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PART A – Vision and Needs, Person Specification  
 

1. Vision and Needs  
 

St Peter and St Paul’s church, Swanscombe, has a genuine desire to serve 
the community – a community that looks to the church for support.  
 
The parish is part of the Gravesend Deanery. 
 
We recognise the church’s unique position in initiating and supporting 
community initiatives with disadvantaged groups of all ages. We wish to build 
on the strong foundations already laid.  We have excellent relationships with 
two local primary schools.   We wish this to continue and to develop these 
links to include the new primary school located in the new Castle Hill Estate 
and the local secondary school academy. 
 
Swanscombe has a village feel within a large conurbation.  It is important to 
us to hold on to this sense of community whilst we embrace the regenerative 
changes that are currently in progress within the area.  We therefore wish to 
continue to develop our excellent team of lay people whilst encouraging 
others to participate. 
 
Swanscombe sits at the geographic centre of the regeneration initiatives for 
the new Ebbsfleet Garden City.  The church, itself, is an iconic, Grade 1 listed 
building and we seek also to be the spiritual centre for the surrounding 
community – both existing and those in development. 
 
In close proximity to the church building we have a Church Centre, which is 
widely used by several local groups and associations in addition to the church 
groups and private hire. 
 
We see the continued use of the Church Centre as important to our presence 
within the local community and look to extend its use where appropriate.  

 
2. Person Specification 

 
In order to meet our vision, we believe we need a new parish priest who: 
 

• Is as enthusiastic about their faith as they are prayerful. 
 

• Understands the joys and complexities of working with a developing 
community. 

 

• Is eager to work with a lay team with diverse social and educational 
backgrounds, and who bring both creativity and reliability to the parish. Our 
priest will provide nurturing, supportive leadership and will encourage a wide 
range of vocations. 
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• Is as comfortable in a pastoral setting as in a strategic forum and is open to 
working ecumenically - able to strengthen existing links as well as forge new 
ones 

 

• Is confident working with people from a traditional background as well as 
those looking for a fresh approach, both in community and worship.  Our 
priest will be a focus for unity as well as a catalyst for change. 

 

• Is able to work with children and young people whilst understanding the needs 
of the elderly and harnessing the talent and commitment of young families. 

 

• Has a positive approach. A good sense of humour would be welcomed. 
 

3. What Our New Priest Can Expect  
 

• A warm welcome for a new priest and their family.  Our church has a 
reputation for being warm and welcoming. 

 

• We are aware of the pressures of a priest’s life.  We can provide a supportive 
environment for a parish priest and family, respecting their need for privacy. 

 

• A family home adjacent to, but separate from, the church and Church Centre. 
 

• A PCC and congregation who are able to work as a team and support each 
other and the priest and family.  
 

• Extensive community links. 
 
 
PART B – Parish Profile  
 

4. Introduction  
 

Swanscombe has a rich history that goes back to the Stone Age.  It is famous 
for a skull known as Swanscombe Man (subsequently found to be a woman) 
which is c 400,000 years old.  The present church was built on a former 
pagan site and is almost 1,000 years old and is listed in the Domesday Book.  
In more recent years, Swanscombe has a history of providing workers for the 
local cement and paper industries.  Increasingly, it is home to numbers of 
London bound commuters.  

The worshipping community at Swanscombe is loyal and faithful to the church.    

 
5. Location  

Swanscombe is a small town, in the civil parish of Swanscombe and Greenhithe, part of 
the Borough of Dartford in Kent.  It is bounded by the Thames to the north, Bluewater 
Shopping Centre to the west and Ebbsfleet International Station to the east. 
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There are excellent road & rail links to London & continent as well as an efficient 
local bus service, including the ‘Fastrack’ bus route.   There is close and easy 
access to A2 and M25 roads and Swanscombe railway station as well as Ebbsfleet 
International Station.   London Charing Cross is approximately 1 hour by local train 
or 30 minutes from Dartford main station.  However, St Pancras is only 17 minutes 
away via high speed train from Ebbsfleet International.  The Kent coast is typically an 
hour’s drive. 
 
Bluewater Retail Park is less than 5 minutes away by car. The traditional riverside 
industries, typically cement and paper, have mainly disappeared, with regeneration 
of vacant sites now in place. 
 
