totals 20 5 13 

 
The next table shows an overview of occasional services by parish for the past four years. 
These numbers include funerals held by our clergy at a crematorium whereas the table above 
only includes funerals held in the named church; a wedding blessing held at St Mary’s is also 
included in this table. 

Year Baptisms Weddings Funerals 
Hanborough Freeland Hanborough Freeland Hanborough Freeland 

2016 9 3 5 1 11 4 
2017 5 6 4 2 18 13 
2018 7 7 2 4 17 18 
2019 13 7 2 4 15 3 

 
10.4 Helpful Links 

Links to information about Hanborough and Freeland including our Benefice web-sites: 
 
 Exsultate Justi (our occasional choir) | https://sites.google.com/view/exsultate-justi/ 
 Freeland Village Website  www.freelandoxon.co.uk   
 Hanborough Community Web-site | https://hanboroughcommunity.co.uk/ 
 Hanborough Online | http://hanborough-pc.gov.uk.websitebuilder.prositehosting.co.uk/  
 Hanborough Parish Web-site | http://www.hanboroughparish.co.uk/  
 St Peter and St Paul – A Church Near You 

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/5885/  
 St Mary’s – A Church Near You | https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/5863/ 
 
The Diocese of Oxford: 
 
 Diocese of Oxford | https://www.oxford.anglican.org/  
 
The schools in our Benefice: 
 
 Freeland Church of England Primary School | https://www.freeland.oxon.sch.uk/ 
 Hanborough Manor Church of England School | https://www.hanboroughmanor.co.uk/ 
 
Some of the new housing developments in the Benefice:  
 
 Hanborough Park | https://bloorhomes.com/developments/western/hanborough-park 
 Hanborough Gate | https://www.blenheimestate.com/property/hanboroughgate/ 
 Oakland Grange, Freeland | https://www.mearsnewhomes.co.uk/homepage/17/oakland-

grange-freeland 
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A new garden village of around 2,200 new homes is planned by the local council. While the 
exact boundary of the new village is yet to be determined it is likely to border the Benefice 
rather than cross into it. 
 
 Oxfordshire Cotswolds Garden Village | https://oxongv.co.uk/ 

10.5 A year in the life of our benefice 

This summary of 2019 activities and special services gives an insight into the busy life in our 
Benefice. 
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