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Foreword by the Bishop of Dorchester 

When I became the Bishop of Dorchester here in 

Oxfordshire twenty years ago I knew very little indeed 

about the North of the County. The larger villages to the 

South of Banbury were something of a mystery to me, as 

were the smaller ones both there and, as in the case of the 

Wykeham Benefice, the much larger number to the North 

and West of the town.  

 Over the past two decades I have come to enjoy and 

appreciate the individuality of these communities, and 

some of their distinctive characteristics as well as the 

beauty of the countryside around them. Unlike Banbury, which has seen the growth 

of several large areas of new housing, the villages of this benefice have remained quite 

similar physically though, sadly, some of their amenities have been lost in the 

meantime. What they have retained is a vibrancy to their lives and any new incumbent 

needs to be someone who wants to play a full part in their communities as well as their 

congregations. You don’t need to be a musician or an actor but, if you are, 

opportunities will present themselves.  

Of course it remains to be seen what the long-term effects of COVID will be but I have 

a strong suspicion that these villages will continue strongly as communities not just 

for the next 20 years but probably for the next 200 (at least). They are remarkably 

resilient in their social fabric. For a priest who loves people, and who values the small 

as well as the larger, this is a great post and I warmly commend it to you. 

  

The Rt Revd Colin Fletcher OBE 

Bishop of Dorchester 
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Statement from Deddington Deanery 

Deddington Deanery is one of the larger and more diverse deaneries in the Diocese of 

Oxford. In all, there are twenty-nine parishes, with thirty-four churches (in twelve 

benefices). The resident population exceeds 66,000, with c.47,000 in the largest 

town, Banbury. Our demographic covers everything from affluent villages to 

significant deprivation. 

Chapter 

In our deanery incumbent status clergy, including house for duty, are encouraged to 

make a priority of the regular lunches, which took place most months before Covid. 

This is an informal and confidential space which is greatly valued by deanery 

colleagues amongst those who engage. During the pandemic we have Zoomed on a 

fortnightly basis to support one another. We have built trust and strong support 

networks, supported by two mini breaks to Bournemouth in the last few years to 

worship, plan and grow together. There has been considerable changes in clergy 

within the deanery over the last year and several more anticipated. Combined with 

the challenges post pandemic, there are many opportunities ahead for mutual support 

and growth. 

In addition, there are opportunities throughout the year to bring together all Licensed 

and retired clergy and lay ministers for discussion and spouses are welcome at social 

gatherings. 

Deanery Synod 

The Deanery Synod meets up to four times a year at different venues throughout the 

deanery and there has been a conscious effort to improve the hospitality and tone of 

these meetings so that they feel more purposeful and enjoyable. There is often a 

keynote speaker or a workshop to consider items of mutual interest.  

The Area Dean is assisted by two Associate Area Deans who work closely with the Lay 

Chair and deanery treasurer. The Standing Committee is increasingly taking a 

strategic approach to the work of the deanery and trying to free up synod’s agenda to 

provide space for key note speakers such as the diocesan Disability Advisor and Lead 

Chaplain amongst Deaf People. 

Locally based training has included parish websites, safeguarding, eco church and 

leading all-age worship. A quiet day was held last summer in a beautiful garden in the 

north of the deanery. 
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Deanery Mission & Pastoral Plan 

The Deanery Mission & Pastoral Plan is in the process of being revised. In light of the 

current pandemic we must recognize the limits of human planning. However we need 

to ensure 

• We engage with the emerging priorities of the national church and the Diocese, 

including the Diocesan Common Vision (to become a Christ like church for the 

sake of the world) 

• We allow churches to take their own approaches to address the missional 

opportunities and challenges within their own unique location e.g. extensive 

new housing, population growth, schools, older people, developing a mixed 

economy of church. 

• We provide support and an opportunity to share good practice 

• We have the right ministerial deployment and resources to support all this. 

We have a clear sense that we are called to be an enabling deanery – helping parishes 

as they seek to live out God’s mission in their places rather than dictating how mission 

and ministry should be approached. 

The deanery has many church primary schools so there is a lot of wisdom to share on 

governance and parish engagement. 

We are a diverse deanery and we hope that the new incumbent will wish to share in 

this ministry with us. We will work hard to provide the successful candidate with a 

warm welcome and supportive colleagues. Join us as we seek to work towards 

becoming a more Christ-like church which is more courageous, contemplative and 

compassionate.  
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Benefice Profile 

Parishes of 

Broughton with North Newington, 

Epwell, Shutford, Sibford, Swalcliffe and Tadmarton 

DEDDINGTON DEANERY 

DIOCESE OF OXFORD 

The six churches of the Wykeham Benefice are all situated within a five mile radius. 
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The area covered by the benefice lies just west of Banbury, on the edge of the 

Cotswolds. It is predominantly rural, but there is much local industry and commerce 

nearby. The nearest of the parishes to Banbury is Broughton which is about two miles 

away. The other parishes are up to five miles north and west of there. 

The Local Area 

Walking – there are numerous well signed walks around the villages, and further 

afield many designated bridleways and walks in nearby villages.  

