
Appointment to Chaplaincy for Lisbon 2020 
 

Archdeacon’s Statement 
 
Introduction 
The Lisbon Chaplaincy is a long established and financially well founded Christian community with 
the present building for St. George’s first used in 1889, while St. Paul’s Estoril dates from 1969. Both 
have been a part of what until recently was known as the Greater Lisbon Chaplaincy until a name 
change to better identify the two churches. St. George’s is situated within the British Cemetery in 
Lisbon in the heart of this modern capital, while St.Paul’s is sited just a short distance from the sea-
front in Estoril to the west of Lisbon. 
 
Archdeaconry and Diocese  
The Lisbon Chaplaincy is part of the Archdeaconry of Gibraltar within the Diocese in Europe. The 
licensed priest is required to participate, along with the lay representatives, in the life of the 
Archdeaconry primarily through an annual meeting of the Archdeaconry Synod, which is usually 
residential over a total period of 3 days. The Archdeaconry clergy chapter is held the day before the 
Synod. In the diocese either the Diocesan Bishop or the Suffragan Bishop is lead bishop for a given 
archdeaconry, providing pastoral care for the clergy and congregations, oversight of routine vacancy 
and appointment processes, care of title curates, consultation with mission agencies, strategic 
direction, mission planning and new initiatives. The Suffragan Bishop in Europe, Rt Rev’d David 
Hamid is the lead bishop for the Archdeaconry of Gibraltar.  
 
Ecumenical Context  
The Diocese in Europe has a particular ecumenical vocation on the continent and our priests are key 
to carrying out this vocation. The diocesan guidelines and regulations state that the Diocese in 
Europe seeks; “to minister and engage in mission in partnership with other Churches especially the 
historic Churches of the countries in which we live”. By way of example, St. George’s and St. Paul’s 
have positive ecumenical relationships with local English speaking Catholics, German Evangelicals 
and a local Church of Scotland community. St. Paul’s building is also used by both Orthodox and 
Baptist churches. 
 
Team Work 
The two churches mentioned form part of a long established Chaplaincy team and have arrived at a 
sense of stability in their relationship one with another. However there is also a small Church of 
England community at Caldas da Rainha about 90 kilometres north of Lisbon with their own PtO 
priest. The status of this community has been somewhat ambiguous over recent years although it 
falls within the orbit of Lisbon and is mentioned on their website. One challenge for a new priest is 
to regularise this relationship. 
 
Clergy Support 
It is important to say that while clergy can seem at times isolated within the Diocese in Europe 
where the next door colleague might be several hundred kilometres away, there are structure in 
place for clergy to meet for mutual support. Part of this is the an annual Chapter meeting which all 
clergy are required to attend as they are for the annual Archdeaconry Synod.  
 
However in addition, over recent years the Diocese has been keen to encourage informal clergy 
cluster groups where in confidence chaplains can offer peer support. There is a cluster group for the 
clergy based in Portugal that is chaired by the local Area Dean (Rev’d Rob Keen) and the appointee 
would be a member of this group. 
 



 
Conclusion 
The Lisbon Chaplaincy’s finances are well founded and with changes in the status of the cemetery in 
which St. George’s is situated a sizeable amount of income is due to the Chaplaincy to help maintain 
the church’s role there. 
 
As with all of the Chaplaincies in Europe, Lisbon has been affected by the 2020 Covid 19 outbreak 
and work will need to be undertaken in re-establishing a sense of the continuity of the church 
community, its worship and its events with the conclusion of the current situation of national 
lockdown in Portugal. 
 
 
Ven David Waller (Archdeacon of Gibraltar) 
March, 2020 


