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“What does the Lord require of you, but to do justly, and to love mercy 
and to walk humbly with your God?” 
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The Lisbon area 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Lisbon waterfront  
 

The Chaplaincy is centred on the Portuguese capital, Lisbon, widely recognised as one of the most beautiful 
European capitals, with its fine waterfront and historical buildings, and a particularly luminous light. It is a city 
that was built to be approached by water, coming in from the open sea up the Tagus estuary.  
 
Investment on the part of the City Council has led to considerable improvement in how the city feels, both for 
residents (in relation to traffic circulation and parking) and for visitors (particularly in the renovation of the 
waterfront). There has been a noticeable and justified boom in tourism in recent years, visitors being attracted not 
only by the city’s physical beauty and amenities but also its climate (warm but not scorching in summer, cool but 
not freezing in winter). 
 
As a city, Lisbon is on a much more manageable scale than most European capitals, the centre being pleasant for 
walking, despite the hills, and there is a simple underground system (4 lines) that connects with the suburbs, the 
main railway stations and the airport.  
 
A lot of people prefer to live ‘along the line’, i.e. along the railway line from Cais do Sodré (Lisbon terminus) to 
Estoril and Cascais, a fishing village beside the open sea that has grown enormously in recent years.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The beach at Cascais   
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A few miles north of Cascais and Estoril is Sintra, historically a favourite place for the noble, for the wealthy 
and for foreign visitors, such as Lord Byron and Hans Christian Andersen. Nowadays its two palaces, castle 
and numerous cake and pastry shops, together with its ease of access by train, attract a lot of tourists. Within 
striking distance of Lisbon, for a day’s outing there are fine sandy beaches – Costa da Caparica, Sesimbra, 
Ericeira, Nazaré – and towns and cities of historic interest – Setúbal, Évora, Mafra, Óbidos, Santarém, Tomar 
and Coimbra, to mention just a few.  
 
The Lisbon metropolitan area is very international, with immigrants from all over Europe, the Indian 
subcontinent, China, many African countries (including Nigeria, Senegal and former Portuguese colonies, 
such as Angola, Cape Verde and Mozambique) and Brazil, among others. In the past, the British community 
generally lived closer to the centre of Lisbon, but the tendency nowadays is for it to be more scattered, with 
some living in the capital itself but also concentrations along the line and in the countryside. 
 
Lisbon and surroundings are well served by hospitals, both public and private, and by a range of 
international schools and colleges, as well as Portuguese schools and universities, both state-run and private. 
There are increasing opportunities for international students to study at Portuguese universities. 
 
The city has an opera house, concert halls, theatres and cinemas, and a wide range of nightlife. There are 
sports facilities of various kinds and gymnasiums are widespread. Lisbon’s two main football clubs, Benfica 
and Sporting, have world-class stadiums. Estoril is famed for its racetrack, tennis championship, watersports 
and casino.  
 
The Lisbon area has a lively international community and welcomes newcomers into a variety of thriving 
activities and clubs. Beyond the community of the Chaplaincy there are hubs such as the Lisbon Hash House 
Harriers for walking/jogging and drinking, the International Women in Portugal (IWP), book clubs, Scottish 
Dancing, WRVS, the Lisbon Players and the Estoril Singers. 

 

  
Sintra (above) and Coimbra (below) Évora (above) and Óbidos (below) 
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Our church buildings 
 
The Anglican Chaplaincy of St George and St Paul, Lisbon, has two churches – one close to the centre, the other 
at Estoril, about 30 minutes’ from the city. 
 

   
 

St. George’s Church, Lisbon 
(consecrated 1889), is located within 
the British Cemetery (founded in the 
18th century), close to the Estrela 
Basilica, in an area close to the city 
centre, 10 minutes’ walk from the 
Rato underground station. A historic 
building, it is blessed with 
outstanding architectural features 
and decorations, particularly notable 
being the use of local marble of 
various colours, a reredos of 
exceptional beauty, a remarkable set 
of stained-glass windows and a fine 
organ. 