Cycling – the Oxfordshire Cycle Way has around 30 miles of its route within the 

Cherwell area.  

Arts & Events – Theatre, music, dance, traditional crafts and art exhibitions are 

available in the area, at The Mill in Banbury, Banbury Museum, Adderbury, the 

Chipping Norton Theatre, and further afield at Stratford upon Avon and Oxford. The 

nearest cinemas are in Banbury, Chipping Norton and Stratford.  

Sports & Recreation – The Spiceball Park Sports Centre in Banbury has a 25m 

pool, activity and sports halls and squash courts, sauna etc. Sibford School makes 

their swimming pool available at certain times to local residents. There is a gliding 

club and a number of golf clubs up to 5 miles distant. 

Transport - There is a bus service which runs 5 times daily between Stratford upon 

Avon and Banbury calling at Swalcliffe, Tadmarton and Broughton. Once a day only 

there is a separate service between Shutford and Banbury. A car is essential for 

shopping in Chipping Norton or Shipston-on-Stour. 

Schools 

There are two primary schools in the benefice: Bishop Carpenter VA School in North 

Newington, and Sibford Gower Endowed School. Both belong to the Warriner Multi 

Academy Trust. The Warriner is our feeder secondary school located in Bloxham. 

Over the last few years a rich relationship has been developed between school, church 

and community. This is greatly valued and is important to us all. As the school with 

the church foundation, Bishop Carpenter is used to the rector leading an act of 

worship every two weeks, enabling a family service every term,  running Godly Play 

with the classes once a term and visiting to support the teaching of RE and 

governance. Sibford Gower primary school also values good relationships with the 

Church community. We would expect our new rector to enable these to develop and 

flourish. 
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Bishop Carpenter School requests that the amazing 

work begun in their school be remembered and 

valued, and be pivotal to the appointment of a new 

rector for the parish and the school. The Worship 

Team would be delighted to share the work that 

they are doing in school and hopes that the next 

rector would be able to take this on, and allow them 

to continue on this path to grow and develop their 

Christian ethos. 

Other schools in the benefice are Sibford School, an 

independent mixed school of some 400 pupils from 

3 to 18 with a Quaker foundation, and Swalcliffe 

Park School, a special school for boys on the autistic 

spectrum. 

There is a college of Higher Education and a Sixth 

Form College in Banbury. 

Healthcare 

The nearest doctors’ surgeries are at Sibford, Bloxham, Shenington and Banbury. 

There are numerous care homes for the old and sick in the vicinity including Banbury, 

Chipping Norton, Shipston, Wroxton, and Bloxham. 

In Banbury there is a major NHS and private hospital at the Horton and a private-

only hospital at the Foscote. Other nearby hospitals are in Chipping Norton and 

Shipston-on-Stour, and in Oxford (25 miles) there are numerous world-class NHS 

and private hospitals. 

Churches 

Each of the churches in the benefice is distinctive, but they work very well together, 

with a Benefice Eucharist on the first Sunday of each month, and combined services 

on several of the weekday feasts and also on Palm Sunday and for the Christmas Eve 

Midnight Service. All of these services are rotated around the six parishes. Lent 

Austerity Charity Lunches are also shared out between the six parishes and take place 

on Mondays during Lent. Lent Bible Study courses are held each year. 

The benefice has been served by a rector for the last seven and a half years, who has 

now retired. His wife was a Self-Supporting Minister (SSM) who also provided cover. 

There is also an associate priest, The Revd John Tattersall, (also an SSM), who is 
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currently running the benefice as he did during a long interregnum before the 

appointment of the most recent rector. John is also Chair of the Diocesan Board of 

Finance and works in London during most of the week. There are other local clergy, 

mostly retired, who help out in the benefice. 

Please refer to the Appendix for a schedule of services in a typical month. We have a 

broad range of services, and major festivals are well supported by the community. 

Morning prayer is said on a daily basis around the churches. 

Sunday morning services in Broughton are enhanced by the parish’s enthusiastic 

choir. The combined benefice choir sings at monthly benefice services wherever they 

are held and at special services such as carol services at Christmas, in Broughton, 

Sibford and Tadmarton. Members of the choirs usually sing with the combined choirs 

of the Oxfordshire members of the Royal School of Church Music at the annual 

Festival Evensong. 

Five of the churches have regular organists and most have a CD system. In Shutford 

and Tadmarton, the new organs have the ability to play back hymns for occasions 

when an organist cannot be present. 

Preparation for marriage, baptism and confirmation is dealt with by the Associate 

Priest, The Revd John Tattersall, during the vacancy for a rector. 

People of all denominations – or none – are welcome to any services in the six 

parishes. 

House Communion is available but not Communion by Extension.  

There is no formal benefice policy on the remarriage of divorced people in church but 

all parishes accept that the decision on each case should rest with our rector, and 

divorcees have been married in the past in all the churches. 

During a year one may expect around ten baptisms, twenty marriages (Broughton 

being a popular venue), fourteen funerals and seven internment of ashes. 

All our parishes accept women priests. 

