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St Nicholas Church 

Chislehurst 

Parish Profile 

 
 

Our vision: 

“Building a family that knows and reflects the 

love of Christ” 
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                   Person Specification 

 

We are seeking for an enthusiastic Rector, able to offer support and prayerful 

leadership to our Church.  

We hope that our next Rector will be a person who is theologically and scripturally 

thoughtful and articulate, and inclusively minded. 

▪ Passionate and enthusiastic with a strong conviction of their Christian faith and the Anglican 
tradition 
  

▪ Someone who understands the context of St Nicholas Church and is sensitive to the particular 
needs of the congregations at all services 
 

▪ Confident in leading us in a variety of worship 
 

▪ Able to preach the gospel engagingly and relate this teaching to everyday life 
 

▪ Able to facilitate others to deepen their spirituality and become effective advocates for the 
Gospel 
 

We would like them to be able to recognise, encourage and nurture the many gifts 
in the people of our congregation.                                                                       

▪ Someone who can relate well to families and understands the issues surrounding work/life 
balance 
 

▪ Personable: relates readily to people of all ages  
 

▪ Someone who understands an ever changing and diversifying community 
 

▪ Someone able to meet the pastoral and spiritual needs of the community – wedding 
preparation, funeral and baptism ministry  
 

▪ Someone who takes Safeguarding seriously 

We need an inspirational leader with lots of energy and organisational experience 
especially in team building 

▪ Keen and able to build on our existing relationships with local schools  
 

▪ An ambassador for the church in the community 
 

▪ Willing to continue our role as a training parish for Curates/Ordinands 
 

▪ Track record of leading mission and growth both spiritually and numerically 
 

Above all we need someone who loves and cares for people, young and old. 
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The Parish Profile: 

St Nicholas Church, Chislehurst  

The parish is one of three in Chislehurst, situated in the London Borough of Bromley 

in the North West Corner of Kent; the Church is part of the Diocese of Rochester.  It 

is located approximately 12 miles from central London with excellent transport links 

to London, airports and rail services to a large number of locations across England. 

Ministry Team: 

The new Rector will need to work collaboratively with the ministry and lay team 

which currently includes, one curate (who will leave no later than summer 2020, 

having completed training), one assistant priest who has PTO and four readers/lay 

licensed ministers, a part-time parish administrator, two Churchwardens and a large 

(24) PCC.  In due course it is hoped that the new Rector will undertake the role of a 

training incumbent.  Over the next five years, the make-up of the Ministry Team will 

change significantly, so the new Rector will need to be able develop and manage a 

changing team. 

The people of Chislehurst 

From the last census held in 2011, the following statistics 

show that Chislehurst is considered as a "Commuter 

Suburb”, with following demographics: 

Total Population: 14,831 (52% female and 48% male) 

Average Age: 43 years 

Households: 6,085  

There are 542 in communal living, 53% of the population is married and 82% is 

white.  Being a commuter suburb, 66% of 16-74-year olds are employed, 8% of 

residents are in education and nearly 16% of residents are noted as retired. 
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There are excellent schools and shopping facilities on our doorstep or within a 10-

minute drive. Our website https://stnicholas-chislehurst.org.uk/ gives an indication 

of what we are about, and to find out more about living in Chislehurst 

http://www.visitchislehurst.org.uk/ run by the Chislehurst Business Group is a good 

source of information. 

 

 

 

 

The Church is well connected to the Chislehurst community and its outreach takes it 

to the Whitechapel mission in East London and also to the care for disabled children 

in Romania. 

 

The people of the Parish of St Nicholas, Chislehurst: 

The population of the Parish is estimated to be around 4,000 living in 1,500 

households and in retirement accommodation. 

 

https://stnicholas-chislehurst.org.uk/
http://www.visitchislehurst.org.uk/
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Electoral Roll:  There are a total of 232 currently on the roll (January 2020).  This is 

made up of  75 who live in the Parish; 81 who live outside the Parish but in 

Chislehurst; with the remaining 77 living outside Chislehurst. 

 

The Parish setting: 

We are blessed that the Parish retains a rural aspect with farms, National Trust land, 

common and woodland, and a large nature reserve, whilst being located in a 

suburban area of Greater London.  Within the Parish there are a number of 

retirement type establishments (care homes, assisted living), six schools including St 

Nicholas C of E primary school, two state, one independent, a special-needs and an 

Islamic school.  The approx. school population is in the region of 4,000.  Our nearest 

main town is Bromley which is around 3 miles away. 