There have been housing developments in the southern part of the parish and 
significant developments planned and in progress to the south at Ebbsfleet Valley. 
 
 
 

Swanscombe 
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6. The Parish  

 
 
 
Swanscombe, although now in Dartford Borough, was historically part of 
Gravesham.  The parish is still part of Gravesend Deanery.   
  
Housing - typically, is a mix of small Victorian terraced cottages, 1950s style 
terraced housing, plus new style properties built in the last two decades.  It is a mix 
of privately owned and council housing.  There are also several sheltered housing 
clusters. 
 
Shops – There is one main high street for essential shopping and small clusters of 
corner shops throughout the village.  There is a choice of supermarkets close by and 
in addition to Bluewater, the town centres of Gravesend and Dartford are a ten- 
minute car ride away. The close proximity to the Dartford Tunnel makes Lakeside 
Shopping Centre in Essex within easy reach.  There a range of fast-food outlets in 
the High Street including a fish and chip shop and a public house. 
There is a car park close to the High Street, which is free to use for the first two 
hours. 
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There are now altogether three public houses in the parish and a club type premises 
called the Pavilion adjacent to a local park. 
 
Health & Leisure - There is a leisure centre, and library and a health centre with 
pharmacy, which is located on the secondary school site.  There is also an NHS 
dentist, vet and several hair and beauty salons.  There is a heritage park, with two 
park areas and a recreation field with an associated sports and leisure centre.  
 
Schools - There are two established primary schools – neither are church schools 
although Manor Primary has strong Christian influences, and a new primary has 
been built on the new Castle Hill development in Ebbsfleet Valley. 
 
Manor Community Primary School  http://www.manor.kent.sch.uk/ 
Craylands Primary School http://www.craylands.kent.sch.uk/ 

Cherry Orchard Primary School (Castle Hill) 
http://www.cherryorchardacademy.org.uk 

 
The secondary school c 20 years old within a short walk of the church; Ebbsfleet 
Academy. http://theebbsfleet academy.kent.sch.uk 
 
Church of England primary and secondary schools within easy travelling distance: 
Primaries: 
St Botolph’s     http://www.st-botolphs.kent.sch.uk/ 
Langafel      http://www.langafel.kent.sch.uk/home.ikml 
 
Secondary: 
St George’s http://www.saintgeorgescofe.kent.sch.uk/  
 
There are also easily accessible and excellent Grammar schools: 
Gravesend Grammar School  http://www.gravesendgrammar.eu/ 
Mayfield Grammar School  http://www.mgsg.kent.sch.uk 
Dartford Grammar School   http://www.dartfordgrammarschool.org.uk/ 
Dartford Grammar School for Girls  
http://www.dartfordgrammargirls.kent.sch.uk/website/ 
 
 
 
7 . Church Buildings  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.manor.kent.sch.uk/
http://www.craylands.kent.sch.uk/
http://www.st-botolphs.kent.sch.uk/
http://www.langafel.kent.sch.uk/home.ikml
http://www.saintgeorgescofe.kent.sch.uk/page/default.asp?title=Home&pid=1
http://www.gravesendgrammar.eu/
http://www./
http://www.dartfordgrammarschool.org.uk/
http://www.dartfordgrammargirls.kent.sch.uk/website/
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The Church and Grounds 
Our Grade 1 listed church completed major renovations just over 10 years ago, 
thanks to a £275,000 grant from Colyer-Fergusson Trust.  The church tower has 8 
hung bells that are rung on appropriate occasions. Our bell ringing team are no 
longer active due to age and health reasons. 
 
The church grounds – we have a closed churchyard with an open council cemetery 
opposite.  The churchyard has an ancient yew tree and houses the Men of Kent 
Memorial.  
 
The last quinquennial inspection was carried out in 2019.  Following lead thefts, the 
church has temporary replacement for lead which will have to be replaced in due 
course. 
 

Rectory 

Oast  Hou se  Church Centre 

Church 

 
 
 
 
 
The Church Centre 
The church hall is a1970s building and has seen much refurbishment over the last 
10 years. It has a main hall, church office, small meeting room with some storage 
capacity, kitchen, disabled toilet facilities as well as car park and outside sheds. 
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Within the last year the outside front and rear areas of the Church Centre are now 
part of an “Edible Garden” community-based project. After receiving financial support 
from Ebbsfleet Development, large planting areas (mainly wooden containers) were 
installed by a locally sourced landscaper last spring, together with new paving and 
trellis. The project has been managed by members of the local community and has 
been very successful. The produce from the garden is subsequently given to people 
living in the community.  
   