The benefice has a website at wykehambenefice.org.uk and a monthly newsletter 

Wykeham Benefice News is delivered free to all households. 

Lay community support 

A significant proportion of administrative responsibilities have been taken on by lay 

people. 

https://wykehambenefice.org.uk/
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All the parishes pay their share. Parish finances are in a satisfactory position though 

appeals are required for major expenditure. Churches are in a good state of repair and 

plans for improving facilities have met with a generous response. 

The Rectory  

The Rectory is situated in Sibford which is the largest of the six villages. The property, 

recently acquired by the Diocese, is a modern four-bedroom house with two 

bathrooms and extensive views over the countryside. The double garage is currently 

being converted into a separate study. The house is on a quiet road and is a ten minute 

walk from Sibford Church. 
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Our Ideal Priest is… 

• A priest who will be an inspiration to the faithful as well as reaching out to the 

uncommitted in the parishes, especially millennials and families with children. 

• An effective preacher of the Gospel who will possess sufficient scholarship to 

interpret the Bible. 

• By their life and example, a natural communicator and community leader; a 

People Person. 

• A person who will enable and develop the existing rich relationships between 

our primary schools and the church and community. (See Schools on page 7.) 

• A person who will provide leadership in the delivery of pastoral care 

throughout the communities on a regular and consistent basis including the 

visiting of newcomers. 

• A person who is capable of maintaining a unified benefice comprising six 

different parishes. 

• Computer literate (but not spending too much time at it). 

• A good delegator and prepared to ask for help. 

• Someone who will encourage and enhance musical life in the benefice. 
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Parish Profile: Church of St Mary the Virgin, 

Broughton with North Newington 

The villages of Broughton and North Newington are separate parishes, but are one 

ecclesiastical parish with a shared church, the church of St Mary the Virgin, 

Broughton with North Newington. They are situated approximately 2 miles west of 

Banbury. The parish joined the Wykeham Benefice in 1996.  

 

    
 
Population: Broughton 286, North Newington 324 (2011 census). 

The Church 

The Church of St. Mary dates almost entirely from the early part of the 14th Century 

while the circular font is evidence of an earlier 12th Century Church. Attendance at 

services on average is 20 people. Services are morning Holy Communion and 

occasional BCP Evensongs. There is also good attendance at Remembrance Sunday 

and Christmas services. It is a popular venue for weddings and concerts. There is also 

a summer Christian Soccer School which is run by an external youth leader. This 

caters for primary school aged children of the village and those in nearby Banbury. 

Almost 30 young people are supported by local volunteers. The PCC is actively 

involved in social and fundraising events. There is a biennial fête at the Castle. 

Broughton village & surrounds 

The village has excellent links with the Castle. Broughton Castle gets 15,000 visitors 

a year. (The church uses the Castle car park, and occasionally the Car Park toilets. The 

Castle is 200m away and all the Castle visitors walk past the church.) 

There is a good village pub, the Saye & Sele Arms, but no shop (the shop closed in the 

80’s).  
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In 1989 the church instigated the building of St Mary’s House in the village on 

Wykeham Lane. It has been a great success hosting regular events, clubs and 

meetings.  

Broughton comes within the catchment area of the North Newington primary school, 

Bishop Carpenter. 

http://broughton-oxon.uk/ 

North Newington 

Bishop Carpenter is a wonderful Church of England Primary School in North 

Newington. It has worked very hard with SIAMS material, has its own Worship Team 

and devises and leads Family Services in school. They have visited church on a Sunday 

– an area which could be developed. The school under its current head, Mrs Nicky 

Stephenson, is keen to develop links with the Parish Church. The school takes children 

from Broughton and North Newington, and Shutford (in the benefice).  

North Newington needs to be loved and cared for – save for recent encouraging 

interest from the school, we have largely lost them – they have their own Harvest 

Festival and Christmas events and annual fete (whereas the biennial Broughton fete 

is a church fund-raiser). 

North Newington has a pub, The Blinking Owl. The Broughton & North Newington 

Sports & Social Club is situated half-way between the two villages. They hold regular 

football and cricket matches, and an active Playgroup on weekdays. 

https://northnewington.wordpress.com/ 

 

 

http://broughton-oxon.uk/
https://northnewington.wordpress.com/
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Parish Profile: St Anne’s Church, Epwell 

 

Community 

1. Epwell is a small rural village in an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, seven 

miles from Banbury, with approximately 116 households and a population of 

about 285 of which 40 are under the age of nineteen. There is a pub, The 

Chandlers Arms, but no longer a shop or post office.  

2. There is a Village Hall which can be hired for private use, and a well-equipped 

playing field with a pavilion. EDGE (Epwell Drama Group Experience), the 

local children’s drama group, meets in the Village hall and puts on three 

productions a year, including a Nativity Play in the church. There is also a 

Gardening Club and a Yoga group. 

3. Next to the Village Hall is a privately-run nursery, and the local primary school 

is in the nearby village of Sibford. 

4. St. Anne’s is a small beautiful building in good repair standing in the heart of 

the village. It is surrounded by a well-tended churchyard containing a wide 

variety of wildflowers. 