St Nicholas Church 
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Our buildings: 

St Nicholas Church was built in the 15th century, and enlarged in the 19th, though a 

church has been on the site for over a thousand years.  The Norman font is still in 

use. It is a Grade 2* listed building and is situated within the Chislehurst 

Conservation Area. Nikolaus Pevsner remarks upon its ‘tall shingled spire, quite a 

landmark’.  There is an on-going programme of up-keep to this building with the 

next Quinquennial due in 2020. We are pleased that the church is open every day 

during daylight hours and, in the future, we hope to improve the facilities in the 

church. 

 

Churchyard:  

The Churchyard is well cared for by our 

monthly working party, with a contractor 

keeping the grass well-trimmed. There are 

approximately 650 graves in the 

churchyard, dating back to the 17th century. 

There are Commonwealth War Graves, as 

well as the graves of several famous local 

notables. 
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Church Hall:  This is also 

known as the Village Hall.  

This is situated across the 

road from the Church and is 

used by the Church Family as 

well as the local community 

including regularly a pre-

school and bridge club.  A 

new kitchen was fitted in 

2019.  Although heavily 

booked, time is set aside in 

the Hall diary for church use.  

 

Rectory:  The 5-bedroomed Georgian style detached house, is located in a small 

residential close in one of the premier residential areas of Chislehurst and is in a 

very good state of repair, it is about a 7-minute walk from the Church.  

 

 
 

Curate’s House:  This is a 4 bedroomed town house, owned by the PCC, located in a 

different residential location to the Rectory.  The house is currently occupied by our 

Curate and his family. 
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Parish Office:  This is located with the Church Hall and is staffed by the Parish 

Administrator 5 days a week from 9am till 1pm. 

Church Finances: 

The finances of St Nicholas church are in a strong 

state thanks to a generous congregation, inherited 

wealth and a recent successful stewardship 

campaign. Ongoing income is about £200,000 of 

which £125,000 comes from regular planned 

giving. Stewardship campaigns take place every 

five years and the latest campaign saw planned 

giving rise above the rate of inflation since the last 

campaign. The indicative parish share offer for 

2020 is c£70,000 but our actual offer will be 

c£80,000. A 15th century church does require 

considerable care and attention, costing on 

average £30,000 per annum, which we plan to 

meet over a 5-year period by generating surpluses 

in quinquennial repair years without diminishing 

our Mission and Charitable giving.  The latest set of 

accounts can be provided on request. 

 
Parish Magazine: 
 “Lookout”: our award-winning magazine is published bi-monthly and provides 
news, information and articles with pictures on activities both within and outside 
the Church.  
 
 

CALLED TO GROW  

Along with other churches in the Diocese, St Nicholas has a Called to Grow 

programme looking to continue the growth of the church as part of the 

community. A review found that St Nicholas church is successful in a 

large number of activities. There are challenges in some areas, 

including activities involving the teenage population, nurturing 

established members by translating some from attenders to 

church volunteers and developing our external communications.  

A small group has been formed to develop and deliver the 

programme.  The first stage document can be provided on request. 
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Ecclesiastical Tradition: 

The Parish Church of St Nicholas has a very long history reflecting classical 

Anglicanism and is a Eucharistic Church.  Over the last few years the pattern of 

worship, using Common Worship and Book of Common Prayer, has changed to 

reflect a changing world.  Whilst the majority of our services are Eucharistic, we do 

offer non-Eucharistic services to suit all tastes.   
 

                                    

We hold annual confirmation classes and also have permission from the Diocese to 

allow children from the age of 7 to be prepared for admission to receive Holy 

Communion. 

 

It is expected that the new Incumbent will respect our variety of services which are 

valued by our congregation. 

Pattern of Worship at St Nicholas: 

1st Sunday 

08:00  Holy Communion (BCP) 

09:30  Holy Communion (CW Sung) 

09:45  All Age Worship (held in the Church Hall) 

11:15  Holy Communion (BCP) 

18:00  Choral Evensong (BCP) 
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2nd, 4th and 5th Sunday 

08:00  Holy Communion (BCP) 

09:30  Holy Communion (CW Sung) 

11:15  Matins (BCP) 

 

3rd Sunday 

08:00  Holy Communion (BCP)  

09:30  Family Service with Holy Communion (CW) 

11:15  Choral Matins (BCP) 

 

Weekday services: 

Monday   9am Prayers led by Mothers’ Union  

    9am Holy Communion on the 3rd Monday 

Tuesday and Thursday 9 am Morning Prayer  

Wednesday   10am Holy Communion (BCP) 

    5pm Evening Prayer 

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals are all held throughout the year 

Totals for 2019 were:  Baptisms 31, Weddings 9 and Funerals 9.  