 
 

  
 
 



6 

 

 
 
 

  
 

 

St. Paul’s Church, Estoril (consecrated 
1969), is located about 25 kilometres from 
Lisbon, along the coast towards Cascais. The 
church is less than 10 minutes’ walk from the 
railway station. Consecrated in 1969 the 
building is notable for its simplicity of design 
and its use of light and colour in a modern 
style. Decorative features include a crown of 
thorns with gold background and glazed-tile 
panels in its tiny garden. 
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Our people 

 
 

The Chaplaincy is international in its 
make-up, the majority being British 
though with a range of other 
nationalities from all continents. The 
age range is also very varied. 
  
There are 67 on the Electoral Roll 
(April 2019). Congregation size is 
stable, with slow but steady growth at 
both churches in recent years. 
 

 
 

  

Ministry Team – As well as the Chaplain, 
there is a resident priest with Bishop’s 
Permission to Officiate, (Rev’d Frances 
A. Le Blanc), who provides support in 
services and pastoral matters. The 
Diocesan and Suffragan Bishops visit 
occasionally to carry out confirmations 
and to institute worship leaders. 

 

The Church Council consists of four 
Churchwardens, six elected Council 
members, two Archdeaconry Synod 
representatives and co-opted 
members, including a Secretary. It 
meets every two months, with 
decisions between meetings taken by a 
standing committee in consultation 
with Council members. 
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Our activities 
 

Our Chaplaincy motto is: “What does the Lord require of you, but to do justly, and to love mercy and to walk 
humbly with your God?” (Micah 6,8). In the Diocese of Europe we are encouraged not to proselytise but to work 
in co-operation with other local churches and especially with the Catholic Church. Our presence is thus a discreet 
yet firm one that defends justice and mercy, through a range of activities within the church but also reaching out 
collaboratively to other churches and to the broader community.  

 

 

Weekly worship is centred on 
Sunday Eucharist services at Estoril 
(09.30) and at Lisbon (11.30). At 
Lisbon there is also a midweek 
lunchtime Eucharist and a mid-
week Evensong. At Estoril there is 
a monthly service of wholeness and 
healing. We mark the main annual 
feasts and hold important 
community services: Christingle, 
Candlemas, Ash Wednesday, 
Mothering Sunday, Palm Sunday 
procession, Holy Week and Easter, 
Harvest, Remembrance Sunday and 
the Christmas Carol Service. The 
Community services involve both 
congregations and are held jointly 
at St George’s, owing to its greater 
size.  
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Music is an important element in our worship. There is a choir at Estoril; professional musicians play the organ 
at both churches: at Estoril an electronic organ (2 manuals and full pedal board), at Lisbon a 19th-century pipe 
organ (2 manuals and full pedal board). There are several professional musicians in the congregations. 
 

  
 

Children and young people are an important part of our current church life. At St Paul’s during the Sunday 
service there are two Sunday School groups: Explorers (aged 3-10) and Adventurers (aged 10-16). At St 
George’s, though currently there is no Sunday School, we are in a position to restart it at any time. 
The Chaplaincy subscribes to the Diocesan Safeguarding Protocol and takes the question of safeguarding very 
seriously. 
 

  
 

Annually, on average, there are 6 baptisms, at least 10 wedding ceremonies (technically marriage blessings, and 
mostly offsite), a dozen or more funerals; 2 or 3 confirmations, taking place typically only every two years. 
Over the past three years there has been an increasing number of other church-related activities in the 
Chaplaincy, including men’s and women’s Bible study groups. A home group based at St George’s meets weekly 
at Starbucks at the El Corte Inglés store. 
Refreshments are an important element in these sessions. 
 

Men’s Bible study group, Lisbon Lenten study group Women’s Bible study group, Estoril 
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Other church events may be divided into two kinds. There are events that are unashamedly fund-raising, the 
most important being the annual Christmas Fair.  
 

  
 

 

On the other hand, there are events whose 
primary aim is social, while also raising 
funds. These include suppers, talks and 
occasional barbecues.  Services are followed 
by fellowship, a weekly opportunity just to 
be together and a chance to celebrate 
birthdays of members of the congregation. 