5. There is a very strong community spirit in Epwell, with the intermingling of 

various groups for the benefit of all. There is a bi-monthly publication, The 

Epwell Echo, which details news, articles and coverage of local events. The 
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circular nature of Epwell’s layout and absence of a main road makes it a quiet, 

happy and safe environment, particularly for children. 

Church Life 

1. St Anne's church dates back to the 13th century and is listed Grade 2. Epwell is 

a typical “middle of the road” Church of England community led by an active 

PCC. There are regular Sunday Eucharist and occasional family services. Other 

services include Mothering Sunday, Father’s Day, Taizé, Evensong, Songs of 

Praise, Harvest Festival, Remembrance Sunday, Christingle, a Nativity Play on 

Christmas Eve and a Family Communion on Christmas Day. On Monday there 

is 9.00am Morning Prayer and a 9.30 Communion service every Wednesday 

morning. One of the highlights of our year is the Palm Sunday service, which 

begins with a donkey leading a procession around the village. 

2. There is a dedicated honorary organist with a back-up CD system; an induction 

loop system has been installed. The Wykeham Benefice, of which Epwell forms 

a part, has a choir which sings at benefice, Christmas and Lent services. 

3. There are numerous fundraising occasions in aid of the church which are well 

supported by the local community and we have a regular pattern of giving to 

charities, both local and national. 

4. We hold baptisms, confirmations, funerals and perhaps one or two weddings a 

year. We accommodate those from other parishes who already receive 

communion before confirmation. 

5. There are 20 on the Electoral Roll. The total number of communicants in 2019 

was 538 and the number of people attending services that year was 1024 over 

the age of sixteen and 113 under the age of sixteen. The parish share has been 

paid in full each year. 

6. The church has a lovely atmosphere of peace and tranquillity which provides a 

place for quiet prayer and reflection for all. In 2007 we established a small side 

chapel which is devoted to private prayer where people can come and seek 

spiritual refreshment, light candles and leave prayer messages. 

Our vision and mission  

Our mission is to preach and bear witness to the Gospel of Jesus Christ as best we may 

in a small rural community. We have a real desire and willingness to engage with and 

serve the community. 
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The Parish in the community 

One way or another, the Church touches the lives of almost everyone in the village, 

though most are not regular church attendees. However, there is evidence that the 

side chapel is being used for reflection and private prayer and a significant proportion 

of the village come to church to celebrate Christmas, Easter and Remembrance. There 

is a loyal, thoughtful, interested and interesting congregation, willing to worship, read 

and lead. Through excellent work with children in the wider area, Epwell Drama 

Group Experience (known as EDGE) encourages young people to actively participate 

in services such as Harvest, Mothering Sunday, Father’s Day and Christingle. 

Refreshments are served after the majority of services. 

Church activities and contacts form part of the St Anne's welcome pack for new 

arrivals. 

We know the church is valued and supported by the community even though they may 

not be regular worshippers but this does not diminish our willingness to persist, 

encourage and engage community interest and involvement in church services and 

worship. 
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Parish Profile: St Martin’s Church, Shutford 

 

Community (see also www.shutfordvillage.com) 

The village of Shutford is situated 5 miles west of Banbury lying between the main 

roads from Banbury to Stratford upon Avon and Shipston on Stour. There are about 

190 households, with a population of about 500 including 50 children. Although not 

mentioned in the Domesday Book, there has been a settlement here since the Iron 

Age. Most of the properties are built of Hornton stone with some properties more than 

250 years old, but with more than a third built in the last 25 years or so.  

Residents represent all socio-economic groups but with very few unemployed or poor. 

Housing is expensive with very little social or affordable properties. There are a few 

original Shutfordians still living in the village, but most residents have moved here in 

the last 30 years or so. There is no school or village shop, but there is a flourishing 

pub, The George and Dragon, and a new village hall near the church. There is a small 

industrial area employing some local people, but most must travel to Banbury or 

further afield for work. The village is surrounded by beautiful countryside in this quiet 

part of North Oxfordshire. There is an active Women’s Institute Group, Art Group, 

Book Club, Film Club and Fitness Groups – though none is directly connected with 

the church. Leisure facilities are available in Banbury. 

The only public transport is a shoppers’ bus service to Banbury at 11.15am on Monday 

to Saturday, with additional services during school holidays: own transport is 

essential – there are good rail links and intercity road links from Banbury.  

Church of England Bishop Carpenter Junior School, North Newington (2 miles) and 

Warriner Secondary School, Bloxham (5 miles) were the main local schools for village 

children. This is no longer the case as young children attend Shenington, Sibford, 
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Wroxton and other schools with older ones attending ones in Banbury and further 

afield. There are no hospitals or care homes in the village. 

St Martin’s Church 

St Martin’s Church is grade 2 listed and dates back to Norman times but with most of 

it built in the 14th and 15th centuries and heavily restored in mid- 19th Century and the 

roof in the early 20th century. There is an early 15th century perpendicular oak screen 

with unusual open-work tracery. There is evidence of ancient wall paintings. Access 

is by a flight of steps. It is dwarfed by the manor house but stands in an elevated 

position above the village pub, with the tower illuminated on Sundays and when 

sponsored. More than £30,000 was spent on various items of restoration in 2007. 

