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Welcome 

 

Welcome to our Benefice Profile, as we seek a new rector to work with us in discerning and 
following God’s call to worship and serve Him. 

Thank you for taking the time to read more about our church family. We hope that in this 
profile you can find more about what we can offer as a benefice, something of the variety 
and joy of ministry here, and an idea of what possibilities there are for us to grow and 
develop the work of God’s Kingdom. 
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Introduction to the Benefice 

The Benefice comprises three parishes: the two historic and picturesque villages of Eynsford 
and Farningham, and the settlement of Lullingstone based on the former estate of 
Lullingstone Castle. It is in Shoreham Deanery in the Diocese of Rochester. The Patron of all 
three parishes is the Dean and Chapter of Rochester Cathedral.  In practice this means that 
the churches are prayed for within the life of the Cathedral, the Rector is invited to preach 
there and a member of Chapter is involved in clergy appointments.   For more information 
about the Cathedral see www.rochestercathedral.org   

 

The Benefice is located in the Darenth Valley in west Kent within the area officially 
designated as the Kent Downs Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.  The Benefice lies mid-
way between the towns of Dartford and Sevenoaks, and just outside the M25 near junctions 
3 and 4. There is easy access to all the major towns of Kent and to London via road and rail, 
and to continental centres via Eurostar at Ebbsfleet. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eynsford from Sparepenny Lane 

 

The river Darent runs through all three parishes.   There are many opportunities for 
recreation, including walking, cycling and golf in the surrounding area. 

In the locality there are many places of historical interest, including the Lullingstone Roman 
Villa where there is evidence of Christian worship from 300 AD.   There are substantial 
remains of a Norman Castle in Eynsford village.   The Manor House, home to Captain Bligh is 
located in Farningham. Former residents of Farningham include Anthony Roper after whom 
our primary school is named; Archbishop Lanfranc who took rents from Charton through his 
sixty knights including Angot; Odo Bishop of Bayeux; Wadard who played a part in the Battle 
of Hastings.   

Other places of local interest are Lullingstone Castle, home to the World Garden created by 
Tom Hart Dyke, Lullingstone Country Park with its Visitor Centre, and a Bird of Prey Centre.     

 

 

http://www.rochestercathedral.org/
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© World Garden  

Aerial view of the World Garden including St Botolph’s and Lullingstone Castle  

 

 

   

The Lion Hotel and Cattle Grid, Farningham 
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Below is a map to show the Benefice within the locality. (It is not to scale and does not 
indicate the parish boundaries) 

 

The Diocese of Rochester 
 
Called Together – the vision for the Diocese of Rochester 
‘Launched in November 2017, Called Together is the strategic vision for the Diocese of 
Rochester. The vision and core themes were discerned following extensive engagement 
across the Diocese, seeking to hear what God is calling us to in this place and time. The 
three themes – Growing Disciples, Enriching our Communities, and Resourcing our Mission 
and Ministry – seek to give focus and direction to our priorities over a five year period. Every 
parish in the Diocese is invited to support the shared vision in a way which fits their local 
context, working towards the same goals.  
  
Called Together marks the beginning of an exciting journey for the Diocese of Rochester. As 
Bishop James said, “This is a significant moment for us as a Christian community. It has 
implications not just for how we move forward and connect as a Church family, but how we 
engage and support people across our communities.”’ Archdeacon 
  
More information can be found on the Diocesan website 
at http://www.rochester.anglican.org/called-together/ 

http://www.rochester.anglican.org/called-together/
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The Deanery of Shoreham 

‘The Archdeaconry of Tonbridge is divided into six deaneries, and the Benefice of Eynsford 
with Farningham and Lullingstone is part of Shoreham Deanery, which comprises 14 rural 
parishes in 11 benefices (see list below). The Deanery stretches from the Benefice of 
Eynsford with Farningham and Lullingstone in the north to Shipbourne with Plaxtol in the 
south. Many of the benefices have welcomed new clergy during the last five years, and 
there is a good relationship between all the clergy. The Area Dean, the Revd Tim Hatwell, is 
looking to develop the life of the Deanery in ways that will both affirm the rural nature of 
the parishes as well as help the clergy and churches to work increasingly together in mission 
to the area. He and others in the Deanery look forward to warmly welcoming the new 
Rector of Eynsford with Farningham and Lullingstone.’ Area Dean  
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Our Churches 