There are 11 weddings so far confirmed for 2020. 

Major festivals are celebrated with sung Eucharist in the evening.  There are also 

some services held at local retirements homes.   

 

Regular attendance at all our services has been well maintained with approximate 

numbers for our main services being:   

BCP 08:00 – 30;  

Holy Communion 09:30 – 130 (inc. children);  

Matins 11:15 – 14 

All Age Worship – 100 most months 

Evensong - 20 

Average Sunday attendance has increased from 140 to 175 adults over the last ten 

years with children attendance remaining steady at about 50. 
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Music: 

Music has an important place in the life and worship at St Nicholas.  A professional 

organist leads a robed choir for regular choral Eucharists, monthly choral Matins and 

Evensong, as well as special events such as 

the Christmas Festival of Nine Lessons and 

Carols.  The organist and choir along with the 

bell ringers are also available for weddings.  A 

separate, more informal “Third-Sunday 

Choir” leads the congregation at the Family 

Eucharist each month.  There are a number 

of able musicians at St Nicholas and 

expanding the music at this family service, as 

well as for other church events, is being 

discussed.  Music is also central to the 

monthly All Age Worship in the Church Hall, 

with a mix of traditional hymns and modern 

worship songs. 
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Church Family Life: 
 

St Nicholas Church is a family that prides itself on inclusiveness and diversity.  We 

support our Church family and encourage individuals and families to get involved 

with church activities.  We have an eclectic compassionate congregation who are 

proud of the St Nicholas family. 

Life at St Nicholas is not only focused on the calendar of weekly services.  It is a 

busy, thriving community in its own right, with a wide and varied range of activities.  

Groups of volunteers engage with vital practical tasks from church and hall cleaning 

and maintenance, to bell ringing and maintaining our famous clock!  Societies and 

groups such as CHLOE (Chislehurst Ladies Over Eighteen), the Mothers’ Union, and 

the Knitting Club, flourish alongside spiritual initiatives including the Healing Group, 

house groups, and the ‘God Matters’ lecture series. 

 

Our 20-page annual report of church activities (available on request) carries reports 

on 51 groups either within the church or those supported by the Church. 

St Nicholas also reaches out into the wider local 

community through a number of regular and seasonal 

activities.  The Wednesday Circle is a bi-monthly series 

of talks held at a local care home and open to all, NEISS 

provides a wide range of support and activities for 

residents of the nearby Norland Estate, and a monthly 

lunch is provided in the Village Hall for elderly residents 

of the area.  The Christmas Fair and Lychgate Christmas 

Tableau are always popular community events, and the 

St Nicholas clergy, choir and congregation lead over 

1,000 people at the Act of Remembrance at the 

Chislehurst War Memorial. 

 

Children: 

Children are a vital part of St Nicholas’s ethos and family.  Each child and family is 

encouraged to worship and take part in Sunday school, All Age Worship and play 

groups to name but a few. 

Parents and their children from 0-3 years gather in the Committee Room in the 

Church Hall each Sunday (apart from the 1st Sunday of the month, which is All Age 

Worship, and the 3rd Sunday which is the Family Eucharist).  This is sometimes the 

first contact new parents have with the Church, so it plays a vital role.  It is a great 

way to meet other young families within the parish. New arrivals, usually babes in 

arms, are welcomed in a Thanksgiving during the monthly Family Eucharist.  
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Creche begins with a simple act of worship, followed by time for the children to 

play.  Families are then welcomed to the main service in the Church. 

Sunday School is held in the Church Hall every 2nd, 4th and 5th Sunday from 9.30am - 

Adventurers (3-5 yrs.) Explorers (+5yrs). 

Every Thursday during term time (except the 2nd 

Thursday) from 1:30 to 3:00 in the Church Hall, 

there is a very popular toddler group.  Large play 

equipment, parachute games, bouncy castles and 

crafts for pre-schoolers aged from new-born to 4½ 

years. 

Every last Sunday of the month there is a teenage 

youth group that meets in the Church Hall.  It is a 

non-denominational group of young people who 

gather to socialise with children from different 

schools and communities within the local area.  

Activities include physical sports, discussions and 

eating pizza!  The numbers vary from 2 to 12 and 

is led by volunteers from the Church family. 

 

School links: 

The Church maintains strong links with St Nicholas Church of England Primary 

School, the original Chislehurst village school and now an academy within the 

Aquinas Church of England Education Trust, which stands just across the Common 

from the church. www.stnicholasceprimary.co.uk. Parental attendance at one of 

several Chislehurst churches is a critical criterion for allocation of school places.  

