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ST. JOHN AND ST. PHILIP THE HAGUE (SSJP) 

 

Statement from the Diocesan Bishop 

 

The Diocese in Europe is the 42nd diocese of the Church of England. We are by far the 

biggest in terms of land area, as we range across over 42 countries in a territory 

approximately matching that covered by the Council of Europe. In recent years we have 

attracted unprecedented interest within the Church of England, as we have been and 

continue to be that part of the Church that specifically maintains links with Europe at a 

time of political uncertainty between Britain and Europe. 

 

To help oversee our vast territory we have two bishops, myself based in Brussels, and my 

Suffragan Bishop David based in London. We have six Archdeacons. The Archdeacon of 

North West Europe works out of Brussels where he also has responsibility for our Pro-

Cathedral. We have a diocesan office that nestles in a corner of Church House 

Westminster. Importantly, and unlike English dioceses, our chaplaincies pay for their own 

clergy, and the diocese has relatively few support staff.  

 

The diocesan strategy was formulated and approved over the course of 2015. We are 

emphasizing our commitment to building up congregational life, our part in the re-

evangelisation of the continent; our commitment to reconciliation at every level; and our 

particular role in serving the poor, the marginalised and the migrant. The diocesan strategy 

has proved energising for many of our chaplaincies as they seek to articulate their own 

local vision and strategy.  

 

Our ‘overseas’ nature gives us a very different character from other English dioceses. Our 

clergy and their families live within the intersection of English church culture with local 

cultures. Whilst this requires a high level of resilience, and can put particular pressures on 

clergy and accompanying spouses, it is enriching and energising. The cultural transition 

involved should not be underestimated, and candidates should note the desirability of 

learning the local language (in this case Dutch).  

 

St. John and St. Philip, the Hague, offers, in my view, an exceptional opportunity for an 

exceptional priest. The Hague is host city for numerous high-profile international 

institutions. Many tens of thousands of English-speakers live in the city. There are wide 

opportunities for outreach.  

 

In recent years, St. John and St. Philip has struggled with internal conflict, particularly in 

the area of worship style. Following the departure of the previous chaplain, the 

congregation has been ministerd to by an Interim, and a measure of healing has taken place. 

This will need to be continued. In particular, the person appointed will need to be genuinely 
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at home with a range of worship styles and be able to affirm publicly each style (from 

choral evensong to contemporary praise) in a fair and balanced way.  

 

St. John and St. Philip is a diverse, international community. Many of its members are 

highly intelligent and highly articulate. SSJP is a church that appreciates a high standard 

of preaching. The person appointed must therefore be able to command respect 

theologically, administratively and in relation to public life. The next chaplain will need 

to embody the Evangelical tradition represented by ICS as Patron whilst relating well to a 

range of traditions. I am looking for a generous orthodoxy in faith and ethics.  

 

As Bishop I would want SSJP’s new chaplain to be rooted in prayer, a clear and compelling 

teacher of the Christian faith, who has the capacity to provide capable and collaborative 

leadership and to provide loving pastoral care to the congregations. He/she will need to 

have the skills to establish a new vision for SSJP, to unite the congregation behind it and 

to support them in implementing it.  

 

The role of Chaplain of St. John and St. Philip is not an easy one, but it is potentially very 

rewarding – this chaplaincy ought to be a beacon of light and hope. And it is not ‘mission 

impossible’!  

 

The Hague is an elegant and gracious city, SSJP is located in a delightful suburb (especially 

if you enjoy cycling) and there is a fine 5-bedroomed vicarage.  

 

ICS will be working closely and carefully with the diocese to discern the right person for 

this major post.  

 

If you would like an informal discussion about the role please do contact ICS or 

Archdeacon Paul Vrolijk in Brussels.  
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