 
 
The Rectory 
Comprises - Ground floor: sitting room, office, dining room, kitchen, utility room, 
toilet, garage.  First floor: 4 bedrooms, bathroom, separate toilet.  The property is 
centrally heated and has a mature garden with several fruit trees.  
 
 
 
 

 
8 . Worship and Services 
 
The focus is a weekly Common Worship Holy Communion at 10 am with robed choir.  
Clergy have normally worn cassock-alb and stole.  A children’s Sunday Club runs 
concurrently with the service and parents and children join the service at Eucharistic 
prayer.  Weekly attendance ranges from about 35 to 50. An average for those 
receiving Holy Communion is about 30.  
 
The church has been used to a mix of traditional and modern worship songs. The 10 
am service remains traditional with Holy Communion every week.  The church has a 
basic sound reinforcing system which is used at every service. 
 
We also hold a midweek Holy Communion service and bible study group, normally in 
the Church Centre.  A further evening bible study group meets every other Monday 
in the Rectory.  
 
On an on-going basis there are weddings, funerals, baptisms and thanksgiving 
services 
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There are no other on-going House Groups at present, but we run regular meetings 
throughout Lent and at other times of the year. 
 
We would like these activities to continue, especially encouraging Baptisms, 
Thanksgivings and Weddings upon request from the wider community. 
 
In addition, we wish Holy Communion at every Sunday 10.00am service to continue. 
 
Special services 
 
There are special services to mark the main holy festivals and the community and 
community groups are encouraged to attend.  In addition, there are a number of 
other special services which have evolved and are sought out by the community.   
These include the Star Service, a Christmas service of memorial for families who 
have lost a loved one during the year and in previous years; this is held on the 
second Sunday in December. Our Patronal Festival is held in June and a 
Remembrance service in November. Annually we host the Service of Thanksgiving 
and Dedication for the Association of Men of Kent & Kentish Men; the current 
incumbent is their honorary chaplain. 
 
9. Ministry Team 
 
In addition to the Priest in Charge, the parish has an Associate Priest, with 
permission to officiate, (Reverend Jean Budgen), who attends most 10.00am 
Sunday services  There is a team of people who assist with worship; communion 
assistants, servers, sides persons and those who assist with Bible readings and 
intercessions. .  
 
Pastoral care of the elderly and infirm is shared amongst members of the 
congregation.  
 
Until recently we had a trained Pastoral team but due to health reasons the group is 
not active.  We would like to see further training for those members of the 
congregation wishing to undertake this area of ministry.  
 
We share a Youth and Community worker with our neighbouring parish Greenhithe.  
 
We currently do not have a churchwarden. 
 
10.  The Parochial Church Council (PCC) and Subcommittees 
 
The PCC meets bimonthly.  The PCC is also structured whereby each member is 
also a member of a separate subgroup.  One group deal with all matters relating to 
Finance and Fabric (F & F) with another group focusing on Ministry & Mission 
matters (M & M). All decisions relating from discussion by the two subgroups are 
made at the full PCC meetings. 
 
A Standing Committee meets when necessary to deal with essential parish 
administration. 
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A few male members of the congregation assist with a range of maintenance 
requirements both in the church and Church Centre. This results in only major 
maintenance projects being outsourced to contractors.  
 
We also have a dedicated team of ladies who attend to church cleaning and flowers 
each week. 
 
A fundraising team holds very regular fundraising initiatives – from coffee mornings 
to church fayres.   A separate events team are responsible for arranging less 
frequent events which have community outreach as their primary objective but also 
contribute to fundraising. 
 
Named individuals take responsibility for child and vulnerable adult protection and 
carry out and monitor DBS checks. 
 
11. Finances 
 
The PCC encourages the use of a Free Will Offering scheme and promotes tax 
efficient giving where people pay Income Tax. We pay into a fund to build reserves 
for future repairs but have little in reserve for general expenditure. Giving to local and 
national charities is part of the church’s giving policy, which is in addition to any 
dedicated event to raise funds for a specific charity. (See appendix for summary). 
 