Since then a new electronic organ has been purchased and minor repairs completed, 

including work on the font. The most recent Quinquennial report in April 2015 

highlighted items of repointing, woodwork inspection, plasterwork and some 

redecoration which remain outstanding. An electrical inspection was done in 2017. 

The next Quinquennial inspection is due in 2020. Monies for this work came from a 

legacy and monies accumulated from various fund-raising efforts over the years. The 

church is open daily from 10.00am until dusk and is visited by people doing the 

Shutford Circular walk, Cotswold Area tourists and by villagers for worship and quiet 

prayer and solace.  

Finance 

A review of general income shows that planned giving has covered the cost of ministry 

most years, with other income and fund raising covering most other costs. The 

average general income has been about £14,000 per annum. There has been a surplus 

in recent years with a build-up of funds in general funds which at the end of 2019 were 

about £18,000 more than enough to cover 2020’s costs. However, the loss of major 

donors will cause problems in the long term. £2,000 was given to good causes in 2019.  

There is a separate Restoration Funds of £17,000 which is fed with income from the 

annual Shutford village festival and investment interest. The church insurance 

premium of £2,000 is paid from restoration funds. The annual Report and Accounts 

are published on the village website. 

Church membership & worship 

Shutford and the parish of Broughton with North Newington joined the Wykeham 

Benefice in 1996. There has never been a resident vicar in the village. Church 

attendance is modest with a “worshipping community” of about 25. 15 worship once 

a month with an average congregation of 10 on a normal Sunday (ranging from 5 – 15 
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in 2019). There is a mixture of BCP Communion, Common Worship and Non-

Eucharistic Morning Praise: often men outnumber women. Evensong has been held 

occasionally on the 5th Sunday of a month. Morning Prayer is held each Saturday. 

There are 11 members on the electoral roll and 10 on a Family Roll, although there are 

other residents who worship on an occasional basis and on festival days. There was 1 

child baptised and 1 wedding in 2019. Music is provided by an organ which has a 

recording facility. There is no longer a regular organist so there is a reliance on 

volunteers to record or play. A brass band plays at our Remembrance Service. As with 

the rest of the benefice, worship has been led by our Rector Ronald Hawkes together 

with John Tattersall and Elisabeth Hawkes. There is a small team of mostly retired 

clergy who assist from time to time. There has been occasional lay led Family 

Worship. The church is not directly involved with any of the village organisations 

although some church members do belong to them. Any work with children is through 

the primary school, Messy Church and a Benefice Youth Group. It is rare to see 

children and their families in church even for family-style worship. 

Mission of the Church 

To encourage the spread of Christian values; to invite the community to be involved 

with the church, leading by example and sharing life more fully with focus on the 

family; to ensure people of all ages are made to feel welcome and part of church life 

and be aware of their needs and how members of the church congregation can help. 

Strengths 

St Martin’s church has a small, loyal and good-natured congregation but is also loved 

by the wider community. It is a welcoming lovely church building in good repair, and 

situated right in the heart of the community. A variety of styles of worship are 

available. It is financially viable at present with cost of ministry covered by regular 

worshippers with the extended community willing to support other fund-raising 

initiatives: Illuminate and Celebrate covers electricity costs. The church is open daily 

with worship on Saturdays and Sundays. There is outreach through social occasions 

including community lunches, Summer Festival, Messy Church and charitable fund 

raising. We are willing to change and try new ideas whether in church or in the wider 

community. 

Challenges 

We are an ageing congregation and PCC with only 11 people on the electoral roll and 

a vacancy on the PCC and feel unable to compete with 21st century distractions and 

attract new blood; the average weekly church attendance is ten. Few younger people 
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are willing to take the lead so future Messy Church events are in doubt. Church access 

is by a flight of steps and there are no toilet facilities. 

Priorities 

Encourage greater involvement with church life. Establish village requirements by 

getting to know our neighbours. Good use of village and benefice talents working 

towards better unity: review worship patterns including less formal worship. Attract 

families and younger people who are willing to help ensure that “church” remains 

relevant and viable. 
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Parish profile: Holy Trinity Church, Sibford 

 

Sibford is the largest community in the Wykeham Benefice, comprising Sibford 

Ferris, Sibford Gower and Burdrop. The total population is around 1,000 and there 

are two separate Parish Councils. 

Village Amenities 

The community enjoys many amenities including: 

• Holy Trinity Church, a Quaker Meeting House 

• The Wykham Arms public house 

• Endowed Primary School with a ‘Good’ Ofsted Report, Village Hall 

• Doctor’s Surgery including dispensary 

• Independent Quaker School for 3 to 18 year olds, with boarding facilities for 

senior pupils 

• A Drivers Group to provide local transport for those who are unable to drive 

• A village shop with Post Office 
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• A bus service runs five times a day from Stratford-on-Avon to Banbury via The 

Sibfords except on Sundays. 