There are two or three school services in the church every term, and there is a clear 

connection between the St Nicholas Church Family and the strong spiritual ethos of 

the school.  The current rector is a member of the School Board of Advisors, and we 

would encourage the new incumbent to also consider this role as a way of 

continuing to grow this relationship. 

Coopers School, a local mixed secondary academy, also has a good relationship with 

St Nicholas www.coopersschool.com. Each year it celebrates Christmas, Easter and 

Harvest in our church, as well as using the space for Speech Day and an annual 

concert. 

 

 

http://www.stnicholasceprimary.co.uk/
http://www.coopersschool.com/
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All Age Worship:  

On the first Sunday of every month we hold a non-Eucharist All Age Worship in the 

Church Hall.  Aimed at our large of number families with young children, this is an 

extremely popular and well-attended gathering.  The craft, music, readings and 

other content is planned and led by a regular team of clergy and church members, 

with plenty of opportunity for family involvement. 

 

The Young at heart… 

The elders of our family provide a special group within our family.  Nearly a fifth of 

our congregation refer to themselves as retired.  They are a very important part of 

church life.  The older members of our family are strong influences throughout 

many groups and activities within the church family. 

 

The older members of the church are also 

supported by many of the drivers in church.  This 

ensures access to all events by providing organised 

lifts either individually or on a scheduled rota. 

The Knitting Club meets at The Bull’s Head pub 

each Tuesday where refreshment, we are 

promised (!), is tea and coffee.  

 

Lunch Club is held in the church hall on the 2nd Thursday of each month and provides 

a lunch for £3 and a chance for all individuals who could be isolated or just unable to 

go out to be taken by volunteers and friends to catch up on the latest news.  
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Outreach and the wider community: 

CHURCHES TOGETHER   

St. Nicholas Church is one of 8 churches forming Churches Together 

in Chislehurst & Bickley. St. Nicholas is the oldest of the three 

Anglican churches in Chislehurst. The others being The Church of the 

Annunciation, a traditional catholic church in West Chislehurst; and 

Christ Church an evangelical church.  

CTCB organises a Christmas Card widely distributed in the area; listing all the 

Christmas services at our churches. An annual United Service for all the churches, 

The World Day of Prayer event and a Walk of Witness on Good Friday are organised 

by CTCB.  

 

FAITH IN ACTION – OUR SUPPORT FOR OTHERS  
We aim to donate a total of about £20,000 each year to others and currently 
support the following at home and abroad: 
 
 
CHURCH MISSION SOCIETY   
There are Church Mission Society people in 40 countries 
across Africa, Asia, South America, the Middle East, Europe 
and the UK.  
 
 
ACROSS The Association of Christian Resource Organisations Serving 
Sudan (U.K.)  Our donation supports a project in Uganda which trains 
Sunday School teachers of children from South Sudan living in refugee 
camps.  
 
CHILDREN IN DISTRESS is carrying out important work for 
disabled children in Romania. Our Assistant Priest Revd. June 
Hurn travels to Romania at least once each year.  
 
 
 
 

WHITECHAPEL MISSION is physically, 
financially and regularly supported; with 
items donated monthly as well as a team 
cooking and serving breakfasts on alternate 

Saturdays throughout the year. 
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CHURCH ARMY We support the Marylebone Project, the largest 
Women only hostel in the UK.  
 
 

 
 
CHILDREN’S SOCIETY Support is via our Christingle and Carol 
Services.  

 
 
WELCARE This charity supporting local families 
was established by local churches and covers the 
Diocese of Southwark plus Bromley.  
 

 

This is what we do/and in many cases have always done and this is “US” at St 

Nicholas Church, Chislehurst. We look forward to continuing to change and adapt to 

the world in which we live.  

We hope that this Parish Profile gives a picture of the wide and vibrant life of our 

church which is been well supported and has flourished through the years. 

 

The PCC of St Nicholas Church, Chislehurst. 
February 2020 
 
 
 
Bromley Deanery: 
St. Nicholas is one of thirteen parishes within Bromley Deanery. 

https://bromleydeanery.simdif.com/ 

There is a wide range of expressions of being Church of England among us. We have 

a lively sense of fellowship expressed in the three Deanery Synods and six meetings 

of the clergy in the Chapter Meetings each year.  With the many demands placed on 

churches a guiding theme has been ‘what can we do together that we cannot do 

apart’. The Deanery appreciates the contribution from St. Nicholas. 

Rev’d Alan Keeler 
Area Dean 
 

https://bromleydeanery.simdif.com/

