
 

 

COVID-19 
We realise that this is a difficult time to consider a move because of the uncertainty and complexity of life 
brought about by CV19. We know that the restrictions on public gatherings have made youth work very difficult. 
This profile was written originally in January 2020 and reflects the pattern of ministry as it was. Our youth work 
has by necessity moved to WhatsApp and ZOOM and much of our outreach has had to go on hold. We are 
however still convinced of the need, the vision and the potential for developing youth work in our town and 
believe that God is able to bring the right person to join our team at this time. Come and help us shape youth 
ministry in Keighley. 

 
Our Story  
The town of Keighley is situated eleven miles north-west of Bradford and has a population of approximately 
50,000. A prosperous mill town, renowned for its engineering, during the industrial revolution Keighley today is 
a challenging place with areas of high deprivation and a multicultural population struggling to live well 
together. With a back-drop of significant decline in four of the five parishes that make up the town, new ways 
of sharing resources and working together have been explored, culminating in the formation in 2016 of a 
united parish of Keighley (made up of four of the former parishes). Stipendiary roles have been re-imagined 
ensuring an outward focus, the town centre church has been revitalised by a transplanted congregation, new 
projects are growing and developing, and all churches are now showing signs of new life. The Diocese has 
designated Keighley as a ‘Resourcing Parish’ in its Strategic Development Fund (SDF) bid for the Bradford 
Episcopal Area and there is a sense that things are starting to move. In the past year we have appointed an 
Operations Manager, three part-time Mission Apprentices and are now looking to appoint a full-time Youth 
Worker to replace our previous part-time post holder. This is an exciting time to be part of Keighley Parish.  
 

Our Context  
According to the 2011 Census the age profile data shows that Keighley is a very young town - 29% are children 
and young people under the age of 18, a significantly higher percentage than the national average of 21%. With 
regard to religious adherence 38.2% of people registered as Christian, 37.1% as Muslim, 17.6% as having no 
religion, 6.2% did not state and 0.9% were from other religions. According to the Index of Multiple Deprivation 
(IMD) data 2017, Keighley Parish is counted 378 out of 12,544 parishes across the country. This is based on 
measures such as education, employment, health, housing and crime, and shows that our parish is within the 
top 4% of the most deprived parishes in England. The presenting issues for young people in Keighley include: 
isolation, mental health problems, addiction (alcohol and drugs), low aspiration, poverty, segregated 
communities, crime and the fear of crime etc. This post will have a range of work within our churches, out in 
the community and working into our secondary schools. There are volunteers in our churches to help with this 
work but a wider team needs to be developed. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Our Vision 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Our Team 
The parish has three full time Anglican posts; a Team Rector and two Team Vicars. Each has responsibility 
for one of the churches in Keighley and a role as part of the town centre or town wide ministry operating 
out of Keighley Shared Church (KSC).  
 

The Team Rector Revd Canon Mike Cansdale, inducted in September 2016, holds the 
strategic oversight of ministry across the town and leads the clergy chapter of Keighley. 
He is the senior priest at the Shared Church and also leads the ministry team for St 
Mark’s Utley. In these first years as a united parish the priorities have been to manage 
the transition in terms of structures and organisation, to foster a sense of shared 
identity whilst strengthening the identity of each congregation and to develop the 
vision of how the ministry and mission in our united parish should grow. Mike has 
ministered in the wider Keighley District for the past twelve years, knows the town well 
and was part of the original discussions in 2012.  
 

Revd Dr Jonathan Pritchard is Team Vicar responsible for All Saints and holds the 
post of Town Chaplain. He offers Chaplaincy to organisations in the town such as 
Keighley Cougars, takes a lead on Civic services in the parish and under the banner of 
‘United Keighley’ has developed town-wide campaigns on issues such as Child Sexual 
Exploitation.  Jonathan also takes a lead on interfaith relations for the parish. The 
Church of All Saints is one of the partners in Keighley Place of Sanctuary and has a 
growing number of refugees and asylum seekers in the worshipping community. 



Revd Graham Potter was appointed to the third stipendiary post in September 2017 with 
responsibility for the church of St Barnabas, Thwaites Brow and from the base of Keighley 
Shared Church, to hold a pioneering role into the large council estates on the edges of 
the town. It is acknowledged that these communities have been largely overlooked by 
the church for many years and so this is the start of a long-term re-engagement with 
these parts of Keighley. The ‘pay as you can, Welcome Cafe’ running out of the Shared 
Church Hall and ‘Christians Against Poverty (CAP) Debt Advice Centre’ and ‘Life Skills’ are 
strands of work which are starting to have an impact on these, and other communities.  