Our three churches seek to be: 

• Welcoming churches: where all God’s children can find a home 

• Churches of praise and worship: where we honour and bring glory to God 

• The Body of Christ: where individual and corporate prayer is a priority 

• Churches of preaching and teaching: where God’s Word brings us to a closer 
relationship with Jesus Christ 

• Churches of compassion, concern and care: where we seek to minister to, and care 
for, the needs of those in our churches and communities 

• Witnessing churches: where our life and actions reflect the new life we have found 
in Jesus 

For more information about the Benefice, please visit our website: 

 http://www.efl-churches.org/ 

 

Our Vision for Mission and Growth 

1. To build up Sunday services as the focus of our common life together  
2. To grow church members as disciples through home groups and age appropriate 
groups for 0-18s.  
3. To grow more leaders  
4. To make the most of occasional offices as a means of connecting people with Jesus.  
5. To do better at evangelism, so more people come to faith  
 
We aim to do this whilst maintaining all that makes for a healthy Anglican Church; 
including good pastoral care and schools work. 
We also aim to set up a benefice office and to review midweek services to better serve 
pastoral care needs and evangelism. 
 
 
 

Record of Life Events over the past 5 years 
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 Pattern of services 

Wednesday 9.30am Morning Prayer with Litany St Botolph’s 

Friday 9.30am Holy Communion St Martin’s 

Sunday 8.00am 
 
9.30am 
 
11.00am 
 
11.00am 

Holy Communion (1st and 3rd 
Sundays) 
All-age Communion with 
Sunday School 
HC/Morning Worship 
(alternate weeks) 
Matins 
Holy Communion (3rd Sunday) 

St Peter & St Paul’s 
 
St Martin’s 
 
St Peter & St Paul’s 
 
St Botolph’s 

On a fifth Sunday there is one United Benefice Service which rotates around the three 
churches 
 
 
St Martin of Tours, Eynsford 

This is the largest church in the Benefice, with a history that goes back to Norman times. Its 
flint and stone structure, cruciform layout, architectural simplicity, and an apse behind the 
Chancel, are its main features. The church was re-ordered in 2015 when the pews were 
removed and flexible seating put in place along with a new floor which incorporates 
underfloor heating. There is a toilet, a ramp for access, a tea station and two upper rooms 
above the vestry. The church is open during the day. 

All-age Communion services, based on Common Worship, are held at 9.30am every Sunday 
with a Sunday School for children from 5 – 12 years old.  The Sunday School remains with 

the congregation for the start of the service, then 
moves to the purpose-built upstairs room for a mix 
of Bible Study and follow-up craft activities, before 
re-joining the congregation for Holy Communion.  
We regularly welcome six enthusiastic children, 
who are supported by four adult volunteers on a 
rota basis.  As well as helping in special services 
such as Harvest and Easter, the Sunday School also 
leads the Christmas Eve crib service alongside the 
older Revive youth group.  A weekly Holy 
Communion service on Friday mornings is held at 
9.30am. 

A Coffee & Craft event is held in church every last 
Wednesday in the month, giving the opportunity 
for the community to get together in a relaxed 
environment. 

St Martin’s is committed to giving 10% of their 
income to Christian charities; local, national and 
international. 
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There is a small hall (Olive Seal Hall) at 
the top of the churchyard near the 
Rectory which can be hired by the 
community. 

An application has been made to close 
the churchyard as it has nearly reached 
full capacity. Burial of ashes takes place 
in the Rose Garden of Remembrance.  
The churchyard contains several war 
graves including those who died in 
Afghanistan whose families and friends 
return annually to our Remembrance 
service. 

 

The Lady Chapel                                          The nave can be used for a variety of functions            
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One of the upper rooms 
where Sunday School is 
held 

 

 

Church Urban Fund statistics for St Martin’s  

https://www.cuf.org.uk/parish/310204  

 

 

 

 

St Peter and St Paul’s, Farningham  

 
The Church dates from the early thirteenth century 
with a window attributed to a design by Burne-Jones. 
The replaced West window depicts Charles 1 and the 
current Queen in her Coronation robes (made from 
Lullingstone silk). There is a memorial in the Chancel 
to Anthony Roper, grandson of Sir Thomas More. The 
fifteenth-century font is one of thirty remaining 
depicting the seven Sacraments.   
The Church is open in the daytime. 
There are still spaces in the churchyard for burials.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
The West stained glass window 

https://www.cuf.org.uk/parish/310204


12 
 

 
 
The life of the Church is 
enhanced by the gift of 
Shand Hall as a community 
building for Farningham 
Parish accessed through the 
churchyard, having basic 
catering and accessible 
toilet. It is a place to meet 
after Sunday Services for tea 
or coffee, but welcomes all 
from the wider community 
as accommodation allows, 
and particularly at the 
weekly Friday Café.  
 