 
 

 
Replanting at the Sintra Hills 

Some activities reach out to the broader 
community, including volunteer work. This 
may be in response to calls from the 
community, such as replanting following 
the massive fire at the Sintra Hills in the 
summer of 2019, or on a more regular basis, 
once or twice a year. One such is 
participation in the initiative Serve the City 
(helping to provide a meal for the homeless 
and needy); another is cemetery clear-ups. 

 
Cemetery clean-up team 

 

 

The cemetery, surrounding St George’s 
Church is formally, under the Chaplaincy’s 
new constitution, a property belonging to it. 
However, it is, in fact, historically a 
Community cemetery, not a churchyard in 
the British tradition. It was founded in the 
18th century for the burial of non-Roman 
Catholics and thus predates the church 
building. It is run by a Cemetery 
administrator and Cemetery Committee 
under the chairmanship of the Chaplain. 
Among those buried in the Cemetery are 
the novelist and playwright Henry Fielding 
and the non-conformist hymn-writer Philip 
Doddridge.  
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Armistice Day at the Heights of Picoto War memorials at the British Cemetery, Elvas 
 

Mission and Outreach 
 

Until recently the Chaplain led a non-Eucharistic evening 
service once a month at Caldas da Rainha (near Óbidos, 
1 ½ hours’ drive from Lisbon/Estoril) with the Anglican 
community in that area. There is now a priest with PTO 
resident locally, who has taken on responsibility for this 
congregation, and is answerable directly to the 
Archdeacon. They remain, however, formally a part of 
the Anglican Chaplaincy in Lisbon. 
Armistice Day services are held annually on the heights 
of Picoto (near to Caldas da Rainha) and at the British 
Cemetery in Elvas, in remembrance of those fallen 
during the Peninsular Wars, respectively the battles of 
Roliça (1808) and Badajoz (1812). 
 

 

Working with Other Churches 
 

For community services, such as Remembrance 
Sunday and the Christmas Carol Service, the 
Chaplaincy works in collaboration with the Church 
of Scotland and English-speaking Roman Catholics. 
There is a tradition of holding joint Maundy 
Thursday services with the German Evangelical 
Church and the Church of Scotland. We participate 
in ecumenical initiatives for the World Day of Prayer 
and Lenten prayer groups. As well as the use of 
church facilities for our own services, the Estoril 
church is used weekly by the Eastern Orthodox 
Church (Fr. Ivan Moody) and by the Baptists 
(Pastor Connie Duarte), occasionally by schools and 
by the Swedish Lutheran community.  
 

 

Pastoral Care 
 

The Chaplain makes regular visits to hospitals, prisons and the British Retirement Home. Individual members 
of the laity also make visits, of their own initiative, and a pastoral care team has recently been established. We 
should look at how these could be supported better. 
 

 

Concerts and other use of buildings 
 

Concerts are held at both churches, and a number of 
recordings have been made at Lisbon. At St Paul’s the 
Estoril Singers meet weekly. The meeting room at Estoril 
is also used by a Mums and Tots group, Alcoholics 
Anonymous and International Women of Portugal. The 
Church Hall at Lisbon is used twice weekly for rehearsals 
by the Lisbon Chamber Choir, a link with the Church 
going back many years and which has also involved 
recordings. In addition to its intrinsic importance, the use 
of our church buildings is important for the income it 
generates, even if only symbolic in some instances. 
 

 

Publications and Communication 
 

There is a booklet on the Cemetery at Lisbon. There 
is a publicity brochure for the Church and Cemetery 
at Lisbon. The Chaplaincy website is updated at least 
weekly with the Notices informing of forthcoming 
events.  
The Church noticeboards are also refreshed weekly 
with the Notices and there is a Facebook page. 
Communication is an area that needs reviewing with 
a view to making publicity more effective. 
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Chaplain’s accommodation, car and equipment 
 

  
The Chaplaincy owns a fully-furnished three-bedroom house at Alcoitão, about 4 kilometres away from the 
Estoril church. It has two bathrooms, a study, a living-room with a wood-burning stove, which continues into 
a dining room, and a kitchen; a rear garden and a garage. There has been considerable investment in the structure 
and furnishings of the house over the past five years and further improvements are in progress. The Chaplaincy 
runs a car for use by the Chaplain (see photo above left). 
The house at Alcoitão has wi-fi and cable television. There is also a laptop computer and printer, a landline 
telephone and a mobile phone. Wi-fi has also been installed at St Paul’s Church. 
 