 
We also have a full-time Curate licensed to the parish, Revd Natasha Thomas who 
joined us in June 2018 and is based at Keighley Shared Church. Natasha has a 
background in voluntary sector management and a passion for issues of isolation and 
social justice. Natasha is taking a lead on our town centre ministry and the formation of 
a worshipping community for those ‘affected by the storms of life.’ 
 

Rev Dr Tracey Raistrick. Assistant Curate in Keighley from 2015-18 has recently been 
appointed as Interim Priest in Charge of St John’s Ingrow (the 5th parish in Keighley) and 
Associate Priest for Keighley Parish. This post is part funded by SDF 
funding to help re-vitalise the Parish of Ingrow but also brings a 
particular focus on church growth and evangelism across the town.  
 
Also licensed to Ingrow Parish is our Associate Priest Revd John 

Ineson, who was trained as a pioneer priest and works in business. 

 
 
Appointed in April 2019, our new Operations Manager Paul Fleming brings experience 
and strategic planning to the team with a purpose to help turn our vision to action and 
release the clergy team for ministry.  
 
 

Our team of Mission Apprentices Sarah, Eric and Adam are in post 

for two years funded by SDF and each has an area of responsibility. 

Sarah works with Natasha in the town centre ministry to those 

living on the edge; Eric is part of the Estates ministry team with 

Graham and heads up CAP Life Skills; and Adam is working across 

all of the churches to help grow our evangelism and ministry to children and families.    

The wider team at KSC consists of two Methodist colleagues, Revd Ruth Crompton and Deacon Jackie Fowler. 

We are very fortunate to have another self supporting minister, Revd Malcolm Foy as well as a number of 

retired clergy. We are also blessed with a great team of Readers working across the different congregations.  

Currently employed by the parish are our CAP Centre Manager, Duncan Green, a part-time administrative 

assistant, Ros Clarke, our Under 5s leader at St Mark’s, Rachel Gornall  and temporary Caretaker, Trevor 

Partridge.  

 

 



Our Churches  
  
All Saints is a growing Church: relaxed, warm and liturgical, 
part of the Inclusive Church network, Eucharistic. We 
gather in an Arts and Crafts Church in a neighbourhood 
where most of our neighbours are Muslim. We are a 
diverse congregation that includes Albanian, English, 
Iranian, Jamaican, Nigerian, Malawi, South African, and 
Zimbabwean members. 
Services are in English, with readings also in Farsi, Albanian 
and Shona. We invite people to pray in their own language. 
The style is liberal catholic - which means vestments - 
Common Worship liturgy, hymns, modern songs from the 
Iona Community, Bernadette Farrell, Marty Haugen and others, and incense about 4 times a year 

Average Sunday congregation is 35 to 45, with 75 regular 
worshippers. About half the congregation is under 40 - 11 under 
10, 4 between 11 and 16. 
For the past four years a number of Asylum Seekers housed in 
Keighley have made us their spiritual home. As a result the food 
at church socials is simply amazing! 
Service Times - Sunday 10:30am Eucharist 
Wednesday 11:00am Eucharist. 
Other Church Festivals and Special Services across the year. 
 

 
St Barnabas Church Thwaites Brow lies on the hills to the East of Keighley overlooking the town. The church 
building is a modern design built in 1971, it currently has two services on a Sunday; at 9:30am there is 

parish communion which alternates between 
seasonal common worship and Book of Common 
Prayer, vestments are worn and this service caters 
to those who value a traditional eucharistic 
service; at 11am there is a family friendly service 
with contemporary worship songs which caters for 
those who value a more charismatic style of 
worship. Family Service is held on the 2nd Sunday 
at 11am. Average Sunday Attendance is about 30 
across the two services including up to 5 youth. 
 

Messy Church is held on the 2nd Monday of the month and 
is run jointly with Long Lee Methodist Church. This builds on 
the relationships formed at the Busy Bees parents and 
toddlers’ group held on Tuesday and Thursday mornings. 
There is a Sunday evening youth group that meets for food, 
study and are forming a worship band.  
St Barnabas is the nearest church (in the Keighley Parish) to 
the classical Church of England parish church where the 



congregation is drawn from the local area and comes from a whole range of churchmanship. The church 
describes themselves as central/low church which has been influenced by the charismatic movement, and 
also uses vestments! Over the last few years St Barnabas has found a new lease of life and is actively 
seeking ways to engage with the community. 
 
 
The parish of St John’s, Ingrow lies along the southern boundary of the 
town of Keighley and consists of a number of former mills and large areas 
of housing, including one area of former council housing (Bracken Bank). 
At the 2011 census, the population was 13,157; approximately 2,763 were 
under 16 (21%).  Our children and young people are served by three 
primary schools and one secondary, Beckfoot Oakbank.  The Scouts and 
Girlguiding have long-established groups in the area but there are only a 
couple of small pieces of provision outside of school for our young people, 
currently offered through two local community centres. 
  