The Shand Hall 
 
There is normally 8 o’clock Communion on the first and third Sundays each month (for 
practical and administrative purposes this has been moved to Eynsford for the duration of 
the Interregnum only) and 11 o’clock Family Worship with Communion on alternate 
Sundays with All Age Family Worship. At present there is no Sunday School but there is a 
children’s corner for use during Services.  
 

St Peter and St Paul’s front entrance 
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Confirmation service in St Peter and St Paul’s 

 

Church Urban Fund statistics for St Peter & St Paul’s 

https://www.cuf.org.uk/parish/310205 

 

 

St Botolph’s, Lullingstone 

St.Botolph’s dates from the mid-fourteenth century and stands on the lawn of Lullingstone 
Castle. Access is by right of way through the medieval gatehouse and across the Castle lawn. 
The church contains the tombs of the Hart Dyke family who have owned Lullingstone Estate 
since 1361 (where they built Lullingstone Castle in 1497) and the current family members 
are still involved with the life of the church and parish. The church is open every day as a 
place for private prayer and quiet meditation and receives many visitors. The churchyard 
has a memorial wall and space for future burials. 

The ecclesiastical parish of Lullingstone contains around forty-five residential properties, 
about half of which are in the vicinity of the Castle and the remainder are situated on the 
western side of Lullingstone Park and are now in the civil parish of Crockenhill. 

St.Botolph’s uses the Book of Common Prayer together with the Authorized Version of the 
Bible and our traditional services attract worshippers from the Benefice and surrounding 
areas. On the fourth Sunday, our Young Pilgrims meet in the Castle marquee during morning 
service. This service is followed by refreshments and an opportunity for members of the 
congregation to socialise and welcome new members and visitors.  

 

Note: The link to the Church Urban Fund website for St Botolph’s is omitted due to errors in 

the data. 

 

https://www.cuf.org.uk/parish/310205
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      St Botolph’s in the grounds of Lullingstone Castle 

 

 

 

 

The approach to St Botolph’s          Lullingstone countryside    

 

 

 

 



15 
 

 

                                                     

Young Pilgrims in the Castle Marquee Young Pilgrims praying like Roman        
Christians in Lullingstone Roman Villa 

 

 

 

 

   Flower arranging demonstration for the Friends of St Botolph’s 
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Average Sunday Attendance and Electoral Roll Figures for 2020 

 Electoral Roll Average Sunday 
Attendance 

St Botolph’s 32 21 

St Martin’s 74 44 

St Peter & St Paul’s 42 32  

 

 

 

Carol Service at St Martin’s 

 

Ecumenical relationships 

All three churches enjoy fellowship with the three non-Anglican churches in Eynsford village 
(Eynsford Baptist Church, the Darent Valley Community Church, and the Redeemed 
Christian Church of God). Throughout the liturgical year the churches come together to 
worship and celebrate various festivals. 
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The Ministry Team 

Because of the size of the Benefice, an incumbent will need to be a team player, since no 
one person could do it all. The ministry team has a full-time self-supporting priest as the 
Associate Rector with particular responsibility for pastoral care and life events. There are 
also a Licensed Lay Minister, two Readers with Permission to Officiate and an Evangelist. 
Each has particular areas of expertise, and all contribute to services along with other 
responsibilities. However, as three of the lay ministers have reached seventy, we are 
encouraging others to take leadership roles, such as with home groups and for children and 
young people, and to consider Diocesan training. We are planning to run the CPAS Growing 
Leaders Course, to strengthen discipleship.  

Alpha courses are run to offer the opportunity for the whole community to learn more 
about the Christian faith. 

 

Within the Benefice there are: 

• A Benefice Council which meets quarterly for joint decision-making and each church 
has its own Parochial Church Council which also meets quarterly to discuss 
individual church matters. The PCCs retain legal responsibility. 