• Active clubs and societies in the village include: History Society, Horticultural 

Society, Film Club, Friendship Club (over 50’s) Lunch Club, Walking Group, 

Beavers, Cubs and Scouts, Yoga, T’ai chi, Mums and Tots and a Drama Group 

who put on a production after meeting during the winter months. 

All these groups meet in the modern Village Hall which is opposite the Church and is 

well used for village and outside functions and activities. The Sibford Scene magazine 

and Wykeham Benefice News are delivered free to all households. Together with the 

website at thesibfords.uk, these keep the community up to speed with what is going 

on in the villages. 

Church Life 

Holy Trinity church was built in 1840 and is located in Sibford Gower, opposite the 

Village Hall. The church building is in good repair, open every day, well-lit and a place 

for prayer and contemplation. The congregation is between 20 and 30 with increased 

numbers at special 

services: festivals, 

Baptisms, Remembrance, 

Carol, and Crib services. 

Services are usually 

followed by refreshments 

providing a chance to 

socialise. Sibford has 

members in the Benefice 

Choir. The Electoral Roll is 

40 and rotas are in place 

for reading, flowers and 

cleaning. The church is 

appreciated and supported 

by the wider community which helps with the regular upkeep and maintenance of the 

building. The church burial grounds are regularly maintained by a contractor paid for 

by the two Parish Councils. A Safeguarding Policy is in place. 

Finance 

The Parish Share is paid in full and is largely provided by Planned Giving. 

https://thesibfords.uk/


Wykeham Benefice Profile  Relationship, Evangelism, Discipleship 

23 

Charitable Giving 

During the year the Church supports the following Charities: British Legion, Church 

Missionary Society, Christian Aid and Oxfordshire Historic Churches. 

In addition, there is a box in church for non-perishable food items which are delivered 

to Polly who daily feeds the homeless in Banbury. Produce from our harvest Festival 

is also given to Polly. Concerts and other events held in church have supported other 

charities. 

Proceeds from our Lent Lunch are also given to a nominated charity. 

Vision 

• to attract an enthusiastic rector to help us with our future church and 

community life 

• to reach out and attract the wider village community, especially young families, 

into our church 

• to improve the kitchen facilities and provide a more usable community space 

within the church building. Initial architect’s drawings and costings have been 

received. 

• to continue the popular Community Youth Group which attracted between 12 

and 20 children and up to 5 teenagers completing their DoE Award, providing 

a good outreach to young people. 

• to continue the close links with Sibford Gower Endowed Primary School who 

regularly use Holy Trinity Church to celebrate Harvest, Christmas, Easter etc. 

• to take regular Assemblies at the primary school. 

Parochial Church Council 

The PCC meet four times each year and attend two additional meetings of The 

Benefice Council. The PCC appoint one member to serve on the Deanery Synod. 

 

Sibford 

Gower and 

Burdrop from 

Sibford Ferris 
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Parish Profile: The Church of St Peter and St 

Paul, Swalcliffe 

The Parish and Community Life 

The Parish is a small, peaceful yet thriving village set in unspoilt countryside on the 

B4035 between Banbury and Shipston-on-Stour. It has a stable population of around 

250 residents in about 95 dwellings. The profile is mixed with a growing number of 

families with young children-approximately 30 under the age of 10-and an increasing 

diversity. It still has three working farms, two livery stables and an entrepreneurial 

equestrian business. Villagers are either retired, employed locally in a variety of 

professions, or commute daily or weekly to London. There are a few second homes. 

The village amenities include the Church, a popular pub, The Stag’s Head, a village 

hall, a recently-constructed Woodland Play Park for children and an impressive 15th 

century Tithe Barn. Built in 1401-7, this is now a museum with a collection of 

traditional agricultural and trade vehicles and an exhibition of 2,500 years of 

Swalcliffe history. The barn is run by English Heritage. There is also a boarding 

school, Swalcliffe Park School, renowned for its educational achievements with about 

50 boys (aged 12-19) on the autistic spectrum. Swalcliffe has always had a particularly 

strong sense of community with a large number of active clubs, societies and regular 

fundraising events held throughout the year. It is known for being welcoming, 

tolerant, easy going and very sociable. 

The Church 

The Church of St. Peter and St. Paul, which occupies a dominant position in the heart 

of the village, is the largest church in the benefice, yet in the smallest village. The 

current building was mostly constructed between the 12th and mid-14th centuries, but 

retains traces of its Saxon origins. It has strong associations with the Wykeham 

family, whose most illustrious member, William of Wykeham (Bishop of Winchester 

and Chancellor of England), founded New College, Oxford. It merits two pages in 

Pevsners Guide to Oxfordshire, which notes its outstanding architectural features, 

medieval wall paintings and Victorian stained-glass windows. It is always open to 

visitors. 

Inevitably, a building of such age, size and historical significance means that repairs 

and maintenance costs are a constant concern, but a dedicated small group of 

parishioners work hard to ensure it will be there for generations to come. 