The decision as to which national charity we sponsor for each given year is made at 
the AGM. 
 
The last Stewardship Campaign was carried out in 2018. 
 
12. Young People’s Ministry   
 
We currently only have a few young families with children ranging from birth to early 
teens.  Sunday Club is run by dedicated leaders in the church centre during the first 
part of the Sunday Holy Communion Service and caters mainly for primary school 
ages.  The older children are now being encouraged to take on other roles such as 
sides-people and servers which is proving to be a good way to support their 
development and introduction to full service attendance. 
 
.13. Other Groups 
 
The choir meet for practice in the church building every Thursday evening. 
 

Our coffee morning is open to all in the community and meets every 1st Tuesday of 
the month in the Church Centre. 
 
A “Knit and Natter” Group meets every 2nd Tuesday of the month in the Church 
Centre and again is open to all in the community. 
 
Various other groups meet at the church centre, these include – Seniors Lunch club 
(which provides a 3 course meal to senior citizens every Wednesday and Friday 
lunchtime), slimming world, an Art &Craft group, a Local Historian group, Irish Dance 
group and various fitness groups. 
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14.  Ecumenical  
 

The church is part of the CTEb (Churches together in Ebbsfleet), which is a group of   
local churches from different denominations.  We have arranged ecumenical 
services and meetings provide the opportunity for mutual support.  We also have a 
good rapport with the Methodist church which is another long-established church 
within the parish. At Easter we hold a joint weekly Lent Course and a joint service on 
Good Friday, following our own individual initial services, and a procession behind 
the cross going from our church building to the Methodist church. 
 
15. Links with the Wider Community 
 

We have an excellent relationship with uniformed groups, in particular with First 
Galley Hill Cub Scouts, Brownies and Guides. 
 
Schools – we have established some links with two primary schools and the 
secondary school, but this now needs to be extended further and to also include the 
nearby new primary school. 
 
We are invited to attend events and meetings arranged by the Town Council such as 
community crime forums, council meetings and civic events. Our priest is usually 
asked to open the Mayor’s Annual Civic Reception with prayer.  
 
Our church is the focus for the town’s Remembrance ceremonies, and the “Men of 
Kent” services. 
 
In association with other churches in the parish, we run a food bank known locally as 
the “Food Cellar”, which provides food items for those in need within the community. 
 

In 2014, one of our church members had an idea to host a Community Brunch. This 
is held on the first Sunday of each New Year as a celebration of the year past and 
the arrival of the forthcoming year. This event is always well attended by many of the 
local community including the local churches, local groups, and dignitaries. It is a 
time for all members of the community to get together, to get to know each other and 
to celebrate life. 
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APPENDIX 1 
SUMMARY OF THE PCC ACCOUNTS 

Income - Expenditure and Balances    

  January 1st -December 31st 2019    

      

      

Balances    £  

       

Income     £77,208.67  

       

       

Expenditure    £50,418.50  
       

       

Balance Sheet      

       

Current Assets      

       
Bank-Current Account  General £4,120.18  
     Edible Garden Restricted £17,908.97  
     CHflowers Restricted £1,250.00  
     Bell Ringers Restricted £231.00  
     Sound System  Restricted £1,172.27  
     Kitchen Restricted £934.84  
     Local Charity Restricted £1,720.95  
Bank-Reserve Account   £403.28  
Bank- Friends Account  £231.09  
Flowers cash in Restricted (£32.55)  

     

      £27,940.03 

Diocese Accounts    
Church Savings Account  Designated £20,961.56  
Church Centre Savings Account Designated £5,962.73  
Church Fabric deposit Account Designated £4,304.00  
Church Fabric deposit Account  £2,829.00  

    

      £50,606.73 

CCLA Investment Management Ltd    
Renovation  Restricted £54,918.57  
Lead Roof Replacement Restricted £18257.78  
Church Candles Restricted £852.13  

      £74,028.48 

       

Trust Income Accounts    
Fabric Fund (CBF Investment Fund)-1438S Restricted £34,083.00  
Fabric Fund (CBF Investment Fund)-1439S Designated £14,243.00  
Fabric Fund (CBF Investment Fund)-1440S  £8,638.00  

      

 
£56,964.00 

       