• A Pastoral Team led by the Associate Rector with volunteers from the three 
churches who meet regularly to share any concerns, pray and take part in training. 
They visit the sick and housebound. 

• A Prayer Ministry Team led by the Licensed Lay Minister offer prayer ministry during 
Communion services in Eynsford and Farningham. The team meets termly for 
training and sharing any concerns.  

• Choirs in Eynsford and Farningham led by a musical director.  Lullingstone has a rota 
of volunteer organists. 

• A team of dedicated bell-ringers who ring at Eynsford and Farningham churches. 
Lullingstone has a rota of volunteers to toll its single bell for the call to worship. 

• A youth group, Revive, from Year Six upwards which meets weekly after school to 
share in fellowship and developing faith.  

• Home Groups to develop faith through Bible study, to pray and to share fellowship 
regularly. 

• A Benefice magazine, Trident, published monthly.  It has a wide circulation of 650 
copies covering all three parishes and includes a From the Rector column and church 
information.  There are contributions from the leaders of the other Christian 
communities and the civil parish councils, a diary of events to be held in the 
churches and village halls, notices and reports of baptisms, marriages, deaths and  
features on local activities. 
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 Youth Work 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Revive   

Our youth group currently numbering thirteen to fifteen young people, aged 12 to 16 years, 
meet on a Wednesday afternoon directly after school at St Martin's Church in Eynsford. It is 
a sharing of Christian fellowship amid many different activities, such as cake making for the 
Sevenoaks Area Youth Trust, various visiting speakers on local and national issues, trips out 
to activity centres and the developing of their faith through Bible study. 

Each session begins with a shared meal provided by church members on a rota basis.  

Prior to the interregnum Revive included Year Six children, aged 10 and 11, and the 
intention is to re-establish this in conjunction with the new incumbent. The young people's 
group is very ecumenical with members from the Anglican churches, Baptist Church and the 
Community Church.   

 

 

Benefice Council 

The Rector is supported by the Benefice Council, which was created in 2008 to improve 
decision making on matters of common concern and to facilitate direct communication 
between the three PCCs. The continuing existence of the Benefice Council demonstrates the 
spirit of co-operation between our three parishes. 

The Benefice has an administrator who is employed for three mornings a week. The office 
has been situated in the rectory study. We are actively exploring other arrangements. 
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Finances 

Each PCC has its own treasurer responsible for keeping annual accounts and reporting to the 
Diocese. The Benefice Council appoints a treasurer who proposes an annual budget after 
consultation with each PCC treasurer. The treasurer agrees contributions from the individual 
PCCs to cover this and oversees Benefice expenditure, reporting back to the Council. 

The three churches are supported by independent charities known as “The Friends of…”.  
Their charitable purpose is to raise funds to assist the PCCs with the cost of maintenance of 
the fabric of the churches. 

The Benefice also maintains a Rector’s Discretionary Fund to enable the Rector to make ex-
gratia payments on a wholly confidential basis to those in particular distress. 

The Rector is a trustee of the Solomon Cox Charity which is a separate fund for the benefit 
of Anthony Roper School, and the Henry Cox Eleemosynary Charity which distributes a 
monetary Christmas gift to widows and widowers in the villages of Eynsford and Crockenhill. 

All three churches donate part of their income to national and international charities.  The 
actual charities are selected by each PCC. 

 

 

The Rectory 

 
The rectory is situated in the heart of Eynsford, at the end of a quiet cul-de-sac, next to the 
church and the Olive Seal Hall. 
 

 
It is a four-bedroomed, double-glazed house with gas-fired central heating built in 1977. 
There is ample parking on a private drive.  A good-sized study and toilet are accessed 
through the front door and then a second door leads through into the main house. 
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The house and study have unlimited fibre broadband with average download speed of 
66Mb.  The house is in a good state of repair. 
 
A new kitchen and utility room were fitted in 2016, and patio doors open from the kitchen 
into the garden, making an ideal space for a family or entertaining. There is a new shower in 
the upstairs bathroom. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The garden has been improved and now boasts a small vegetable patch, fruit trees  
and reasonably sized lawn.  
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The Communities 

All three parishes are at the centre of lively communities, each of which has its own 
particular personality and style. The parishes support each other for individual church fund 
raising and other events. 