In the last ten years there have been two major renovation projects. The Church tower 

stonework and roof was repaired at a cost of over £250,000 (half raised through 
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village fundraising and grants and the other half match-funded by English Heritage) 

and in 2016 a small kitchen and toilet were installed, opening up opportunities for the 

church building to be used for a wider range of community events. A stair climber was 

purchased enabling access up the steps for the disabled. 

There is a small but loyal congregation attending normal Sunday services (up to 12) 

with larger congregations at festivals (Christmas 40+) and special events; the hugely 

popular annual Carols and Nativity ‘Tableau’ attracts over 175 adults and children. 

The Church Electoral Roll has 16 members. 

Children are welcomed to all services and especially to the family Pet Service and 

Mother’s Day Service. Messy Church is held in the village hall twice a year. 

The church building is much 

loved and valued as an asset by 

the local community, with very 

positive responses to every fund-

raising event. It is now used for 

candlelit Harvest Suppers, a 

thriving German-style Christmas 

market, an exhibition space for 

artists and for regular concerts 

which cater for all musical tastes 

from renaissance folk to brass 

band and choral music. The 

churchyard is well cared for through the hard work and dedication of village 

volunteers. Access to high-speed broadband for the village is facilitated by equipment 

installed on the church tower roof.  

The PCC meets at least four times a year with meetings being held in members’ 

respective homes over a glass of wine. Meetings, usually chaired by the rector, focus 

on church event planning, maintenance work, finances and its mission to reach out 

into the wider community. The current financial position is positive; each year the 

church succeeds in paying its Parish share (currently £5,918), covering its annual 

upkeep of about £12,500 and keeping a similar amount in reserve to allow for any 

exceptional costs. The key challenge is how to sustain the church and all its activities 

without being over-reliant on the hard work and goodwill of a very small group of 

parishioners who organize them.  

The future 

Given both its physical prominence and its central role in the life of the village, there 

is a strong desire to maintain church traditions yet also to build on the tremendous 
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social spirit that makes 

Swalcliffe such a warm 

and welcoming place to 

live. We summarise this 

mission as making the 

church ‘a beacon of light’ 

for the whole community. 

We are constantly 

seeking ways to make the 

church more accessible, 

inspiring and relevant. 

One key opportunity currently underway is to obtain major grants for the 

conservation of the medieval wall paintings, stained-glass windows and the repair of 

stonework. This could lead to the church becoming a landmark building of historical 

and architectural interest, opening up the possibility of exciting opportunities for 

education and sharing knowledge. 
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Parish Profile: St Nicholas Church, Tadmarton 

Community 

This is a cheerful and sociable village community comprising of Upper and Lower 

Tadmarton, which are separated by about half a mile, and Highlands. 

The population was around 450 when the village appraisal was carried out in 1996, 

with the largest age bracket being 40 to 60 years old. Since then, a whole new 

community was built on the edge of the parish at Highlands, comprising 50 properties 

for people over 55 years of age. This has a population of approximately 100. 

Most people have lived in the village for between 5 and 15 years and for most it is their 

main residence, although there is a recent trend for houses to be bought as weekend 

retreats. 

There are many lovely walks to be had over the public footpaths, crossing the fields 

village to village, with wonderful scenic views of rural Oxfordshire. 

The village has its own website which has a section on the Church; see 

https://www.tadmartonvillage.co.uk/ 

Leisure facilities 

There is a pub in the centre of Upper Tadmarton, opposite the Church, called The 

Lampet Arms. This is the hub for many village occasions and gatherings, including 

weekly coffee mornings, parties, wakes and of course, a good drink! The pub also runs 

Dominoes, Quiz and Aunt Sally teams. 

Tadmarton Village Hall is situated next to the Church. The two often collaborate and 

support one and other with fundraising events. 

Many activities take place in the Village Hall, including Country Dancing, Computer 

Club, Line Dancing, Monthly coffee mornings, Film Nights and parties. 

Other village clubs and activities available are Golf Club, Horticultural Society and 

there are also some allotments. There is a well-attended village fête. 

The Village Hall has a car park which it allows the Church to use when extra parking 

is required, usually for larger events, such as benefice services, weddings and funerals. 

The Village Hall also has an enclosed tarmacked area at the rear, in which young 

people can play sports, ride bikes etc. 

https://www.tadmartonvillage.co.uk/
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Public Transport  

There is a regular bus service to Banbury, 5 miles, and Stratford (via Shipston), 10 

miles. Tadmarton is just 15 minutes away from Banbury Railway Station, with links 

for a quick and easy commute to London.  

Church Life 

St Nicholas is a beautiful ancient building, situated in the heart of Upper Tadmarton. 

It is a traditional C of E village Church with associated types of services. It is in good 

repair, due to close monitoring by the PCC, with a well-tended open churchyard. 

There are plans afoot to improve facilities with instillation of a kitchen and a good 

display of artefacts. 

Maggie Stevens plays the organ for our Sunday services. We have a CD system and 

the organ has the ability to play back hymns for occasions when an organist cannot be 

present. 