   
Sitting room Entrance hall Dining room 

  
Study Kitchen 

     
Bedrooms – the main bedroom (centre) has a private bathroom 
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Finances 
 

Current Finances – For a general view, see Financial Questionnaire. 
Note that it has long been a policy, echoing the principle of tithing, to give the collection of every tenth Sunday 
to a Christian charity. The choice of charity on these ‘Giveaway Sundays’ is made by the Church Council. 
 
Financial Outlook – Please see the budget projection for the prospects over the coming years. The recent sale 
of property adjoining the Cemetery has left the Chaplaincy in a much stronger financial position. Income from 
investment will be available for running costs and maintenance of properties. Use of church buildings and off-
site weddings have increased income recently and are among the areas that need to be developed further in 
order to sustain current income. 
 

 

How we see our future 
 

What we want to do and where we are going 
 

While it is important to us to respect the traditions 
we have built, we are also very aware of the need for 
change and growth. We have made important strides 
in this respect over the past five years, but we need 
to continue to build a more dynamic and more 
inclusive church in the area and to respond to 
perceived needs within the church community and 
the community at large. We want to be in contact 
with more young people and to cater better for the 
children in the congregations. We need to continue 
to build up the level of activity in the Chaplaincy, 
generally, through greater use of the church buildings 
and halls, for both religious services and other events. 
We also need to publicise better what we do, through 
better use of the wealth of media coverage available, 
particularly the internet. 
 

How we will do it 
  

On appointment of the Chaplain, we would want to 
continue the process of review and initiate durable 
strategies involving both clergy and laity. This should be 
done through regular meetings of the clergy and Church 
officers, as well as other groupings within the 
Chaplaincy (broader meetings/reflection days and 
groups focusing on particular aspects), with particular 
intensity in the early months following appointment. 
 

Please consult our website and Facebook page: 
http://www.lisbonanglicans.org/ and  
https://www.facebook.com/pages/category/Anglican-
Church/St-Georges-Church-Lisbon-and-St-Pauls-Church-Estoril-
100771923333816/  

The Caldas da Rainha Facebook page is: 
https://www.facebook.com/anglicancommunitycaldasdarainha/?
eid=ARDbRSaB9CEr9k011_fYHq9ys_5xqaWSfnFZPb6TEuujb
hbDXnhDwQV5kQs4NpwhRGCPM-bOfPC_UYiD 
 

 
 

Very grateful thanks to our photographers:  

Jürgen and Daphne Irps, Asha Martins, Pamela Patten,  
Vanda Abreu, David Cranmer 

 

http://www.lisbonanglicans.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/category/Anglican-Church/St-Georges-Church-Lisbon-and-St-Pauls-Church-Estoril-100771923333816/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/category/Anglican-Church/St-Georges-Church-Lisbon-and-St-Pauls-Church-Estoril-100771923333816/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/category/Anglican-Church/St-Georges-Church-Lisbon-and-St-Pauls-Church-Estoril-100771923333816/
https://www.facebook.com/anglicancommunitycaldasdarainha/?eid=ARDbRSaB9CEr9k011_fYHq9ys_5xqaWSfnFZPb6TEuujbhbDXnhDwQV5kQs4NpwhRGCPM-bOfPC_UYiD
https://www.facebook.com/anglicancommunitycaldasdarainha/?eid=ARDbRSaB9CEr9k011_fYHq9ys_5xqaWSfnFZPb6TEuujbhbDXnhDwQV5kQs4NpwhRGCPM-bOfPC_UYiD
https://www.facebook.com/anglicancommunitycaldasdarainha/?eid=ARDbRSaB9CEr9k011_fYHq9ys_5xqaWSfnFZPb6TEuujbhbDXnhDwQV5kQs4NpwhRGCPM-bOfPC_UYiD
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