St John’s Church is currently in its second year of interim 
ministry; a piece of work that aims to ‘build a platform for 
a sustainable and flourishing ministry in the parish into the 
future, including agreeing its relationships with the 
neighbouring Parish of Keighley’.  It is a time of change for 
the small but committed congregation and is already 
proving to be a time of growth; ministry that has been 
dormant for some time is being renewed, including plans 
for a new toddler group and setting up a new mixed-age 
choir.  A community building which was a hub for ministry 
among children, young people and their families is looking 
to re-open in 2020/21 and the PCC are keen to explore 
new possibilities for joint-working with Keighley Parish. 

 
Keighley Shared Church (KSC) is located in the heart of the 
town and is becoming a really busy hub for outreach and 
ministry throughout the week. The ‘Shared’ began as an 
Anglican- Methodist partnership but many Churches Together 
events take place here as well. The photo here is the annual 
‘Festival of Life’ which draws hundreds of people from across 
the town. 

On a Sunday a more traditional ecumenical congregation of 
about fifteen meets earlier in the morning and then the main 
service is lively, informal Anglican worship with a 
congregation of different ages, backgrounds and nationalities. 
The average Sunday attendance is around a hundred and 
each week there are activities for children 2-5yrs, 5-8yrs, 8-
11yrs and 11-14yrs.  



The 14-18’s group go to Costa once a month for a 
Bible study and conversation and several times 
through the year they lead our service for us.  

Weekly activities include our ‘pay as you can’ 
Welcome Café, discipleship groups, Saturday 
‘Nightshift’, a Shoppers Service and weekly Youth 
Drop-in that attracts un-churched young people. 
Also based in the Town Centre is our ‘Christians 
Against Poverty’ (CAP) Debt Centre.  

 

 

St Mark’s is situated on the northern edge of Keighley and is 
evangelical by character and historically the biggest church in 
the valley. The transplant of the Family Service to KSC left two 
congregations with an average attendance of about eighty. 
The morning service is a largely older congregation but starting 
to see younger families coming; the evening congregation have 
a more informal service where those exploring their gifts have 
an opportunity to lead and preach. St Mark’s has been a 
sending church to overseas mission and to ordained and 
licensed ministry in the UK. Alpha has been central to the 
growth of St Mark’s over the years and still runs regularly. 

St Mark’s has a large hall with very good facilities that are used each morning for Under 5s provision with up 
to eighty different families visiting a week. The Gibson Room is under the main hall and is a dedicated space 

for the youth with games, Xbox, kitchen and meeting 
space. The weekly ‘Yoof’ meet here with a focus on 
discipleship and worship. For many years a group has 
gone from Keighley to Soul Survivor which has impacted 
the life and faith of many young people.  

A new ‘Messy Church’ style Sunday afternoon service was 
launched in September as a way of planting families back 
into St Mark’s and connecting with the Under 5s families. 
There is a great team to lead this and a core of families 
each month. 

 

The Parish office is in the town centre with meeting rooms, a prayer room, office 
facilities. This post would be based here with the wider team but also having access 
to church buildings and facilities.  

 

 

 

 



Our Partnerships  
We seek to work collaboratively with other churches and organisations within Keighley. Keighley Churches 
Together supports a number of initiatives: 
 
Scripture Union has been resourcing work with primary aged children for about fifteen years through a 
schools work Trust call CLiKS (Christian Links in Keighley Schools). There is currently a full-time paid worker 
offering assemblies, lunch time and after school clubs across about fifteen different schools. Three times a 
year KSC hosts CLiKS ‘Rewind’ and ‘Fast Forward’ events where approximately 600 year 4, 5 and 6 children 
attend a session to think about Christmas, Easter and transition to secondary school.  
 
Also under Scripture Union, X:site is a bi-monthly worship event held in KSC for children from aged 7 to Year 
7 and after Easter a four day holiday club. This year there are plans to launch X:site Plus for young people 
from Year 7-11.  
 
There is currently no Christian work in any of the three secondary schools in the town although links are 
being made as foundation for the future.  
 
We have a good relationship with the Council Youth Service and the Monday youth drop-in is currently 
funded by the council. We are happy to look at partnerships with them and others in the town.  
 
As a Resource for Youth and Schools work we have relationships with: 
EMERGE http://emergeonline.org.uk/  
and MYCN https://www.archbishopofyork.org/news/news-2019/missional-youth-church-network-gets-
going.  
We are also building a good relationship with Urban Saints Impact Team Leader 
https://www.urbansaints.org/what-we-do who lives in the Keighley Area. 
 
Our Parish 
We are at an exciting point of growth and development and are keen to strengthen the team and our ability 
to reach out to the young people of this town.  
 

To find out more please phone Rev Mike Cansdale, Team Rector on 07545 566898 for an informal 
conversation.  
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