We have a strong and pro-active PCC who strive to maintain future focus. They are 

full of ideas and work hard together with fundraising and providing outreach 

activities. We are blessed with a kind, caring and very friendly congregation and well-

attended services.  

The parish is part of the Wykham Benefice of six churches. The associate minister is 

The Revd J Tattersall. 

Services 

Village Service is held once a month and is sometimes lay led. We have a small 

committee which liaises by email to plan this service. Attendance approximately 

averages 20. 

Sometimes we have a service on a Sunday evening which is either a Songs of Praise or 

Evensong. Attendance approximately averages 10. 

There is also a Communion service on a Tuesday morning with no hymns. Attendance 

approximately averages 6. This is followed by coffee and a chat in the pub, which 

connects with a wider community. The remaining two Sunday morning services are 

Communion (attendance about 20), with the first in the month being a united 

Benefice Service held, on rotation, at one of the six churches in the Wykham Benefice. 

All services are followed by refreshments (including Tadmarton’s finest cakes!) and a 

chance to socialise. 
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Our Benefice 

 

You will have read the profiles prepared by each parish. They 

tell their individual stories. As a benefice we work happily 

together. We support each other in practical ways. 

Sometimes parishes have supported each other financially. 

We have a Benefice Council where we can share our plans 

for mission and ministry and practical issues. 

We have a broad range of services, and major festivals are 

well supported by the community. Morning prayer is said on 

a daily basis in one of the churches. 

There are great opportunities to further our work in the 

benefice schools. 

All the parishes pay their share. Parish finances are in a 

satisfactory position though appeals are required for major 

expenditure. Churches are in a good state of repair and plans 

for improving facilities have met with a generous response. 

A significant proportion of administrative responsibilities 

have been taken on by lay people. You are pushing at an open 

door in terms of lay people being ready and willing to take 

on responsibility. 

Yes, there are six parishes in the benefice to serve but we will 

do all we can to support you. So, we say, come and see for 

yourself – a warm welcome awaits you.  
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Appendix: Services in a typical month 

Sunday 
2nd 

Epwell 10.00 Benefice Eucharist 

4th Tadmarton 10.00 Holy Communion (BCP) 

5th Epwell 9.30 Holy Communion 

Sunday 
9th 

Sibford 8.00 Holy Communion (BCP) 

 Shutford 9.30 Holy Communion (BCP)  

 Sibford 10.00 Morning Praise 

 Epwell 9.45 Morning Praise 

 Broughton 11.00 Holy Communion 

 Tadmarton 11.00 Holy Communion 

11th Tadmarton 10.00 Holy Communion (BCP) 

12th Epwell 9.30 Holy Communion 

Sunday 
16th 

Broughton 8.00 Holy Communion (BCP) 

 Sibford 9.30 Holy Communion 

 Swalcliffe 9.30 Holy Communion 

 Epwell 9.45 Holy Communion 

 Broughton 11.00 Morning Praise 

 Shutford 11.00 Morning Praise 

 Tadmarton 11.00 Holy Communion 

18th Tadmarton 10.00 Holy Communion 

19th Epwell 9.30 Holy Communion 

Sunday 
23rd 

Shutford 9.30 Holy Communion 

 Sibford 9.30 Holy Communion (BCP) 

 Swalcliffe 9.30 Holy Communion 

 Epwell 9.45 Holy Communion 

 Broughton 11.00 Holy Communion 

 Tadmarton 11.00 Village Service 

25th Tadmarton 9.30 Holy Communion (BCP) 

26th Epwell 9.30 Holy Communion 

Sunday 
30th 

Sibford 9.30 Holy Communion 
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 Swalcliffe 9.30 Holy Communion 

 Epwell 9.45 Holy Communion 

 Broughton 11.00 Holy Communion 

 Tadmarton 11.00 Holy Communion 

 Shutford 6.00 Evensong (BCP) 

 

In addition, Morning Prayer is said on a daily basis around the parishes at around 

9.00am as follows: Monday - Epwell, Tuesday - Broughton, Wednesday - Sibford, 

Friday - Swalcliffe, Saturday - Shutford. These services attract a small but loyal 

attendance. 

BCP Evensong services are also held on two or three Sundays during the summer 

months at Broughton. 
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Appendix: Further information 

Benefice and Churches 

https://wykehambenefice.org.uk 

Villages 

Broughton https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Broughton,_Oxfordshire 

Epwell http://www.epwell.com 

North Newington https://northnewington.wordpress.com/  

Shutford http://www.shutfordvillage.com 

Sibford https://thesibfords.uk 

Swalcliffe https://www.swalcliffevillage.co.uk 

Tadmarton https://www.tadmartonvillage.co.uk/ 

Schools (within the benefice) 

Bishop Carpenter Primary School, 
North Newington 

http://www.bishopcarpenterschool.com 

Sibford Gower Endowed Primary School http://www.sibford-gower.oxon.sch.uk/  

Sibford School https://www.sibford.oxon.sch.uk 

Swalcliffe Park School https://swalcliffepark.co.uk 

Other 

Broughton Castle http://www.broughtoncastle.com 
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