Both Eynsford (adult population 1814, census 2011) and Farningham (adult population 
1319, census 2011) have largely owner-occupied housing for commuter families, although 
there are a significant number of village families. The two groups blend well in communities 
that remain essentially rural. Their strong sense of communal living supports a wide range of 
activities including amateur dramatics, sport, music, history, gardening and charity events. 
Church members are associated with many of these. Eynsford village has an active Village 
Society, receiving awards from South-East in Bloom over a number of years.  The range of 
activities is illustrated in the directory at the end of the Benefice magazine Trident 
http://www.efl-churches.org/content/pages/documents/1576228749.pdf     

The scattered and rural population of Lullingstone numbers about 120. Civil boundary 
reorganisation has resulted in the ecclesiastical parish being divided between Eynsford and 
Crockenhill civil parishes.  The eastern part is centred round the Castle and the western part 
comprises the settlement of Parkgate adjacent to Lullingstone Park Golf Course and part of 
Daltons Road accessed from Crockenhill Village.   
 

Our Benefice has:  

• A doctors’ practice in Farningham, with four doctors and practice nurses, which has 
grown in line with NHS guidelines. It includes a dispensing pharmacy. 
 

• Darent Valley Hospital near Dartford covers the Benefice area, and has full A&E 
facilities. Sevenoaks Hospital has a Minor Injuries Unit. 

• A number of local bus routes, which serve Farningham and Eynsford. 

• A railway station at the southern end of Eynsford with half-hourly trains to 
Sevenoaks, Swanley, Bromley and London. There is a more frequent service during 
rush hours. 

• In Farningham: a butcher’s shop, a second-hand book shop, two public houses, a 
Vintage Inn restaurant and an Indian restaurant. 

• In Eynsford: a butcher’s shop which also sells bread, milk and vegetables, a village 
shop with an off-license, a hairdresser’s, a newsagent who delivers morning papers, 
and three public houses, a pub/restaurant and a riverside café.  

• Both Eynsford and Farningham have thriving village halls, hosting a variety of village 
based group activities and amateur dramatics. 

• The nearest Post Offices are in Swanley, South Darenth, West Kingsdown, Otford and 
Crockenhill. 

• There are banks in Swanley, Dartford and Sevenoaks. 

• There are supermarkets in Swanley, Otford and Sevenoaks and Bluewater Shopping 
Centre is less than half an hour’s drive away. 

http://www.efl-churches.org/content/pages/documents/1576228749.pdf
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Schools 

The Anthony Roper Primary School is situated between the villages of Eynsford and 

Farningham and serves children from both villages and the surrounding communities. The 

school is very highly regarded. It was recognised as “good” by OFSTED in the 2019 

inspection. It is a warm, welcoming and happy school where children are encouraged to do 

their best and respect others in a caring environment. Although not a church school it has 

an ethos which the incumbent will feel part of and some previous Rectors have been 

Governors. 

‘Over the past years, The Anthony Roper Primary School has developed a very close 

bond with the Benefice and has welcomed weekly assemblies in school from the Rector and 

Associate Rector. We have also had the opportunity to visit the churches in Eynsford and 

Farningham to mark significant Christian festivals - Harvest, Christmas and Easter. We have 

also celebrated our service of Nine Lessons and Carols at one of the churches and hope that 

these occasions may continue well into the future. It provides the opportunity for ALL of our 

pupils, many of whom have no other connections with a church, to be introduced to the 

Christian faith.’  (Lynda Newton, Headteacher of Anthony Roper Primary School) 

Kent County Council retains selection at 11+.  Currently children must travel to secondary 

education which is available in Swanley, Wilmington, Dartford, Sevenoaks and Tonbridge. 

The Trinity School in Sevenoaks was established with the support of local churches which 

then became trustees. 

 

Safeguarding and GDPR 

The Benefice has a good system in place to ensure we are as safe a church as possible and 

comply with all our legal obligations. We have a named safeguarding officer and lead 

recruiter with an annual cycle in place to ensure all staff and volunteers are DBS checked 

and trained as necessary. Working agreements are in place; as are our health and safety 

assessments and risk assessments. 

A report is made at each Benefice Council meeting on actions taken during the previous 

quarter. 

All necessary arrangements are in place to ensure compliance with trustee responsibilities. 

Our GDPR policy is robust. 

 

 

Thank you for taking the time to read our Profile. We pray that God’s call to 
you will become very clear. 

 

 


